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Five escape IRA bomb attack 


Reynolds hint 
on terrorists 
upsets No 10 


By Phiup Webster 
and Nicholas Watt 

ALBERT Reynolds embar¬ 
rassed the British Govern¬ 
ment yesterday by suggesting 
that it was ready to consider 
the future of hundreds of IRA 
prisoners held in British and 
Irish jails. 

The Irish Prime Minister 
warned of a fierce new sec¬ 
urity offensive if the IRA 
rejected the call for peace in 
Northern Ireland and failed to 
/■Sail off its campaign of terror. 

Bur his statement that the 
future of IRA prisoners could 
be looked at in early talks with 
the Government caused con¬ 
sternation in London, where 
ministers have repeatedly said 
that there can be no amnesty. 

As Ulster continued to await 
a hill response from the men 
of violence, the fragility of the 
peace process was underlined 
The IRA set off a big bomb in 
Londonderry. Five people 
were treated for shock, tat the 
RUC said that if the car 
carrying two adults and three 
children to a Christmas party 
had passed theseene seconds 
later there would have been a 
devastating toss of life. The 
5001b bomb, which could be 


■ As a Londonderry bomb emphasised 
the fragility of the peace process, Albert 
Reynolds surprised London officials 
by raising the future of IRA prisoners 


Granada’s 

LWTbid 

snubbed 

By Jon Ashworth 

LONDON Weekend Tele¬ 
vision. maker of Blind 
Date and The South Bank 
Shaw, has bitterly rejected 
a hostile takeover ap¬ 
proach by Granada, the 
television rentals-to-lei- 
sttre group, which makes 
Coronation Street 
la the opening shots 
today in what is set to be 
the fiercest battle for a UK 
television station in.more 
than a decade. LWT rejects 
Granada’s £600 million 
takeover bid as unwel¬ 
come and unwarranted. 
Sir Christopher Bland, 
chairman of LWT (Hold¬ 
ings), said the case for the 
offer was “thin and uncon¬ 
vincing”. singling out the 
lack of television experi¬ 
ence among Granada’s di¬ 
rectors. 

Geny Robinson. Grana¬ 
da’s chief executive, 
scoffed at claims that the 
company knows little 
about television. He point¬ 
ed out that nearly all the 
programmes shown on 
LWT last night were made 
by Granada. 

LWT page 36 


heard ten miles away, was 
aimed at an army patraL 

In a fresh development last 
night, John Hume, leader of 
the nationalist SDLP, dis¬ 
closed that he bad bdd a 
secret meeting with Gerry 
Adams, the Sinn Ffem presi¬ 
dent, since the unveOmgof the 
Anglo-Irish peace agreement 
last week and voiced the hope 
that Sinn Fein'S response 
would be “positive." 

Mr Hume said they had 
discussed the declaration and 
would do so again when Sinn 
Fein had earned out a study. 
“I expect them to do so ui 
depth and naturally my hope 
is that at the end of the day 
their response will be a posi¬ 
tive one." 

Mr Reynolds’s suggestion 
that IRA prisoners could bene¬ 
fit from attending of violence 
surprised ministers and - 
risked fierce opposition from 
Conservative and Ulster 
Unionist MPs. 

In the first sign of strain 
between the two governments 
since the agreement. Downing 
Street last night distanced 
itself from Mr Reynolds’s 
statement, saying there was 
"no defined agenda" for ex¬ 
ploratory talks with Sinn Fan 
and underlined John Mayor’s 
opposition to an amnesty. 

The seven-page agreement 
between Mr Reynolds and Mr 
Major makes no reference to 
the treatment of prisoners. 

The situation was compli¬ 
cated when some Irish offici¬ 
als made plain that Mr 
Reynolds was not suggesting 
an amnesty tat may have had 
in mind the length of sen¬ 
tences. Officials suggested 
that he might have been 
referring to an easing of 
parole rules. "It may well be 
that the adding af violence 
would create an atmosphere 
in ’Much we have a lot of 
model prisoners who would 
qualify for early release," a 
senior Irish official said. 

Downing Street made plain 
that the law would have to 
“take its course" for people 
charged and convicted under 


the criminal law. As Mr 
Major again sought to reas¬ 
sure Ulster Unionists about 
the agreement by empha¬ 
sising that it contained no 
suggestion of joint DuWin- 
Landon authority over the 
province, Mr Reynolds adopt¬ 
ed a stick-and-carrof approach 
to the IRA and Sinn Fein. 

Mr Reynolds said that if 
violence resumed both govern¬ 
ments would be expected to 
respond and undoubtedly 
there would be a “stiffer" 
security response. He said: 
"The peqpie on the ground 
would expect us to respond. 
After such strong support 
expressed by people in both 
communities for peace, there 
will be a revulsion at resump¬ 
tion of full-scale violence." 

He rejected, internment 
which he-believed “was the 
strangest recreating platform 
the IRA was ever handed." 

Mr Reynolds added: “What 
the two governments are say¬ 
ing is that if we can have a 
declaration of a cessation of 
violence, and if we are satis¬ 
fied it is for real, then we get 
down to talk about those 
matters that count and un¬ 
doubtedly the future of prison¬ 
ers would bepartof it. I think 
that is what the British Gov¬ 
ernment would have in mind 
in exploratory talks with Sinn 
Fein." 

Downing Street did not 
common directly, but pointed 
to the British message to the 
IRA of November 5. which 
said that dialogue would ex¬ 
plore the basis on which Sinn 
Fein would be admitted to 
political talks and exchange 
views on how it would play a 
part in the public life of 
Northern Ireland. 

A British official said Mr 
Reynolds was trying to per¬ 
suade the IRA of the benefits 
of the agreement just as the 
Prime Minister was trying to 
persuade the Unionists. “But 
he appears to have gone rather 
beyond the agreement-" 

Withdrawal plans, page 2 
Peter RiddelL page 14 



SaDy Becker comforting a boy from Mostar yesterday at the start of the first United Nations evacuation of the wounded in three months 

Held hostage by those she came to save 


FOR almost two boms yester¬ 
day SaBy Becker sat in the 
headquarters of the dvQian 
police in eastern Mostar. eff- 
ectivcfy held hostage by the 
people she had come to save. 

As sniper builds cracked 
around the building, Ms 
Becker, from Brighton, ar¬ 
gued with the dvil authorities 
to allow her access to the 
hospital from which 44 Bosni¬ 
ans were to be evacuated. 
Operation Angel Was. she 
said, her creation and hers 
alone. 

“We welcome your arrival 
here," the police chief said. 
'And. of course, were it up to 
us. you would be free to do as 
you choose. Unfortunately the 
4th Corps has recently issued 
orders that no one may enter 
the city without informing ns 
24 hours in advance. 1 wish 
that it could be different” 

All die weeks of prepara¬ 
tion which were to have 
culminated yesterday in a 
joyous reunion with the doc¬ 
tors who had effectivefy saved 
her life during the most 
virions bombardment tire dty 
witnessed in October, had 
come to nought The United 
Nations had apparently for¬ 
gotten to tell Ms Becker about 
this latest by-law. 

Less than a mile away, in 
the Victorian confines of the 
war hospital, 21 armoured 
personnel carriers from the 
Spanish battalion of the UN 
protection force had all but 



As the desperate were moved to 
safety , Sally Becker was robbed 
of her glory, Tom Rhodes writes 
from Muslim eastern Mostar 


finished loading the wounded 
and their families for the 
return trip to Metknvic and 
then to safety in the United 
States, Spain and Italy. As if 
to emphasise just how dan¬ 
gerous tire snipers of eastern 
Mostar have become, a sol¬ 
dier arrived at the hospital 
just as the evacuation stalled. 


Does Sally Becker 
really help the 
Buffering people 
of Bosnia? 

Page 8 


He had been shot in the 
stomach and doctors pro¬ 
nounced that be had less than 
a minute to live. There is no 
lighting or electricity, and 
heating and water are rare 
commodities. 

In the police station, mean¬ 
while; Ms Becker said she 
could not believe that the UN 
had become so deceitful. “I 
have only come here to evacu¬ 
ate the sick and deliver some 
supplies and a gfimmer of 


hope to my friends at the 
hospital," she pleaded, before 
jumping from her seat cm 
hearing the convoy below. 
“Don’t kt the convoy leave 
without me. We are stuck in 
here," she shouted to her 
colleague. Duncan Stewart a 
GP from Brighton. 

On the face of it it seemed 
that the UN and the UNHCR, 
both of which have been 
under attack from Ms Becker 
since she arrived in Bosnia 
last week, bad stolen the 
show. Although she had said 
she would lead the convoy 
into the ravaged city, sire bad 
been placed behind every 
other vehicle. She had insist¬ 
ed on driving a nan- 
armoured car, the UN said, 
and that meant they could 
offer her no protection. 

On the way out she lost her 
way and entered the com¬ 
pound in Metkovic to find 
that the cameras were already 
locked on two patients — one 
a 12-year-old in a coma, the 
other a 14-year-old hit in the 
legs by shells — as they were 

carried by British paramed¬ 
ics. firemen and volunteers to 
the ambulances which would 


transport them to die airport 
at Split in Croatia. “I had 
hoped that we could cement 
relations and work together.” 
she said, "but now I realise 
that this is totally impossible. 
The United Nations is neither 
honest nor straightforward." 

Secretly tire UN and its 
agencies are relieved that Ms 
Becker wffl now leave the 
region. Within the strict legal 
procedures of flurd-counby 
e vacuati ons, they said, every 
attempt had bom matte to 
help her passage through a 
war zone which daily changes 
its borders read rules with 
chameleon-like cunning. 

They fed that however 
good her intentions. Ms 
Becker has not grasped the 
wider picture and. bad she 
been given a free reign, could 
have damaged the intricate 


negotiating procedures in 
place. In the six days she has 
travelled in Bosnia this time, 
Ms Becker has certaihfy 
shown little sign of under¬ 
standing the complex web of 
war fought between three 
sides in which tire success of 
one humanitarian operation 
is invariably linked to that of 
another in a completly differ¬ 
ent theatre of fighting. 

Nevertheless, her ability to 
motivate 200 British volun¬ 
teers with ambulances and 
other vehicles was a vital part 
of yesterday's evacuation. 
Without diem the task could 
not have been accomplished, 
Manuel Ahneda. UNHCR 
bead of office, said. “The most 
important t h in g is that we 
have managed an evacuation 
from Mostar for the first time 
in three months." 


Bishop of Durham denies 
Bible story of Christinas 
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By Ruth Gledhill 

RELIGION CORRESPONDENT 

THE Star of Bethlehem did 
not exist, the Three Wise Men 
and their gifts of gold, frankin¬ 
cense and myrrh were mythi¬ 
cal. and there are doubts over 
whether there really was “no 
room at the inn" in Bethlehem. 

*ITii 5 was tiie Christmas 
message yesterday from the 
Bishop of Durham. Dr Darid 
Jenkins. In litre with a tradi¬ 
tion he has made peculiarly 
his own. he continued to cast 
doubt on the basic tenets of the 
Christian faith. . . 

While Dr Jenkins received 
support from some senior 
churchmen, including the Bi¬ 
shop of St Albans, the Right 
Rev John Taylor, another pro¬ 
minent Anglican, the Environ¬ 
ment Secretary. John Cum¬ 
mer. said: “It wifi be ai rehef 
when great festivals of the 
Christian year are not hijacked 
by the Bishop of Durham and 
his personal publicity ^ 

“The teaching of the Church 
is very dear. All over the 
world millions will be rejoic¬ 
ing in the supreme fact that 
God came ro earth as a baby. 

boro of the Virgin Mary.” 

Dr Jenkins's latest chaJJ- 



Jenkins: Wise Men 
“splendidly symbolic” 

enge to conventional belief 
came after a week in which he 
rejected the concept of eternal 
damnation in hell and the 
second coming of Christ The 
Church of England's doctrine 
commission is now debating 
salvation, including the con¬ 
cepts of death, judgment 
heaven and hell, and is 
thought likely also to reject tire 
concept of physical hell fire. 

Dr Jenkins, speaking on 
BBC’s Breakfast with Frost, 
said the account of the star 
guiding fire Three Wise Men 
to Bethlehem and other parts 
of the Christmas story were 


mythical Describing some of 
tire stories as “splendidly sym¬ 
bolic”, be c o pduded there was 
no virgin birth. 

He did not believe Three 
Wise Mai delivered gold, 
frankincense and myrrh to the 
infant Jesus: people realised 
over a period who Jesus was, 
and h would not have been 
known at his birth. He had 
also “begun to wonder" about 
there being no room at the inn. 

“Who knowsT he said. 

Challenging the story of the 
“star of special brightness" he 
said: “These stories are so 
sptendkfly symbolic and pick 
up so many echoes both from 
prophedes and the Old Testa¬ 
ment ... that I think they are 
stories composed by the early 
church out of their faith." 

The birth narratives appear 
only in the Gospels of Matthew 
and Luke. In 1986, partly in 
response to Dr Jenkins’s state¬ 
ments on the vfrgjn birth, a 
chunh report said: “We ac¬ 
knowledge and uphdd this foe 
virginal conception as express¬ 
ing the faith of fire Church and 
its historic teaching.” 

His remarks provoked an 
immediate outcry among MPs, 
although his fallow bishops 

Continued on page 2, col 5 


It’s cold enough for 
snow after storms 

By Harvey Elliott, travel correspondent 


MUCH of Britain may have a 
white Christmas, weather 
forecasters predicted yester¬ 
day. as storms brought flood¬ 
ing to parts of the country. 

A senior forecaster at tire 
London Weather Centre said: 
“It will certainly be cold 
enough for snow almost every¬ 
where by the aid of the week 
and it just depends on where 
tire fronts are an whether it 
snows or not. There is a better 
chance this year than there 
has been for a long time in the 
South and a probability of 
snow in the North." 

Bookmakers William Hill 
face a loss of £100,000 if the 
prediction is proved correct It 
cut its odds against a white 
Christmas in any of Britain's 
main cities from 7-1 to 6-1. 

Homes were evacuated and 
roads dosed by floods in 
Wales, the West Country and 
West Yorkshire. Winds 
readied storm force in ex¬ 
posed areas, with gusts of up 
to 9Qmph on Cairn Gorm and 
warnings were given of struc¬ 
tural damage throughout 
much of the Highlands and 
Grampian region. But in 
London, temperatures 


reached an unseasonably high 
15C (nearly 60F), although 
temperatures are expected to 
fall sharply today. Mare rain 
and strong winds are also 
forecast with snow expected 
on high ground. 

Two army cadet force in¬ 
structors who died cm a week¬ 
end training exercise after 
leaping into the river Nidd in 
North Yorkshire, were named 
as Michael Veal. 36, of 
Hardwick near Cambridge, 
and Jeremy Lander, 27, from 
St Ives, Cambridgeshire. They 
had jumped 60ft into tire fast- 
flowing river wearing wasuits 
and lifejackets in a “gorge 
running 1 exercise. 

A search was called off last 
night for an angler swept into 
the sea by a large wave off Flat 
Rode, near Balcaiy Rant on 
the Solway Firth. 

Dangerous seas also pre¬ 
vented the traditional delivery 
of Christinas presents to 
lightbousemen at The Nee¬ 
dles, the last time before tire 
lighthouse is automated next 
year. A further attempt will be 
made when tire weather easts. 

Forecast, page 18 
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Search for peace continues as community prays that men of violence have seen the light 


Cabinet group lays 
plans to withdraw 
troops from Ulster 


Candle of 
hope 
flickers in 
province 


From Man Hamilton 

W DUNGANNON 


By Michael Evans, defence correspondent 


CONTINGENCY plans for 
an eventual phased withdraw¬ 
al of the majority of troops 
from Northern Ireland have 
been drawn up by a Cabinet 
working group chaired by Sir 
Patrick Mayhew. the North¬ 
ern Ireland Secretary. 

The Cabinet ministers, who 
included Douglas Hurd, the 
Foreign Secretary, and Mal¬ 
colm Rifkind, the Defence 
Secretary, began discussing 
the plans two months ago. 

A graduated programme 
under which the army’s pro¬ 
file would change and its 
presence would be reduced 
was apparently agreed in 
principle in anticipation of 
progress in the negotiations 
between London and Dublin. 

Withdrawal of some of the 
18,000 troops in Northern 
Ireland would only be sanc¬ 
tioned once a “genuine and 
established” ceasefire existed 


throughout the province. 
Under the contingency plans 
discussed by the ministers, the 
first step would entail all 
soldiers in the province wear* 
ing berets instead .of helmets. 
Soldiers in several parts of 
Ulster areas already wear 
berets where this is felt appro- 
priate and safe. 

After a suitable period when 
the Royal Ulster Constabulary 
felt confident about patrolling 
the streets without army back¬ 
up, the soldiers would return 
to barracks, in similar fashion 
to army units in mainland 
garrison towns. 

The timetable for a long¬ 
term withdrawal would partly 
depend on the availability of 
barracks on the mainland. 
With soldiers returning from 
Germany and other parts of 
the world there couid be a 
dearth of suitable barracks. 

The detailed contingency 


Men of the Maze 
to have their say 


By Nicholas Wait. Ireland correspondent 


GERRY Adams, the Sinn Fein 
leader, faces one of the most 
formidable challenges in his 
20 years at the forefront of the 
republican movement as he 
works out a response to the 
Downing Street declaration. 

One of the main republican 
groups whose views will be 
central is the 600 IRA prison¬ 
ers in Britain, Ireland, other 
European countries and 
America. Sinn Fein signalled 
the importance of their role 
when a copy of the declaration 
was rushed to the Maze prison 
near Belfast within hours of 
Wednesday's meeting. 

Ibis was delivered to Dan¬ 
ny Morrison, the party’s for¬ 
mer publicity director, who is 
serving eight years. He made 
the famous remark, in 1981 that 
republicans would take power 
in Ireland “with an Armalite 
in one hand and a ballot paper 
in the other. 

Mr Adams will need all his 


skills as a negotiator to avoid 
exacerbating the deep divi¬ 
sions within the republican 
movement His dilemma is 
simple. If he accepts the 
agreement even with guaran¬ 
tees and concessions, he risks 
alienating IRA hardliners who 
couid break away. 

If Mr Adams rejects the 
declaration, he will squander 
an historic opportunity for 
peace and condemn his sup¬ 
porters to many more years of 
fruitless violence. 

One Sinn Fein supporter 
said: ”1 would say that 90 per 
cent of my friends in the party 
support the peace process. We 
are sick of the violence. But it 
is right that Gerry takes his 
time to respond — he can't 
turn round after 20 years and 
reply in two days.” 

Bur he added: There are 
hardened republicans who 
will stop at nothing until they 
achieve a united Ireland." 


plans were based on proposals 
first put forward by Sir Patrick 
in a speech in Coleraine in 
December last year when the 
IRA was believed to be consid¬ 
ering a ceasefire. Sir Patrick 
said then that the army would 
"return to its garrison role, as 
in the rest of the United King¬ 
dom”, if the terrorists re¬ 
nounced the use and threat of 
violence. Dealing with a cen¬ 
tral IRA demand. Sir Patrick 
had said that, after a "genuine 
and established cessation of 
violence”, the "routine support 
of the armed forces would no 
longer be required”. 

The army was deployed in 
reinforced strength in Ulster 
in 1969 after the RUC had 
proved unable to control riot¬ 
ing. Before that, three or four 
battalions, totalling about 
2J3QO soldiers, were kept in 
barracks in the province. 

The army took over respon¬ 
sibility for maintaining public 
order from the police. Army 
numbers peaked at 22,000 in 
1972 when soldiers were used 
to break up “no-go areas” in 
Belfast and Londonderry. 

In 1976 under a polity called 
“The Way Ahead”, the RUC 
resumed primacy over the 
army and the troops took cm a 
supporting role. There are 
currently six resident regular 
battalions who serve for up to 
two and a half years, six short- 
tour battalions on duty for six 
months, and six Royal Irish 
Regiment home service battal¬ 
ions, some part-time, who live 
in the province. 



Mayhew: put forward 
proposals a year ago 
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IN THE churches of 
Dungannon, Co Tyrone, yes¬ 
terday, the lesson for the 
fourth Sunday in Advent was 
from Isaialc "The people 
walking in darkness had seen 
a great light” Set against the 
prophetic coming of Christ 
the people of Northern Ire¬ 
land see the coming of perma¬ 
nent peace as a flickering 
candle whose glow remains 
beset by shadows. 

Morning mass in the soar¬ 
ing Victorian gothic of St 
Patrick's Roman Catholic 
church was disturbed four 
times by the.passage of army 
helicopters overhead. Father 
Joe McKeever pressed on 
undaunted, enjoining his 
packed congregation to pray 
for world peace, but nothing 
more geographically specific. 
A new peace initiative there 
might be. but he had deliv¬ 
ered more than enough homi¬ 
lies on tiie topic. 

Down the hffl at the Presby¬ 
terian church, the Rev Nor¬ 
man Harrison took a similar 
view. He managed to squeeze 
in a prayer for die Army and 
the Royal Ulster Constabu¬ 
lary. and for a successful 
outcome to the new initiative. 
Perhaps that was because his 
church windows have been 
blown out 28 times. 

Dungannon, a town of 
20,000 evenly divided be¬ 
tween Protestant and Catho¬ 
lic is where Ulster’s recent 
trouble began 25 years ago. 
Austin Currie, a local council¬ 
lor, led a squat in an empty 
eoundl house to protest at the 
discrimination against Catho¬ 
lics on the housing list The 
squat begat a protest march, 
which begat foe dvfl rights 
movement which begat a 
quarter century of killing- 

Some things have changed 
in 25 years. Housing discrimi¬ 
nation has ended, but what 
has not changed is a high 
level of unemployment — 
running at 18 per cent 

Pat KiUen. a Roman Catho¬ 
lic, is managing director of 
Tyrone CrystaL Now with a 
workforce of 200. it exports 
nearly half its production to 
foe United States. He said: 
"Every tune 1 go to America. 



A young girl lights a candle for peace in Northern Ireland at Dungannon's Roman Catholic church yesterday. 


people don't ask me about my 
products, they ask if we are 
still killing each other. I 
believe a secured peace would 
make the biggest difference to 
employment” 

Mr Killen said he had 
spoken to nobody who was 
not in favour of foe initiative. 
There is something in it for 
everybody. The minority have 
the guarantee of a seat at the 
table, to keep foe Irish dimen¬ 
sion. The majority have the 
guarantee of the Union as 
long as they want it” 


Ralph Brown, a Unionist 
businessman with a store is 
Scotch Street said: “You can¬ 
not bat condone the peace 
process; it would be wonder¬ 
ful if the two policemen 
murdered at Fivemfletown 
were the last deaths. But even 
if it is successful and the 
killing stops, it will take a 
generation for mutual suspi¬ 
cion to die.” 

Mr Brown, a Dungannon 
councillor, believed foe peace 
process is beset by difficulties. 
"One of foe greatest is the fact 


that Sinn Fein and foe IRA 
are far more synonymous 
than is usually portrayed. It is 
a lot to ask in such a short 
time, to put aside history and 
sit down with them.” 

Suspicions also abound 
over the conduct and motives 
of foe British Government 
Unionists expressed dismay 
at foe recent disclosure of 
secret contacts between West¬ 
minster and Sinn Fein. 

Some sense history repeat¬ 
ing itself. Nationalists recall 
Lloyd George's ultimatum to 


tiie Irish delegation at the 
time of partition: “Sign this, 
or it's war in three days.” .Mr 
Major, they suspect, may be 
saying the same thing, ifmore 
subtlety. 

The ninth chapter of Isaiah, 
set so grandly to soaring 
chorus by Handel, continues: 
“Of the increase erf his govern¬ 
ment and peace there win be 
no end.” Six days before 
Christmas in Dungannon, the 
question of whose govern¬ 
ment will bring peace without 
end remains unresolved. 
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r’t cost the earth?” 


Major in talks on 
GCHQ unions 


By Philip Bassett, industrial editor 


Colleges face squeeze 
on student places 


JOHN Major will today insist 
that the Government will not 
compromise security at its 
GCHQ intelligence centre. 

In foe first talks on foe 
GCHQ spy centre since 
unions were banned from it 10 
years ago, Mr Major will tell 
Civil Service union leaders 
that the Government’s prima¬ 
ry intention is to maintain 
operations and security at the 
Cheltenham base and its 
string of outstaoons. 

The talks between Mr Ma¬ 
jor and union leaders are foe 
dearest signal yet of how dose 
the Government is towards 
the restoration of trade union 
recognition at GCHQ. 

Unions were banned from 
GCHQ in January 1984, fol¬ 
lowing claims that its opera¬ 
tions had been disrupted by 
Civil Service industrial action 
in 1979-81. 

Stall were offered £1.000 to 
give up their union member¬ 
ship. The Civil Service unions 
have maintained the handfizJ 
who refused lo do so and 
pursued the case through the 
European courts and the Uni¬ 
ted Nations' International 
Labour Organisation.ft LO) 

Mr Major is not expected 
today to offer the unions frill 
restoration of recognition but 
he is likely to propose doser 
relationships with the GCHQ 
Staff Federation. 


The proposal has been 
drawn up in an effort by the 
Government to avert condem¬ 
nation by foe IJLO. although 
this will not attract right wing 
Conservatives who will see 
any move by the Prime Minis¬ 
ter towards re-unionisation of 
GCHQ as a clear sign of 
weakness. 

Mr Major may cause foe 
unions real difficulty if he 
proposes that the final power 
of derision over the staff 
federation should be removed 
from John Adeney. GCHQ’s 
director. If Mr Major did so 
the way would be cleared for 
the federation to be given a 
formal legal certificate of inde¬ 
pendence as a trade union tty 
Ted Whybrew. the Govern¬ 
ment's Certification Officer. 

The Certification Office has ( 
refused to issue such a certifi¬ 
cate while GCHQ’s director 
effectively holds a veto on foe 
staff federation’s activities. 
Granting the federation full 
independence would, in effect 
provide for the re-unionisation 
of GCHQ — though not tty the 
unions which were originally 
ejected from it. 

Such a move would then 
place the onus of decision back 
on foe unions. The unions 
could also be thrown into 
disarray if the Government, as 
an alternative, asks them to 
sign a no-strike deal. 


Universities wfll have foe number of students they enrol 
tightly controlled and face financial penalties if they exceed 
their quotas under .a system to be announced by forir 
funding council today. Those who ignored instructions to 
cut back this year will have to reduce their intakes by at least 
5 per cent next summer. 

The restrictions make it almost inevitable that university 
entry will become more difficult next year. Applications are 
up again and foe most popular universities already have 
more than ten candidates for each place. 


Carpet death charge 


A man is to appear in court today over foe death of a woman 

aged 77 whose body was found last Thursday wrapped in a 
carpet near Loch Striven in a remote part of foe Cowal 
pensinsula. Argyll. She was identified yesterday as Annie 
Quinn who vanished on November 2 after leaving her home 
at Dunoon to visit her husband Jimmy in a nursing home. 


Inmates to be given keys 


Patients at Broadmoor top security hospital are to be given 
keys to their rooms to boost their sense of responsibility. A 
spokesman for foe Prison Officers' Association condemned 
foe move “Some of foe more psychotic patients may choose 
to stay up all night. That is going to cause conflict with those 
who want to go to bed early for some peace and quiet” 


Terrorist alert hits BR 


Rail commuters travelling into London from Kent and foe 
south-eastern suburbs may face delays today after a terrorist 
alert disrupted services across foe capital yesterday. Police 
searched the London Bridge to Sevenoaks line after a bomb 
warning but no devices were found. Network Southeast 
said some lines could still be disrupted today. 


Bishop denies Bible 
story of Christmas 


Edward ‘in love’ claim 


Continued from page I 

seemed sanguine. Dame Jill 
Knight (C, Edgbaston) said: 
“The Bishop does no good to 
the Church. For centuries, 
faithful people have believed 
that foe Bible spoke foe truth. 
He seems determined to de¬ 
stroy the faith of those simple 
believers." 

. Geoffrey Dickens (G Little- 
borough and SaddlcworthJ 
said: “He is destroying the 
faith of millions of believers." 

Anglican bishops were re¬ 
luctant to counter the attack. 
Traditionalists and evangeli¬ 
cals are looking forward to his 
retirement next year and 
believe the best policy is to 
keep silent. Many liberals 


secretly agree with ai( he says. 
But Bishop Taylor, a member 
of the doctrine commission. 
Warned the media for resur¬ 
recting Dr Jenkins's remarks 
on helL originally made some 
weeks ago at a lay readers’ 
conference in the Rochester 
diocese. 

. There was more support for 
the bishop from a senior 
church spokesman last nighL 
He said: “Dr Jenkins is deeply 
concerned to communicate the 
Christian faith in a way that 
he feels is intellectually accept¬ 
able for today. He will stimu¬ 
late some. He will antagonise 
others. He is certainly success¬ 
ful in creating debate about 
.matters of Christian faith.* 



Andrew Morton, author of 
Diana — Her True Story, 
claims that Prince Edward 
left, is cn love with a public 
relations consultant. Buck¬ 
ingham Palace tied fried to 
comment on the suggestion 
«n yesterday's News of the 
World that foe Prince might 
marry Sophie Rhys-Jones. 
of West Kensington. 
London. Morton predicts 
that foe Prince will an¬ 
nounce his engagement on 
bis birthday in March. 
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School ends beagling 
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Ampleforth College in North Yorkshire is to Stop funding its 
beagling pack in May because of lack of interest This 
..season, only four out of 600 pupils have regularly followed 
foe .p ack, which has existed for 80 years. Hunt supporters 
from outside have been invited to take over foe running of 
foe school’s 40 bounds elsewhere. 
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Survey uncovers class divide 

High earners are 

the biggest users 
of illegal drugs 
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HIGH-INCOME earners 
tram the upper and middle 
dasses are the biggest users of 
illegal drugs in Britain today, 
according to the most detailed 
survey of drug use done for the 
Government. 

Wealthier people are more 
hkely to have smoked canna¬ 
bis or taken other drugs than 
those from the bottom end of 
earnings scale. 

The study, by academics 
from Sheffield University, 
found that two thirds of those 
questioned backed existing 
laws banning drugs, but the 
rest supported a limited form 
of legalising certain drugs on a 
controlled basis. 

Those from the higher social 
dasses were more likely than 
other groups to favour 
decriminalising drugs. 

The survey, conducted 
among 5,000 people in Not¬ 
tingham, Bradford. Lewi- 


By Richard Ford, home correspondent 

sham, south London, and 
Glasgow, estimates that about 
te in five people in Britain 
taken an illegal 


one 
has 

during his life, with mi_ 

higher levels erf drag- taking 
among people aged between 
16 and 25. 

One in 15 had recently used 
an illegal drug. 

Between 14 and 24 per cent 
of people questioned admitted 
using an illegal drug at some 
time in their fife and between 5 
and 9 per cent confessed to 
recent usage. 

Among the 250 people aged 
between 16 to 25 who were 
surveyed, those who had tak¬ 
en drugs ranged from 32 pa¬ 
ean in Bradford to 52 per cent 
in Glasgow. 

Between 16 and 35 per cent 
admitted taking drugs within 
the past year. 

Its findings counter previ¬ 
ous studies that have 


Killings drop but 
rural crime rises 

By Our Home Correspondent 


THE number of murders in 
England and Wales looks 
likely to decline this year, but 
recorded crime in die rural 
shires is expected to show a 
further sharp rise. 

Figures produced by police 
outside London show that the 
□umber of murders recorded 
so far this year is 392 com¬ 
pared with 448 for the whole 
of 1992. The overall total will 
rise before the end of the year 
as Christinas and New Year is 
recognised as a period when 
tensions among families and 
in relationships often lead to 
killings. 

In the majority of 1992 
homicides, which include 
murder, manslaughter and 
infanticide; the victim was 
acquainted with the suspect 
and 45 per cent of female 
victims were killed by current 
or former spouses, lovers or 
the person with whom they 
were living. While any de¬ 


crease in murders wiB be 
welcomed, it is tbeprcvalance 
of assaults, burglary and theft 
m the shires that is causing 
alarm among Tory MPs. 

Greater mobffity among 
criminals, the urbanisation of 
rural counties and better road 
networks have been Mamed 
for recorded crime rates in 
country areas increasing fost¬ 
er than in inner cities. 

People face a pester risk of 
bong mugged, rapes or as¬ 
saulted in s ou the rn counties 
such as Wiltshire and Cam¬ 
bridgeshire than in Durham. 
South Wales or South York¬ 
shire, according to figures 
produced for Tony Blair, the 
shadow home secretary. 

Gloucestershire; Avon and 
Somerset each now exceeds 
Merseyside for burglaries, 
and in Northumbria there is a 
one-in-eighi chance of each 
car being broken into or 
stolen. 


emphasised drug usage 
among lower economic 
groups, upon whom many 
government and local author¬ 
ity drag prevention initiatives 
are focused. 

The survey said; “With re¬ 
gard to lifetime drag usage, 
the wealthier respondents in 
the AB and Cl socioeconomic 
groups proved to the most 
prominent users. The most 
prevalent drug users in the 
general population are likely 
to be young, white males in 
those groups.** 

Cannabis usage was found 
to be prominent among those 
from the higher echelons of 
society but the study revealed 
that in two sample areas — 
Lewisham and Nottingham — 
amphetamines, amylnitrate 
and magic mushrooms were 
also widely used. 

This trend was confirmed in 
other areas such as Glasgow 
and Bradford in West 
Yorkshire. 

While the upper and middle 
dasses were prominent users 
of cannabis, the study found 
that heroin and crack were 
used more by the low-status 
groups, with injected drugs 
more common among the C2s 
and DEs. 

“The final picture, in terms 
of patterns of drug taking, is 
one in which, in these four 
cities, a substantial minority 
of young people made mostly 
occasional use of cannabis 
and. to a lesser extent, other 
drugs.” the survey said. 

The study found that local 
availability of drugs was so 
good that any restriction on 
drug usage was governed by 
personal choice rather than 
controlling supplies. 

Most people said they had 
little difficulty obtaining drugs 
when they wanted. 

More men than women 
admitted to having ever taken 
a drug that was illegal, but the 
gap narrowed in the 16 to 25 
age range with 45 per cent of 
men and 37 per cent of women 
admitting to having taken 
such drugs. 

□ Drug Usage and Drugs 
Prevention (Home Office; £18) 


Coma mother cuddles the 
baby she never expected 


By Robin Young 

A YOUNG mother who spent 
her pregnancy in a coma has 
recovered sufficiently to cud¬ 
dle the daughter she never 
knew she was expecting and 
who is now six months old. 

Melanie Douglas. 22, suf¬ 
fered a fractured skull and 
brain damage when she was 
hit by a car near her home in 
Castle Vale, Birmingham, in 
January. 

Doctors discovered that she 
was eight weeks pregnant 
while she was a patient ai 
Good Hope Hospital in Sutton 
Coldfield, and she was kept 
under close medical supervi¬ 
sion as her pregnancy devel¬ 
oped while she remained in a 
deep coma. 

Her daughter, Monique, 
was born by Caesarean sec¬ 
tion at Birmingham Materni¬ 
ty Hospital nine weeks 
prematurely in June, while 
Miss Douglas was still uncon¬ 
scious. 

Monique weighed 41b 7az at 
birth and is described by 
relatives as being a perfectly 
healthy and beautiful baby. 

Melanie's mother. Marie 
Langley. 44. from Birmin¬ 
gham. said yesterday: “We 
have been told that Melanie 
will be able to spend some 
time over Christmas at home. 



Douglas; beamed when 
told Monique was hers 

It's marvellous.'' She added: 
“Melanie started to come out 
of the coma when she went 
into labour. She has bean 
getting stronger and stronger 
ever since. She is now showing 
new signs of improvement 
every day. She can talk fully 
and is able to feed herself but 
she is still paralysed on her left 
side and cannot walk yet. She 
has had her loir done, 
though, and dressed up to go 
to a hospital disco." 

In the earlier stages of her 
recovery. Miss Douglas was 
semi-conscious for some time 
and only able to recognise 
familiar faces and communi¬ 
cate by facial expressions. Mrs 
Langley said that when Miss 


Douglas was first told that 
Monique was hers “she just 
beamed all over her face". 

Mrs Langley said that her 
daughter would return to the 
head-injuries rehabilitation 
unit at Moseley Hall Hospital 
in Birmingham after her 
home visit at Christmas, and 
that she expected her to re¬ 
main there for some time, 
possibly the whole of 1994. 

She added: “That is good 
news, though, and not bad 
news, because it shows that 
the doctors do think her im¬ 
provement will continue." 

Miss Douglas's consultant. 
Dr Jim Unsworth. the director 
of regional rehabilitation ser¬ 
vices in the Birmingham area, 
said yesterday: “Melanie con¬ 
tinues to make a slow recov¬ 
ery. but that is really as 
expected in a case tike hers. 
We do feel that she is doing 
quite well at the moment and 
she should be able to spend 
some time at home over 
Christmas. 

“We are planning for her 
eventual discharge already, 
but in some cases that starts 
months or even years before 
the discharge becomes pos¬ 
sible. As soot as it is possible, 
Melanie wfli be returning into 
the community, and at the 
present time h is not possible 
to say more.'* 
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Shamaine Salisbury, from London, and Nalls ha Singh, from New York, shopping in Oxford Street yesterday on the last Sunday before Christinas 

Shopkeepers discover there really is a Santa 


By Hejjsn Nowicka 

SHOPPERS are spending 10-20 per 
cent more than last year in the run-up 
tor Christmas, according to retailers. 

Stores say people have shaken off 
fears about the recession that con¬ 
strained buying in 1991 and 1992. 
Customers also have more money to 
spend (m presents because of lower 
mortgage interest rates. A stagnant 
property market has freed disposable 
income for persona! purchases rather 
titan home improvements. 

Across Britain, trade was brisk on 
the last Sunday before Christmas. In 


London's Oxford Street most stores 
were open and the scene resembled a 
busy weekday. Queues had formed 
outside the larger shops before they 
opened, and children wanting to see 
Santa had to wait an hour or more. 

David Elliott, of Selfridges, esti¬ 
mated that 15 million people had 
visited the store in the past seven days 
— 6 per cent op on the same period 
last year. Turnover, however, was up 
by 15 per cent, a figure that he 
believed reflected growing economic 
confidence. Sales of accessories, 
handbags, women's wear and linge¬ 
rie were all significantly higher than 


last year. Nevertheless. Mr Elliott 
thinks overall trading figures may 
still be below those for 199ft. 

The House of Fraser group also 
reported sales up on 1992. Fred Bass- 
nett, of D H Evans in Oxford Street, 
part of the group, said that nationally, 
stores were seeing percentage in¬ 
creases of sales in double figures. 
“We are more than pleased with our 
trading results In the run-up to 
Christmas,” he said, noting in partic¬ 
ular a trend towards practical 
presents such as clothes. 

Taking advantage of pre-Christ¬ 
mas shopping, and in the wake of the 


Commons vote to liberalise Sunday 
trading, this year more shops have 
been open on Sundays. 

Id Birmingham. David Pardoe. of 
Beatties department store in Sutton 
Coldfield said: “We have opened for 
the three Sundays on the run-up to 
Christmas, and the trading we have 
done on those days has far exceeded 
oar expectations.” In Manchester. 
Mike Nicholson, of Waters tone book 
shopi said: “We've been veiy busy 
and it's extremely pleasing to see 
people spending money again." 

Leading article, page 15 


Teenage 
girl found 
battered 
to death 

By A Staff Reporter 

DETECTIVES were last night 
trying to identify a teenage girl 
found battered to death in a 
car part They believe the 
motive for the attack, at Don¬ 
caster, South Yorkshire, was 
sexual 

Her body was found by 
Christmas shoppers near the 
main bus station an Saturday 
morning. Def Supt John 
Hope, leading the murder 
investigation, appealed to the 
public to help to identify the 
victim. She was 5ft 6in tali, 
aged between 15 to 22 and was 
wearing a black stretch mini¬ 
skirt, black tights and white 
jumper. 

Officers yesterday carried 
out a search of the town centre 
for her personal hems. No 
handbag, purse or jewellery 
was found on the victim. They 
questioned people in pubs and 
dubs over the weekend. 

Det Supt Hope said: “She 
was dressed as if going out for 
the evening but we haven't 
established a precise time of 
death. Doncaster is a very 
cosmopolitan place at week¬ 
ends and we do get a tot of 
visitors so my appeal stretches 
across the whole of die region. 
This unfortunate young 
woman was dearly the victim 
of a savage beating.” 

He said he would be work¬ 
ing with colleagues in West 
Yorkshire to establish if there 
were any link with the death of 
Julia Baines, a teenager wbo 
was killed while walking 
home from anight out 15 miles 
away in Wakefield. 

Det Chief Insp Gordon 
Garfit, of West Yorkshire 
police, said last night “At the 
moment we are keeping an 
open mind on whether the. 
kfllings are linked." Julia, 18, 
who was buried on Friday, 
was also beaten and sexually 
assaulted. 


Man killed fleeing scene of burglaiy 


By A Staff Reporter 

A SUSPECTED burglar was 
killed as he ran across a busy 
road in the belief that he was 
being chased by the victim of a 
house break-in. 

Jason Getting was hit by a 
car in the fast lane of a dual 
carriageway after vaulting 
over a barrier and crossing toe 
central reservation in his effort 
to escape from the household¬ 
er. He did not realise that the 
man. who was in his fifties. 


had folloj and given up the 
chase. 

Oetting, 24. of Byker in 
Newcastle upon Type, died 
instantly in the accident on 
Friday. He had been disturbed 
by the owner of a house he was 
apparently ransacking in 
Newcastle. As the owner gave 
chase, two accomplices drove 
off and abandoned him. 

Oetting kept on running, 
not realising that the house¬ 
holder had tripped and hurt 
his knee. The man’s wife said*. 


“If he’d looked back over his 
shoulder he would have real¬ 
ised there was no need to run 
anymore.” 

Oetting had just been re¬ 
leased from a seven-year pris¬ 
on sentence for spraying add 
in a young woman’s face 
during a robbery. He had 
threatened to spray the wom¬ 
an's 18-manth-old daughter 
until she handed over £39- 

Now the couple whose 
house he had broken into fear 
that his friends will seek 


revenge. The householder 
said: “It wasn't my fault the 
lad died but we are frightened 
there will be reprisals." 

Oetting’s mother Veronica, 
45, said yesterday: These 
people don’t have to be afraid 
of revenge attacks. 

“Jason’s friends are small¬ 
time petty criminals. They 
steal things, but theyTe not the 
sort of people out for revenge. 1 
can believe it was Jason at the 
burglaiy on Friday, but we 
wouldn't hurt anybody." 


Piets may cast light on Dark Ages 


By Andrew Coujer 

ARCHAEOLOGISTS are to 
excavate an area around a 
Highland churchyard to 
find out how the Piets lived 
more than 1.1X10 years ago. 

The researchers believe 
they may have discovered 
the site of a Pictisb monas¬ 
tery at Tarbat Church. 
Portmahomack, Highland. 
If their suspicions are cor¬ 
rect the find will make 
Tarbat one of the °wst 
important ancient ecclesias¬ 
tical sites in Britain. 

Historians know tittle of 
the lifestyle, economy or 

rituals of the Piets. who lived 
on Scotland’s east coast be¬ 
tween about AD300 and 

AD85G. . _ _ 

Professor Martin Carver, 

head of the archaeology ** 



Tarbat Church, possible site of a Pictish monastery 


York University, who is lead¬ 
ing the project said: ‘'Work 
at this site could breathe 
important life into the Piets.” 

He said that it was during 
the Dark Ages of ADSOOto 
AP1000 that die boundanes 
of most modem European 


nation states were estab¬ 
lished. “Anything we can 
find out about how these 
countries came about must 
be erf interest It has a lot of 
relevance even today." 

Fra gments of carved Pict¬ 
ish crosses have been turn¬ 


ing up in the churchyard 
since the end of the last 
century. Evidence of a large 
settlement on the site 
in 1989 when an 
otograph showed a 
boundary (fitch similar to 
one discovered on Iona, re¬ 
garded as the cradle of 
Christianity in Scotland. 

Survey work at the JOacre 
site wifi start at Easter, with 
a. trial excavation in August 
Only a small area is covered 
by the churchyard and Pro¬ 
fessor Carver has promised 
the graves will not be 
disturbed. 

“We are hoping to find 
traces of buildings outside 
the churchyard, but inside 
the ditch." he said. “We 
know less about the Dark 
Ages than we do about the 
Romans." 
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Many women find. Evening Primrose Oil an 
invaluable health supplement. 

It contains an important ingredient called GLA 
(Gamma Lmolenic Add) which is identical to 
the natural substance produced by the human 
body to help maintain hormone balance. 

Bui while Evening Primrose Oil is 
a useful natural source of GLA, it is not 
the richest. Starflower Oil has twice the 
concentration of GLA found m Evening 
Primrose Oil. 250mg of Starflower Oil 


[STARFLOWER 
OIL 

A*?*’. *»Vi ^ ■* L'lA 



A* , 

- 

'■‘Vr umv p 7- 

■ . : 


contains more pure GLA than 500mg of Everting 
Primrose OH It is also just as easily absorbed. 

So you can take fewer, smaller capsules prior 
to and during your period , and to help keep your 
skin healthy. 

If you would like more information about 
Starflower Oil, please write to TT400, 
PO Box Z Ellesmere Port, South Wrrral, 
Cheshire L653EA 

Available at Boots, other chemists, super¬ 
markets and healthfood stores. 
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Back-to-basics Conservative policies promote superficial and short-term approach to so cial order ^ 

Why the New Right is 
wrong for Britain today 

B ritish life is suffering begin to legitimise market 

SSfflUSSi 77ie Government’s social programme rests 
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B ritish life is suffering 
from normiessness... 
from tbe lack of a dear 
public framework pf norms or 
beliefs. This lack is far more 
dangerous than is generally 
realised. The Government 
makes much of Its concern for 
social order, especially since 
the relative success of Labour's 
attempt to seize the high 
ground on law and order. But 
the Government's approach is 
superficial and short-term. It 
is incoherent and the incoher¬ 
ence reveals a fata! flaw in die 
politics of the Thatcherite New 
Right. 

If every stable social order 
rests finally on shared beliefs, 
that is all the more true of a 
society that prizes individual 
freedom, the rule of law and a 
limited role for the state. Such 
a society, in attempting to 
reduce the role of coercion or 
state power to a minimum, 
puts a premium on self-regula¬ 
tion or self-disdpline. But in 
the name of what public or 
shared beliefs can self-regula¬ 
tion in Britain now occur? 

We live in a multicultural or 
pluralist society. Does that 
imply that there are no limits 
to pluralism, that public 
norms or beliefs are now 
dispensable? Obviously not. 
The inheritors of Thatcherism 
come up against a serious 
problem here. How do they 
propose to contain pluralism 
within morally acceptable linv- 


The Government's social programme rests 
on a false assumption that the British live 
by a code derived from the Ealing 
comedies, Larry Siedentop argues 


its and foster serial order? 
Often they seem to rely simply 
on economic incentives, the 
division of labour and the 
repressive apparatus of the 
state. At a more philosophical 
level, what they are pedalling 
is perhaps a form of 
utilrtsuianism. 

Even more paradoxically, 
the thinking of the New Right 
bears the imprint of Marxism. 
That discredited doctrine sur¬ 
vives in the New Right in the 
form of a reductionist account 
of the nature of a free society— 
in the description relied upon 
by proponents of market sol¬ 
utions to defend their system. 
They call ft capitalism. 

That description of what 
should be called a free society 
reeks of economic determin¬ 
ism. of the assumption that the 
economic level is the crucial or 
determining level in human 
affairs and that other matters 
follow necessarily from eco¬ 
nomic relationships. By impli¬ 
cation. it underplays the 
importance not only of legal 
arrangements, but also of 
shared beliefs or public norms 
that are the crucial sources of 


social order. This bizarre mix¬ 
ture of utilitarianism and 
Marxism helps to explain why 
the New Right has no re¬ 
sources for dealing with the 
issue of social order apart 
from die market incentives 
and foe repressive role of law. 
The same thing emerges dear¬ 
ly in the New Right's on- 

The Times I, 

Essay 1 


slaught on serial liberalism. 
While defending market free¬ 
doms and relying almost ex¬ 
clusively on economic dis¬ 
course, foe New Right lashes 
out at the excessive freedom 
that it claims has been tbe 
result of social liberalism. 

It is a dangerous strategy to 
adopt because it draws atten¬ 
tion away from foe need for a 
normative framework that can 


begin to legitimise market 
freedoms and personal ambi¬ 
tions by helping to moralise 
them:-a rights-based' liberal 
constitution. / 

Turning soda/ liberalism 
into the enemy obliges foe 
New Right to fall'back on a 
traditional or (in its terms) pre¬ 
capitalist residue of beliefs and 
practices on notions such as 
“gentlemanly" or “decent" and 
“common sense". But what 
does gentlemanly or decent 
conjure op in the minds of a 
new underclass, and what 
sense is common to a Bradford 
Muslim and a Gufldfoni ma¬ 
tron? 

Two ambiguous recent an¬ 
nouncements illustrate - the 
problem. The first, from the 
Government is that hence¬ 
forth the higher purpose of 
social policy will be "bad: to 
bases". The second announce¬ 
ment is that a film producer is 
now determined to recreate 
the genre of Ealing comedies, 
with their celebration of 
quintessentially British 
qualities. 

Though in no way co¬ 
ordinated, these two an¬ 
nouncements reveal a danger¬ 
ous muddle. It is hardly 
fanciful to see the Govern¬ 
ment's back to basics pro¬ 
gramme as projecting images 
derived from foe Ealing come¬ 
dies on to the future. Evident¬ 
ly. those images are meant to 
convey a lost innocence, a 




The s ta tu s qu o onoe person ified by Alec Guinness in Kind Hearts and Coronets cannot be revived in the Nineties 


more wholesome world. Ex¬ 
actly why does that world, 
with its fair array of villains, 
seem more wholesome? 

Back to basics presupposes 
that there was a coherent code 
of a shared morality. Yet was 
there ever such a thing? Yes. a 
kind of code can be observed 
in foe delightful Ealing come¬ 
dies. But it is not really a 
moral code. 

Rather, it is a code of 
manners founded on relations 
of deference and superiority, a 
code that does have one strik- 
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ing characteristic. The hum¬ 
our and gentleness, even the 
chicanery, which marie the 
Ealing comedies depended on 
dear-cut roles being unhesitat¬ 
ingly accepted and therefore 
on irmirwf ambition. 

I n that respect these come¬ 
dies did reflect accurately 
English society when it 
was stall in an aristocratic 
mould. That pattern has been 
destroyed by Thatcherism. 
The historical role of 
Thatcherism was to turn the 
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market from a merely eco¬ 
nomic device into a social 
gospel that aimed to raise 
ambitions—to avert foe threat 
of socialism by making every¬ 
one feel part of the market 
system and a beneficiary of 
exchange relationships. But 
that gospel, by implication, 
undermined the pattern of 
deference and superiority that 
had long survived foe achieve¬ 
ment of equality before the law 
in Britain. 

By destroying foe clear-cut 
identities that had marked a 
residualfy aristocratic society, 
identities which sustained so¬ 
cial order through foe subtle 
systmi of cues and accents, 
inclusions and exclusions that 
govern intercourse in foe Ea¬ 
ling comedies, Thatcherism 
undermined the limits on am¬ 
bition which such a system 
imposed. When people no 
longer fed fixed into a particu¬ 
lar soda] position, they are 
free to imagine themselves in 
others, to aspire to wealth, 
power and status. Comparing 
what they have with what they 
might have, their wants multi¬ 
ply. The multiplication of 
wants creates not only a far 
more dynamic society but also 
a more anxious one. 

What does social order rest 
on when a traditional pattern 
of superiority and deference 
disappears and with it the 
precisely articulated rotes that 
curbed ambitions? That is the 
question which Thatcherism 
and the New Right fail to 
address. While liberating 
large sections of society from 
the weight of deference and 
lack of self-confidence that had 
earlier kept them submissive, 
they merely present society as 
a cockpit, where the interplay 
of personal ambition and 
money within a legal frame¬ 
work results in outcomes that 
cannot be morally criticised. 

But that is not an adequate 
basis for a sorial order. That is 
wftythe New Right has been 
forced to fall back, for want of 
anything better, on fictitious 


basics as a kind of deus erfr 
machina to produce axial " 
order. 

Thatcherism and the New 
Right have singly failed to 
understand that liberal ideal¬ 
ism — what they dismiss as 
sorial liberalism — offers foe 
only longrierm hope of found¬ 
ing a sorial order on indivfc 
ual freedom. Liberalism 
properly understood is not a 
soft option or easy way out . 
Far from avoiding the issue of 
sorial order, as many of its 
critics suggest, it alone ad¬ 
dresses the issue in a plausible 
way. Social liberalism mafcps 
it dear that the only reliable 
basis for order in a free society 
is self-discipline. 

That is foe ultimate rote qfe 
foe written constitutions eroF 
bodying characters of rights 
adopted by most Western 
liberal democracies. Their em¬ 
phasis on reciprocity, and on 
the duties to others that are 
entailed by enjoying rights, 
lays a burden on the indrvid-. 
ual conscience which is both 
the price and the glory of a free 
society. A free society eschews 
paternalism, but provides a 
dear framework for legitimate 
ambition, thus helping agents ' 
to shoulder foe burden of 
anxiety that is the concomitant 
of freedom. 

Normiessness is a threat to 
freedom. The market is not 
enough. But the answer is nett 
to daydream about an Eating 
comedy world of shabby \ 
gentility. 

Of course there is a sting in 
file tall of this argument It is 
that achieving a dear liberal 
identity for Britain requires 
major reforms: attending to 1 
foe inadequacies of an unwrit¬ 
ten constitution and taking foe 
preconditions of equal oppor¬ 
tunity seriously. 

□ Larry Siedentop is a lec-. 
hirer in politics at Kebfe. 
Oxford. His study, Tocqun- ' ■ j 
ville, will be published iniA j 
March (OUF). “ f 
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By Raymond Keene 
CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Groningen qualifier 

THE Professional Chess Asso¬ 
ciation qualifier for foe World 
Chess Championship began 
yesterday in this town in 
North H ollan d. Late entrants 
for foe competition include 
Evgeny Bareev (Russia), Kiri! 
Georgiev (Bulgaria). Alexan¬ 
der Khalifman (Russia). Boris 
Gulko (USA). Simen 
Agdestrin (Norway) and 
Ljubomir Ijubofevic (former 
Yugoslavia). Britain is repre¬ 
sented by grandmasters Mich¬ 
ael Adams and Julian 
Hodgson. Adams is in excel¬ 
lent form, as can be seen from 
the following win against roe 
of his leading competitors. The 
diagram position shows foe 
moment when Adams 
launched foe attack that shat¬ 
tered Vladimir Kramnik's 
position. 

While: Vladimir Kramnik 
(Russia) 

Hade Michael Adams (UK) 
Biel 1993 
English Opening 

1 NI3 Nf6 

2 C4 06 

3 83 C5 

A Bgz . Bb7 

S M. g6 

0 Nc3. 0g7 

7 04 CXd4 

8 Qxd4 0-0 

9 Qh4 ’ dS • 

to Bhs Nbd7 

11 b3 Rea 

12 Bxg7 Kxg7 

13 GcW Kg8 

14 Rad Rc5 

15 b4 Rc8 

16 a3 Rea 

17 04 QC7 

18 Nd5 QOS 

19 Bh3 FtedS 

» NU2 Bid 

21 Bg2 aS 

22 NU3 RcS 


• t:± 


mjmWE 


>jt I u* IjubjP 


8 *> C d e I g h 

26 Nxf4 eS 

27 012 ax}4 

28 Qxf4 

29 Rc3 q5 

30 Ndg Oe7 

31 95 RcB W- 

32 Rfd b5 

33 h4 , Bb7 

34 Kh2 . Rce 

35 cats a*t>5 

ft 

37 Rxc6 

38 Rxc6 Bxcfi 

39 Nb3 Qa7 

■to was Bd? 

41 Be2 004 

« ^ Ob2 

43 0*2 Qxa3 

44 CUB Qh3+ 

45 KJ2 Sw + 

46 Ke3 

47 Nh7 Oe, 

White resigns 

Hastings 

Britain's premier aJl-pfay-aJI 

tournament starts at Hastings 4 

on December 29 and ruS 
unffl January 6. with the 
general congress continuing 
toitil January 9. The ifoe-mj 
fas been announced and in- 
audes grandmasters John 
Nunn, Ian Rogers. Matthew 
Swter, foe British champion j 

Michael Hennigan. and ■ 

Ketevan Arakhamia. one of 
foe fo remost female players ? 

from Georgia. j 
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Diagram alter Black's 2S& r 
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Rightwingers urge 
Patten to rewrite 
school timetable 
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By John O'Leary 

EOVCATIOX EDITOR 

INFLUENTIAL Conserva¬ 
tives today launch a cam¬ 
paign for an even more radical 
shake-up of the national cur¬ 
riculum than envisaged in 
plans to be submitted to the 
L»overnmeni this week. 

Sheila Lawlor, deputy 
director of the Cemre fo'r 
rohcy Studies, has told John 
Patten, the Education Secre¬ 
tary. that the plans disclosed 
in last Friday's Times do not 
go far enough. She says in a 
letter published today that 
radical rethinking" is needed 
to halt educational decline. 

The proposals, which will 
be published in the new' year, 
form the final pan of Sir Ron 
Dealing’s review of the curric- 


B Proposals that the Government should 
make vocational specialisation hy over-14s 
a medium-term objective are under attack 



Lawlor warned Patten 
of falling standards 

Sterilised 
couple have 
two more 
children 

By A Staff Reporter 

A COUPLE who had two 
children after undergoing 
sterilisation operations plan to 
sue a health authority in the 
High Court for £50.000 
compensation. 

Jill and Christopher 
Spratley decided to have the 
operations to prevent further 
pregnancies after the births of 
their first two children. Rich¬ 
ard, how 17. and Maiisa, 16. 

Mrs Spratley was ill 
throughout her first two preg¬ 
nancies .and also suffered a 
still birth. 

Her husband was sterilised 
at Heatherwood Hospital in 
Ascot. Berkshire. Mrs 
Spratley. 37. of Bracknell, 
Berkshire, later became preg¬ 
nant with Craig, now 11. 

She said: "The hospital 
couldn’t give us an explana¬ 
tion. Then ! derided to be 
sterilised because we thought 
three was enough. The 
sterilisation was a success for 
nine years and then 1 got 
pregnant again." The couple’s 
last child. Kia, was bom two 
years ago. 

“1 didn’t realise 1 was preg¬ 
nant 3t first," Mrs Spratley 
said. “I’d been under the 
hospital’s care anyway 
because they were going to 
give me a hysterectomy for 
medical reasons. 

"Before they would do that, 
they said.I had to have a 
pregnancy test. 1 thought it 
would be stupid, but I went to 
my GP and he did two tests 
which showed I was pregnant 

"He wasn't satisfied so he 
sent me to the hospital for a 
scan and there was Kia on the 
screen." 

Mr and Mrs Spratley issued 
a High Court writ against 
East Berkshire Health Au¬ 
thority for more than £ 50,000 
compensation. They are suing 
for loss of earnings and 
because Mrs Spratley will not 
be able to work while Kia is 
young. . 

A Heatherwood Hospital 
spokesman said it had not 
received the writ, but con¬ 
firmed that the hospital had 
been contacted by Mrs 
Spratlev*s solicitors. 


uJum and its tests. The curric¬ 
ulum would he revised by 
Easter to reduce compulsory 
teaching in most subjects and 
give schools more flexibility. 

Beyond the age of 14. only 
mathematics, science. English 
and physical education would 
remain compulsory, although 
pupils would have to take 
short courses in technology 
and a foreign language, as 
well as religious education, 
careers and sex education. 

Sir Ron's aim is to create a 
system from 14 to 19 allowing 
for more specialisation, espe¬ 
cially in vocational subjects. 
However, he regards imme¬ 
diate implementation of this 
as impractical, and his report 
will relegate the introduction 
of vocational streams from 14 
to a ‘‘medium-term objective". 
He favours a continental-style 
system of job-related courses, 
but sees the development of 
suitable syllabuses as a 
lengthy operation. 

Alan Srmthers. professor of 
education at Manchester 
University, welcomed the ap¬ 
proach. He said yesterday: 
“The way vocational courses 
are structured at present, they 
do not stretch people. 1 am all 




in favour of providing a focus 
for 14 and 15-year-olds who 
want something different to 
the present school curriculum, 
but we have to put in place 
good vocational education if it 
is going to succeed." 

Dr Lawlor said Sir Ron’s 
proposals would perpetuate 
the comprehensive model, 
rather than offering the vari¬ 
ety of schooling necessary. 
Pupils should be given the 
choice of vocational or aca¬ 
demic education, rather than 
all following the same basic 
curriculum. 

Dr Lawlor told Mr Panen 
that many Conservatives 
would be worried by the pro¬ 
posals to make only piecemeal 
modifications to the curricu¬ 
lum. “We fear that if the gov¬ 
ernment continues to impose a 
flawed system ... standards 
will decline, schools and teach¬ 
ers will be forced into a 
straitjacket of dull mediocrity, 
and parents, whose children 
are educated in maintained 
schools, will be denied the 
choice of education which you 
and your predecessors have 
fought so hard to give them." 

Education, page 28 
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Natasha Diot at the student memory championships in London yesterday. The 
Oxford -University, who among other feats memorised a randomly shuffled p 


le winner was Jonathan Hancock, of 
pack of cards within four minutes 


Custody-battle boy 
sues law officer 




By Lin Jenkins 


A BOY aged 12 whose Ameri¬ 
can father spent nine years in 
a legal battle over custody is 
planning to sue the Official 
Solicitor for failing to act m his 
best interests. 

The action, in which the boy 
will seek damages against 
Peter Harris and ms predeces¬ 
sor in the post. David 
Venables, will be the firsT 
taken by a child against the 
senior legal officer. 

The boy. who is a ward of 
court and cannot be named, 
maintains that court proceed¬ 
ings concerning him went 
against the spirit of the Child¬ 
ren Act 1989, which is based an 
the principle that the wish of 
the child should be heeded. 

Under the Act. there has 
been a spate of legal actions 
from children demanding to 
l/ve with an adult of their 
choice, in some cases gaining 
a “divorce’' from thear-parents. 

The child now lives with his 
father, a jazz pianist and 
computer expert, after run¬ 
ning away from his another. A 
court endorsed his decision in 
October. At earlier hearings, 
he was represented by die 
Official Solicitor and refused 
separate representation de¬ 
spite the fact that the Official 
Sol id tort recommendations 
did not reflect his own wishes. 

During the legal battle, the 
boy. who has joint British and 


American nationality, was at 
times prevented from making 
frequent visits to his grand¬ 
parents in the United States 
and was stopped from seeing 
his father for seven months. 

His father, who campaigns 
for the group Families Need 
Fathers, said: “My son wanted 
to goto one of two state schools 
which have a good reputation 
for music and the court 
Stopped him. He is now at the 
school of his clwice- 
“It was only this year at my 
insistent that a judge actually 
spoke to him about what he j 
wanted. The Official Solicitor 
did not reflect his wishes and 
understandably my son is 1 
very angry about it i 

“The whole case stinks. It 
has cost the taxpayer probably , 
£500,000 and we still have the 
situation where we have to ' 
give the court 45 days' notice 
before we go abroad." j 

Father and son ale today 
seeing a solicitor to begin ; 
proceedings against/Mr Har¬ 
ris. The case began nine years | 
ago when the boy's parents 
split At first the boy made 
fortnightly visits to his father 
but the couple's failure to 
agree led to numerous court 
hearings. "The whole thing 
has injured his relationship 
with his mother and my son | 
believes he has grounds to i 
sue." the father said. i 


Shooting ruling puts 
birds in firing line 

By Nigel Hawkes, science editor 


TWO dead birds could have 
cooked the goose of legislation 
protecting Britain’s rarest spe¬ 
cies. On Friday. Daniel 
Quinn, a Scottish tenant farm¬ 
er, was cleared of the charge of 

lolling two barnacle geese, 
despite evidence given by his 
landlord, the Wildfowl and 
Wetlands Trust 
Mr Quinn. 48, argued that 
he was entitled to shoot barna¬ 
cle geese — a spedes protected 
under British and European 
Community legislation — 
because of a provision in the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 


allowing unlicensed shooting 
where severe damage to crops 
can be proved.- 

At his trial in Dumfries, the 
sheriff ruled for an acquittal 
after David Brown, an official 
from the Scottish Office Agri¬ 
culture and Fisheries Depart¬ 
ment, said damage had been 
done to the land Mr Quinn 
farms near the Solway Firth. 

Dr Myrfyn Owen, director 
general of the trust said 
yesterday: “I am dismayed to 
hear of this acquittal. The 
future looks grim for so-called 
protected spedes." 


Virus kills 
eight at 
care home 

A flu-type virus has killed 
eight elderly patients in ten 
days at a convalescent home. 

Health officials have carried 
out tests on the virus at the 
French home in Brighton, 
East Sussex. 

The home is owned by the 
French government and most 
of the patients are French. Hie 
dead were three men and five 
women. Police have ruled out 
suspicious circumstances. 

Three held 

Three men aiTested in connec¬ 
tion with the killing in October 
of John Reynolds, a wealthy 
businessman, near his home 
in Rush den. Northampton¬ 
shire. were being questioned 
by police last night 

High anxiety 

Police at Manchester airport 
boarded a British Airways jet 
when it landed from New 
York yesterday and detained 
one man. Another was taken 
to hospital with a suspected 
broken nose. 

Raiders shoot 

Four men were under arrest 
after a gang who robbed cus¬ 
tomers at a wine bar in South¬ 
wark, London, opened fire at 
police charing them on foot 
and by car. No one was hit. 

All-year Santa 

A retired . Rqyal Navy officer. 
Andrew Clark, 67, has taken 
up residence at a theme park , 
at Aviemore, Highland, as 1 
Britain’s only full-time Father 
Christmas. 

Garage stolen 

Thieves who dismantled and 
carried off Ruth Greenshidd'S 
garage at Moreton Valence, 
Gloucestershire, left nothing 
behind but an old umbrella. 

Bond winners 

Winners in the National Savings 
premium bond weekly draw are: 
£100.000: 28PL 974785 (winner 
lives in Edinburgh, value of hold¬ 
ing £280): £50,000: 14WN 640941 
(Somerset, £630); £25,000: 6LT 
687876 (Leicester. £671). 


Independent seeks backer 


WITH sales falling to crisis 
levels on both weekdays and 
Sundays, a board meeting of 
Newspaper Publishing, own¬ 
er of The Independent and 
Independent on Sunday, will 
deride tomorrow whether to 
begin negotiations over a 
minority shareholding worth 
more than £10 million with 
three of Britain’s biggest 
newspaper groups. 

They are United Newspa¬ 
pers, owner of the Daily and 
Sunday Express, Mirror 
Group Newspapers, and The 
Daily Telegraph, owned by 
Conrad Blade 

As a rival option, the board 
win also consider a business 


By Brian MacArthur 

plan presented by Patrick 
Morrissey, the chief executive, 
which would require support 
from City institutions rather 
than newspaper publishers. 
The plan would involve 
severe cuts in editorial costs. 
Some members of the board 
will object that The Indepen¬ 
dent needs a long-term plan 
and dial City institutions seek 
a short-term return. 

If that view is upheld, 
Andreas Wbattam Smith, the 
edrtar-m-riiid. will argue that 
a new minority stake for a 
British newspaper group is 
preferable to savage editorial 
cuts. His view is shared by die 
paper's two biggest investors. 


Spam's El Pais and La 
Repubbtica of Italy, who with 
Mr Whittam Smith and Mat¬ 
thew Symonds. his co¬ 
founder. own 48 per cent of 
the shares. The Italians and 
Spaniards would control 
more than half die shares if 
the board backs Mr Whittam 
Smith's preferred option. 

He has been talking to Lord 
Stevens, chairman of United 
Newspapers, as well as David 
Montgomery, chief executive 
of MGN. and Mr Black. If the 
Whittam Smith option is 
backed, The independent 
would share pruning and 
distribution facilities with its 
new partner. 


Homeless 
threatened 
by legal 
shake-up 

By Philip Webster 

POLITICAL EDITOR 

THE homeless could lose the 
automatic right to a council 
property in a shake-up of 
housing polic> being planned 
for the new year. 

Under proposals which will 
appear in a consultation paper 
within the next few weeks, 
more of the homeless. Includ¬ 
ing single mothers, would be 
housed in short-term private 
accommodation. 

Sir George Young, housing 
minister, pledged ar the Con¬ 
servative Party conference in 
October That he would tackle 
the “unfairnesses" of the 
present system. 

Legislation will be needed 
because local authorities are 
now required to place the 
“statutorily homeless" — in¬ 
cluding single parents and 
other vulnerable groups — on 
council house waiting lists, 
often in from of couples who 
hare been there a long time. 

The changes will mean that 
more of the homeless, includ¬ 
ing single mothers, will go to 
temporary homes which are 
leased from the private sector, 
or to housing association 
properties. 

Sir George said at the 
conference: “How do we ex¬ 
plain to the young couple who 
want to wait for a home before 
they start a family that they 
cannot be rehoused ahead of 
of the unmarried teenager 
expecting her first, probably 
unplanned, child?" 

There are also expected to be 
tighter checks on claims by 
children, that they have been 
thrown out by their parents. 
There are fears that such 
assertions are often made to 
provide an excuse for finding 
permanent homes. Under the 
proposals, councils would be 
sent guidance from the Gov¬ 
ernment which would encour¬ 
age them to use rented homes 
and hostels for the homeless. 

Senior ministers will insist 
that the new arrangements 
should not be seen as an attack 
on single mothers and that 
councils would still have a 
duty to ensure they are proper¬ 
ty housed. 

However. Labour is certain 
to claim that tile proposals will 
add to the difficulties of the 
homeless because they will 
toiow they can only stay in 
their properties for a given 
period before having to make 
new plans. 




Kitchen pin-up is an Old Master 


By John Shaw 

an OLD Master drawing found pinned to proved te provenance.; Despite being in a 
haefcofa kitchen door in a Binningham kitchen, he aid it wasmgwd condition, 
the baac o £23,000 The British Museum confirmed the stamp 

^7i4 0 n jSiuLy 12 to be that of John Richardson Jnr (1694-177!) 

« an elderiy nSn^ho had no a painter whose, falter, also an MtisUurfa 
■rfH ofX origin or vilue of the study, celebrated collection of Old Master 

W** '%S?£S£S sn*?: Crisfiamt Romalfi, an Old Master drawing 
Sothebys; ejT* ownw0 rkby Carlo Maratta, specialist at Sotheby’s, said the work was 
* M i?il«eoiuVlhdi an baroque swtist. and is a Sa lotwo othos now iotbe Uravrebut 
a ™S£?Tstiidy for an important altar represented a father step m the final 
preparatory * j Rome. The potential composition. It is exeentedm pen and brown 

ink and wash over black dunk and has an 
importan Alton. a director of arched top. 


deSS bv Richard Allen, a director of 
Jib Fine Art. Shrewsbury, who was called 

n yesterday “Wfcti alerted me first 

^ the fact that the drawing was of fine 
executed on old paper. It was 
[Uslhty , nnf framed and on the" bottom 


arched top. 

The drawing was on anally commissioned 
by the Marchese Oram Spada and dedicat¬ 
ed to the Virgin and St Carlo JBorromeo and 
St Ignatius Loyola, the family’s two patron 
saints. The finished altar piece is in die 



as , ^Milted on old paper, u was sjuml*. ****«««* 

Sfamed and on the bottom Spada Chapel in the Church of Santa Mans 

fihe paperwas the collection stamp which in Vallicella. Rome. 


Maratta's drawing for 
a Some altar piece 


PRODUCT RECALL 


UPDATE 


LADIES BLACK 
VELVET-LOOK SHOE 
CROSS-OVER FRONT 

£14 (From 19th Nov.) 

Some of these shoes do not meet our safety specifications. 
The FAULTY shoes can be identified by the following 
code stamped on the sole: 

-1119 
A3120 


IT HAS NOW BEEN ESTABLISHED THAT THESE SHOES 
(HAVE BEEN ON DISPLAY SINCE SEPTEMBER 1993.1 


The shoes which are NOT FAULTY can be identified by the 
following code stamped on the sole: 

1119 

3120 

Customers who have purchased the FAULTY shoes, OR WHO ARE 
UNABLE TO READ THE CODE STAMPED ON THE SOLE, 
are asked to return them to the Customer Sevice Desk of their local 

store for a refund. 

NO OTHER ST. MICHAEL FOOTWEAR IS AFFECTED. 

- .StTttichael _ 













t 


m 


i 


rat 






wz’iZ.***' ** * 


**s V r r fP 


»V ■** “** 


Vanishing 


ill 


r*rp77r 


. it 

lii 1 '-<■<(■ O'Il 


Mi 


Mspni 


lliiwZI 


^amT " 4 •» 

^ipofauS5 ****> 


SvSw ^ 


LiiTTT 


5*=?» 







1 

























..Tt-in . .... » 

r <"n«- ne/5 1 .u D |; ! i J | ioa. 


THE times MONDAY DECEMBER 201993 




Doctor demands 
better deal for 
hospital victims 



f) 


Bv Jeremy Laurance 
and Roger Dobson 

THE “lousy system" for deal- 
complaints of medi- 
caJ negUgence must be 
reiormed. says a hospital doc- 
tor involved in a dispute that 
“ok 11 years to resolve. 

Many cases are abandoned 
before any agreement is 
reached, according to Dr Gra¬ 
ham Neale. He believes that 

most complaints should be 
settled within six months. 

Dr Neale, consultant physi¬ 
cian at Addenbrooke'S Hospi¬ 
tal. Cambridge, said: The 
system is lousy. Once you get 
into these Jong periods, memo¬ 
ries fail and you cannot get a 
lot from case notes." 

His criticism comes as a 
government enquiry team pre- 
ffcires its recommendations on 
handling medical complaints. 
The enquiry, set up by Virgin¬ 
ia Bortomfey. Health Secre¬ 
tary. will report next month. 

Dr Neale, who advises law¬ 
yers handling medical negli¬ 
gence cases, said: "In the UK, 
a medical-legal decision is 


■ A proposal for no-fault settlement of 
medical negligence cases would give 
compensation in months rather than years 


rarely reached within three 
years of the incident. The 
longest period I have been 
involved in was II years. Out 
of the 100 cases I looked at, 
only 25 were received within a 
year of the event and 24 were 
delayed by more titan three 
years. In contrast, the Swedish 
complaint system — with no 
fault compensation [which 
does not require fault to be 
proved! — resolves cases with¬ 
in six months." 

Dr Neale said that three out 
of four dinical faults he found 
might have been avoided by 
better care. “Studies have 
shown that only 10 per cent of 
cases where there is a medical 
error are in fact looked at." 

Cases are often delayed 
because solicitors do not know 
where to turn for expert ad¬ 
vice. Richard Dawson, who 
works for a firm of lawyers 


Vanishing 
flight firm 
grounds 
travellers 

By Dominic Kennedy 

A TRAVEL company offering 
cheap flights has disappeared. 
^ grounding hundreds of 
Christmas and New Year 
holidaymakers. 

Premier Travel has aban¬ 
doned its offices in the West 
End of London, leaving be¬ 
hind a few leased computers 
and some incomplete paper¬ 
work. The firm, which adver¬ 
tised in listings magazines, 
was particularly popular 
among expatriates flying 
home for the holiday season. 

Among the stranded travel¬ 
lers was a man due to marry 
in Bali, and a Nigerian wed¬ 
ding party that included the 
guest bringing the rings- The 
company was not bonded, so 
tourists are unlikely to be 
refunded. • 

Premier Travel was run bya 
Spaniard. Jos* Lamda, a re¬ 
spected figure with 20 years in 
the industry. He is believed to 
have gone to Honduras with 
his Central American wife. 

The company asked custom¬ 
ers to send cheques for flights, 
and booked reservations with 
airlines without paying the 
full money. The customers 
realised something was wrong 
only 72 hours before the flight 
when the promised tickets 
failed to arrive. 

j Det Con Craig McKinlay 
has spoken to 60 victims who 
paid for flights to all parts of 
the world, including Britons 
seeking winter sunshine and 
European city breaks. He is 
letting them try to book a 
replacement flight before am- 
ducting full interviews in the 
new year. 

“ft’s almost impossible to 
get a flight at this time of year, 
so there have been a lot of 
tears." he said. “It illustrates 
the importance of using a 
company which is bonded." 


Mystery of 
King Tut’s 
queen may 
be solved 

By Norman Hammond 

ARCHAEOLOGY 

CORRESPONDENT 

THE mummy of Tutan- 
khamun's queen may belying 
unrecognised in tiw: Egyptian 
Valley of the Kings. The 
“Elder Lady", found nearly a 
century ago in the tomb of 
another pharaoh, Amenhotep 
IT. has hair identical with a 
lode found in die tomb of 
Tutankhamun in 1922. 

The “Elder Lady's” mum¬ 
my had previously been tenta¬ 
tively identified fay James 
Harris and Kent Weeks in X- 
raying the Pharaohs as 
Queen Hatshepsut, die only 
known female pharaoh, but 
when the hair was analysed 
die identity shifted to Queen 
Tiye, consort of Amenophis 
HI. who lived two generations 
before Tnfanlchamrm 

Dr Susan Janies writes in 
the Egyptological journal 
KMT that the age of the 
woman at death was too 
young to have been other of 
these women. The burial pos¬ 
ture “suggests a status in fife 
greater than Great Royal 
Wife”. She adds: The flexed 
arm and clenched hand with 
upraised thumb may indicate 
that she once held symbols of 
a queen regnant" 
Tutankhamun's queen was 
Ankhesenamun. who would 
have been about 15 when she 
was married to the nine-year- 
old pharaoh, her half brother. 
After his death. Dr James 
suggests, she may have mar¬ 
ried his successor Ay. and 
died in her early thirties. 

Dr John Taylor, of the 
British Museum's Depart¬ 
ment of Egyptian Antiquities, 
said the theory was interest¬ 
ing but could not be proved. 
"There is no evidence that die 
position of the arms indicates 
royal status." 
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SONY CMH HI 
NORMAL PRICE £424. 
LESS £225 CASHBACK 
NOW ONLY 
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NOW ONLY 
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specialising in medical negli¬ 
gence cases m Sate. Cheshire, 
said: "I am getting cases 
where up to five or six solici¬ 
tors have already been in¬ 
volved. Medical claims are a 
specialised area. If you don't 
know the area, you can waste 
months, even years." 

Pressure for some form of 
no-fault compensation along 
the lines of the Swedish sys¬ 
tem is growing, "With the 
British system, if you can 
prove fault you can get say £1 
million compensation for a 
child. But another family 
whose child has the same kind 
of damage and who needs the 
same type of expensive care 
may get nothing because fault 
is not proved. In Scandinavia, 
the state looks after all dam¬ 
aged children — the money is 
spread more evenly," Dr 
Neale said. 


HOME NEWS 7 

gnorant lawyers 
delay cash claims 


By Roger Dobson 


It took Peter Bates ten years to reach a settlement in his son Chistopher’5 case 


WHEN Matthew NichoUs 
died on August 23, 1985, his 
parents began legal action for 
medical negligence. Different 
lawyers advised the family to 
give up several times before 
die case was resolved nearly 
eight years later. 

In another case. Stephen 
Withington believes be wast¬ 
ed a year, m which a solicitor 
failed to make any progress, 
until he tracked down one of 
tiie 70 law firms in the UK 
that specialises in medical 
negligence daims. It achieved 
a settlement of £L5 million for 
his wife. 

The time it takes medical 
negligence daims to reach 
settlement is frequently 
blamed on evasive action by 
hospitals or doctors, but there 
is increasing evidence that 
lawyers are also at fault 

Most patients seeking legal 
advice turn first to their own 
solicitor, who often has tittle 
or no experience of medical 
cases. Some families have 
gone through as many as six 
different firms, wasting years 
while all the time having to 
pay for the care of severely 
disabled people. 

Matthew Nteholls, a teen¬ 
ager. died at Kidderminster 
General Hospital, Hereford 


and Worcester, on August 23, 
1985. his parents' wedding 
anniversary. Wendy and John 
NichoUs decided to take legal 
action over a family doctor's 
treatment 

After four firms of solicitors 
and almost five years, they 
found success with a leading 
specialist firm in Greater 
Manchester. 

When Mr Whhington’s 
wife was crippled while giv¬ 
ing birth, he went to a firm of 
lawyers who had handled 
conveyancing for him —“they 
were die only solicitors I 
really knew". He said that 
eventually he was told that the 
firm were not specialists and 
was advised to move. 

Peter Bates began legal 
action against Gwent Health 
Authority ten years ago when 
his son Christopher was left 
paralysed from the neck down 
and partially sighted after his 
birth at NeviU Hall Hospital, 
Abergavenny. Mr Bares, a 
retired teacher, said: “1 went 
to the solicitor who had dealt 
with my house purchase.” He 
too finally changed his solici¬ 
tor, "but I believe we lost ■ 
between two and three years".* 

The Bates case ended after 
ten years with an out-of-court 
settlement of £600.000. 


[ AN URGENT APPEAL PROM THE CITIZENS AND SURVIVORS OF HIROSHIMA 1 




SATO MI OBA, Director, 
Puiooiucn Action Hiroshima. 
“No more nudeor weapons 
materials should be created. 
This a the fervent hope of the 
tens of thousands of people 
who suffered at Hiroshima''. 


FOR NEARLY 50 YEARS SINCE THE 
fateful day Hiroshima was struck 
by an atom bomb, our loved ones 
have suffered from the lingering 
effects of the deadly nuclear radia¬ 
tion that assaulted our city. 

MANY OF US 
spend our lives 
in hospitals. 

Others suffer 
quietly at home. 

Leukemia, 
cancer, other 
diseases and 
constant fatigue 
are frequent So 
many lives have 
been ruined by 
the continuing 
effects of radia¬ 
tion. What 
happened to us 
must never 
happen again. 

AS THE WITNESSES TO 
Hiroshima, we feel an unbear¬ 
able sadness knowing that Japan’s 
electric utilities have shipped 
over 3,400 tonnes of radioac¬ 
tive waste to your country 
from our nuclear plants. They say it is for “repro¬ 
cessing”. But we say it is criminal for our country 
to dump our nuclear waste in yours, exposing 
your citizens to the deadly risks of radiation. 

DESPITE STRONG PUBLIC OPPOSITION, JAPAN 
has begun construction of its own reprocessing 
plant at Rokkasho Mura. Our plant will cost 
more than THORP, which is built to cheaper, 



nuclear waste at Sellafield will 
result in sufficient plutonium to 
make more than.2,000 nuclear 
weapons. At the very moment in 
history when nuclear disarmament 
appears within grasp, japan’s . 
pursuit of plutonium-based 
nuclear technology threatens to 
revive the global aims race. 

AS THE CITIZENS OF HIROSHIMA, 
we can no longer stand silently 
by, watching our government as 
it obstinately pushes your coun¬ 
try, our country, and the world, 
to the edge of 


FUMITAICE NAKAMURA, 
Second pencrarixjo hUmhisha.’ 

“Operating THORP would 
trample on the wishes of 
West Cumbria and 
Hiroshima peoples". 


more hazardous standards. Japanese utilities are 
eager to reap the savings from THORP’S lower 
cost But it is the people of West Cumbria and 
others downwind who will pay the price. 

RELIABLE REPORTS FROM THE U.K. INDICATE 
a far greater incidence of leukemia among the 
children of parents who worked at Sellafield. 
What good are the jobs and income promised by 
THORP if it also contaminates the workers and 
makes their children sick? We cannot bear the 
thought that our country may be responsible for 
such suffering by the citizens of your country. 
BUT THE EFFECTS OF THORP WILL NOT BE 

confined to the U.K. The reprocessing of Japanese 


another nuclear 
precipice. We 
declare our 
strong support 
for ail U.K. citi¬ 
zens opposed 
to THORP. Let 
us urge both 
our countries to 
find responsible alternatives to 
THORP. Let us work together 
against the proliferation of plu¬ 
tonium and nuclear weapons. 

THORP IS NOT THE ANSWER. 
THORP will be Japan’s shame, 
and a most dangerous and costly 
mistake for the U.K- Both the 
citizens of the Rokkasho Mura 
area &nd West Cumbria deserve 
better — better economic secu¬ 
rity and a safe and healthy envi¬ 
ronment to raise their children. 

Let us work together to that end. 



SUZUKO NUMATA, H&a- 
kusha. Age 21 when bombed 
1 km. from epicentre. 

"Each individual's 'peace 
movement' has the power 
to finally lead to a monu¬ 
mental tree of peace". 



MAMORU NISH1MOTO, 
Second peneration Muktiffto. 
"The lessons of Hiroshima 
hasv not been learned if 
THORP operates 


‘Hiroshima atm bomb survivor 

Tawtoshi ASM, Member, House of Repteenwiva. 

Hiiwtuma, Japanese Diet 

Akdu Ijhum, HibakushA Member. Hiroshima Prefect ut e Legislator 


TaTSUEUM Komosu Member, Howe of Rcpraenothres, 
Hiroshima, Upaoese Dirt 

Koflio Kuukaba, Member, House ofConnaDofs, 

Hiroshima, Japanese Did 

ShOHU Kduju. Second generation Wbnfaefw, end-nodear saiwia 


SduKO Klthhjuu, Htbakuska. poet 

Ichiro Mowtah, HUu kusha , Pres dan, (jpan Congrcu Against 
Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs Chairperson, Hiroshima Congress 
Against Alomk and Hydrogen Bomba 
Suzu&o Numkta, Htbekusha, Founding Member, Hiroshima 
Hihekudu For Youth 


&ATOM Oba. Director. Plutonium Action Hiroshima 
YvtOO Yokohama, Secretary General, Hiroshima Cbagrm Againn 
Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs 
Makoto Yoshino, Painter 
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Evacuation of wounded children puts freelance ‘Operation Angel’ under inter^ionaljcrutiny 


UN lifts Mostar siege to fly out 33 Muslims 


■ While aid agencies managed to rescue 
some victims of the war, a relief convoy to 
others stranded in a Croatian enclave was 
halted after ammunition was found on board 


By Tom Rhodes in eastern mostar 
and Our Foreign Staff 


UNITED Nations helicopters 
and armoured cars yesterday 
evacuated 33 sick and wound¬ 
ed Bosnian Muslims, includ¬ 
ing 11 children, from the towns 
of Mostar and Visoko, UN 
officials said 

They were scheduled to be 
taken by air to hospitals 
abroad within the next few 
days as part of “Operation 
Angel", organised by humani¬ 
tarian agencies, the British 
government and Sally Becker, 
the freelance British aid work¬ 
er. Twenty armoured vehicles 
from the UN Protection Force 
(Unprofor) carried 22 Mus¬ 
lims. including two children, 
with 22 of their relatives out of 
eastern Mostar. which has 
been under siege by separatist 
Bosnian Croats since May, to 
the Croatian port of Split on 
the Adriatic 

AJemka Usinski, spokes¬ 
woman for the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
which helped to organise the 
operations, said the patients 
were transferred to 35 ambu¬ 
lances brought by Ms Becker 
and driven north to Split Ten 
children and 18 of their rela¬ 
tives were taken in ambu¬ 
lances from the central towns 
of Zenica and Kakanj to 
nearby Visoko. where they 
were loaded onto two Sea 
King helicopters of the British 
Unprofor battalion. 

The people of eastern 
Mostar, whose devastated 
minarets and shell-marked 
buildings increasingly resem¬ 
ble an apocalyptic vision of the 
future, have been unable to 
evacuate any wounded tor at 
least three months. The Mus¬ 
lim quarter has been virtually 
razed by Bosnian Croat mor¬ 
tars. decimating die mainly 
Muslim population. 

The suffering continued in 
eastern Mostar yesterday al¬ 
most within sight of the con¬ 
voy as it wound its way 
through the mine-riddled hill¬ 
side to Bosnian Croat territo¬ 


ry. A number of shells tended 
in the heart of the Muslim 
quarter, a reminder from die 
Croat positions that despite 
the success of the operation the 
dty would not escape die 
continuous pounding that has 

. .become as much a part of 
* daily life as the lack of food 
and clothing and the stench of 
death. 

The gaunt survivors, who 
run from street to street to 
avoid the terrifying crack of 
sniper fire, are visibl y wast ing 
away in their underground 
hollows. A packet of Western 
cigarettes still raises thanks 
but no smiles any more. One 
Bosnian soldier claimed that 
the Croat snipers are so accu¬ 
rate that in the past month 
they have killed 16 peop le on 
one tiny stretch of the front 
tine which, in certain adjoin¬ 
ing districts, is only 3ft away. 
Yesterday they killed another 
man. who was brought to the 
hospital as the UN was load¬ 
ing its human cargo, but who 
died soon afterwards. 

A Dutch soldier serving 
with the UN force in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina died on Saturday 
ar the British hospital in Vitez 
after accidentally shooting 
himself, the Dutch Defence 
Ministry said in The Hague. 
Paul Nijnatten. 27. was the 
third Dutch soldier killed in 
the former Yugoslavia this 
year. Of the other two, one was 
killed in a road accident the 
other by a mine. 

Ms Beckers convoy, which 
included £1 million in medical 
supplies, had been driven 
from London by 200 volun¬ 
teers. including paramedics 
and firemen, who yesterday 
formed a key link in taking the 
wounded and their families 
from the bonier town of 
Metkovic to Split airport 

The previous day, Ms 
Becker had been at the airport 
to greet five wounded children 
and 12 relatives who had been 
flown in by two RAF Sea King 



United Nations officers help a woman and her 
evacuate the seriously Ql from Bosnia, while a F; 


/ onto a Royal Navy helicopter in Split above, as part of the international operation to 
ier Christmas tries to maintain the seasonal s piri t for children left behind in Sarajevo 



helicopters from Tuzla in 
northern Bosnia. It is thought 
these are the patients destined 
tor hospitals in the Midlands. 
A further six children and six 
relatives were also flown out of 
Sarajevo. Last week Ms 
Becker appealed to John Ma¬ 
jor to save die lives of Bosnian 
Croats trapped in the central 
Bosnian hospital of Nova Bila, 
and claimed that her visit was 
crucial in gaining permission 
for die Mostar exercise. 

The Muslim-led Bosnian 
government said yesterday 
that its forces had discovered 
thousands of bomb-making 
devices in a private aid convoy 
headed for a Croatian enclave 
in central Bosnia. Croatian 
organisers of die ‘'White 
Road" convoy acknowledged a 
cache of bomb detonators 
together with sniper rifle 
sights and walkie-talkie radios 
was uncovered, but said it had 
been planted fay Muslims in a 
plot to stop the aid column. 

In a statement, Bosnia’s 
embassy in Croatia said Bos¬ 
nian army forces halted die 
convoy outside Novi Travmk 
after finding 5,000 explosives 
detonators. 10,000 initiators or 
fuses, a box of sniper scopes 
and nine Motorola two-way 
radio sets hidden among food 
and medical goods. 

“The driver of die convoy, 
upon bein|» questioned, told 
representatives of the Bosnian 



army and the UN Protection 
Force that the [mflitaryj items 
were loaded in Split but he 
was not aware of what was 
loaded," die embassy said. 

It added that the Bosnian 
government would still do 
“everything in its power" to let 
the convoy proceed to the 
beleaguered Croat enclave of 


Nova BQa. The British battal¬ 
ion stationed near Novi 
Travnik confirmed that a 
weapons haul was found in 
the convoy and said a meeting 
was under way with the 
regional Bosnian army com¬ 
mander to decide what to do, 
P Cairo: The world’s top Sun¬ 
ni Muslim leader, Shaikh Gad 


al-Haq All Gad al-Haq, • 
yesterday urged Bosnian 
Muslims to refrain from at¬ 
tacks on civilians and respect 
religious sites. The Mena 
news agency said the shaikh., 
who heads AtAahar, Sunni 
Islam's highest authority in 
Egypt, met the Bosnian Mus¬ 
lim leader Shaikh Mustafa 


Ibrahim here and told him a 
Muslim victory in Bosnia was 
“linked to obedience to God", 
and added. “Islam bans repri¬ 
sals". He urged Bosnian Mos¬ 
lems to “refrain from attacks 
on women, children and 
places of worship". (AFP) 


Becker dispute, page 1 


Hope for 
ceasefire 
as three 
factions 
confer 


By Michael Binyon 
diplomatic editor 


TALKS restart in Geneva 
tomorrow between die 
three warring factions in 
Bosnia, amid hopes that a 
Christmas ceasefire, the 
election results in Serbia 
and an intensive round of 
diplomatic meetings have 
prepared the way for an 
agreement to end the 20- 
month civil war. 

“There are still differ¬ 
ences. especially the ques¬ 
tion of access to the sea," 
one diplomatic source said. 
“But the package appears 
to be acceptable, giving the 
Muslims one third of the 
territory. There is broad 
acceptance that the with¬ 
drawing armies will not 
follow a scorched-earth 
policy, that there will be a 
union of republics and that 
Mostar will be under Euro¬ 
pean control and Sarajevo 
under United Nations 
control." 

It was significant the 
sources said, that there had 
recently been the first high- 
level meeting between 
Croats and Muslims since 
October. The key encoun¬ 
ter tomorrow would be 
between Slobodan Milo¬ 
sevic, the Serbian Presi¬ 
dent. and Franjo Tudjman, 
the Croatian President If 
they agreed, the new map 
could be put to the Mus¬ 
lims, with hopes find it 
would be accepted. 

Lord Owen and Thor- 
vald Stoltenberg. the two 
international mediators, 
have held a number of 
preparatory meetings in 
the past week, including 
one last Friday outside 
Belgrade, and a meeting in 
Vienna with W*dly Claes, 
die Belgian Prime Minis¬ 
ter. who represented the 
European Union. 

The negotiators now 
believe that enough pieces 
have fallen into place to 
make it possible to reach 
overall agreement Propos¬ 
als are on the table tor a 
Christmas ceasefire, which 
would test at least until 
mid-January. 

This was reported by die 
commander of the UN 
peacekeeping forces in for¬ 
mer Yugoslavia, and fol¬ 
lows agreement • between 
Coatia and rebel Serbs 
who are holding territory 
in Krajina. ■ 

Last night diplomats in 
Geneva were careful not to 
express optimism, saying 
there had been too many 
false dawns. But they said 
that the weekend elections 
in Serbia would dear the 
way for the Serbian leader¬ 
ship to show greater 
flexibility. 


British hospitals get 
ready for new arrivals 


By Jenny Knight and Michael Horsnell 


litals in the West 


H OSplt; 

Midlands completed 
plans yesterday to 
cope with 16 Bosnian patients 
and up to 39 relatives who 
were expected to arrive in 
Britain under Operation An¬ 
gel this afternoon. Medical 
sped a lists were on stand-by 
while hospital managements 
had arranged interpreters and 
counsellors. 

The expected six children 
and ten adults will be nursed 
during their flight to 
Birmingham international 
airport by a team of British 
doctors and nurses, headed fay 
trauma surgeon Dr Tony Red¬ 
mond. Despite Government 
promises to cut through red 
tape to speed the evacuation, it 
emerged last night that a five- 
year-old boy with heart dis¬ 
ease might not be on the flight 
after the United Nations re¬ 
ported unexplained “trouble 
with his papers". 

Today's arrivals wifi bring 
the number of sick people 
taken in from the former 
Yugoslavia to 114 after the 
Government had been stung 
into action by the plight of 
Irma Hadtimuraravic. now 
six. from Sarajevo. They are 
being given temporary refugee 
status outside the normal im¬ 
migration rules by the Home 
Office, which a spokesman 
said amounted to exceptional 
leave to remain in Britain for 
die foreseeable future. They 
wifi not be sent back to the 
former Yugoslavia while it 
remains a war zone. 

The medical team on the 
mercy flight, which includes 
Professor David Southall, a 


paediatrician, and trauma 
surgeon Mark Prescott, is 
based at the North Stafford¬ 
shire Hospital in Stoke-on- 
TrenL They were involved in 
the Operation Irma airlift 
from Bosnia-Heraegovina in 
August- Also in the team are 
two trauma nurse specialists, 
two registrars in paediatrics 
and two paediatric nurses. 

The Heartlands Hospital in 
east Birmingham, which 
specialises in chest surgery, is 
to take two boys with war 
injuries and all toe adults. One 
boy, seven, has shrapnel em¬ 
bedded in his head and the 
other, nine, is in constant pain 
from gunshot wounds in the 
legs and abdomen. 

Sheila Simmonds. a manag¬ 
er of the hospital trust, said: 
“Our information is that most 
of the patients have chest 
injuries, with one eye injury 
and me head injury. We are 
trying to arrange for an inter¬ 
preter with a medical back¬ 
ground to come in. We are also 

working to set up religious 
and emotional support fix’ the 
group-** 

The boys will go into a 
chfldren's ward if they are well 
enough and the others will be 
treated in a special wand so 
that they can stay together. 

The Walsgrave Hospital in 
Coventry was expecting a boy 
with water on the brain. The 
Midland Centre for Neurosur¬ 
gery in Smethwick was expect¬ 
ing a girl, aged three, with 
severe curvature of the spine. 
The Grofay Road Hospital in 
Leicester was preparing for 
two boys, aged one and five, 
suffering from serious heart 


defects. An emergency plan¬ 
ning team from the Depart¬ 
ment of Health worked 
throughout toe weekend to 
ensure toe refugees would be 
sent to hospitals able to offer 
immediate help. The Air Bris¬ 
tol plane bringing the patients 
to Britain, has been fitted with 
four stretchers for the most 
serious cases. It was due to 
leave FA ton airport, near Bris¬ 
tol, at 8am today and return to 
Birmingham at about 130pm. 

The evacuation is a joint 
enterprise by the United Na¬ 
tions High Commission for 
Refugees and Sally Becker, the 
independent aid worker 
known as the “Angel of 
Mostar”. 

T hose in Britain already 
are being cared for 
under the auspices of 
the Refugee Council's special 
Bosnia Project, which helps to 
provide accommodation, in¬ 
terpreters and welfare, ami 
help with family reunions. 
Susannah Cox, a spokeswom¬ 
an for the project, said: 
“What'S been good about the 
project is that it's given people 
a chance to deal with the 
traumas they have experi¬ 
enced. What has been difficult 
is that some still haven’t had 
their families join them in 
Britain." 

Inna, who required surgery 
for shrapnel wounds to her 
abdomen and back, remains 
on a ventilator at Great 
Ormond Street Hospital 
London, paralysed from toe 
neck (town because of severe 
neurological problems. How¬ 
ever, she is said to be alert and 
responsive. 


Paris sets 

aspring 

deadline 


From Reuter 

IN PARIS 


FRANCE yesterday said that 
European countries may with¬ 
draw their peacekeeping 
troops from the former Yugo¬ 
slavia next spring if no polit¬ 
ical solution was readied by 
then. 

“If next spring toe condi¬ 
tions for a political solution 
are not reached ... then the 
decision (on European contin¬ 
gents) will have to be taken," 
Francois Lyotard, the Defence 
Minister, told Radio Tele Lux¬ 
embourg. He did not name a 
specific month for France, or 
other European countries in¬ 
volved in peacekeeping opera¬ 
tions. to take a decision. 

Asked if such a withdrawal 
would take the form of a 
unilateral move by European 
peacekeeping contingents, M 
liotard said: That could be 
the case. In this hypothesis we 
would be several taking the 
derisions, consulting the Uni¬ 
ted Nations Organisation but 
with (the participation of) oth¬ 
er Europeans" 

"We cannot accept today’s 
status quo because it is a 
situation which is a failure." 
M L&itard said, adding that 
his call for a political solution 
concerned all parties and not 
just Muslim forces. 

Several French peacekeep¬ 
ing troops have been killed 
and many more have been 
wounded in former Yugosla¬ 
via, where France has a Uni¬ 
ted Nations contingent of 
some 6,000 soldiers. The min¬ 
ister praised the French troops 
who are taking part in toe UN 
operations, saying dial their 
work was “positive". 


The Sally Becker controversy 


’ I 

Health officials scorn spotlight 
approach to humanitarian aid 


From Joel Brand in Sarajevo and Michael Horsnell 


WHILE many have wel¬ 
comed the attention drawn to 
Bosnians needing orgeat 
medical evacuation by Sally 
Becker, her style and mission 
have aroused the ire of health 
officials working full time to 
get treatment for toe same 
beleaguered patients. 

Like Operation Irma before 
it they say. Operation Angel 
does a disservice by bringing 
the media searchlight to bear 
on a few victims of toe 


Bosnian war while neglecting 
behind. 


single bed." Ray Wilkinson. 
UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees spokesman, said. 
About 200 other patients have 
been approved for evacuation 
by the UN. but are awaiting 
countries to agree to accept 
them. Probably two or three 
times that number are wait¬ 
ing to have toeir cases consid¬ 
ered by the UN. 

The crux of the medical 
evacuations lies in finding 
countries that will accept pa- 


tfae thousands left 
Evacuations bring publicity 
and create media stars, but 
scarcely touch toe problem. 

Operation Angd is certain¬ 
ly a humanitarian enterprise 
designed to bring 89 wounded 
Bosnians, most of them child¬ 
ren, to safe, modem hospitals 
where life and limb may be 
saved. It is toe largest such 
United Nations operation of 
the war. But the initiative has 
stumbled. 

Of the 89 patients to whom 
Ms Becker promised release 
from the horrors of the war 
and treatment for their ail¬ 
ments, 45 are remaining be¬ 
hind in Bosnia with dashed 
hopes and diminishing 
chances of recovery. UN 
officials say Ms Becker had 
tittle to do with the evacuation 
of the 44 who were evacuated 
over toe weekend, including 
16 to Britain. 

"This had been Sally 
Becker's responsibility and 
she didn’t come up with one 



Becker her style has 
drawn UN flak 


tients and guarantee their 
treatment The problem, UN 
officials say. is that Ms Bedter 
agreed to organise hospital 
beds in Britain for toe entire 
group of evacuees, but has not 
been able to carry out the 
terms of her agreement 
Ms Becker receives extraor¬ 
dinary media attention, while 


the UN is left straining to 
make up for the large short¬ 
fall in beds for toe patients, 
some of whom will s uff er 
complications as a result of 
the delays. 

Ms Becker. 33. returned to 
Mostar yesterday, where she 
hopes to rescue up to 100 more 
people from the besieged dty 
by toe end of the week. 

The spiky-haired portrait 
ffitist who has no medical 
training but an impressive 
trade record for taking count¬ 
less people to safety through 
toe frontline crossfire, has 
inspired 200 volunteers and 
60 vehicles to join operation 
Angel her latest mission. Ms 
Becker, from Hove. East Sus¬ 
sex. has an extraordinary 
knack for persuading the 
Opals to let her through with 
aid in an ancient battered 
ambulance. 

Her role in toe present 
evacuation of 16 children and 
adults to Britain has been 
acknowledged by the Govern¬ 
ment too ugh not without an 
exchange of flak between her 
and the Office of toe United 
Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees. Some UN offici¬ 
al regard her as “something 
of a foose cannon" while she 
that an "ungraded miss- 
*J C ? a better description. She 
has been accused of “playing 
with lives" by some prefer 
swnal relief workers, whose 
Painstaking work in a field 

■beset by difficulties has a 
lower profile. She was brand¬ 


ed a spy by some of the 
Spanish UN troops. 

Dr Genevieve Begkoyian, 
UNHCR Medevac represen¬ 
tative, said three days ago at 
Nova Bfla, where some of the 
evacuees came from: “This 
operation Is planned with 
Sally or without Sally. She is 
doing this for herself and not 
for others." 

Another official sceptical of 
her motives said: “She thinks 

she can just walk in here and 

everything will be all right It 

is just not like that in Bosnia." 

In return. Ms Becker accus- & 

es the UN of hijacking her 
COTVoy carrying food and £1 
miuioii of medical supplies to 
Mostor. She claimed toat toe 
UN had moved a substantial 
part of the 100 tonnes of aid 
mto_ its own warehouses, 
putting her in peril with toe 
Bosnian Croat authorities by 
damaging their trust in her 
tool Radford, 56. Ms 
Baker's mother, said yestcr- 

Sw “ : Itfzssv 

leaving for Bosnia, there was 
I. proud but upset by wony 
and she said ‘Mum, I want 
you to know i have never 
been so happy 1 , it has riven $ 
her a purpose. 

“She has shown others 
what can be done by detenn- 
ination. I haven’t got a word 
to describe how courageous 
she is. But die doesn't pause 
to think about' something 
demanding-Courage until sbl 
has done it". 
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ggg nomy crippled as sanctions bite and inflation rockets above 100,000 per cent 

.glves^erb voters * 1 
little to choose from 


EXACTLY a year ago voters 
pounrg out of the polling 
station in Belgrade's industri¬ 
al suburb of Rakovica gave a 
strong indication of which 
way the electoral wind was 
blowing. Most were casting 
their ballots for the extreme 
naponalist Radical Party of 
Vojislav Seselj. If straw polls 
conducted yesterday are any¬ 
thing to go by, Serbia's elector¬ 
ate has since splintered and no 
pany will take a commanding 

Mr Seselj - s break with Pres¬ 
ident Milosevic plunged the 
country into political crisis. 
That could worsen this morn¬ 
ing if no party looks strong 
enough to form a stable gov¬ 
ernment. The election comes 
on the eve of new Bosnian 
partition talks in Geneva. 

Veselin Veselinovic. a suit¬ 
ably dressed militiaman who 
normally fights in Croatia, 
said that he had voted for Mr 
Seselj because his own party, 
which he described as the 
"Serbian Fascists", was not 
fielding candidates. Osman, a 
Bosnian Muslim who fives in 
Rakovica, refused to disclose 
who he was voting for, but 
made a stout defence of Presi¬ 
dent Milosevic, saying that 
Serbia “is not guilty because it 
is not at war”. 

An old man said that his 


From Tim Judah in Belgrade 


pension bought only 21b of 
carrots. Sanctions and war 
have crippled Serbia's econo¬ 
my. Inflation may rise above 
100,000 per cent this month 
and new banknotes appear 
almost every week. The last 
was a 50 billion dinars note; it 
came only days after toe 5 
billion note was issued. 

The mint works overtime 
producing billions of un¬ 
backed dinars. Some econo¬ 
mists say that only by 
bringing it under control and 
slashing public expenditure 
can Serbia’s finances be man¬ 
aged again. “No one can go on 
for years like this," Jury Bajec. 
an economist, said. “No one 
has done this before." 

Only one trend was discern¬ 
ible in Rakovica. That was 
emerging support for the hith¬ 
erto marginal Democratic 
Party. "Honesty," purrs Zoran 
Djindjic. the party leader, on 
his television advertisements. 
Mr Djindjic may turn out to 
be the joker in the electoral 
pack because if he makes 
enough gains he is likely to be 
courted by both the opposition 
and the Socialists in an at¬ 
tempt to form a coalition 
government 

The election has been domi¬ 
nated by a nationalist agenda 
which, unlike a year ago. has 
meant that there is little to 


choose from between toe So¬ 
cialists and the main opposi¬ 
tion parties. The greatest 
impact has been mode by 
Zefjko Raznjaiovic, better 
known as Arkan. who led the 
most ruthless of the para¬ 
militaries in Bosnia. 

His supporters have plas¬ 
tered Belgrade with his post¬ 
ers. Television and radio have 
constantly been playing his 
catchy party theme nine. The 
level of the electoral debate 
was best encapsulated in a 
television debate on Thursday 
night. A Socialist candidate 
made as little impact as Vuk 
Draskovic, the opposition na¬ 
tionalist leader, whose most 
enthusiastic supporters are 
local British diplomats. But 
toe debate took, off when 
Arkan crossed swords with 
Mr Seselj. Both are high on 
international lists of alleged 
war criminals. Arkan claimed 
Mr Seselj's paramilitaries had 
failed to liberate an inch of 
Serbian land in Bosnia and 
Croatia. 

In fact, Arkan claimed Mr 
Seselj had spent the war 
guzzling roast lamb and man¬ 
aged only to put on 22 kilos in 
weight Mr Seselj hit back. He 
said that Arkan"s plundering 
made only one thing fat — his 
bank balance, by 22 million 
German marks. 


Yeltsin ponders 
far-right pact 

From Anne McElvoy in Moscow 


RUSSIA’S radical reformers, 
still reeling from their poo- 
performance in the country's 
first parliamentary elections a 
week ago. launched an “anti- 
Fastist front" at the weekend 
in the hope of limiting the 
influence of Vladimir Zhirin¬ 
ovsky, the extreme right-wing 
leader. There are rumours 
that President Yeltsin may 
include nationalists in his 
government or in key security 
positions in order to pacify Mr 
Zhirinovsky. 

An appeal signed fry Yegor 
Gaidar, the Economics Minis¬ 
ter and leader of the main 
democratic bloc, Russia’s 
Choice, and Anatoli Chubais, 
the Privatisation Minister, to¬ 
gether with Yuri Cheredni- 
chenko, toe head of the 
Agrarian Party, and demo¬ 
cratic leaders, calls for a ban 
on "serious changes in the 
presidential apparatus, tele¬ 
vision. security and law en¬ 
forcement bodies" reflected 
fears that the Kremlin may be 
searching for common ground 
with toe Liberal Democrats. 

The appeal also demands a 
ban on “Fascist propaganda" 
and adds: “The President of a 
democratic country cannot 
grant equal chances for demo¬ 
crats and Nazis." 

But toe government is split 
on toe reasons for Mr 
Zhirinovsky's success and 
how to react. Younger demo¬ 
crats who launched the “anti¬ 
fascist front" believe that 
there is a real threat to Russia 
from toe far right and are 


evoking memories of Nazism 
to encourage people to fight it 
However, Viktor Cherno¬ 
myrdin. toe moderate Prime 
Minister, has blamed hasty 
economic reforms for Mr 
Zhirinovsky's rise and said 
that it is a protect,best 
responded to with a change in 
policy. 

In his sharpest yet attack an 
his government colleagues. 
Mr Chernomyrdin told Trud 
newspaper “We should face 
the truth and admit that many 
people voted against the hard¬ 
ships and mistakes of the 
current reforms ... I said it a 
year and a half ago and I am 
ready to repeat it now: it was 
wrong to jump in the river 
without testing the water 
first" 

Andrei Kozyrev.the Foreign 
Minister, called on Klaus 
KinkeL his German counter¬ 
part on a visit to Moscow, to 
keep supporting Russian re¬ 
forms, fearing his country 
faced international isolation 
after toe neo-Fasdst victory. 

The four reformist parties 
are likely to become the big¬ 
gest bloc in the state Duma, 
with 108 of the 450 seats. But 
the nationalists and Commu¬ 
nists are set to control more 
than 140, so pro-reform deci¬ 
sions cannot be expected from 
the legislature. Mr Yeltsin has 
toe choice of moving away 
from the austerity pro¬ 
gramme, or pushing through 
tough reforms by decree. 

William Rees-Mogg. page 14 


Gore backs 
faster aid 
for Russia 

From Martin Fletcher 
I • . IN WASHINGTON 

AL GORE, the American Vice- 
President alarmed by the 
reformists’ poor showing in 
the' Russian elections, flew 
borne from Moscow at the 
weekend calling for acceler¬ 
ated international economic, 
aid to Russia. 

- In a stopover to meet 
Helmut Kohl in Germany and 
in press briefings. Mr Gore 
and his aides said the interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund should 
ease the stringent economic 
c on ditions that it insists Mos¬ 
cow must meet to qualify for 
big new loans. 

Mr Clinton expressed simi¬ 
lar sentiments in an interview 
with The Wall Street Journal 
last week, suggesting that 
hardships caused fry the inter¬ 
national community’s insis¬ 
tence on rapid and radical 
economic reform fuelled the 
popular anger which the ultra- 
nationalist and Communist 
candidates exploited. Last 
April the G7 group of leading 
industrial nations approved 
an additional $28 billion (£19 
billion) in aid, but little has 
been disbursed because Rus¬ 
sia has yet to meet the IMF’s 
conditions. 

Mr Gore said toe interna¬ 
tional community had been 
“slow to recognise hardships 
caused by its demands for 
rapid economic reform". A 
senior official in Mr Gore’s 
party added that the rules had 
to be “calibrated more to¬ 
wards toe sensitivity and judg¬ 
ment of the Russians". 


French losing cultural 
battle of name-calling 


From Charles B remoter 
IN PARIS 

TRANCE may have won toe 
jattle to keep its quotas on 
ititure but the guardians of 
he Gallic soul might have 
lone well to include Chris- 
ian names. When it comes 
o naming French children, 
he Anglo-Saxons are mak- 
ne huge inroads as proved 
>y news that Kevin has 
merged as toe most popu- 
ar boy s name of 1993. 
olfowed within the first ten 

>y Anthony and Jeremy- 
And what names are fesh- 
3n-sharp French parents 
eina advised to betow o" 

SefroffspringinlWBmi; 

sh any thought of Jean- 
*jerre or Monique and 

Nink Brian. Allan. Alison or 

’indy. The suggestions 

ome from PhiliK*.»» 

.ant a government soo 
ist who has just published 

rigorously-arguedIgmdeto 

onular names for 1994. 
S year, such current 

iTsS* •* tumins 

imodt. he says- , 

The trend towards Anglo- 

jnerican names 

, Sharp among the Frencn 


V J "V_ 


Costner films did not 
influence the French 

working classes, who this 
year called one boy in 20 
Kevin. Many of toe new 
imports are anglicised ver¬ 
sions of French names to 
begin with, but toe 
Frenchwaid trend has be¬ 
come fierce because of toe 
influence of Hollywood ami 
the scrapping last January 
of the old law which restrict¬ 
ed names to official ones. 

Under toe old system, a 
functionary at the town hall 
would refuse to register a 
child with an “odd'’ name 
Anthony and Jeremy, toe 


new number two and num¬ 
ber three names among the 
workers, would have gone 
down as Antoine and 
Jtrimie. 

Kevin, M Seacard says, 
owes its popularity to Amer¬ 
ican television. "Kevin 
Costner had nothing to do 
with the launch of Kevin;'* 
he says. The name took off 
in the late 1980s when the 
actor was relatively un¬ 
known in France. 

While toe Anglo-Saxon 
craze is biased to the tele¬ 
vision-watching classes, toe 
bourgeoisie follows differ 
ent fashions. At toe moment 
the better-off favour Thom¬ 
as, Paul and Louis, Char¬ 
lotte. Marie and CamiOe. ■’ 

But fashion has yet to 
affect the name league of 
living French. The top 
names remain, as they have 
for years, Marie, Monique 
and Frangoise, and MicheL 
Jean and Pierre. 

France can be satisfied, M 
Besnard says, that some 
unfashionable French girl’s 
names are popular in toe 
Anglo-Saxon world, notably 

Nicole, Michelle and Claire. 

Leading artide. page 15 
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Vuk Draskovic, the opposition nationalist leader, and his wife. Danica, casting their ballots at a polling booth 
in Belgrade yesterday. His most enthusiastic supporters seem to be among local British diplomats 


Migrant 
gets parcel 
bomb in 
Germany 

From Reiter 

in MELLE 

GERMAN police blamed rac¬ 
ist attackers yesterday for a 
parcel bomb that blew off toe 
hand of an ethnic Albanian 
man and injured three mem¬ 
bers of his family. 

A spokeswoman said the 
family, originally from Koso¬ 
vo in Yugoslavia, had been 
living in toe west German 
town of Melle for 22 years and 
was fully integrated into toe 
community. 

The man, 32. lost a hand 
when the bomb, contained in a 
radio sent to the family's 
home, exploded. The mans 
other hand was mutilated. His 
niece. 11, was injured and u 
seven-year-old boy slightly 
hurt after toe man switched on 
toe radio and it exploded. His 
wife. 32. was slightly injured 
and a two-year-old child was 
treated for shock. 

"We have found no clues as 
to who sent the bomb, but 
have to assume that toe motive 
was racist,” a police spokes¬ 
woman said. She could give 
no details on the construction 
of toe bomb. "It is certainly a 
complicated device." 

German anti-racists and 
security officials hare been 
concerned that a wave of letter 
bomb attacks in Austria last 
week could spill over the 
border to Germany. The Aus¬ 
trian bombing campaign was 
directed at prominent people 
linked to refugees and foreign¬ 
ers and was believed to hare 
been toe work of neo-Nazi 
groups. 
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inkjet in its class. Crisp, laser-quality 
output. Perfect letters, graphics and 
overheads. Sharp, clear characters - at 
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piezo print head for precise., control of 
the ink on almost any paper.-Low • 
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And it runs with all major software. 
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How about the new Epson Stylus 300? \ 
A robust, low-cost alternative to the > 
Stylus 800 - for personal or home use. 

Or the wide-carriage Epson Stylus 
1000? With the same advanced print 
head technology and A3 paper feed. 

The Epson Stylus Inkjets. Rugged, 
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with a 2-year warranty. What else would 
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For a free information pack 
dial 100 and ask for Freephone Inkjet 
or return the coupon. 
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Epson Stylus 1000 
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South Africa’s election 


Pretoria tries to lure 
Inkatha into contest 


By Ray Kennedy in Johannesburg and Our Foreign Staff 


STRENUOUS behind-the- 
scenes efforts were being 
made by the South African 
government at the weekend to 
persuade the Zulu-based 
Inkatha Freedom Party to 
contest April's election and 
break away from its right- 
wing allies in the Freedom 
Alliance. 

The wooing of Inkatha took 
place as another powerful 
black political group, the mili¬ 
tant left-wing Pan Africanist 
Congress, agreed unanimous¬ 
ly to participate in the first all¬ 
race elections on April 27. 

But the PACs annual con¬ 
ference rejected involvement 
in the Transitional Executive 
Council which gives blacks 
their first taste of political 
power before the vote. Clar¬ 
ence Makwetu, the PAC presi¬ 
dent, said the organisation 
would not unilaterally sus¬ 
pend its armed struggle, al¬ 
though it was still seeking “a 
mutual cessation of hostilities” 
with the government. 

During a joint session of the 


tricameral parliament in Cape 
Town, Farouk Cassim, one of 
four Inkatha MPs sitting as 
independents, said a deal pro¬ 
posing amendments. to the 
draft constitution had been 
reached between Inkatha. rep¬ 
resentatives of the Bophu- 
thatswana homeland, and 
government negotiators and 
had been sent to Mangosuthu 
Buihelezi. the Inkatha leader. 
The agreement reportedly con¬ 
tained a provision for regions 
to draft their own constitu¬ 
tions without interference 
from central government 
However, Chief Buihelezi 
said yesterday it appeared 
“quite impossible" that his 
Zulu-based group would take 
part in the elections. “In the 
event that parliament adopts 
this abortion of a constitution 
as it stands today, I will 
strongly recommend that the 


people should not participate 
in the elections.” he told about 


4.000 people at a rally 60 miles 
south of Durban. 

A final decision on Inkatha •$ 


participation would be taken 
after a special general confer¬ 
ence of the organisation next 
month, he said. 

Tertius Delport, Minister of 
Local Government, said 
Inkatha had cut its demands 
to the bare essentials. He 
added: “What they ask for is 
very reasonable. It would be a 
pity to miss the opportunity to 
reach a settlement." 

However. RodLf Meyer, 
Minister of Constitutional 
Development and the govern¬ 
ment’s chief negotiator, was 
said to be sceptical aver 
whether Mr Cassim and the 
other Inkatha MPs were nego¬ 
tiating with Chief Buihelezi *s 
backing. So. too. was Cyril 
Ramaphosa, the African Nat¬ 
ional Congress negotiator. 

Adriaan Vlok, Minister of 
Correctional Services in 
charge of prisons, and reput¬ 
edly one of the most hardline 
members of the Cabinet, used 
the parliamentary debate to 
announce his resignation 
from politics after the election. 



Winnie Mandela, the estranged wife of the African National Congress leader, 
greeting a young well-wisher in Cape Town yesterday. Nelson Mandela laughed 
off talk of a possible reconciliation after the couple kissed at a rally last week 
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Peking 
turns its 
fire on 
BBC for 
Mao film 


UN fears 
Somalia 


war 


American 

pullout 


From Jonathan Mjrsky 

IN HONG KONG 


FRom Martin Fletcher 

IN WASHINGTON 


A BBC documentary on 
Mao Tsfrtung, includ¬ 
ing a section on the 
chairman’s sexual preference 
for young women, has pro¬ 
voked outrage and threats 
from Peking, although all 
leading Chinese figures know 
the outlines and often the 
details of Mao’s private life. 

The film. Chairman Mao — 
The Last Emperor, to be 
screened tonight includes an 
interview with U Zhusui. 
Mao’s physician for 20 years, 
who lives in America. Dr Li 
has recalled for the BBC. on 
radio and television, that Mao 
often invited his dancing part¬ 
ners back to his residence in 
the Forbidden City, where the 
women felt “honoured" to 
have sexual intercourse with 
the Great Helmsman. 

Some Chinese with inside 
contacts suggest that, since 
most of Mao’s surviving com¬ 
rades hale him for what he did 
to than and to the country, 
they are using the attack on 
the BBC as a way of further 
blackening Mao’s reputation 
during his centennial year. 

“It’s typically Machiavel¬ 
lian," one such expert says. 
“They pretend to defend his 
reputation, but now millions 
of Chinese will believe as fact 
from foreign radio and tele¬ 
vision — which they tend to 
believe — what they have 
heard as rumours." The anti- , 
BBC campaign is a further 
fulfilment of China’s threat to 
make Britain suffer because of 
its policies in Hong Kong. The 
BBC’S two Peking correspon¬ 
dents may be isolated or even 
expelled. Peking is refusing to 
accredit new correspondents 
from The Times and The 
Guardian. ■ 
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O fficials in Peking and 
in tiie Chinese Embas¬ 
sy in London refer to 
the masses' boundless love 
and respect for Mao. and 
describe the BBC film as a 
slander, but it is a common¬ 
place in Peking to besmirch 
Chinese leaders' sexual lives 
as soon as they fall from power 
ortfie. 

Early descriptions of Mao. 
the young revolutionary, refer 
tohis sexual appetites. After he 
married his fourth wife, the 
starlet Jiang Qing, who was to 
lead tiie Gang of Four, his 
closest comrades directed that, 
because of her own lurid past, i 
she must be excluded from i 
official life. 


GENERAL John Shatikash- 
vili, chairman of the US-Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, arrived in Som¬ 
alia yesterday to discuss -tile 
withdrawal of all American 
forces by March 31. despite ^ 
United Nations fears that f 
their departure could mean a 
return to civil war and mass 
starvation. 

The Americans wffl be with¬ 
drawing not only more than 
8.000 servicemen, but all their 
tanks, helicopters, armoured 
vehicles and warships. Italy. 
Germany and Belgium are 
also withdrawing their troops 
from the 29-nation UN alli¬ 
ance in Somalia. Washington 
has reportedly offered the 
leadership role to Pakistan, 
which has about 5.000 troops 
there. 

“Everyone is nervous that 
the powerful Western nations . 
are leaving Somalia, and leav- F 
ing it to poor, weak nations 
without the capacity to force 
peace here, let alone protect 
themselves." one UN official 
said. “It is these fears that the 
general will have to address.” 

In Washington. Robert 
Oakley, the US special envoy 
to Somalia, said he believed 
Somalia’s rival clan leaders 
would achieve “some sort of 
rough-and-ready coexistence 
rather than a return to all-out 
civil war" after March 31, 
despite last week's collapse of 
peace talks. However, he ac¬ 
knowledged that it was “not 
dear which way things are 
going to go" and that “most 
people are very gloomy". A 
President Clinton ordered(| 
the withdrawal in October to ' 
calm a political storm caused 
by the deaths of IS American 
soldiers during a failed at¬ 
tempt tocapture General Mu¬ 
hammad Farrah Aidid, the 
Mogadishu warlord. He set 
the March deadline to give (he 
UN time to either negotiate 
peace in Somalia or find 
replacements for the troops. 

US moops began to pufi ant- 
on Thursday and £500 of the 
8.000 are due to have left by 
Christinas. General Shali- 
kashvjii will meet US and UN 
commanders and discuss such 
key questions as who will 
replace die US forces and 
what logistical and. material 
support tiie US will provide. 

“These questions have to be 
answered if there are to be any 
dreams of keeping the UN 
operation intact after the 
March withdrawal," a UN 
military officer said. 



Indian tigers’ future is in doubt despite statistics 


Tiger ‘fraud’ hides 
threat to survival 


From Christopher Thomas in Delhi 


INDIA'S internationally 
praised tiger protection 
programme. Project Tiger, 
which saved the animal 
from extinction in the wild, 
is being accused of inflat¬ 
ing population estimates of 
the big cat and concealing 
renewed threats to its 
survival. 

Tiger numbers appear to 
be failing rapidly, despite 
official figures to the con¬ 
trary. Conservationists fear 
that without drastic mea¬ 
sures the free-roaming tiger 
will be threatened with 
extinction in India within 
seven years. 

The programme, which 
has received substantial 
international assistance 
shits its launch in 1973. has 
claimed that India has two- 
thirds of the world’s esti¬ 
mated tiger population of 
about 7,000. 

Inefficient counting tech¬ 
niques are partly to blame 
for the over-optimism, 3$ 
the counting was generally 
carried out by poorly 
trained staff. Additionally, 

bureaucrats are accused of 

boosting the figures to cre¬ 
ate a good impression. 
Ran thorn bore, a renowned 
tiger reserve in Rajasthan, 
was forced to admit last 
year that it had substantial- 
ty inflated numbers tn con¬ 
ceal the extent of poaching 
by government officials. 


Billy Azjan Singh. In¬ 
dia’s best known animal 


conservationist said there 
was general agreement that 
the project had been a 
success, but the tiger popu¬ 
lation had “crashed" in 
recent times because of 
poaching and destruction 
of habitat. He criticised 
international groups for ig¬ 
noring warnings from indi- 
wdual experts and private 
animal welfare organ¬ 
isations that Project Tiger 
was exaggerating the tiger 
population. 

It is generally accepied in 
government aides that ti¬ 
ger numbers arc smaller 
ton previously believed 
There is no dear idea of 
how many there are or how 
rapidly the number is de¬ 
clining. Most of the 19 
reserves under Project Ti¬ 
ger are prone to poaching, 
with the connivance of 
game wardens and police. 

Indian police frequently 
rep*** discoveries of tiger 
skins and bones meant for 
export, mostly to Far East- 1 
cm countries where tiger I 
boms are believed to have I 
medicinal qualities. Ac- 
oording to the discredited 
*T0]e«Ti wr estimates, the 
number of gnat cals rose to 
-fcfiOO from UMO two de- 
rades ago. Some analysts I 
believe there are only 2.000 
tigers in India. ! 
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Bridg e to Palestinians’ promisedtand stays blocked 



AUeny: led the British 
force into Jerusalem 


F«om Christopher Walker 

in CAIRO 

^fT^heanolyesterdays Israeli- 
^ ^ ,fcs in Norway was a dispute 
over future control of two inauspi- 
oous-lookmg border crossings, one 
across the AJIenby Bridge from 
Jordan into the West Bank and the 
other at the divided desert town of 
Kafah from Egypt into the Gaza 
stnp. 

The wooden-slatted bridge was 
originally named after General — 
subsequently Lord - ADenby, the 
Bncsh commander of the allied 
force that entered Jerusalem in 1917 
after the capitulation of the Otto¬ 
man Turkish force in Palestine. The 
bridge, also known to the Jordani¬ 
ans as the King Husain Bridge, 
covers the biblical Jordan River at a 


■ A humble border crossing has become a symbol 
of discord. Whoever controls it both sides believe, 
controls access to Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and Haifa 


spot where for most of the year it is 
little more than a trickle of muddy 
brown water and a disappointment 
to Christian pilgrims who make the 
journey annually. 

Since Israel captured the West 
Bank from Jordan in 1967. the 
terminal named after the bridge has 
been me scene of some of the mast 
rigid — and. Arabs would argue, 
humiliating — body-search proce¬ 
dures anywhere in the world. As the 
main link for the Palestinians with 
the rest of the Arab world, it is 


regarded by Israel as too valuable a 
security prize to give up completely 
in the present insecure climate when 
opponents of peace have vowed to 
step up violence against Israel. 
“Whoever controls the bridge also 
controls access to Jerusalem, Tel 
Aviv and Haifa," argued one Israeli 
official, defending his governments 
unbending stand. The searches of 
Palestinians crossing from Jordan, 
often taking hours, have led to 
complaints by human rights 
groups- 


Behind the PLOTS insistence on 
securing control of the bridge and 
the border station 3t Rafah leading 
into the squalid Gaza Strip is its 
need to convince Palestinians it has 
secured at least one visible symbol 
of future statehood from its deal 
over limited autonomy in Jericho 
and Gaza. “What is the meaning of 
Israeli control of the passages what 
these are for access to Palestinian 
zones from which the Israelis have 
withdrawn?" asked Suleiman 
Najab. a hardline member of the 
PLO's executive committee, which 
remains divided about how big a 
compromise can be offered in Osin 
Even moderate PLO officials 
believe the credibility of the peace 
deal would collapse if members of 
the Palestinian police had to stand 
by while Israelis continue to conduct 


the kind of checks on Arab visitors 
common until now. These have 
taken place in a separate terminal 
from those to which most tourists, 
who also have to face Israeli 
interrogation but of a less rigorous 
kind, are taken. 

Similar concerns affect the other 
border point at Rafah, a divided 
town with about 4.000 Palestinian 
refugees stranded on the Egyptian 
side and often divided from their 
families. The PLO compromise 
being suggested yesterday involved 
the shared control of borders with 
international forces. Certain de¬ 
ments in the PLO were also pre¬ 
pared to permit electronic sur¬ 
veillance of the border points by the 
Israeli authorities. 

Yassir Arafat, the PLO leader, 
conscious of the importance of 


Israel and PLO fad 
to break deadlock 
in new Oslo talks 


symbols in his attempt to sell the 
peace accord to the five million 
Palestinians, has announced that he 
would never cross the Allenbv 
Bridge to take up residence if it was 
to remain under Israeli jurisdiction. 
The road from the bridge leads 
towards Jericho, whose precise bor¬ 
ders were the second sticking point 
in last week's disastrous Cairo 
summit between Mr Arafat and 
Yitzhak Rabin, the Israeli Prime 
Minister. 

The third main point of difference 
in Norway was the sire and location 
of Israeli security patrols in Gaza, 
where 5,000 Jewish settlers will 
remain. The PLO has argued that 
they should remain inside the 
settlements, while Israel has been 
demanding control of about 10 per 
cent of the narrow strip to do the job. 


From Richard Beeston in Jerusalem 

ISRAELI nd Palestinian ne- ing points from the West Bank 
gouatore aparently failed to into Jordan and from Gaza 
resolve ycterday the out- into Egypt. The two sides are 
standing poblems that have also in dispute over the size of 

the 


deadlockedtheir peace agree¬ 
ment. in sp£ of two rounds of 
emergency alks in Oslo, the 
site of the- historic break¬ 
through earier this year. 

Shimon feres, the Israeli 
Foreign Mnister. and his 
team of dipomatic and mili¬ 
tary official were reportedly 
planning a bird day of talks 
today, after key security and 
territorial diputes with Yassir 
Abed Rabbcand Nabil Sha¬ 
ath, senior ’alestine Libera¬ 
tion Organsation officials 
remained mresolved. 

Yitznak Ribin. the Israeli 
Prime) Miniser, said yester¬ 
day thit it would not be dear 
exactly) what the Oslo meet¬ 
ings hid accomplished until 
the lean reported back. He 
repeated his warning that 
withoutprogress he had no 
intentionof keeping his meet¬ 
ing with Yassir Arafat, the 
PLO chabnan, scheduled for 
Cairo on thursday. 

Howev^, Israeli military 
officiate aid yesterday that 
some of tie 197 Palestinians 
allowed tej return last week 
from benisunent in southern 
Lebancu wire being released 
from Iraeli detention camps 
and netrmirg to their hones. 
Israel’s arnt- radio put the 
numberreldBed at 120. 

Israetiforos were supposed 
to have leguna withdrawal a 
week age fron) the Gaza Strip 
and Wet Bade of-Jericho, 
where a new Palestinian au¬ 
thority te to te established. 
However, the \ pullout was 
postpone! because of contin¬ 
ued disagreement over who 
will oontnl the border cross- 


Palestinian-controlled 
area in Jericho and the scope 
of Israeli security arrange¬ 
ments for Jewish settlers. 

Ministers attending the 
weekly Cabinet meeting said 
yesterday that there was 
unanimous support for Mr 
Rabin’s insistence that Israeli 
security forces keep control of 
the frontiers, although Pales¬ 
tinians would be allowed to 
maintain a presence at the 
border. Benjamin Ben-EIiezer. 


Washington: The Clinton 
Administration is seeking 
to impose tough new con¬ 
ditions for lilting the UN 
ban on Iraqi od exports, 
according to The New 
York Times. Britain. 
France and Russia had ap¬ 
parently agreed, but Chi¬ 
na's position, the fifth per¬ 
manent Security Councfl 
member, was unknown. 


the Housing Minister, said 
that relinquishing the borders 
would jeopardise Israeli sec¬ 
urity, and grant Palestinians 
de facto sovereignly. “I realise 
now that the PLO. mainly 
Yassir Arafat, is talking about 
establishing a Palestinian 
state and we are talking about 
a transitional period and au¬ 
tonomy.” he said. “These are 
the two different scenarios.” 

For its part, the PLO!s 
executive committee derided 
in a meeting on Friday night 
in Tunis that it was not 
prepared to retreat from any 
of its demands. “What is the 


meaning of Israeli control of 
passages when these are for 
access to a Palestinian zone 
from which the Israelis have 
withdrawn." said Suleiman 
Najabi a committee member. 

Over the weekend milftants 
in both communities contin¬ 
ued to make their presence 
frit Yesterday the Israeli au¬ 
thorities were considering tak¬ 
ing legal action against a 
leading rabbi after he told 
soldiers not to obey their 
commanders if ordered to 
remove Jewish settlers from 
the occupied territories. 

Rabbi Shlomo Goren. the 
former chief military chaplin. 
said that Jewish law took 
precedence over all others, 
even the state of Israel He 
insisted that removing Jews 
from their God-given land 
was tantamount to “a rebel¬ 
lion against Moses, against 
the Torah, and against 
Judaism". 

In the Gaza Strip, six Pales¬ 
tinians woe injured yesterday 
during a second day of dashes 
In the Rafah refugee camp 
between activists from the 
PLO’s mainstream Fatah fac¬ 
tion loyal to Mr Arafat and the 
radical Popular Front for the 
liberation of Palestine. 

OAir raids: Israeli fighter 
bombers yesterday launched 
two air raids in southern 
Lebanon against suspected 
positions of the Iranian- 
backed Hezbollah organis¬ 
ation. The attack, aimed at the 
Ikfrm aJ-Toufah mountain 
ridge east of the port dty of 
Sidon, followed heavy ex¬ 
changes of artillery over the 
weekend. 

Leading article, page 15 
Letters, page 15 



Lockerbie 
evidence 
points to 
Damascus 

By Michael Binyon 

DIPLOMATIC EDITOR 

AS BRITAIN and the United 
States step up pressure in the 
United Nations for tougher 
sanctions against Libya, evi¬ 
dence has emerged suggesting 
that Syria may also have 
played a role in the bombing 
of the Pan Am aircraft over 
Lockerbie. 

The head of the Swiss firm 
that supplied the electronic 
timers of tire type used in the 
bombing now says that two of 
the timers were sent to the 
East German army and could 
have found their way to Syria. 

Edwin Bollier, in a BBC 
interview to be broadcast to¬ 
morrow to mark the fifth 
anniversary of the bombing, 
at first told the Lockerbie 
investigators that the proto¬ 
types of the timers had been 
supplied only to Libya. He 
now tells the BBC that he 
remembered taking two of 
them to the East German 
army in 19S5. 

There are thought to have 
been dose links between die 
East German Stasi secret 
police and a Palestinian guer¬ 
rilla group. PFLP-General 
Command, based in Syria. 
German police are said to 
have confirmed Mr Bollierf 
visit to Berlin. 

Syria was initially suspected 
of a link with the bombing, but 
subsequently all official evi¬ 
dence pointed oily to Libya. 
There have been accusations 
that the West has not pursued 
evidence linking Lockerbie to 
Syria because it helped secure 
the release of Western hos¬ 
tages in Beirut 
A Foreign Office spokesman 
said yesterday there was no 
change in the view that the 
men wanted for the bombing 
were in Libya. “Any new 
evidence should be presented 
to the investigators," he said. 
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Clinton keeps smiling on Yule treadmill 


From Ian Brodie and Martin Fletcher in Washington 


?Y and Chelsea Clin- 
fori will have to teen surprise 
wren they ofen their 
piwents from Billon Christ- 
maj Day. At the wekend the 
President made ns second 
attenpt at a privateshopping 
trig and again he railed. 

Elery Americal news¬ 
paper reported mat be 
bouht a scarf, a ihawL a 
statistic and a necklace in 
New York last wtefc At 
Washington's Union Station 
on Saturday, be bought a 
bladivelvet hat. tea bate, two 
picture frames, a Idlipop. 
shortiread and a neckhce of 
ambet lapis lazuli, retfcoral 
and swer. 

Chrstmas is at ^_, 

tough ime for the President 
Affairs 1 ! of state remain as 
pressing as ever, but fonthe 
pas twi weeks Mr Clinton 
has had to devote hours of 


every day hosting an endless 
succession of White House 
Christmas parties — some¬ 
times two a night — for 
hundreds of guests at a time. 

These can hardly be fun for 
the President and the First 
Lady. They get tittle chance to 
mingle. Instead they endure 
hour after hour of what 
White House insiders call 
"shake, swivel and smile" — 
the ritual of being photo¬ 
graphed with every guest 

Guests approach the Clin¬ 
tons two at a time, shake 
hands, turn and force a 
nervous smile for the camera 
before being beckoned away 
by an aide, even while the 
President is still muttering 
“Merry Christinas”. Total 
elapsed time: 15 seconds at 
the most 

Last Wednesday this dime 
began within minutes of Mr 


Clinton announcing Les As- 
pin’s resignation as Defence 
Secretary. Small wonder that 
he seemed preoccupied, 
though still managing to be 
gracious. He could have been 
forgiven for ducking the 



Chelsea: must fat 
surprise over gin 


dreary duty that enables con¬ 
gressmen. journalists, judges 
and entire layers of govern¬ 
ment bureaucrats to boast of 
egg-nog at the White House 
and show off photographs of 
themselves with the Clintons 
to friends and relatives. 

The Clintons expect a 
horde of guests for Christmas 
dinner — mothers, brothers, 
other family members and 
friends. Their neighbour and 
friend from Arkansas. Caro¬ 
lyn Staley, will arrive with 
Mr Clinton’s seasonal props, 
including antlers, Rudolph 
noses and Santa Claus suiL 

It is a family custom to act 
out "The 12 Days of Christ-. 
■mas". Mr Clinton claims to 
be a great partridge in a pear 
tree, but informed sources 
say his rendition of lords 
aleaping is even better. For 
that day at least, Mr Clinton 


forget 
of his 


endless problems of his job 
which were compounded 
over tiie weekend. 

Illustrating the difficulty 
he has had: persuading top 
people to join his Adminis¬ 
tration, Mr Clinton's old 
friend. Harold I ekes, a New 
York lawyer, turned down an 
offer to head the Administra¬ 
tion's health core campaign, 
citing personal reasons. Also 
smouldering is the question 
of Mr Clinton’s past dealings 
with James McDougaL a 
bankrupt Arkansas building 
society owner who lent him 
campaign money. 

□ Aspin post Tbe White 
House said the “door is 
open" to Mr Aspin to become 
ambassador to China after 
his resignation as Defence 
Secretary becomes effective 
next month. (Reuter) 


Boastful Bobbit tells 
of surgical success 

From James Bone in new york 


THE former US Marine 
whose penis was cut off-by his 
wife with a kitchen knife, has 
claimed that the severed organ 
became longer when it was 
reattached. 

John Wayne Bobbitt, whose 
wife goes on trial next month 
on charges of malicious 
wounding, said in a television 
interview he was confident of 
regaining full use of the re¬ 
attached member. “I think it’s 
going to be a lot better than it 
was," he said. “I say it’s a little 
longer than it was." 

The one-time bouncer, who 
was acquitted of repeatedly 
forcing his wife to have sex, 
admitted, however, that he 
was not able to have sex at the 
momenr. “I tried with an old 
girlfriend 1 date ... and that 
didn’t work." He predicted 
that it would take a couple of 


years before he could become 
sexually active again. 

Dr James Seim, the urolo¬ 
gist who helped sew Mr Bob- 
bit’s penis back in nine hours 
of surgery, cast some doubt cm 
his patient's claim that the 
organ had grown. He said 
that the tingling sensations 
triggered by the regeneration 
of nerves might have caused 
him to feel a change in size. 

Mr Bobbit also said that he 
had recently been kicked in 
the groin by an angry bull, but 
did not say what effect this had 
had on him. 

He insisted that his wife, 
Lorena. should go to jail, 
saying that the court should 
make an example of her. 
Reflecting on the lessons he 
had learnt, he said that next 
time “IH be careful who I pick 
for my girlfriends”. 


ttmzmnnumM 


50 feared 
dead after 
Colombia 
mud slide 

Bogota: Colombian rescue 
workers have recovered 34 
bodies and at least 13 people 
are missing feared dead after 
a mudslide swept through a 
farming town 62 miles north¬ 
west of Medellin. “It's one of 
the worst disasters in the 
region this year.” a Red Cross 
official said. 

A rain-swollen stream 
swept mud through Dabeiba 
on Friday evening, injuring 36 
people and demolishing 25 
houses, including a retirement 
home. About 200 people weife 
left homeless. 

Survivors looked at the re¬ 
mains of their brick homes 
and saw only rocks, tree limbs 
and mud. local television re¬ 
ported. (Reuter) 

Zardari cleared 

Karachi: A Pakistani ermrt ac- - 
quitted Asif AJi Zardari, hus¬ 
band of Benazir Bhutto, the 
Prime Minister, of kidnapping 
a businessman and demand^ 
ing a £220,000 ransom. He 
still faces charges of illegal 
arms possession and fixing 
bank loans. (Reuter) 

Tapie hearing ' 

.Paris: French magistrates 
have summoned Bernard 
Tapie, the former Minister of 
Urban Affairs, for a hearing 
on Wednesday over alleged 
business fraud, it was report- ., 
ed. His parliamentary immur 
nity from prosecution was. 
lifted this month. (Reuter) 

Escobar attack 

Bogota: Roberto Escobar, the 
elder brother of Pablo, the late 
cocaine baron, had eye sur¬ 
gery in Medellin after suffer¬ 
ing multiple injuries from a 
letter bomb in his prison cell. 
The explosion put his life in 
danger, a hospital spokes¬ 
woman said. (Reuter) 

Poll violence 

Conakry: Three people, in¬ 
cluding a soldier, were killed 
and ten wounded as gangs of. 
youths with knives and dubsf- 
roamed the capital torching 
polling booths and disrupting 
voting in Guinea’s multi-party 
presidential election. (AFP) 

Leader resigns 

Moscow: Abdumalik Abdula- 
zhanov. Tajikistan's Prime 
Minister, under pressure over 
the republic’s economic prob¬ 
lems, has resigned. Tass cited 
“reliable sources” as saying he 
had been made acting ambas¬ 
sador to Russia. (Reuter) 

Hanging prank 

Saaibrncken: A German 
schoolboy aged 12 was nearly 
strangled when pupils at¬ 
tempted to hang him as a 
prank. He dangled at the end 
of a noose for some time before 
bong rescued by other pupils. 
Police issued an arrest war¬ 
rant for a ! 5-year-old- (Reuter) 
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Arm yourself for a changing world with the Gjllins English 
Dictionary . A reliable and up-to-date arsenal, it contains over 
180,000 references, including 16,000 entries for people and 
places. And, happily, you can procure the niosr up-to-date 
dictionary of its kind for just £19.99. 
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Happily plastered one moment, then horribly ludd the next... such a dangerous turn of events could quite ijbin your social lifj 


I am the Ghost of Christmas 
Drunk. Staler with me down 
the arches of the years; pause 
by an alehouse door to read a J7fc 
century pamphlet on tavern terms. 
"Never call a Good-Mow a 
Drunkard, but without forfeit say 
‘He is Fbxt, He is flaw'd, he is 
Fluster’d, He is Suttle, Cupshot, 
Cut in the Leg, He hafo seen the 
French King, He hath whipt the 
Cat. he hat bit his Grannam. or is 
it by a Bam Weasel?.'’ 

Reel unsteadily onward through 
history and across geography, and 
let me demonstrate (via Mr 
Jonathon Green’s fine Slang 
Down the Ages) the great and 
cons istent tradition of humanity 
getting itself drunk as a bat. a 
besom, a boiled owl or a fiddler's 
bitch; also a wheelbarrow, a newt 
a rat a prune, a king; wonder how 
many human souls have been 
Brahms and Liszt had a touch of 
the sun, been lit up like Broadway, 


Get-sober-quick? No thanksh 


loaded to the PfimsoU Mark, flying 
Wind, lame and legless, stingo 
swacko. stonkered, stocious. tired- 
and-emotional, bewied, and half- 
seas under. Consider, I ask you, 
with suitable awe, the long history 

of the Wind, foe bender and foe 
piss-up. 

For i am here to warn you that 
this could be foe last festive season 
in which it is safe to become 
comfortably whistled in company. 
Unpurse those Bps: I swear to you 
that behind foe wheel, pregnant or 
in charge of a baby's bath time I 
belong most primly to the zero- 
uniis generation (hoi worth start¬ 
ing something you can’t finish, I 
say). It is just that sometimes — 
surrounded by foe ghosts of 


cupshot, bam-weaselled. flaw'd 
and flustered ancestors — I like to 
let the units pile up a bit. Call it 
catharsis. And scientists have no 
business interfering. 

Their latest truly frightening 
invention is a compound called 
either Detoxahol or SoberGain, 
depending on who eventually gets 
licensed to wrap it up. U nlike all 
previous solutions it is actually 
rumoured to work. Hitherto we 
have been stuck with black coffee, 
cold water and fresh air, which 
create respectively a wideawake 
drunk, a chilly drunk or a drunk 
who has fallen into the fishpond. 
Now we are to have chemicals 
which dear the “toxins” from foe 
Wood so fast that, “within min- 


!■* m 


LIBBY PURVES 


utes", foe averagely tipsy can be 
rendered stone cold sober. 

They are pitching it at drivers, 
although so far no policeman or 
doctor seems too convinced. But 
never mind drivers; what about 
the rest of us? Can you imagine 


The wisdom 
of the font 

Godparents, says Nicholas Coleridge, have the best 
of all worlds — provided they can afford it 


any soda! situation more humiliat¬ 
ing and unoomradely than one in 
which a protagonist suddenly 
ceases to be well-away and roar¬ 
ing, and becomes utterly sober? 
Tiy two scenarios. First, imagine 
yourself as the one still drunk. 
There you are, leaning affection¬ 
ately on foe detoxified one's shoul¬ 
der and only half-way through 
your emotional account of how you 
always longed to bea nun, or what 
a bastard your boss is. or What 
Shakespeare Really Meant Just as 
you get to foe bit where you break 
into plainsong, or admit that your 
line manager is mainly harassing 
you by having such disturbing 
chest hair, you sense a sudden 
failing-off of sympathy. Your com¬ 


panion. who has taken an unob¬ 
trusive pill, is no longer saying 
“Ghashtly for you... jusht shtone 
thing happened to me..He or 
she has, moreover, stopped patting 
your arm and is glancing at foe 
dock, instead, and muttering 
about early starts. Where does this 
leave you? Bereft, that's where. At 
least if you get drunk alongside a 
non-drinker you have time to 
adjust to me another’s odd ways. 
But to find yourself baring your 
innermost soul to a buddy, who 
suddenly becomes a brisk-emo¬ 
tionless Vulcan would be appall¬ 
ing. Even worse than foe fete of 
politicians who encounter certain 
famously demonic journalists: 
men who have freak, total, recall of 


drunken conversations or sven 
more dishonourably) those who 
actually feign dninkenne in 
order to elicit national secret! rom 
tearful undersecretaries. 

Now try the second see i, in 
which you are in jovial and 
brilliant company. spEridinaiway 
in a mirrored saloon, and soieone 
talks you into downing aldose. 
From being the epitome oj witty 
desirability you suddenly, k that 
evil mirror, become a dis welled 
shit with your lipstick on sidways 
or a sweating slob with a r 1 nose 
and skewed tie. All around mi foe 
brilliant company dissolv > into 
pathetic, scarlet-faced lurch ig idi¬ 
ots. The shock, the shame could 
almost kill you. Normally < le gets 
a whole night of oblivion it which 
foe subconscious can wi k out 
excuses, before the momei when 
some sober, prim friend sa those 
ominous words "Gosh, y® were 
on good form last night”. I 


ADVERTISING ARCHIVES 


A nyone who has at¬ 
tempted to organise 
a christening, or 
even become a god¬ 
parent. in the last couple of 
years will have noticed an odd 
and contradictory state of af¬ 
fairs. The Church of England 
has never been less accommo¬ 
dating over the arrangements. 
To secure a private christen¬ 
ing. as opposed to a public 
baptism in foe middle of 
morning service, now requires 
special pleading or coercion, 
and even then is usually 
refused- Tta inveigle a vicar 
into christening your baby at 
all involves months of dutiful 
Sunday worship. 

And yet, as never before, the 
role of godparent, and foe 
sheer number of them jostling 
around foe font has grown 
and grown. Until the Fifties, it 
was novel for any baby to be 
allocated more than three: 
“two of foe same sex as foe 
child, one of foe opposite sex", 
as section B23 of foe Church 
Canons puts it Thereafter, foe 
customaiy number rose to 
four — two godfathers, two 
godmothers. Lately this has 
expanded to six. often seven. 

A1 the christening of one of my 
latest god-daughters there 
were eight of us, including 
Joan Collins in a wide- 
brimmed hat craning our 
nedcs for a glimpse of foe 

action. I have heard of a recent 
English country christening 
featuring nine godparents, 
and another, in New England, 
ten. Among a certain species of 
modem parent it is becoming 
as important to sign up a large 
and judiciously chosen roster 


of godparents as for the chair¬ 
men of certain companies to 
field a board of heavy-hitting 
nonexecutive directors. 

Since so many of us many 
later, we accumulate more 
friends. When it comes to 
choosing godparents, this is 
awkward. Few people any 
longer have a single “best 
friend”; instead we are en¬ 
meshed in a complex web of 
overlapping friendships. Both 
husband and wife may have a 
dozen friends each of whom 
they have known well for as 
many years. It is tricky to 
select onfy three or four front¬ 
runners from this huge cast of 
characters, so numbers swell 
This is exacerbated fry 
women having fewer children, 
and having them later. Poten¬ 
tial godparents could once be 
gently mopped up over four, 
five or six offspring. Now, like 
commuters on an ever more 
truncated British Rail service, 
the godparents have to be 
packed in more tightly. The 38- 
year-old mother, honing the 
hst of godparents for her 
firstborn, is conscious that 
subsequent children might not 
be physically possible. So this 
might be her only chance to 
include her childhood friend 
and the school-friend and foe 
flatmate and foe office friend 
and the parents of her existing 
godchildren and the rich 
bachelor with a powerboat in 
Viiletranche. And since we 
travel more, for pleasure and 
business, we make more 
friends abroad, and so in- 
at christenings 
there is the added presence 

of a mysterious Boston. Tokyo 


or Hong Kong godfather too. 

The godparents boom can 
also be partially explained by 
darker factors. Ewa Lewis, the 
Taller social editor, who has 12 
godchildren, despite tr aining 
as a child psychologist points 
out that divorce tends to 
scatter the godparents. “Every 
time another of our best 
friends splits up, bang goes 
another godparent" In vutur 
ally every marriage, it is the 
wife who remembers the god¬ 
children’s birthdays, irrespec¬ 
tive erf whether they are her 
own or her husband’s. After 
an acrimonious break-up, 
with friends obliged to lake 
sides, it is unlikely that foe 
former wife will continue to 
send presents to her ex's 
godchildren. For this reason, 
Mrs Lewis recommends that 
parents start with a healthy 
complement at the font There 
is a theory, too. that in a 
recession there’s a-lot to be 
said for adding a couple of 
extra-rich godparents to the 
mix. 


W here exactly, you 
may wonder, 
does spirituality 
stand in all this? 
In the mind of most godpar- 
ents, if they cared to admit it 
well bade. This is not for lack 
of trying by the Church of 
England. 

Smce foe late Eighties, just 
when godparents were prolif¬ 
erating, an increasingly fun¬ 
damentalist Church has 
frowned upon private chris¬ 
tenings, viewing than as over¬ 
whelmingly soda! and stand¬ 
offish. No records are kept of 



ding present Evd then it 
doesn’t end. 

Once the obligatins of god¬ 
parents were disuarged at 
confirmation. Nom you're a 
lifer. Half of my own kind 
godparents still sen me, at foe 
age of 36, Christina parcels of 
books and spongfbags. For 
each new godchil you take 
on. you must recon on. in 
today’s money, a linimum of 
£3,000. / 


of god- 
ged at 


[parcels of 
bags. For 
you take 
on on, in 
inimum of 


A lmost th/sole endur¬ 
ing thin/ in foe god¬ 
parent situs game is 
securing a member 
of the royal famJk The Mon¬ 
arch as godmoper to your 
baby carries eveimore kudos 
than Lady Thaflher as non¬ 
executive directonf your bold¬ 
ing board. I 
The Prince of wales has 20 
godchildren. thePrincess rath¬ 
er fewer (but sets them more 
often), foe Queln about two 
dozen, whose reddinds she 
punctiliously bends J The 
great question s how fto set 
about inviting (te of mem to 
be a godparent, issurcing you 
are first a frien L Do you ask 
them straight, r though an 
equerry, or war tobeasked by 
them? The cared answer, 
according to tie hographer 
Hugo Vickers is foe last, 
having primed foe pump by 
inviting them) to visit the 
newborn baby in .iospital or 
early upon its retun home. To 
ask directly invite rebuff. The 
royal family, in hisj respect, 
identifies with hoi? fierce 
notices pinned rfxrvi saloon 
bars.* “Please dc nof ask for 
credit Refusal oten offends.” 

Edward VQ confined to 
become godfatter m a child 
only If there vas k decent 
chance he was foe Biological 
father too. At nraderi christen¬ 
ings. it is old feme/ who are 
increasingly irvited to become 
godparents. At tie recent 
London dirixeninaof a baby 
whose parens hadeach led a 
breezily proniscuo/s pre-wed- 
ded life, tlere Mere seven 
godparents rangedhround the 
font three a his ads. and four 
of hers. I 


fyourhold- 


rincess rath- 
them more 
t about two 
ddinfo she 
endsJ The 


Is it worth it? For each new godchfld you take on. you must reckon on (in todays money) a minimum of 



how many of foe 186,200 
t annual baptisms of babies 
under the age of one are 
" private, but it is estimated by 
s the Church to have slipped 

- below 5 per cent A spokesman 

- for Church House told me that 

- “except in extraordinary rir- 
F cumstances. for instance an 

emergency baptism in hospi¬ 
tal. the Alternative Service 
Prayer Book requires foe ad¬ 
ministration of baptism in the 
twurse of public worship- Bap¬ 
tism is all about becoming a 
member of foe family of God. 

If the family of God is not 
there, a great nonsense is 
being promoted. 'Hole-m-foe- 
wall baptisms’ are not encour¬ 
aged." he added sternly. 

In a growing number of 
parishes, it is nor just foe 
parents who must be active 
worshippers to secure a chris¬ 
tening but all the 
godparents too. St 
Mar> ’s. Giiling- V our 
ham. in Kent, is 1 bUlc 
currently damping 
down and doesn't TCSllStlC 

permit anyone at ... 

all to become a Obligation 
godparent unless ° 

they can prove six jc fry 
months of regular 
Anglican church- 
going. Ai a time of UlUUIge 

rapidly dedining ,, 

membership. I am tiiem 

surprised the 
Church feels it is in 

a position to make these cousins 
demands. i 

Modem parents, converse* i 
i>\ attach increasing signifi- i 
cance to their godparents’ ] 
character rather than creed. 1 
Roman Catholics. Jews. Greek 
Orth odox and agnostics all 
regularly stand godparent at 
Church of England christen¬ 
ings. Having just totted them 
all up. I find that mv own c 
children have equal numbers c 
of C of E and non-C of E “ 
godparents. Nobody has aer C 

questioned me about mv own u 


) whether you’d consider be- 
* coming a godparent is foe 
: warmest compliment short of 
[ a marriage proposal, implying 
1 as it does that you are a good 
enough friend fin both senses) 
of foe baby’s parents and that 
foey expect to go on seeing you 
tor foe next 20 years. It is a role 
that exposes you to much of 
foe fun but none of foe 
responsibility of a child’s life. 
Your sole realistic obligation is 
to indulge them. You can plan 
treats. You can give godchil¬ 
dren presents they really want, 
but which you would consider 
too hideous to buy for your 
own children. One of my 
happiest Saturday afternoons 
this year was spent choosing 
for a god-daughter three frog¬ 
faced, pink-haired trolls, and 
inflicting them upon her par¬ 
ents’ impeccable post-modern 
-_ house. If your god¬ 

children grow up 
" SOie successful, you 
bask in their glory; 
iofip if they end up a 

toLAx. mess, it* not your 

ntinr* fau,t - 

aLIUfl For some reason. 

probably foe mix- 
tO tore of ages, family 

and friends, chris- 
llge lenings are great 

° ponies; the service 

m swift and inspiring. 

foe status of the 
- godparents unam¬ 

biguous. the baby* 
cousins and grandparents 
rnavmg no formal role to play) 
enthusiastic spectators. And 
titeto 15 years later, foe confir¬ 
mation: another gargantuan 
lunch at a local hotel 


me nothing as per usual" etc 
etc), then..it isn’t cheap. An 
adequate christening present 
always seems to cost £100. 
whether you take foe enamel 
cuff-links route or foe Beatrix 
Potter books. A really gener¬ 
ous present such as gold 
engraved cuff-links is five 


times as much. Then there are 
pre-christening baby presents, 
at least 18 years of birthdays 
and Christmases, Sooty show 
tickets, the Royal Tournament, 
Thorpe Park, con firm ation 
(once a Bible; now it is 
brooches tor girts, a putter for 
boys), an extra-generous wed- 


• Th is artide apj 
Christmas trillion 
tator. The author} 
editor of Cmdi Naj, 


irs in the 
The Spec- 
nunaging 
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S o what else does a 
modem godparent do? 
The New York godfa¬ 
ther to one of our 
children sent us a letter detail¬ 
ing what he secs as his duties: 
“U Suitable birthday and 
Christmas gifts each year, 
with an American theme (this 
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thing m the service lo disturb a 
non-Anglican. The vicar an¬ 
nounces at the beginning, "All 
those who bring children to be 
baptised (k the parents) must 
affirm their allegiance 10 
Christ’'. Godparents later de- 
dare. "I turn to Christ. I 
believe and trust in Him." All 
reassuringly woolly, and no 
problem either of course for 
Hmdus or Muslims since thev 
view Jesus as a prophet. 

Bdng tentatively asked 


ccnage years arrive: 3) )—* — —— —— De tofeowd^i(«cmKiB!l.993 y 
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rmant godparent pub* [ AAke«: - _ ~ -- - 


complaints about stuffy and 
over-restrictive parents.“ 
Unless you are intending to 
be a dormani godparent pub* 
tidy reviled by your godchil- 
dren for never giving presents 
("Dear Godmother Clare. 
Thank you for the cricket pads 
you gave me for Christmas. 
My Godfather Nicholas sent 
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N\V in black 

. jp- ' ;m ■ —Take one dress, five designers — 
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REGARDLESS of 
the price tag it may 
bear, there can be 
Kttfe in a woman’s 
wardrobe more val¬ 
uable than a simple 
blade dress. As an 
evening option it 
outshines the 
sparkly sequin 
numbers and outra¬ 
geous ballgowns fit 
only for Danny La 
Rut Long or short, 
modest or showy, 
the black dress ex¬ 
udes class, and is 



Fashion 
—♦— 
IAINR. 
WEBB 


gatherings through¬ 
out the year. It is a 
regular party-goer. 

The promise of 
the Made dress is its 
adaptability. It can 
be dressed up or 
down as you desire. 
The Times asked 
five designers to 

lake a black stretch 

cotton Lycra dress 
(by Pineapple) and 
adapt it by any 
means, to fit then- 
own particular 
style liie results. 


synonymous with all things which rangjtaihcS 
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For these reasons the black 
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pretty to the dramatically 
different prove that regard- 
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Antoni*Alison: "The dress 
was used as our medium to 
convey some best possible 
thoughts. The dress was em¬ 
broidered and printed with 
these words. It cost us our 
time and energy and gave us 
pleasure" 

Debbie Moore — Pineapple: 
“/ cut out the neck arid sleeves 
to give a scooped off the 
shoulder, capped sleeves look 
and I cut a V into die back. The 
good thing about the fabric is 
that it doesn't fray or ladder, 
even after washing: it just 
slightly rolls. The trick is to cut 
with care and cut less than you 
think you will need to. I kept 
the length because you can 
always fold h over at the hip. 
which has a useful girdling 
e ffect, if you want it to be 
shorter. I customised it with 
Christmas decorations from 
Ben tails in; Kingston upon 
Thames. The grapevine gar¬ 
land was very bendy and easy 
to work with and cost El 9.95.1 
interspersed paper rosebuds 
and worked them into the 
vine, and with the remainder I 
| made a garland. The rosebuds 
cost £2i5 a bunch and I only 
used one bunch. I wanted to 
do something that anyone 
could do at home; you don't 
even need to be able to sew. 
you can just attach with safety 
pins and then take the decora¬ 
tions off and still have a great i 
basic dress to wear." j 


dress need never be consid¬ 
ered boring. 

Christmas and the party sea¬ 
son, as this is a silhouette we 
always sell well." 

Ben de lisi: “1 tied the dress in 
knots and soaked it in a bleach 

and water solution for three 
hours and then dried it I used I 
regular household bleach 
which makes it a very cheap 
process. Alternatively you can 
fill a spray pump and spray 
the bleach on. I wanted to 
change the black Lycra to a 
more aged aubergine colour. I 
didn't cut the dress at all, but 
left it the shape it was. From 
my Autumn/Winter 1993 col¬ 
lection I used a hand painted 
silk velvet fabric to make a 
sarong which could be draped 
over the shoulders or tied at 
the waist or under the bust 
Normally in my collection this 
would cost about £190. The 
fabric added the Ben de Lisi 
signature. I didn't see the 
point of changing a shape that 
already worked so well. The 
key is not to redo but to 
enhance." 

Shoes by Russell & Bromley. 
£110(071-629 6903). 


Helen Storey; “I chopped the 
sleeves off and made these into 
a bag; lowered the back to give 
ha deep plunge; reshaped the 
tat, chopped the hem to a 
mini length and added a band 
of lace to a false hem. The lace 
I used costs about £5 a metre, 
and a metre is about what was 
used. For me the original 
length was neither one tiling 
or another. 1 was thinking of 


The New RenaisGAnee: “We 
cut the dress into a simple 
short tube, made straps out of 
two lengths of ribbon and 
covered it with our version of 
sequins, which were made by 
laser printing onto a laminat¬ 
ed surface, then destroying the 
image and then putting it back 
together. We trimmed the 
dress with feathers and 
covered the sleeves with them 
to make a bolero. We custom¬ 
ised shoes to go with the outfit 
The whole thing cost us a 
couple of hundred pounds. We 
wanted something that was 
glamorous, beautiful, and ex¬ 
citing. This is conspicuous 
enjoyment You cannot be shy 
and retiring in this dress, you 
have to have fun.” 
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Original black Lycra dress, £45. Other black Lycra dresses in 
the range are from E25-E80. Available from 
Pineapple, 6a Langley Street, WC2 (071 -836 4006) and selected 
branches of Miss SeHridge nationwide 

Photographs: CHRIS DAWES. Hair James Dodds for Anthony 
Yacomine. Make-up; Liam Dunn. Stylist Rachel CdBns 
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Debbie Moore- Pineapple: “I went for the Christmas feiry/free spirit Iook. : 
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Ben de Lisi: “Lightness and texture for thTseasoa" The New RenaisCAnce: “] 


‘ELEGANT 

LOOKS’ 

‘UNRIVALLED 

APPEAL’ 

Get acquainted with the most 
successful executive of 1993. The 
BMW 525iSE at £25,850. “Elegant 
looks, beautifully balanced handling 
and unrivalled driver appeal." 

(Autocar & Motor}' 



Tffi ULTIMATE DRIVING MACHINE 

For further information Freephone 0800 325600 
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■ Any aliens entering the galaxy 
should check in at the European 
Parliament’s reception desk 


E very so often, a story 
comes our way 
which is so good that 
ii fills a columnist with 
dismay. His journalistic 
skills are no longer needed. 
The thing he is employed 
for — literary “spin" — is 
useless, almost a distrac¬ 
tion. Seated at my typewrit¬ 
er this Sunday morning. 
December W. on the table 
before me an array of 
Christmas cards, picturing 
sky-borne angels and radi¬ 
ant stars in the east, I am m 
just such a quandary. 

Beside me on my desk lies 
a copy oF the European 
Parliament’s draft report, 
DOC EN/PR/233233. from 
the Committee on Energy. 
Research and Technology, 
On The Proposal To Set Up 
A European Centre For 
Sightings Of Unidentified 
Flving Objects. 

What can you say? Surely 
it's a spoof? It cannot be 
true, can it? Or. if true, the 
report must surely conclude 
that it would be pure mad¬ 
ness for the European Par¬ 
liament to make recommen¬ 
dations like this? But. oh my 
beloved readers, it is not a 
spoof: it is indeed true; and 
the document concludes by 
urging that just such an 

institution be _ 

approved. 

The “rappor¬ 
teur” (not a word, 
so far as I know, 
with any English 
meaning: but 1 
suppose it means 
he wrote the re¬ 
port) is a Mr 
Tullio Regge. 

There is also a 
Mr Di Rupo in 
some way in¬ 
volved. but one 
can never quite _____ 
work out what's 
what and who's who from 
these European documents. 
Maybe one could learn, but 
life is short. 

Anyway, one thing is 
clear, that 

A. Whereas, far over half 
a century, the public at 
large has been thrown into 
con/usion by constant 
sightings of unidentified 
flying objects ... and.. - 
' B. Whereas more reliable 
and truthful information 
needs to be provided ... 

...ft seems the parlia¬ 
ment is now to consider 
either the setting up of its 
own centre for research and 
information on UFO 
sightings, or (and this is die 
more modest suggestion 
made by the rapporteur) 
taking the French institute 
already engaged in this 
work — SEPRA (Service for 
Assessment of Atmospheric 
Re-Entry Phenomena) — 
and assigning it “a Com¬ 
munity-wide role and Com¬ 
munity status”. 

And Community money, 

\ don’t mind betting. In fact 
there's no need to bet: 

Any additional costs 
which might arise as a 
result of SEPRA's role must 
be covered by agreements 
between the French govern - 
ment and other EC member 
states. 

In other words: us. 

It's a fascinating report 
ue\e commissioned, fel- 
tovv-iaxpa>ers. In Mr 
Reyue's defence, it must be 
saiil that he docs not seem 


The theory 
that aliens 
have 

established 
a base in 
the asteroid 
belt cannot 
be ruled out’ 


himself to have been con¬ 
vinced of the arrival of alien 
immigrants, 'alien space¬ 
craft, or alien,messages, on 
our planet Though “... the 
theory that aliens have es¬ 
tablished a base in the 
asteroid belt cannot be 
ruled our. there have been, 
he says, no sightings. As to 
the existence of alien civili¬ 
sations on Venus. Mercury 
or Mars. Mr Regge advises 
Euro-MPs that this is un¬ 
likely. Venus is too hot. 
Mercury has no atmo¬ 
sphere. and Mars looks 
quite empty, he says. 

What a joy it is to think 
that not so many months 
from now we shall be 
choosing from our own 
nation a lucky few to attend 
the European Parliament, 
there to benefit from this 
kind of education! 

Our intrepid rapporteur 
also assesses the claim that 
earthbound science misses 
the evidence of alien intru¬ 
sion, because these extra¬ 
terrestrials have developed 
“supertechnologies", allow¬ 
ing them to travel, undetect¬ 
ed. 40.000.000.000.000km 
here from the closest star in 
a shorter time than the 
42,000 years it would take 
us. MHD (magnetohydro- 

_ dynamics) of the 

kind explored fay 
the Japanese, he 
says, has been 
suggested as a 
means of propul¬ 
sion. But he does 
not think Euro- 
MPs should in¬ 
volve themselves 
in this debate. Oh 
good. 

The report dis¬ 
cusses the alleged 
arrival in Russia 
_____ of a banana- 
shaped flying 
saucer containing aliens 
I Oft high capable of tele¬ 
pathic communication with 
the Russians. Euro-MPs 
should entertain none of 
this sort of nonsense, ad¬ 
vises Mr Regge, plainly 
concerned that, to an assem¬ 
bly that can believe in the 
common agricultural poli¬ 
ty. the arrival of a flying 
banana from outer space 
might seem unremarkable. 

And not just to the Euro¬ 
pean Assembly. Apparently 
(he notes) a majority “of 
educated French people are 
convinced of the truth of 
various parasdemific be¬ 
liefs". of which UFO 
sightings are a prime 
example. 

“The social, and hence 
political, message of die 
above considerations 
should be very dear," the 
report warns. Belgium, it 
reminds us. is now in the 
grip of a mania for 
sightings of triangular 
UFOs travelling at very 
high speeds, especially over 
Ltege. 

I should have thought 
that you have there the 
final refutation of the 
case for UFOs. The drought 
that a super-intelligent 
being, having travelled 
40.000.000.000.000km in 
search of human civilisa¬ 
tion. should on arrival 
choose Belgium for its holi¬ 
day. is frankly risible. Is 
there intelligent life in Brus¬ 
sels? I think we should be 
told. 


The Ftthrer would not have been convinced by the comparisons 


w 


"hat would Hitler have 
made of it all? He has. 
after all been compared 
to Vladimir Zhirinovsky 
in almost every newspaper in the 
world. Would he have been pleased 
that his policies, including national¬ 
ism, anti-Semitism and aggression, 
have again been brought into serious 
public discussion? Or would he have 
rejected Mr Zhirinovsky as an impos¬ 
ter and been irritated by the compari¬ 
son? One should remember that 
Hitler was a monster, but did not see 
himself as a monster. 

He would certainly have bem 
suspicious of Mr Zhirinovsky's na¬ 
tionalism. simply because it is Rus¬ 
sian. Hitler did indeed admire Stalin. 
In July 1942. a year after the invasion 
of Russia, he told his colleagues after 
dinner. “Stalin, too, must command 
our unconditional respect In his own 
way. he is ahdlof a feUowl He knows 
his models. Genghis Khan and the 
others, very well, and the scope of his 
industrial planning is only exceeded 
by our Four Year Han." The follow¬ 
ing month he commented. “Stalin is 
half beast, half giant. To the social 
side of life he is utterly indifferent 
The people can rot for all he cares. If 
we bad given him another ten years, 
Europe would have been swept away, 
as it was at the time of the Huns.” 

Yet his admiration for Stalin did 
not extend to the Russian people, 
whom he despised; this contempt 
extended to Russian populism, which 
Mr Zhirinovsky represents. “We 
must distinguish between the Fascist 
popular movement and the popular 
movement in Russia. The Fascist 
movement is a spontaneous return to 
the traditions of ancient Rome. The 
Russian movement has an essential 
tendency towards anarchy." 

Between 1941 and 1944 Martin 
Bormann arranged for Hitler's table 
talk to be recorded after dinner at his 
headquarters; it was first published 
in 1953, and republished in 1973 with 
an introduction try Hugh Trevor- 


Not Hitler’s kind 
of Fascist 


Roper. We know, therefore, what 
Hitler’s political ideas were during 
that period and we also have his 
anecdotes of childhood and youth. 
These conversations were not intend¬ 
ed for immediate publication, but are 
more like Boswell’s record of Samuel 
Johnsons conversation, so the table 
talk gives a franker view of Hitler's 
views than Mein Kampf which was 
written when he was in prison 20 
years earlier. He thought the Rus¬ 
sians needed a strong and ruthless 
leader, and that such a leader had to 
impose his will on an inherently 
recalcitrant Russian people. 

This view was supported by his 
own racial theories. “The Aryan 
peoples are particularly active: In the 
eyes of the Russian, the principal 
support of civilisation is vodka. His 
ideal consists m never doing any¬ 
thing but the indispensable. Our 
conception of work (work, and then 
more of it!) is one that he submits to 
as if it were a real curse. 

“For the Russian the return to the 

state of nature is a return to primitive 

forms of life. The family exists, the 
female looks after her children, like 
the female of the hare, with all the 
feelings of a mother. But the Russian 
doesn’t want anything more. When 
he collapses and should yield, the 
Russian bursts into lamentation. 
This will to return to the state of 
nature is exhibited in his revolution. 
For the Russian, die typical form of 
revolution is nihilism.” 

This discussion came less than a 
fortnight after the German invasion 


terrible crimes, including the Holo¬ 
caust but an understanding of jus 
career has to start with an under¬ 
standing of this Nazi political ideolo¬ 
gy. it is dear from his table talk that 
these views were sincere, and not a 


mere demagogue’s pretence. 

Hitler had a different view of the 
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ants. These insects have the faculty of 
living in a state of society — but 
rabbits haven’t-" . 



of Russia in June 1941. It was 
followed a couple of mon ths later by a 
similar view: "irs not a mere chance 
that the inventor of anarchism was a 
Russian. Unless other peoples, begin¬ 
ning with the Vikings, had imported 
some rudiments of organisation into 

Russian humanity, the Russians nmw leader like 

would still be living like rabbits. One nectssary rote of aiStav leader UKe 

cannot change rabbits into bees or Stalin and an Aryan . 

5 .himself or, with some qualifications, 

Mussolini A Slav leader has to 

browbeat an. inherently anarchic 

people into achieving anything at an, 

as does an Aryan .learfer^yh? has 
conquered a Slav^eeple.-Yet he could 
“say of his own role: “We have seen 
what a people is capable of. when it is 
led. All possibilities exist ui it, tor 
good as well as for evfl. The duty of 
National Socialism inevitably bods 
down to this: all that is best in the 
people should be allowed ceaselessly 
to develop.” 

Fbr this reason he repeatedly 
argued that Nazism was not for 
export: it was an Aryan creed for an 
Aryan people. Nor would he have 
had much sympathy with Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky’s self pity, which he 
would have regarded as an unmanly 
expression of the attitudes of an 
inferior race. Hitler’s own references 
to his youth are not particularly self 
pitying. He refers to his father, in a 
ralher patronising way. as an old 
man who kept bees. He tells the story 
of getting drunk — the only time in 
his life — on his high school 
graduation day, and how on the train 
going home he mistakenly used his 


Rees-Mogg 


Adolf Hitler had a theory of society. 
He believed that the function of a 
leader was to secure the survival of 
his race, in a Darwinist sense. He 
believed that the Aryans were the 
highest race, with the greatest poten¬ 
tial for survival, because of their 
superior willpower, their attitude to 
work, their creative energy, their 
discipline and their resilience. He 
regarded the Jews as hostile to this 
Aryan ideal, partly because of their 
commercial skills and partly because 
of their internationalism. He regard¬ 
ed Slavs, as well as blacks and most 
Asians, as inferior because they 
lacked the Aryan virtues. These views 
led him to commit atrocious and 


certificate as lavatory paper. He was * 
happv in the army; he was passion- 
atety fond of soldiering" Ha dad- 
hood and youth may not have been 
happy, but as a man of 50 hedjd not 
h^P on that- He was notably a 

vegetarian who loved dogs. 

Hiller had fa common with Mr 
Zhirinovsky a preference for, and an 
appeal to. the dispossessed working 
dak "Since the beginning of ny 
political activity. I have made it a rule 
not to curry favour with the bourgeoF 
sie The political attitude of that class 

is marked by the sign of enwaidja. I 

aimed, instead, to awaken theenthu¬ 
siasm of the working class for my 
ideas." Hitler built his party on the 
support of the impoverished masses, 
as Mr Zhirinovsky is trying to do. 

Hider would also have opposed the .J 
laissez-faire reforms of the Yeltsin ■ 
administration. He believed that 
Europe should have a self-sufficient 
economy, not dependent on Asia or 
the United States. His views would 
favour the division of the world into 
protectionist -blocs and a Soviet 
Union seeking self sufficiency. 

Yet Hitler would hardly have 
thought that Mr Zhirinovsky had a 
serious chance of success. He might 
have considered that Mr Zhirinovsky 
was making an Aryan appeal — the 
i—all to reverse the current trend of 
world history — to a Slav people with 
a preference fbr vodka and anarchy. 

He would have feared another Stalin 
who would beat the Russian people 
into reluctant activity. But as yet, Mrf. 
Zhirinovsky’s rhetoric does not have ' 
the Stalinist ring. Hitler would, 1 
suspect, have regarded him as more 
likely to prove yet another sign of 
Russian nihilism than a true disciple 
of Genghis Khan. Indeed, Adolf 
Hitler could not have believed in the 
possibility of a Slav Hitler; his view 
was that “the real frontier is the rate 
that separates the Germanic world 
from the Slav world". That frontier, 
for him. was just as much psychologi¬ 
cal as physical. 


Call it Lazarus syndrome 


The outbreak of 
Tory optimism is 
misplaced, says 

Peter Riddell 


T ory MPs are becoming over¬ 
confident. They, not Labour 
or Liberal Democrat mem¬ 
bers. have left die Commons 
for the three-week. Christmas recess 
smiling, talking of “turning points” 
and the like. But the mood at 
Westminster is not the same as 
opinion in the country. The Tories’ 
troubles are far from over. 

The Government's predicament 
remains as ft has been since John 
Major became Prime Minister deal¬ 
ing with the deep political tensions 
and economic difficulties left over 
from the Thatcher era. Mr Major 
papered them over ahead of last 
year’s election. But they have since 
resurfaced with a vengeance. 

Mr Major has been trying to 
extend the Government's natural life 
against all the forces of complacency 
and staleness produced by a long 
period in office. As one senior 
minister admitted last week; “Every 
year makes it harder for us to justify 
re-election. Next year well have been 
in power for 15 years: by the election. 
17 years or more." Mr Major's 
success in keeping the show together 
is in many ways more striking than 
his difficulties. Several other long- 
serving administrations have lost 
power, the Republicans in America, 
the Liberal Democrats in Japan, the 
Conservatives in Canada, and the 
Christian-Democrat-led regime in 
Italy. But the Tories have survived 
against the trend. 

The Tory party is now more 
harmonious than since just after the 
election. This is partly relief that the 
bitterly divisive Maastricht saga is 
over. The much predicted full-scale 
conflict between left and right in the 
contests for the Tory backbench 
committees turned ou; io be as 
exciting and newsworthy as pre-l9S9 
Soviet - elections- Kenneth Clarke 



outmanoeuvred potential rebels over 
the Budget by his initial presentation¬ 
al success at Westminster. 

Haxing moved to the brink of a 
leadership crisis in June and in 
September (both partly media stimu¬ 
lated). the forces for stability have 
reasserted themselves. This has been 
less a question of loyalty, always 
over-trumpeted in the Tory party, 
than of stU-preservation. 

Mr Major has shown a surer and 
more authoritative touch since ihe 
summer. He has been helped by 
favourable economic news, falling 
unemployment, low inflation and a 
drop in interest ra;cs. and by events, 
that unpredictable saviour and curse 
of all politicians. The Gan trade deal, 
though flawed, is better than any 
alternative, and. on Northern Ire¬ 
land. Mr Major has displayed det- 
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ermination and negotiating skill in 
getting as far as he has. He has been 
able to appear prime ministerial 
rather than an embattled whip 
pushed around by fractious MPs. 

By contrast, neither opposition 
party looks comfortable. Labour may 
enjoy high poll ratings, but few 
Labour M PS believe these figures will 
be sustained. John Smith's instinctive 
gradualism loo often borders on 
passivity. Pacing your party is sensi¬ 
ble at this stage of the Parliament, but 
the occasional burst of speed would 
help. The latest all-out assault in the 
Commons has made little impact, 
apart from forcing MPs to vote (ate at 
night, in the process exposing ab¬ 
sences on the Labour side. 


Mr Smith's victory over one mem¬ 
ber one vote for some party decisions 
was vital, but the fierce argument 
involved seems to have deterred him 
from going further. He has been 
prepared to think radically over the 
constitution. But he has offered little 
direction on key economic issues, 
allowing a battle to develop among 
his lieutenants. No wonder the 
"modernisers” are depressed. 

Paddy Ashdown’s frustrations 
have more to do with befog ignored. 
Elections are the lifeblood of the 
Liberal Democrats, and in their 
absence the media pay the party tittle 
attention. So its poll ratings have 
slipped back. Now he faces the 
challenge of Tower Hamlets, where 
the seedy, and occasionally worse, 
behaviour of some local leaders has 
for too long been brushed aside. Mr 


(. 

Ashdown has been wilting to con¬ 
front the miscreants, although it may 
mean that the local party splits and 
loses control of the council. Such 
firmness could boost Mr Ashdown’s 
standing, as did Neil Kinnock’s battle 
against the Liverpool Militants in 
1985. But the affair has exposed the 
dangers inherent in the party's style 
of local campaigning and, for once, 
forced it onto the defensive.' 

But Tory MPS may be exaggerat¬ 
ing foe pick-up in their own fortunes 
and the difficulties of the opposition. 
The change in mood at Westminster 
has not been matched outside. Any 
post-Budget froth should have been 
blown away by the devastating 
verdict in the latest MORI poll for 
The Times. The Budget, and Mr 
Clarke's performance as Chancellor, 
are rated the second worst since the 
mid-1970s, only behind Norman 
Lamont’s final statement last March. 

By big margins, the public regards 
the Budget as bad for the country and 
for them personally. Not onfy will the 
measures nor be felt until next April, 
just before the local and Euro 
elections, but they are only a first 
instalment. The pain will last 

Mr Clarke must hope for pre¬ 
election tax cuts and for an eventual 
boost to Tory ratings from the spread , 
of economic recovery. But these may r IS 
not guarantee victory. The hostile 
reaction to the Budget could be 
symptomatic of a deeper disillusion¬ 
ment which developed after sterling's 
forced withdrawal from the ex¬ 
change-rate mechanism. Mr Smith 
and Gordon Brown are right repeat¬ 
edly to talk about Tory "betrayals” on 
tax and “you can never trust the 
Tories again”. Mr Major is evidently 
disttomfited by them. The biggest 
swings against the Government have 
been on measures such as keeping 
promises, truthfulness and being out 
of touch with ordinary people. 

The public may at last have ^ 
concluded that it is time for a change 
— even though they cannot them¬ 
selves quite believe it. with slightly 
more still expecting the Tories to win 
the next election than think Labour 
will. My hunch, however, is that, 
having weathered the storms of the 
past 18 months. Mr Major will lead 
his party into that election. 
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NO SOONER has the polit¬ 
ical dust settled over the BBCs 
To Piay The King, than news 
comes of another even more 
salacious television serial on 
Westminster. Entitled Faith 
and starring Michael 
Gambon as an MP, it prom¬ 
ises to encompass all contem¬ 
porary political scandals in 
four hours of viewing. 

Illegal arms sales, privacy 
and press freedom constitute 
some of Central Television's 
plot. But much is taken up by 
a storyline ;har initially 
smacks of David Meltor’s fall 
from grace bur gives it a twist 
Gambon js set upon by a 
tabloid press which believes 
him to be conducting an 
extramarital affair. After bug¬ 
ging the rendezvous, they find 
their MP has been seducing 
hu> male political assistant. 

Playing himself and com¬ 
menting on these tawdry go¬ 
ings-on is Ken Livingstone, 
Labour MP for Brent' East, 
who repeats in a mock press 
interview bis sentiments on 
Mellor's headline-making het¬ 
erosexual affair in July: “Like 
mow people I don't really care 


who he goes to bed with — just 
so king as it isn’t me." 

Livingstone is rising in 
showbusiness. He played a 
cameo role in the racy drama 
A Woman's Guide to Adul¬ 
tery. And he has just been 
signed up as Mr Darlinc in 
Peter Pan. the Radio Scotland 
pamo from which Julian Gary 
was dropped after his remarks 
about Norman Lament. “W-c 
did pantomimes at the GLC." 
he explains of his thespian 
tendencies. “I was always the 
hero, ev en though l was never 

very good." 

Video narky 

HOW accountable is the BBC? 
Who better to assess John 
Bin's glasnost count than 
Jeanne Vronskaya. London 
correspondent for Moscow 
News. Vronskaya is furious 
with the corporation fbr. she 
claims, refusing to give her a 
video of The Body Parts Busi¬ 
ness broadcast’last month 
which examined traffic in hu¬ 
man body pares in Russia^ 

Vronskaya, who wrote a re¬ 
port on the programme for her 


newspaper, that applied to foe 
programme's editor. Johr. 
Blake, for a copy to send 
home. She says: “l canne: un¬ 
derstand how they can Keep it 
a secret from Russia. It has 
been broadcast to the L'K." 

Blake is standing firm. 
“What she will not have said is 
how inaccurate her report of 
the programme was. There 
are people who took part on 
the understanding that it 
would not be broadcast in 
Russia. We are talking to the 
participants and once they are 
ail happy that i! should he 
available then it wiU be." 


• While soap opera sian all 
over the land squeeze inro 




their sequinned lights, a dif¬ 
ferent class of pantomime star 
is appearing on the boards at 
tne Players Tneatrv in Char¬ 
ing Cross. London. Simon 
Mastertan-Smitk. a bass- 
baritone best known for his 
work with the English Nat¬ 
ional Opera, is play:ng ihe 
evil Alnxnazar in Aladdin. Op¬ 
era singers, he sun. could 
learn a few things from panto. 
"We need more acting ability 
from opera singen. A singing 
Branagh — or Arthur Askey 
would have made a great 
Bariolo in The Marriage of 
Figaro." 

Going critical 

MORE glasnost troubles. The 
National Theatre, for so long a 
doughty campaigner for free 
expression, stands accused of 
censorship. The latest issue of 
fntcrNational. its in-house 


magazine which is also dis¬ 
tributed to its American pa- 
irons. has been withdrawn. 
The editor, playwright Rich¬ 
ard Stancman. has resigned. 

The problem, apparently, 
was thro: articles considered 
overly critical of recent pro¬ 
ductions. stoncnr.an had com¬ 
missioned the journalist lan 
Aiiken w write about Absence 
of War. and two others to 
write about Racing Demon 
and Murmuring Judges. 

Stoneman. unfortunately, is 
not contactsblc. Aitkcn. mean¬ 
while. is furious and snaps: "It 
looks dangerously like amor- 
ship to mL-.“Thc Na tinnal is in 
pacific mood. A spokesman 
says: “The issue is not coming 
out. The editor has resigned 
but I (font know why That's 
all 1 know." 

• Nat to be outdone by Hilla¬ 
ry Clinton, who last year 


shared with readers of Ameri¬ 
ca's Family Cirde magazine 
her sero-butter. high-oatmeal 
recipe for chocolate chip 
cookies. Britain's First Lady 
has published her recipe for 
apple pie. Norma Major’s rec¬ 
ipe for six. featured in 
South Rihble Conservative As - 
socialion's What’s Cooking 
in Parliament? includes lash¬ 
ings of butter. whipping cream 
and honey. Just as long as Vir¬ 
ginia Bottomley doesn't find 
out... 

Art and shopping 

NOT content wiih pondering 
to lovers of upside-down 
Christmas trees, concrete 
houses and neon rice paddies, 
London’s Tate Gallery is off in 
search of a whole new section 
of art tower — the super-rich, 
fashion-conscious shopper. 

To advertise its Picasso exhi¬ 
bition next February. the gal¬ 
lery has persuaded the 
Knightsbridgc store Harvey 
Nichols to tend it seven win¬ 
dows. cadi featuring a tailor's 
dummy dressed as one of Pi¬ 
casso's seven lovers. Around 
the dummies wifi be objects 
representing each woman — 
for example the window in 
which Fcmande. a milliner's 


Madam Cyn goes 
undercover 

BRITAIN’S most famous 
madam is back in business. 
Thirteen years after the prison 
sentence, the subsequent 
books and two films — Per¬ 
sonal Services and Wish You 
Were Here — Cynthia Payne. 
k to launch her latest money- 
making venture, a mail-order 
company that will provide 
“glamorous underwear for 
the older and larger woman”. 

The venture. Personal Col¬ 
lections. will be launched next 
month with a blaze of publici¬ 
ty in the press. Payne says: “in 
America they make fancy 
underwear for older women 
and bigger women, but not 
here I've talked to a lot of 
women over 40 here and 
they’re very keen." 

Such is her belief in the 



ling the lingerie. Which comes 
m silk and satin and is priced 



between £20 and £30. If this is 
a success. Payne promises the 
same designs in Jealher and , 
rubber. “The rubber they f' 
make nowadays is beautiful - 
stuft not like the stuff they 
made 25 years ago. irs verv 
sesy to the touch.” 


daughter, is shown, wifi be 
filled with haw. 

All this, admits a gallery 
spokesman, is to entice “a new 
audience. Shoppers in Kniglu- 


sbridge are aware of fashion 
and design. We are having an 
evening for Harvey Nichols 
account-holders at ihe 

gallery 
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COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
December 19: Miss BeOy Bush 
was received by The Queen 
when Her Majesty presented 
to her a Bax to the Royal 

Victorian Order (Silver). 

YORK HOUSE 
ST JAMES’S PALACE 
December l& The Duchess of 


Kent, Patron, Cancer Relief 
Macmillan Fund, this evening 
read the lesson at a Carol 
Concert, Eton College Chapel 
Windsor, Berkshire, and was 
mot on arrival by Her Majes¬ 
ty's Lord Lieutenant for Berk¬ 
shire (Mr John Henderson). 

Mrs Bona Henderson was 
in attendance. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


MrT.M-Beddow 
and Miss S.H. Garnett 
The engagement is announced 
between Ton. elder son of Mrs 
M.K. Beddcw and the late Mr 
CM. Beddcw, and Sophia, elder 
daughter of Mr Harry and the 
Hon Mrs Garnett. 

MrAJt Hambro 
and Miss H. Ward Jones 
The engagement is announced 
between Alexander, youngest son 
of Mr Charles Hambro. of Dixton 
Manor, and Mrs Rosie Hambro. 
of Barmn House, Gloucestershire, 
and Harriet, youngest daughter of 
Mr and Mrs David Ward Jones, of 
London. 

Mr PJ.G. Rnshmore 
and Miss I.D. Oapman 
The engagement is announced 
between Patrick, second son of 
Mrs B.MJ. Rushmore and the late 
Mr G-M- Rushmore. of North¬ 
amptonshire. and Isabel, daughter 
of Mrs ELA. CLapman and the late 
Mr B. Clapman. London. 

Mr J-P.L Stabler 
and Dr CM. Campbell Browa 
The engagement is announced 
between John-Paid, son of Mr and 
Dr Louis Stalder. al Glencaim, 

. Gerards Cross. Buckingham¬ 
shire and Cafriona. elder daugh¬ 
ter of Mr and Dr Colin Campbell 
Brown, of Daxrsie House. Cupar. 
Fife. 

Mr MA Walton 

and Miss M.E. Chetwynd 

Stapytlon 

The engagement is announced 
between Matthew, son of Mr and 
Mrs Michael Walton, of ToothOJ, 
Romsey. and Emma, elder daugh¬ 
ter of Lieutenani-Gotond and Mrs 
R.G.H. Chetwynd Stapyhon. of 
Lap ford. Devon. 


Mr EJJ.Tbeakston 
and Mbs V.M. Chisentafe- 
Marsh 

The engagement is announced 
between Edward David, youngest 
son of Mr and Mrs Michad 
Theakson. of Swinton. Ripon. 
North Yorkshire; and Vanda 
Mary, elder daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Anthony Chisenhale-Marsh. 
of Ntiddey. Ripon, North 
Yorkshire. 

Mr JA.P. Thompson 
and Mbs K.L, Knzub 
The engagement is . announced 
between Jeremy Angus Piyce, son 
of Mr and Mrs David Thompson, 
of Cobham. Surrey, and Karen 
Lynn, daughter of Dr and Mrs 
Robert Kozub. of Radnor. Penn¬ 
sylvania. USA 
Mr P.G. WiDs 
and Miss D. Hribat 
The engagement is announced 
between Patrick, youngest son of 
Mr and Mrs Richard Wills, of 
West Horsley. Surrey, and Denise, 
only daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Bohumd HribaL of Daunisey, 
Wiltshire. 

Mr AGH. Young 
and Miss SJ- Brooks 
The engagement is announced 
between Alastair, son of Mr and 
Mrs J.M.O. Young, of Steep, 
Hampshire, and Sarah, younger 
daughter of Mr and Mrs BJ. 
Brooks, of Sulhamstead. 
Berkshire. 


Appointment 

Professor John ArbuthnotL Prin¬ 
cipal and Vice-Chancellor of 
Siratbdyde University, has been 
appointed Chairman of the Joint 
Information Systems Committee. 


Nature notes 


IN STRONG winds, gulls are the 
birds most often seen in the sky. 
They leant to cope with winds and 
exploit them when they are hunt¬ 
ing atong cliffs and out at sea. 
There are now many black-headed 
gulls inland, some of them winter 
visitors from eastern Europe: they 
sit on a roof or a goalpost all facing 
into the gusts so that their feathers 
are not ruffled. 

Greenfinches are roaming the 
countryside in flocks, but they are 
suffering from the decline in weeds 
and winter stubble. They squabble 
over food on a bird-table, but the 
weaker birds quickly move off 
rather than waste time wailing for 
die chance of a morsel. Grey 
partridges are calling in the Gelds: 
they make a sound like metal 
being scraped. They prefer to fork 
under hedges in the daytime, and 
feed at dawn and dusk; but on 
short winter days they may still be 
out foraging at noon. There are 
thick chimps of mistletoe in the 



The black-headed gull 

raps of many trees, especially 
apples and poplars: they are 

m id'witr nwl ■».>Mb>nd~s ■■■■ar JrvJl 


hosts. The ripe berries are 
like green-tinted pearls, and are 
poisonous, though bitter and 
un tempting. 

him 

□ The New Times Nature Diary 
by Derwent May is based on a 
year of DIM'S Nature Notes, 
illustrated by Richard Blake (Rob¬ 
son Books, £10.95). 



Nicholas Williams, son of the late Owain Williams and of Mrs Betty Williams of Emsworth, Hampshire, and 
Alexandra Heseltine, daughter of Michael Hesdtine, MP, President of the Board of Trade, and Mrs Hesdtine. 
were married on Saturday at St Lawrence's. Marston St Lawrence, Northamptonshire 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS: John Wilson Croker, 
politician and writer, Galway. 
1780; Thomas Graham, chemist. 
Glasgow. 1805: Sir Robert Men¬ 
ses, Prime Minister of Australia 
193941 and 1949-06. Jeparit. Vic¬ 
toria. 1894: George, Duke of Kent. 
Sandringham House, Norfolk. 
1902- 

DEATHS: Ambrose Part, sur- 
«. Paris. 1590: Erich von Luden- 
•tt German World War f 
general, Munich. 1937; James HD- 
Ion. novelist Long Beach, Califor¬ 
nia. 1954; John Steinbeck, novelist. 
Nobd laureate 1962. New York, 
1968; Admiral Luis Carrero 
Blanco. Rime Minister of Spain 
1973, assassinated. Madrid, 1973; 
Bobby Darin, singer, songwriter 
and actor, Hollywood. 1973: Artur 
Rubinstein, pianist. Geneva. 1982. 


Birthdays today 

Mr Bill Abbott, governor. 
Raitonville Prison. 52: Miss Jenny 
Aguiler, actress, 41; Mr Michael 
Beaumont, Seigneur of Sark. 66; 
Lord Brabazon of Tara. 47; Mr 
Billy Bragg. singer. 35: Mr Simon 
Chancing. chairman. London 
Philharmonic. 33; Mr Malcolm 
Cooper, marksman. 46; Mr Peter 
CundeU. racehorse trainer. 45; Mr 
diaries Denton, television and 
Gbn producer. 56: Mr DJ 7 . Gard¬ 
ner, chairma n . Brixton Estate, 50; 
the Earl of Hanuwby, 71; Lord 
Howe of Aberavon. QC, 67; Miss 
Racbel Trickert. former principal. 
St Hugh's College, Oxford. 70: Mr 
John Whitney, chairman. Realty 
Useful Group, 63; Mr John Wil¬ 
kins. editor. The Tablet, 57. 


Today’s royal 
engagements 

The Prince of Wales, as President 
of The Prince's Youth Business 
Trust, win attend a trade fair of 
North London businesses sup¬ 
ported by the trust and win open 
the Peniiand Group's new con¬ 
ference centre at the centre. 
Squires Lane. Finchley, at 1130. 


Horticulture 

Seasonal splendours 
brighten RHS show 

By Alan Toogood. horticulture correspondent 


THE first Royal Horticultural 
Society Christinas Flower 
Show provides an opportunity 
to do Christmas shopping and 
enjoy exhibits of seasonal 
plaids. 

The show, which opened in 
Westminster on Friday, is 
strong on horticultural sun¬ 
dries. which range from orna¬ 
mental plant pots to dried 
flower arrangements, botani¬ 
cal prints and paintings. 

Among the exhibits of 
plants, Westfield Cacti of 
Kennfbrd, Devon, show a 
collection of Christmas and 
Crab cacti. (SchJumbergera) in 
a surprisingly wide range of 
flower colours, from the ubiq¬ 
uitous magenta to orange, 
pink and red shades. 

One of the most popular pot 
plants at Christmas time is the 
pomsetfia, with showy scarlet 
bracts. A collection of named 
cultrvars has been staged by 
Potash Nursery of Cow Green, 
Suffolk, including their best 
seller. “LikT with very deep 
green foliage. Another excel¬ 


lent cultivar is “Vmtmtar". 
For those looking for some¬ 
thing different there is 
“Marabel", with cream and 
pink bracts, and “Pink 
Dorothea". 

Dried flowers are being 
shown by Stourton House 
Garden of Stourton. Wiltshire, 
and include hydrangeas in 
which they specialise, plus 
mned bouquets of flowers and 
there are festive flower ar¬ 
rangements foam die RHS 
Flpral Arrangement 
Committee. 

There is also a welcome 
touch of spring at this show: a 
display of tulips, narcissus 
arid other bulbs from Jacques 
Amand of Stanmore. west 
London; Cameiias from 
Coghurst Nursery of Has¬ 
tings, East Sussex; and Helle¬ 
bores or Lenton Roses rubbing 
shoulders with miniature nar¬ 
cissus, from Avon Bulbs of 
Mid Lambrook, Somerset 

The show was in the new 
Horticultural Hafl, Greycoat 
Street Westminster. 


School news 


Mr Nigd Richardson. 45. deputy 
headmaster of The King's School. 
MacdesfiekL Cheshire, has been 
appointed headmaster of The 
PCrse School. Cambridge. 

Mr Richardson, a graduate of 
Trinity Hall. Cambridge, is author 
of several school textbooks. His 


wife Joy. a primary school inspec¬ 
tor. has written more than 50 
books forefaikiren. 

Mr Richardson takes over next 
September from Dr Martin Ste¬ 
phen who has been appointed 
High Master of Manchester 
Grammar School. 


Church news 

The Rt Rev Colin Scott. Suffragen 
of Hulme. diocese 
is to be Chairman of 
the Church of England Council for 
the Care of Orurches- He succeeds 
the Very Rev Christopher 
Campling. Dean of Ripon. 
Appointments 

The Rev Brian Adams. Vicar. 
Baltonsborough w Buildgh and 
West Bradley: to be also Rural 
Dean of Glastonbury (Bath and 
Wells}. 

The Rev Christine Aflsopp. Assis¬ 
tant Curate; Cavers ham St Peter. 
Reading: to be Team Minister. 
Harmanswater, Bracknell 
(Oxford). 

The Rev Tatty Baker, Vicar. Beck¬ 
enham Christ Church (Rochester): 
to be Vicar. Hove Bishop 
Harmington Memorial Church 
(Chichester). 

The Rev David Bowen. Priest-in- 
c ha rge. Lugwandine. Bartestree 
and Weston Beggaid: to be incum¬ 
bent, Lugwardine w Bartestree, 
Weston Beggard arid Donnmgtan 
(HaefoitiJ. 

The Rev Christopher Bowier. Cu¬ 
rate. Christ Church. Downend: to 
be Assistant Chaplain to the 
University of Bristol: Assistant 
Curate. St Paul’s. Clifton and w 
special responsibility for St Mich¬ 
ael -on-lhe-Mount Without 
(Bristol). 

The Rev James Botterworth. Team 
Rector, Bridgnorth Tteam Min¬ 
istry: to be Residentiary Canon at 
Hereford Cathedral (Hereford). 
The Rev Ian Brio-ley: to be 
Assistant Curate (NSM), Welling¬ 
ton (Bath and Wells). 

The Rev Robert Carter, Incum¬ 
bent. Biddulph St Lawrence: to be 
Vicar. Wolverhampton St Jude 
(Lichfield). 

The Rev Stephen Cherry, Chap¬ 
lain, Kings College. Cambridge 
(Ely): to be Rector. Loughborough. 
All Saints and Holy Trinity 
Reioester)- 

The Rev Elizabeth Cross, Curate, 
Glastonbury Abbey Five, Assistant 
Diocesan Director (rf Ordinands, 
and Dean of Women's Ministry 
(Bath and Wells): to be also 
Prebendary of Doltingoote. same 
diocese. 


Marriages 


Mr RA Collins 

and the Hon Kaftanne Hogg 

The marriage wok Pjf 

untoy in the Crypt Chapdoftte 

Palace of Westminster of Mr 

Richard Collins, son of Mr and 
Mm CA Collins, of Penarm. 
South Glamorgan, to foe Hon 
Katharine Hogg, youngest daugh¬ 
ter of Lord HailsftamofStMatyte- 

bone, KG. CH, and foe late Lady 
Hailshani and stepdaughter oi 
Lady Haflsham. of Putney. Canon 
Donald Gray officiated, assisted 
by the Rev Dr David Williamson. 

The bride, who was given in 
marriage by ter fetter, was at¬ 
tended by Katharine Koops. Do¬ 
mini Hogg. Thomas Neil Hogg. 
AHce Dawe and Miss Elizabeth 
Hoare. Mr Todd Aider was best 
man. 

A reception was held at foe 
House of Lords and the honey¬ 
moon will be spent in Prague. 

Mr J.E.C. Percy 

and foe Hon Zara Digby 
A service of blessing was hdd on 
Saturday in Sherborne Abbey. 

Dorset after the marriage on 
December 15 at Cheisea Register 
Office, of Mr James Percy, youn¬ 
ger son of the late Mr Harry Percy 
and of Mrs Percy, of Beetles. 
Suffolk, to the Hot Zara Digby. 
only daughter of Lord and Lady 
Digby. of Minteme. Dorset The 
Dean of Hereford and the Rev Eric 
Woods officiated. 

Mr N. WSEams 
ami Miss A Hesdtine 
The marriage took place on Sat¬ 
urday at St Lawrence’s, Marston 
St Lawrence, Northamptonshire, 
of Mr Nicholas Williams, son of 
die late Mr Owain Williams and of 
Mrs Betty W illiams , of Emsworth. 
Hampshire, to Miss Alexandra 
Hesdtine. daughter of Mr Michael 
Hesdtine. MP. and Mrs Hesdtine. 
ofThenfond House. Northampton¬ 
shire. The Rev Edward Turner 
officiated. The Rev Simon Crawley 
gave the address. 

The bride, who was given in 
marriage by her father, was at¬ 
tended by Cosima Cassd, Oayre 
and Marianne S leans. Guy 
Codman-Rogerc. Jack Ffefle and 
Johnny Fairfax. Mr Jonathan 
Column-Rogers was best man. 

A reception was hdd a: the 
bride's home and the honeymoon 
is being spent abroad. 

Mr NJ.F. McNulty 
and Miss AJ. Hoisbrn gfa-Porter 
The marriage took place on Sat¬ 
urday at St Mary's, Amersham. 
Buckinghamshire, of Mr Nicholas 
McNulty, son of Mr and Mrs John 
McNulty, of Merseyside, to Miss 
Anna Horsbrugh-Porter. daughter 
of Sir John and Lady Harebragh- 
Porter, of Amersham. The Rev 
Anthony Priddis and Father 
Dennot O’Gorman officiated. 

The bride was given in marriage 
by her father and Mr Thomas 
Solomon was best man. 

A reception was held at Pine- 
wood Studios. Iver. and the honey¬ 
moon will be spent in Vermont 


UaiKoant DA ATbon 
and Dt C.R. Adtroyd 
The marriage took plate on Sat¬ 
urday. in Ivybridge, of Lieutenant 
David A) bon and Dr dare 
Ackroyd. 

Mr J.E. Ffcfdier 
and Miss S.C* SspBOur p 
The marriage took plaee on Sat¬ 
urday. December IS, at St John’s 
Church, Bmemoor. between Mr 
James Fletcher and Miss Susanna 
Seymour. 

The bride, who was given away 
fay her father, was attended by 
Rose and Archie Seymour, 
Hamisft Barker. Katie EOiot, 
Alexander Faber, Jack Rocbe- 
Kavanagh. William Fletcher and 
Bruce and Alexandra Nichols. Mr 
Dominic Mattcrson and Mr An- - 
drew Hay dock were best men. |t, 

A reception was held at foe 
bride's home and the honeymoon 
is being spent abroad. 

Mr M J. Hoboes 

and Ms CL Scraby 
The marriage took place on Sat¬ 
urday, December IS. at Cambridge 
Register Office, of Mr Mare 
Holmes, son of Mr and Mrs 
Geoffrey Holmes, of Sale. Chesh¬ 
ire, to Ms Catherine Scroby, 
daughter of Ms Yvonne Angus, of 
Thompson, nearThetfard. 

Mr M R- Hughes 
and Ms H.M. Mahy 
The marriage took place in Reigate 
on December 17, 1993. between 
Mark Hughes and Helen Mahy. A 
reception was held at the couple’s 
home and the honeymoon will be at 
spent in Jordan in the new year. w.* 
MrP. Poiglase 
and Miss P. Gibson 
The marriage took place on Sat¬ 
urday at St Martin* Church. 
Kiliara. Sydney, between Mr Pat¬ 
rick Poiglase. elder son of Mr and 
Mrs Anthony Poiglase. of Mylor. 
Cornwall, ami Miss Penelope Gib¬ 
son. youngest daughter of tin late 
Judge Bill Gibson and of Mrs 
Gibson, of East JUndfidd. Sydney. 
Australia. 

Mr M.R. Vickers 
and Miss EJH. Roscoe 
The marriage took place on Sat¬ 
urday at Ripon Cathedral between 
Mr Mark Vickers, eider Son of Mr 
and Mrs Richard Vickers, of 
Seavington St Michael, Somerset, 
and Miss Emma Roscoe. elder 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Marshall 
Roscoe. of North Deightm. York- -g_ _ 
shire. Canon Vernon Thomas %> 
offidatetL assisted by the Dean of 
Ripon and foe. Right Rev Ralph 
Eramersan. 

The bride, who was given in 
marriage by her fetter, was at¬ 
tended by Miss Katie Roscoe. Miss 
Venetia Hargreave? r Afleo. 
Annabel Dent. Grorgina Brennan. 

Bdlby Forbes-Adam and Harry 
Towers. Captain Hers Vickers was 
best man. 

Araxption was held at foe borne 
of the bride and the honeymoon is 
being spent in India- 


University news 


Oxford 

Somerville College 
The following elections have 
been agreed: 

To a Bdlby Scholarship in Physics: 
Miss Joanna Kate Edmond, for¬ 
merly of Dean Close School. 
Cheltenham. Gtos. 
lb a Bdlby Scholarship in Phfios- 
opby and Mathematics: Miss 
Alexandra Ralph, formerly of St 
Aldan'S & St John Fishers VI Farm 
College. 

To a Coombs Exhibition in Biol¬ 
ogy. Miss Kate Jackson, forraeriy 
of South Hampstead High School, 
London. 

To a Nuffield Exhibition in Phys¬ 
ics: Miss Sharmi Biswas, fonnerty 
of Wakefield Girls' High School, 
West Yorkshire. 

Tb a Nuffidd Exhibition in Htyrio- 


togkal Sciences: Miss Joanna Vi¬ 
olet Moy. formerly of Chdmsfonl 
County High School for Girls. 
Essex. 

College prizes: 

Nicholson prize for Mathematics: 

Miss Alexandra Ralph; College 
Prize for Physics: Miss Joanna 
Kate Edmond; College Prize for 
Physiological Sciences: Miss Jo¬ 
anna Viola Moy, Miss Nicotete 
Lai Kay Tam. 

Westminster 

Honorary doctorates of laws have 
beat awarded to Baroness 
Chaika. Minister for Overseas 
Development, and Lord Calla¬ 
ghan. former prime minister. An 
honorary doctorate of science has 
beat awarded to Tan Gee Paw, V/ 
Prioripai of Ngee Ann Polytechnic, 
Singapore. 


TRADE: 071 481 1982 
PRIVATE: 071 481 4000 


TlteLonf has Imparled knowl¬ 
edge to mortab. Butty their 
use of dig marvels he may 
**ta jiralae. 
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PERSONAL COLUMN 


BIRTHS 


- On NmtnMr 
2nd. to Lacy {otr Ferrari and 
James. a son. George Wands 
HAMXNGHAH On 

December I am. to Tom tata 
MaOcworUvYounn) 

Michael, a son. Lake Charles. 


Clara. 

MONK - t«h December 1993 
in Brisbane to Unity and 
Peter, a gon Lachlan 
McnowoaH. a Brother for 
Hunter. 

SMALL - On 4ih Dmmoer. to 
NktMe in** Smee) and Gary, 
a son. wunam Rattcrty. al 
Nortbrtfae. California. USA. 

toft CHRISTENSEN - On 
Monday 13th December, al 
Bath mm Limed HoHMtoL 
to -taper and Christine, a 
named Harry, a brother to 
Victoria. 


DEATHS 


•AGNAU. - On December 
160) al Blandford Hooted. 
Charles Frederick Rex 
BagnaB CUE. In Ms 900i 
war. Dearly loved husband, 
lather and grandfather. 
Formerly Chief OroanfaKkm 
Otflccr at Ca m e r c at hni 
Central OOk». Fnneral at 
Durwolon Parish CSturdi at 
: 46 pm Wednesday 
December 22 nL Flowers to 
Cotta J. Cfcne. Btndftn, 
Porscr 

BENNETT - Mgr EtotH 
IDoreenl nte Met. born 2SOi 
November 1929. pgased 
away i Ith December 1993. 
aeteued w»e or ten. mother 

Of PtUHp. HvwanL 
jaraarane and bra Now at 
rest and remanttno rorover m 
our t houBhia. 

BCTTUEY - On December 
17th. peacsMly at 
Headbtnimc Worthy. 
Winches t er. Franos Ray 
BrtOey. TO.M.D.. FJLCP, 
denaa takBQhtt. aged '.8a. 
Oemsoon on Thonday 
3« December. Oetalb crotn 
Jno StwH ft Son. Oran 
Mow- WtadwsNr. 

Mephene 0962 0440 m. 
crows ■ On lam DeonWwr 
1993. Peacefully al home. 
Don* Myee ttonw* aoed 00 
of Roetsampion. London. 
Brtovrd woe or the late H. 

Cedric OBds and mucsupved 
mottwr of jdb. Tim and RKh- 
««. Treasured Omar and 
Onrt Cranny, naeral aer- 
vk» at Putney vato 


22 nd 

tanas/ (lowcm only. 


DEATHS 


ETTUBGBt- On 
ISih Proressor George 
Enunaer, aped 66. HBteand 
of Madettae. father or 
Anthony and JemL Fnneral 


December 2 1 st at 12.10pm. 
No flowers please by ramest. 
donations if desired to 
OxUm. “for the Cold (Tom 
appeal (or (be farmer 
Yugoslavia". e/o A.B. 
Walker & son Lid. so Eton 


NEXT - On December 1001 la 
hts steep at home, aged 9& 
Captain aw. 
1LN.X Loving a 
knrd hwtatid 
Margaret for 63 years and 


Cremation private. 


JACKSON On 17lfi 

December 1993. neaceftaity 
at Ms home in nadtaaroe. 
WOCdiln;. John PhOto tPtdD. 
Mmed husband of ftotdcta. 
Funeral Sendee on 

Wednesday 22nd December 
at RodOocmw Pnrtsh CJmrch 
al IS noon. Family (lm mfi 
only-Cnotnrlca to F.W. Jones 
6 Son. teL (02491 663525 

LLOYD - Eleanor Mary. On 
December 160) al Perttns 
Home. Malvern, aged 84 

FwMnl Smrloe al Si 
MatOdaa Omts. Matvcni 
link, on Tuesday December 
at 2-30 am. No Oowcra. 
Do n ations a dtotrad to a 
Charily of me donor's choice. 

■MKTM - On December lem 
1993 peacefully al home. 
Lady Nina MstpHiln. Wife 

of the u«e Sh-Erewn Martin. 
Deeply (tamed by her tovtns 
raraUy Charto. Lynne, 
OKrta and RtoftanL Private 
funeral s et s ky TtatMay 
23rd ta wn her PuniUnn . 
Dower and thaitkaarvtaa 
service o n aa i u In R Brain 
ft G Gamble ft Son oa 071 
583 7623. 

PHOUPS - Henry Mm 
wmiam. suddenly on 
Decem b er lem. lowed 
Husband ctf Carole-Aaae aM 
lather of Francesca and 
Alan, srandaaier to Dstey 
and C hri s to pher. Fantra! at 
Si Mary Abbots Gharcb. 
Kensington. iO.IS an 
Thumday December 23nL 


MICHAJIO- On 
16th 1993 af The RadcUfte 
ttaftmary Msstofte aged 07 
yean, daughter of toe late 
nd Mn H A 
of 


December 22nd at ro.asan 
al Onrord Cramataclom. No 
Oowero please 


DEATHS 


REID - On December 17Th. 
peaceteBy at borne In East 
BcrgbolL SoffoDc. Sir Robert 
Basil RefcL Cac. aoed 72 
yean, b el o v ed tamer of 
Jan et A Bob * Humana of 
me tsobet. «n*r a mtrttrd 


funeraL to which all ace wd 
wa be held at 
OwKh. 

IPawKJt. at 11.15am 
Tbureoav ONtnba 23rd. 
Cnsmoon wta Moow m the 
North Cbapd of toswKh Cre¬ 
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Sam Wanamaker. American 
actor, toractorand inspiration 
forme rebuilding of the Globe 
Theatre, died in London on 
December 18 aged 74. He was 
bora in Chicago on Jane 14 
1919. 

SAM WANAMAKER was the lead¬ 
ing force, for over 20 years, behind 
the crusade to build an authentic 
working replica of the Globe Theatre 
on its anginal site in South London. 

When, as a bright-eyed young 
American actor, he first visited 
England in 1949. he made straight for 
a certain spot in Southwark to see 
what was left of the old theatre. He 
was astonished to find that the 
world’s most famous playhouse had 
been reduced to a blackened plaque 
~ the gift of the Shakespeare 
Reading Society’s subscribers in 
Britain and India — which had been 
placed substantially off-target on the 
walls of a nearby brewery. 

ft was not until 1971 that Wanama¬ 
ker founded what became known as 
the Shakespeare Globe Trust and 
began actively fund-raising to re¬ 
build the 1599 auditorium near to its 
original site. In his time, he had to 
fight the Shakespeare scholars who 
dismissed the project as a Shake¬ 
spearian Disneyland: the hard-line 
lot wing Southwark Council, who 
saw it as an elitist conspiracy: and 
supporters of the Royal Shakespeare 
Company and the National Theatre, 
who feared losing out on audiences. 
But Wanamaker had the satisfaction 
of seeing construction well underway 
by the time of his death, and plans to 
open the theatre in spring next year 
oh target 

Wanamaker was already an estab¬ 
lished name to British and American 
theatre audiences when he took up 
the Globe project He had settled 
with his family in England in 1952. 
and proceeded to galvanise British 
theatre, films and 'even opera with 
something of his own abrasive but 
likable American vivacity. Wanama¬ 
ker was the man impresarios sent for 
whenever they felt a show needed 
that thrusting, spacious and hugely 
theatrical dynamism which is pecu¬ 
liar to Broadway at its best As both 
actor and director he lent authenticity 
to plays imported from America, and 


SAM WANAMAKER 


was later responsible for mounting 
productions of modern operas at 
Govern Garden and Sydney Opera 
House. 

He made an immediate impact 
with his London stage debut in 
Clifford Odets's Winter Journey 
(19521. in which Michael Redgrave 
and Googie Withers also appeared 
under his direction, in what was then 
a new departure for dassicalty- 
trained British actors into the realms 
of method acting. 

Tense, intelligent, chain-smoking 
and spitting out his lines. Wanama¬ 
ker played a restless egomaniac who 
rescues a drink-soaked actor from his 
destructive wife — “Lady." he shout¬ 
ed at her. “you ride him like a 
wooml". He had London queueing 
for months to hear him. His tactful 
production concealed the play's artifi¬ 
ciality. for Wanamaker was a master 
at wringing all the thrills out of a 
melodrama while so controlling the 
atmosphere that it never went over 
the top. He brought high tension 
again to Odets'S anti-Hollywood 
diatribe The Big Knife (1954). 

Wanamaker was also the right 
director to bring out. at the Royal 
Court in 1956 . everything harsh, 
gritty and pungent in an adaptation 
of Brecht’s The Threepenny Opera. 
Here again he demonstrated his 
command of humour, as he did in the 
most endearing of his performances, 
in N. Richard Nash’s sentimental 
comedy The Rainmaker (1956). Wan¬ 
amaker played a starry-eyed rogue 
whose romantic vocalising brought 
rain in a drought and who persuaded 
a neglected spinster that she was 
really a beauty. For years London 
was indebted to Wanamaker for 
bringing over other highly-flavoured 
slices of raw New York theatre. So 
too was Liverpool where, in 1957, he 
became artistic director of the New 
Shakespeare and staged productions ‘ 
of Tennessee Williams. Arthur Miller 
and William Inge. ' 

Bom in a Chicago ghetto, the 
second son of RussiaiWewish immi¬ 
grants, Samuel Watenmaker (the 
name was later smoothed down to 
Wanamaker) was forced as a child to 
fight his way out of school past Jew- 
baiters. He went to Drake University 
in Iowa, joined the city's Civic 
Repertory and rapidly established 
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himself as an actor, appearing on 
Broadway with Ingrid Bergman. 
During tile war he served in the 
Pacific with die US Marine Corps 
units who captured Jwo Jima in the 
Spring of 1945. 

Afterwards he returned to Broad¬ 
way. then a place of increasing self- 
censorship as Joseph McCarthy 
began to investigate allegedly un- 
American activities among entertain¬ 
ers. Wanamaker. whose politics had 
always been well left of centre though 
he lad never joined the Communist 
Party, left for London in 1952 to film 
Give Us This Day. a film considered 
too radical to be made in America. 
While there he found he had been 
subpoenaed fay the House Un-Ameri¬ 
can Activities Committee in his 
absence and decided to stay in 


Britain. But he never severed his 
connection with American theatre 
and television, and even appeared as 
Macbeth in Chicago in 1964. 

Although he was primarily a stage 
actor, he was seen in many popular 
films, including Those Magnificent 
Men in Their Flying Machines 
(1965). The Spy Who Came in From 
the Cold (1966) and Private Benja¬ 
min (1930). Subsequently he turned to 
directing films and television series, 
including such hits of the 1970s as 
Hawaii FiveO and Colombo. 

But he maintained his presence in 
the high arts and particularly en¬ 
joyed directing opera. His Covent 
Garden production of Michael 
Tippett's King Priam (1962) was both 
dramatic and impressive and. in 
1973. his interpretation of Prokofiev's 


GEORGE GEDDES 


War and Peace (1973) opened the new 
Sydney Opera House to warm 
reviews. 

Wanamaker’s devotion to Shake¬ 
speare began with a boyhood visit to 
a mock-up of the poet's Globe 
Theatre at the Chicago World Fair. 
As a drama student he worked in 
another replica at the Great Lakes 
festival in Cleveland. Ohio. Though 
he had neither the training nor foe 
voice for verse-speaking (his lago to 
Paul Robeson’s masterful 1959 Othel¬ 
lo at Stratford was disconcertingly 
naive — a slick gangster devoid of 
any plausible air of honesty), his 
enthusiasm for Shakespeare's work 
was always genuine and infectious. 

This was ail to the good consider¬ 
ing the determination he needed to 
push through with the building of the 
new Globe, a 24-sided polygon using 
Elizabethan materials and tech¬ 
niques, to be built opposite St Paul's 1 
Cathedral The 20.0 00 sq ft site was i 
also to include a modem 250-seat 
playhouse, the Inigo Jones, based on 
drawings by the Renaissance archi¬ 
tect. The project entailed a long legal 
battle with Southwark Council which 
cost Wanamaker all his considerable 
charm and entailed the curbing of a 
quick temper — never easy. 

Even with the Duke of Edinburgh 
as patron. Sir John Gielgud as 
president, and directors of the trust 
who included Dame Judi Dench. Sir 
Anthony Hopkins. Diana Rigg and 
Derek Jacobi, the plans took years to 
bear fruit. Work finally began in 
19S9. although at the time Wanama¬ 
ker had collected only G million of 
the £20 million required, fn June this 
year. Prince Edward unveiled the 
building’s first two bays. 

While aware of his reputation as a 
cranky American eccentric, Wana¬ 
maker’s extraordinary vision and 
optimism could yet endow the nation 
with a unique tool for the under¬ 
standing and appreciation of its 
greatest playwright. His reputation 
as tile creator of the new Globe will 
almost certainly endure far longer 
than his fame as a performer. In 1993 
he was appointed an honorary CBE 
for his work on the project 
He is survived by his wife Char¬ 
lotte, whom he married in 1940. and 
three daughters, one of whom is the 
actress Zoe Wanamaker. 


George Geddes. CBE. a 
former president of the 
Institution of Civ3 
Engineers, died in 
Glasgow on November 10 
aged SO. He was born in 
Berwickshire on Jnty 29, 
1913. 

GEORGE GEDDES made a 
a major contribution to the 
expansion of Babtie Shaw and 
Morton and its recognition as 
a leader among international 
consulting engineers. Having 
joined the firm in 1942 he 
became a partner in 1950 and 
was senior partner. 1975-78- 
He continued to serve as 
senior consultant. 1978-84. 

Geddes’s early work was on 
the design and supervision of 
construction works for reser¬ 
voirs, Clydeside wharves and 
industrial buildings. The firm 
made foil use of his expertise 
in the modernisation phase 
immediately after the Second 
World War. Shipyard work in 
Dundee and Merseyside fol¬ 
lowed. and the reconstruction 
of the Harland and Wolff 
complex in Belfast provided 
an opportunity to introduce 
innovative deigns for the 
construction of its massive dry 
dock. He was also responsible 
for the development of the oil 
base at Rtierhead. 

From 1945 Geddes became 
increasingly involved in 
projects for the North of 
Scotland Hydro-Electric 
Board. The AlIt-na-Lairige 
project in Argyll, with its post- 
stressed concrete dam (the 
first of its kind), rock tunnel, 
steel penstock and power sta¬ 
tion probably gave him the 
greatest satisfaction. Later he 
was responsible for the Back¬ 
water dam in Angus which 
was the first dam in Britain to 
incorporate a chemical cut-off 
through moraines. He was 
also the panel engineer under 
the Reservoirs (Safety Provi¬ 
sions) Act 1930 for the supervi¬ 
sion of the Kieider Dam which 
created the largest man-made 
lake in Britain. This was a 


fining accomplishment as his 
last project. 

George Geddes was 
brought up at the village of 
Cockbumspato by his grand¬ 
father. a builder, having lost 
his father, an architect, during 
the First World War and his 
mother in his infamy. From 
Dunbar Secondary School he 
earned a scholarship to Edin¬ 
burgh University, where he 
look a first class BSc in 1934. 
He then trained with the 
Edinburgh City Engineer. He 
subsequently gained a variety 
of experience with Sir William 
Arrol; F. A Macdonald and 
Partners, Glasgow consulting 
engineers; and ICI. A keen 
footballer, he played for Edin¬ 
burgh University and later for 
Queens Park, the amateur 
team, based on Hampden 
Park, which played in the 
professional league. 

He served as president of 
the Institution of Structural 
Engineers for the year 1971-72. 
In 1977 he was elected a vice- 
president of tite Institution of 
Civil .Engineers, serving as 
president for the year 1979-80. 

He was also twice president 
of the Institution of Engineers 
and Shipbuilders in Scotland, 
and served on toe council of 
the Scottish CBL 

He was appointed CBE in 
1978. Other honours included 
an honorary doctorate from 
Edinburgh University, fellow¬ 
ship of toe Royal Academy of 
Engineering and a visiting 
professorship at Strathclyde 
University. 

Geddes maintained a life¬ 
long love of the country, 
especially if there was a fish¬ 
ing river nearby. He enjoyed 
golf and curling, he walked 
energetically on the hills until 
a stroke in 1990 and managed 
to catch his last salmon, 
despite incapacity, seven 
weeks before his death. He 
was president of Queen's Park 
Football Club. 1965-88. 

He leaves his widow Mar¬ 
garet. a civil engineer son and 
a daughter. 
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Colonel Sir Andrew 
Martm.KCVO.OBE. IP, 
former lord lieutenant of 
Leicestershire, died on 
December 13 aged 79. He 
was born on April 23, 
19M. 

AS SECOND-in-command of 
the 5* Duke of Cornwall’s 
Light InfantTy (DCLI). Andy 
Martin was in the vanguard of 
43rd Division’s desperate 
night-time dash from Nijme¬ 
gen. 49 years ago, to relieve 
the beleaguered British para¬ 
troopers at Arnhem. In near¬ 
total darkness and dinting 
rain, the enemy Panzers mis¬ 
took them for Germans, which 
helped their advance to the 
tiny Dutch village of Driel. 
But there, their amphibious 
vehicles were bogged down. 

Arnhem lay some five miles 
to the east, on the far side of 
the river, the Neder Rijn. 




Frustrated, toe DCLI on toe 
south bank poured concentrat¬ 
ed fire across the river in 
support of their airborne com¬ 
patriots. But Arnhem's bridge 
was for them five miles too far. 
The battalion was later with¬ 
drawn with heavy casualties 
and Martin was mentioned in 
dispatches after tite action. 

He was then a 30-year-old 
major who had been commis¬ 
sioned out of Sandhurst ten 
years previously. He had 
spent toe first year of the war 
out of the country, as ADC to 
the governor-general of South 
Africa, returning to his own 
regiment, tire Oxfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire light In¬ 
fantry, after Dunkirk. Trans¬ 
ferred to the Royal Warwick- 
shires between 1942 and 1944, 
he had moved to the DCLI in 
July 1944 and served with 
than during the advance 
across northwestern Europe. 
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Robert Andrew St George 
Martin came from a family of 
soldiers and landowners who 
had settled in Leicestershire 
900 years ago. His father was 
killed at Ypres when Andrew 
was one year old and his uncle 
had acted in loco parentis. He 
was educated at Eton before 
going to Sandhurst. 

Martin had a succession of 
staff jobs after the war. first at 
the Southeast Asia Land 
Forces headquarters in Singa¬ 
pore, then as chief instructor 
at toe School of Military 
Administration 1949-50. Fol¬ 
lowing two years with toe 
Somerset light Infantry and 
two more at BAOR headquar¬ 
ters, he finally rejoined his old 
regiment toe Ox and Bucks. 

Promoted lieutenant-colonel 
in 1955, he was sent to Austra¬ 
lia for two years as military 
secretary to the Governor- 
General. then Field-Marshal 
Lord Slim — whom he greatly 
admired and with whom he 
formed a lasting friendship. 
He was given command Of toe 
Ox and Bucks on his return 
and took the regiment to 
Cyprus where if was heavily 
engaged in fighting Eoka ter¬ 
rorists. Martin who had a 
price placed cm his head had to 
be accompanied everywhere 
by armed guards. 

He was then to have the 
unsought distinction of being 
the last commanding officer of 
the Ox and Bucks and the first 
of the new 1st Battalion Royal 
Green Jackets, following 
Army reorganisation in the 
late 1950s. Promoted again, he 
went on to serve as brigade 
colonel at toe Green Jackets 
headquarters in Winchester 
before commanding the re¬ 
cruiting and liaison staff of 
Western Command 1962-65 — 
after which he took early 
retirement 

Martin left the Army with 
mixed feelings. He had been 
offered the brigadiers post he 
had always coveted, as direc¬ 
tor of Army physical educa¬ 
tion. Not only was he an 


enthusiastic sportsman (an ac¬ 
complished cricketer and 
hockey player) but the job 
would have entailed world¬ 
wide travel. The death of his 
unde in 1965. however, meant 
that he was required to run the 
family estate, so Andrew Mar¬ 
tin followed in the footsteps of 
his forefathers — back to 
Leicestershire and a life spent 
in the country. 

The pill was sweetened by a 
request from the torn Prime 
Minister Harold Wilson, for 
permission to put his name 
forward as lord lieutenant 
Martin promptly agreed and 
was sworn in on toe day he left 
the Army. He subsequently 
served in the post for 24 years, 
retiring in 1989 aged 75. He 
became an extremely active 
public figure, interesting him¬ 
self particularly in youth org¬ 
anisations. Honorary degrees 
were conferred by Leicester 
and Loughborough universi¬ 


ties in recognition of his work 
for them. He was created 
KCVO in 1988. 

At the same time, he re¬ 
tained his connexions with the 
Army, as president of the East 
Midlands Territorial Associ¬ 
ation and through his work 
for forces’ benevolent sodeties. 
Last year he also led veterans 
from the 5th battalion DCLI to 
place wreaths where their 
comrades had fallen around 
Driel. 

He rode every day and 
hunted with toe Quora three 
times a fortnight The Prince 
of Wales first hunted with the 
Quom when staying with the 
Martins on their estate near 
Loughborough. Martin also 
shot throughout his life. He 
was out with his gun at the 
weekend wben he caught a 
chill from which he died two 
days later. 

He is survived by his wife 
Peggy and by one son. 
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Professor Clifford 
Formston. Professor of 
Veterinary Surgery in the 
University of London. 

1943-74, died on 
November 22 aged 86. He 
was born on January 15. 

1907. 

IN 1991. at the age of 84, 
Professor Clifford Formston 
participated actively in the 
bicentennial celebrations of 
toe Royal Veterinary College. 
London. As student, teacher 
and clinician, he had been 
associated with that institu¬ 
tion for a third of its existence. 
He was generally regarded as 
the outstanding animal sur¬ 
geon of his generation and a 
pioneer of veterinary ophthal¬ 
mology. 

Coming from a modest 
farming background, 
Formston won a scholarship 
from the City Grammar 
School. Chester, to the Royal 
Veterinary College in 1924. 
There, as student and junior 
member of staff,, he was 
extremely lucky to have as 
colleagues several of toe most 
eminent veterinarians of this 
century. Sir John McFadyean 
(pathology and bacteriology). 
Sir Frederick Hobday and 
John George Wright (surgery 
and clinical practice) and Wil¬ 
liam Miller (animal husband¬ 
ry). There is no doubt that this 
professional propinquity ex¬ 
erted a powerful influence on 
his career development At toe 
same time, Formston *s natural 
attributes enabled him to 
thrive in this academic envi¬ 
ronment Fran his rural back¬ 
ground he had derived a 
fascination for. and a wide 
knowledge of, natural biologi¬ 
cal phenomena and he was toe 
keenest observer of animal — 
and human — behaviour. 

To "vet" implies toe conducr 
of a searching assessment of a 
situation; no one better exem¬ 
plified the practical applica¬ 
tion of this concept than 
Formston. His diagnostic abil¬ 
ity was astonishingly accurate 


and seemed to be largely 
intuitive. Titus, he did not 
over-burden laboratories with 
samples of tissues for diagnos¬ 
tic support but as was to be 
expected of one of 
McFadyean"s students, he was 
ever keen to investigate an 
-unusual case to a logical 
conclusion and he retained a 
dose affinity with patholog¬ 
ists. 

Formston gradually pro¬ 
gressed up toe academic lad¬ 
der at the Royal Veterinary 
College (which became a 
school of London University in 
1949); he was appointed pro¬ 
fessor of veterinary surgery in 
1943 and vice-principal in 
1963. 

As befits a surgeon, he was 
decisive, economical in words 
and actions and exceptionally 
neat To see him working at 
the operating table was a 
delight: there were no hesita¬ 
tions; every manoeuvre had a 
purpose and was deftly execut¬ 
ed; and his manipulation of 
living tissue was the essence of 
gentleness. Not surprisingly 
toe wounds he made healed 
well. His surgery had been 
learnt before the advent of 
penicillin and he was never 
profligate in the prescription 
of antibiotics. 

As head of surgery and 
obstetrics, he built up his 
department from humble be¬ 
ginnings to a place of interna¬ 
tional eminence in ophthal¬ 
mology. reproduction, 
orthopaedics, anaesthesia and 
radiology. It acquired a de¬ 
served reputation as a training 
ground for future academics 
and several of his former staff 
progressed to chairs in North 
America. 

Because of his vast experi¬ 
ence and clinical ability Clif¬ 
ford Formston was an 
excellent tutor but surprising¬ 
ly. he did not excel in toe 
lecture theatre. Most students 
regarded him as a hard task¬ 
master. mainly because he 
expected the highest stan¬ 
dards ctf human conduct, both 



professional and personal. 
Despite his rather austere 
relationship with students in 
toe clinic and his rigorous 
assessment of them in toe 
examination room, his co- 
examiners were amazed to 
discover that he would not 
acquiesce in toe failure of a 
student without toe most com¬ 
prehensive discussion of toe 
case. 

Off-duty, Formston was a 
convivial and delightful com¬ 
panion, the more so if he was 
entertaining friends to a meal 
which, after the death of his 
wife in 1979. he loved to 
prepare and serve himself. Tb 
such activities he devoted the 
same precision and meticu¬ 
lous attention to detail that 
marked his clinical work. He 
had a highly developed social 
conscience and was always 
ready to help toe needy and to 
counsel those who came to 
him for advice over personal 
problems. He was a staunch 
supporter of toe Veterinary 
Benevolent Rind and a promi¬ 
nent freemason. 

Clifford Formston was a 
man of high integrity who 
used his natural gifts in toe 
pursuit of excellence. He ad¬ 
vanced veterinary science and 
raised the status of toe veteri¬ 
nary profession. 

He is survived by a daugh¬ 
ter and a son. 
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“HAMLET'AS A NEWS 
“STORY” 

EXERCISES FOR ASPIRING 
REPORTERS 

A Reuter message from New York says that 
Dr. George B. Franklin, assoria te professor of 
English at the College of Business Admin¬ 
istration of Boston University, has invented a 
new way to study Shakespeare. He believes 
that Hamlet contains “human interest- 
stories covering almost all newspaper require 
moots, and he has directed students of 
journalism to write newspaper accounts 
(including headlines) of the events in Handel. 

Dr. Franklin learned dial 35 students in his 
Shakespeare dass were seeking Boston 
University degrees in journalism, and, in the 
manner of a news editor, distributed assign¬ 
ments.” King Hamlet has died suddenly and 
mysteriously.- he told one student " More 
than that, Claudius, the King's brother, is 
named King. Hamlet Junior is the rightful 
successor to the throne. Something has 
happened. Get the story." 

Some other assignments wens—“King 
Hamlet’S brother, who has been given (he 
Danish throne, marries his predecessor's 
wife, the Queen, Prince Hamlet disapproves. 
Get the story ’' 


ON THIS DAY 
December 201928 


It was suggested that would-be reporters 
looking for “human interesT stories might 
well try Hamlet; for example, how about 
Claudius's “inaugural address... especially 
where it concerns domestic and foreign 
affairs^ 

“ Write an account of the coronation of the 
new King. Cover his inaugural address 
carefully, especially where it concerns domes¬ 
tic and foreign affairs.” 

“ There are rumours of a war with Norway. 
Gei an exclusive sroiy." 

■* People are interested in the rumour that 
the late King'S ghost has been seat. Track thflT 
story to its source. People are always 
interested in ghost stories." 

“ Prince Hamlet is reported mad. There is a 
good stray there" 

“Here is a story for our society page. 
Hamlet and Ophelia, accepted lovers, are 


reported to be estranged. Love stories are 
always interesting, and where the persons 
concerned are of the nobility their interest is 
tremendous.” 

DAME ETHEL SMYTH IN BERLIN 

BERLIN, DEC. 19. 

Dame Ethd Smyth gave her jubilee concert 
at die HiDharmome Hall fen Berlin this 
evening, and met with a demonstrative 
appreciation from a large audience. 

The programme, consisting entirely of her 
works, opened with the overture to The 
Boatswain’s Mate, played by the Berlin 
Philharmonic Orchestra under Herr Bruno 
Waller. Dame Ethel Smyth herself, wearing 
her doctor’s gown of cream and red silk, 
conducted her Concerto for violin, horn, and 
orchestra. Herr Walter then conducted the 
Prelude to Act N- The Wreckers, and the love 
scenes from the same act. in which Mme. 
Pauty-Dreesen of die State Opera, sang the 
panofThuzsa. 

The composer, doe first woman to conduct 
either the Philharmonic Orchestra or the 
Kittri Choir, was recalled repeatedly to the 
platform, together with Herr Walter and foe 
soloists, and the audience crowded forward in 
the aisles, dapping, as is the wont of 
PWBaimgme audiences whm they are 
pleased 
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Reynolds IRA hint upsets No 10 

■ Albert Reynolds embarrassed the British Government by 
suggesting that it was ready to consider the future of hundreds 
of rRA prisoners held in British and Irish jails. The Irish Prime 
Minister warned of a fierce new security offensive if the IRA 
rejected toe call for peace. 

As Ulster continued to await a full response from the men of 
violence, the fragility of the peace process was underlined. The 
IRA set off a big bomb in Londonderry--Pages L2 

Operation Angel held up by police 

■ For almost two hours yesterday. Sally Becker sat in the 

headquarters of the civilian police in Eastern Mostar. 
effectively held hostage by the people she had come to save. She 
had not been told that there was a 24-hour notice requirement 
before she could enter the stricken city. Pages 1.8 


White forecast 

Much of Britain may have a 
white Christmas, weather fore¬ 
casters predicted, as storms 
brought flooding to parts of the 
country—.—-Page I 

Troops out plan 

Contingency plans for an eventu¬ 
al phased withdrawal of the ma¬ 
jority of poops from Northern 
Ireland have been drawn up 
by a special Cabinet working 
group chaired by Sir Patrick 
May hew, the Northern Ireland 
secretary-Page 2 

GCHQ talks 

John Major today will hold talks 
with trade unions about the 
GCHQ spy centre, raising the 
possibility of the restoration of 
union recognition.Page 2 

Drug report 

High-income earners from the 
upper and middle classes are the 
biggest users of illegal drugs in 
Britain today, according to the 
most detailed survey of drug us¬ 
age yet undertaken for the 
Government__Page 3 

Burglar killed 

A burglar in Newcastle upon 
Tyne who bad been chased by an 
irate householder, was killed 
when he tried to cross a busy 
road, not realising that his pursu¬ 
er had given up_Page 3 

Negligence delays 

A senior NHS consultant has crit¬ 
icised the delays in dealing with 
medical negligence cases, which 
in one case took It years to 
resolve...Page 7 


Shopping spree 

Shoppers are spending 10-20 per 
cent more in the run-up to Christ¬ 
mas than last year according to 
retailers.—Page 3 

Russian pact 

Russia's reformers, still reeling 
from their poor performance in 
the country's first parliamentary 
elections a week ago. launched an 
anti-Fascist front— Page 9 

Basic mistake 

The Government’s Bade to Basics 
programme rests on a false as¬ 
sumption that the British live by a 
code derived from the Ealing 
Comedies. Larry Siedentop, lec¬ 
turer in politics at Keble, Oxford, 
says in The Times essay ...Page 4 

Talks deadlock 

Israeli and Palestinian negotia¬ 
tors apparently failed to resolve 
the outstanding problems that 
have deadlocked their peace 
agreement, at two rounds of talks 
in Oslo---Page 11 

Tiger threatened 

India’s Project Tiger, which saved 
die animal from extinction in the 
wild, is being accused of inflating 
estimates of the big cat popula¬ 
tion and concealing renewed 
threats to its survival_Page 10 

Election struggle 

Strenuous behind-the-scenes 
efforts are being made by the 
South African government to per¬ 
suade the Zulu-based lnkatha 
Freedom Party to contest April’s 
election and break away from its 
right-wing allies_Page 10 


Kitchen door picture ‘worth £23,000’ 

■ An old master drawing found pinned on a kitchen door in a 
Birmingham council house is expected to sell for up to £23.000 
at a New York auction. It is a previously unknown work by 
Carlo Maratta. a 17th century Italian baroque artist The 
owner, an elderly man who does not have a bank account said 

the picture was bought by his father 50 years ago.Page 5 
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ACROSS 

I Handle crew Silver assembled 
before start of expedition foj. 

5 It’s party time, note —throw off all 
restraint 18). 

9 fays cashiers (10). 

10 Underwork! boss collecting 
money from pickpockets j4V 

11 Recalling eift in tfplit wrapping 
IS). 

12 Performing opwratiens to remove 
vans, perhaps? fbl. 

13 Teacher's inner longing (41 

15 At home in sheltered and comfort¬ 
able position (SI. 

IS Lin score lines for court official 

(5). 

19 Plant covering new arch (4}. 

21 Sign giving informaticri to one 
circling motorway ibl. 

23 Sole in a saucy case provided as a 
starter >S). 


HQCMWW 


The solution of 
Saturdays Prize Puzzle 
NoIMI7 will appear next 
Friday. The five winners 
will receive a bottle of 
Knocksodo. a superb 
Speysidc Single Mult 
Scotch whisky and a 
stationery rack 


25 Prize fruit Hi. 

26 Held under a new order without 
wanting f 10). 

27 Voting arrangements applied to 
disabled senior citizen in confine¬ 
ment 18). 

2S Move a Turner with backing to 

alternative gallery (6). 

DOWN 

2 ll is sard in impart confidence in 
the theatre (5j. 

3 A solitary retainer on an easxm 
vessel (9). 

4 Told off Head — and very'pleased 
about it [6i. 

5 Short of weight fighter has a late 
build-up (5.2. i.7). 

6 Disreputable fellows in low area 
adjoining the East End fS|. 

7 Sculptor cfboy embracing girl (9, 

$ Transfer pad in turn for this kind 

cf cricket (5J-'). 

14 Could be 7. the cheai (9). 

16 Conveyana.' in port secured by 1 
chain? Exactly! (9j. 

IT Reserved performance includes 
re-written Act L (Si. 

20 In fright slip under sheet at Iasi 
(D). 

22 First-class climbing requiring 
doctors for the feet (5). 

24 Unskilful writer is sent up in it 15). 

Times Two Crossword, (age 36 



An Israeli sotider is confronted by Palestinian women asking that he release a boy held for throwing stones in G aza city. Page 11 






TV battle: Granada directors are 
attacked for having little television 
experience in the defence document 
published by London Weekend 
Television, which is resisting a 
£620 million bid_Page 36 

Cheaper (til: Hie price of oil could 
fall to below $10 a barrel according 
to analysts of the International Pe¬ 
troleum Exchange. The price wOl 
rise only when the West comes out 
of recession--Page 34 

Jobs optimism: Employers are 
more optimistic about jobs. Man¬ 
power. the employment agency, 
says that the margin between com¬ 
panies expecting to lay off staff and 
those expecting to take on new 
people has narrowed-Page 33 


Football: Manchester United 
stayed on course for the Premier¬ 
ship title with a 3-1 home victory 
over Aston Villa, last season's run¬ 
ners-up. They are now 13 points 
ahead of Leeds__Page 19 

Golf: Larry Mize shot a six-under- 
par 65 to win the Johnnie Walker 
World Championship in Jamaica. 
His score of 266,18 under par, left 
him ten shots ahead of Fred Cou¬ 
ples. with Bernhard Langer third 
onZ77. -Page 19 

Ice skating: Katarina Witt finished 
second at the German champion¬ 
ships to keep alive her hopes of a 
return to Olympic competition in 
the new year. Simon Barnes 
reports-Page 26 


Blessed role: Being tentatively 
asked whether you’d consider be¬ 
coming a godparent is the wannest 
compliment short of a marriage 
proposal. Nicholas Coleridge on 
the duties, and costs, of the 

godparent-Page 12 

Dark attraction: Regardless of the 
price tag it may bear, there can be 
little in a woman's wardrobe more 
valuable than a simple black dress, 
says Iain R. Webb_Page 13 


Boy, an I happy: Girls’schools are 
unequivocally for girls and are 100 
per cent geared to looking after 
them. Hilary Fender on why girls 
like girls’ schools-Page 28 


Long may It reign: Phyllida 
Lloyd’s production of Gloriana for 
Opera North is a triumph which 
proves beyond any doubt that Ben¬ 
jamin Britton’s coronation opera is 
a great work.Page 29 

Battle of the broad cas ter s : After a 
contest between radio and tele¬ 
vision lasting almost five hours, 
which was broadcast on BBC2 and 
Radio 4 on Saturday night, it be¬ 
came dear that radio definitely has 
the better pictures_Page 29 

Boy Is bade Boy George may have 
been celebrated for his ability to 
wear a dress, but when it comes to 
playing live he can still turn it on, 
as his conceit at the Hammersmith 
Apollo showed__Page 30 


An unflattering centenary portrait ; 
of Mao Tse-Tung reveals him as a - 
tyrant and compulsive womaniser. 
nmewatch (BBC2, 9.30pm)Rage35 


Christmas cheer 

Whether the recovery is strong 
enough to withstand the knocks of 
next April's tax increases is the 
question Kenneth Clarke, the 
Chancellor, should be pondering 
over his mince pies.-- Ptigc 1$ : 

Time for a statesman 

Mr Arafat should prepare for ac¬ 
countable government, or reconsid¬ 
er his position as “president” of a - 
Palestine manqut .— Page 15 

Jules and Kevin 

Was it really to protect the French 
film industry thal President Mit¬ 
terrand's government took the 
world to the brink of a trade war. or 
was it that the chattering classes 
could not bear to hear of another 
girl named Sue-Ellen? Page 15 


WILLIAM REES-MOGG 

What would Hitler have made of it 
all? He has been compared to Vla¬ 
dimir Zhirinovsky in almost every 
newspaper in the world- Would he 
have been pleased that national¬ 
ism. anti-Semitism and aggression, 
have again been brought into pub¬ 
lic discussion? Or would he have 
rejected Mr Zhirinovsky as an 
imposter?..-Page 14 

PETER RIDDELL 

Tory MPs are becoming over-confi¬ 
dent. They have left the Commons 
smiling, talking of “turning points” . 
and the like But the mood at West¬ 
minster is not the same as opinion 
in the country. The Tories* troubles 
are far from over__PageM, 

MATTHEW PARRIS * 




The Bishop of 
Durham who 
shocked Christians by 
saying that the star of 
Bethlehem and the 
gifts of the Three Wise 
Men were myths 
Page I 


Melanie Douglas, 22, 
who gave birth to a 
girl while she was in a 
coma. Is now well 
enough to cuddle the 
baby she did not know 
she was expecting 
Page 3 


Dr Sheila Lawfor, 
deputy director of the 
Centre for Policy 
Studies, says that new 
plans for the national 
curriaihun do not go 
forenough 
Pages 
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Lockerbie compensation delay 

■ Five years ago tomorrow. Pan Am’S flight 103 
crashed at Lockerbie. Nigel Taylor asks why the 
victims’ families have yet to receive compensation 

Recognising the impossible 

■ “I have always kept in mind the precept that warns 
against trying to do things which are manifestly 
beyond our powers.” Bernard Levin on high finance 

Suspect momentum 

■ Lynda La Plante and Helen Mirren have teamed 
up again for Prime Suspect 3. But can they really 
maintain the momentum? 


Beside me on my desk lies a copy of 
the European Parliament's draft 
report DOC EN/PR/233233. from 
the Committee on Energy, Re¬ 
search and Technology. On The 
Proposal To Set Up A European 
Centre For Sightings Of Unidenti¬ 
fied Flying Objects. What can you 
say? Surely it’s a spoof?_Page 14 




Conflicting views on value of local 
government reform_Page 15 


The door to conciliation and per¬ 
suasion has been opened and slafo- 
ming it shut would be morally and 
politically indefensible — and that 
goes for the North’s protestants 
and the IRA The Sew York Times 


For the latest region by region fore¬ 
cast. 24 hours a day, dial 0891 500 

followed by the appropriate code. 
Outer London_ 701 

K«A£wrey .Sussex-702 

Dense*. Hants & IOW-70S 

Devon & Cornwall_ _ _704 

W8t3.GfcxjcsAvon.Soms—_____ 70S 

Berta J&jetaOxon---706 

8 eds.Herts&Essex-T07 

Norfolk. SuSoSr. Cambs ..._706 

West Mid & Slh Glam & Gwent_709 

ShropS.HerefcJs & Wore 3 - 710 

Central Mdbmda__ 711 

East Midlands_712 

Unc 5 & Humber si de..—- 713 

DyfodS Powys_ 714 

sgagg? --- m 

we S vafcs & Dates_ 717 

NE England-718 

CUmbna & Lake Dfstna_ 719 

SW Scotland_720 

W Centra! Scotland-721 

Ertin S RferLrHhian & Borders_722 

E Central Scotland__ 723 

- g 

Cotoness.Crtrnev a ShcCand_726 

N Ireland-_ 727 

WeathereaC a ehaiged al 36p per minute 
(cross rate) and 48p per msvrie at sB otter 
times. 


AAROADWATCH • ~ 

For the latest AA traffic and road¬ 
works information. 24 hours a day, 
dial 0336 40t followed by the 
appropriate code. 

London & SE traffic, ro edwort a 

Area wsfnn MZ5_ 731 

Easex>tefccteds,3usfc5/BeiietfDicon T32 

KertUSurrey.’Sussex.Tlarts....^.. 734 

MS London OrtWal only.. 736 

National traffic and roadwortoi 
Nxionai motorways-..737 

West Country... 738 

Wales.....—__ 739 

Midlands—_ 7qp 

EasSAngLa.. „...74t 

North-west&i^and...-..742 

No«th-east England... _... 743 

Sc o tl an d—__ 744 

Northern iretenj__ 745 

AA Roaewatch ,5 charged a! 36p per 
minute (cheap rate) and 48p per minute 

at a& oiher tones. 


A bright, cold and frosty start 

- in northern and eastern areas, 

with snow showers in northwest Scotland. Southwest Britain wet 
in the morning. Rain will spread to ail of England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland during the day, reaching southern Scotland in 
the evening and turning to snow in northern areas later. 
Southwest areas clearer and milder later, with showers. Outlook: 
rather cold and showery, then rain. Snow in northern areas. 
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Football legencTs hopes dashed 

Row over Pele 
sours draw 
for World Gup 

From Rob Hughes, football correspondent, in las vegas 


THE American entry into the 
world game of football began 
in sorrowful disarray here 
before the draw for the 1994 
World Cup could even begin 
last night Pel6. the greatest 
living footballer and the one 
man most Americans will 
admit they would recognise in 
soccer kit, said that his hopes 
of being part of the ceremony 
had been dashed. 

His own countryman. Dr 
Joao Havelange, the Brazilian 
who has ruled Fife as presi¬ 
dent for 20 years, had already 
implied that he would not 
shave Pete on stage in the 
‘ auditorium because Pete was 
in litigation with the Brazilian 
Football Federation. The pres¬ 
ident of that federation is 
Ricardo Teixeira, who is 
Havelange's son-in-law. 
Teixeira is suing Pete for 
claiming in the November 
issue of Playboy that the 
Brazilian federation acted cor¬ 
ruptly in turning down his bid 
of $5 million to buy the 
television rights for the Brazil¬ 
ian championship, and accept¬ 
ing a lesser bid. 

That trial continues but the 
trials for the international 
sport also continued apace 
here. First Havelange sat be¬ 
fore the media, a figure almost 
cast in stone, his mouth mov¬ 
ing but very little else emerg¬ 
ing by way either of emotion 
or sentiment 

Speaking in French. 
Havelange was asked four 
times whether Fete would be 
allowed to take part in the 
draw. He stonewalled. Never 
once did he bring himself to 
mention the name Pete. 

“Fife is an institution, and 
the World Cup belongs to it." 
the septuagenarian president 
said. “It is up to Fifa to make 
>. the choice of who is invited. 
There is no obligation. It is 
something reserved totally to 
the members of Fifa." 

Pressed, Havelange repeat¬ 
ed that it was “unimportant 
which people were invited". 
He said that the decision had 
been taken by the US 94 
organising committee and by 
the Fifa Executive Committee. 


This was later contradicted by 
members of the Fifa Executive 
who privately revealed that 
Havelange had refused all 
discussion, all mention of the 
name Pete at their meeting. 

“The presence or absence of 
one player changes in no way 
anything, and Fifa has the 
absolute right to decide," 
Havelange reasserted. And 
told that Alan Rothenberg. the 
chairman and chief-executive 
of the American organising 
body, would be very disap¬ 
pointed if Pete were absent 
Havelange retorted: “Mr 
Rothenberg wiD be very disap¬ 
pointed if we withdrew the 
World Cup. He has the World 
Cup. it is not thata derision on 
one person is going to change 


Andreas MfiUer scored one 
goal and set up two others as 
Germany beat a youthful 
United Stares team 34) at 
Stanford, California, cm Sat¬ 
urday. Moller scored with a 
first-half header, but the 
American team proved sur¬ 
prising^ resilient until the 
late in the second half r when 
they allowed Kuntz_ and 
Thou, the substi tute , goals in 
the last two minutes. 


anything." Havelange is 
wrong. According to a Harris 
Poll L3 per cent of Americans 
are aware of the World Clip in 
tbrir country. That represents 
30 million people, and they 
and a world audience expected 
to reach between 600 million 
and one trillion when the draw 
is finally shown in its recorded 
versions to nations winch did 
not take it live surety makes 
the World Cup draw ceremo¬ 
ny the property nor of an 
exclusive committee but of the 
world. Fifa, after all banks 
million upon million of dollars 
from sponsors and television 
based on this popularity. 

So. to the central figure to 
whom Havelange denies 
arknowledgmnent Pete, who 
from the moment his genius 
was sprung on the world as a 
17-year-old goalsoorer in the 


I s 



Havelange-reticent 


Pd& unwelcome 


1958 World Cup in Sweden, is 
now tire chief spokesperson for 
MasterCard, held his own 
press conference after that 
breakfast yesterday. “In 1975 
when I came to play for the 
New York Cosmos, ] said that 
my dream was for a World 
Cup here in America.” began 
Pete. “Pete, you are crazy, 
everybody told me._ well, here 
we are." 

You would have had to be in 
the room to appreciate foe 
■ warmth and emotion of the 
standing ovation from 1.500 
journalists. They hushed 
again when Pele continued: 
“This moment was very im¬ 
portant for me. I have nothing 
against Havelange or Fife. 
Havelange is my idol since 
1958, he encouraged me a lot 
But, he is the boss of Fife, he 
says who can come to the 
draw, and I have to accept ft if 
he says Pete cannot be an 
official pari. But I am part of 
the Fifa family, and I am 
going to be in the 
audienoe.” 

That audience numbered 
3J500 people, from dignitaries 
to hangers-on and Fete, three 
hours before joing them, had 
detailed his problems with the 
Brazilian federation and with 
the sorvin-law erf Havelange. 

“I am Brazilian. I have stood 
for 35 years for one tiling, that 
I dent accept corruption. Thai 
is the reason for my fight- the 
reason for my problem today, 
the reason I cannot be with 
you in the room where the 
draw is made." 

Finally he embraced Bobby 
Chariton, who had stood at 
the bade of the stage where he 
gave his press conference. And 
Pete asked one tiling, typical of 
the man. “Everybody knows 
me." he said. “I have my fife, 
and it doesn't change. 

"What wifl happen a few 
hours from now win faun my 
feelings, but 1 really hope that 
it is the beginning of my 
dream, the beginning for a 
wonderful World Cup and for 
America to become a recog¬ 
nised part of my game." He 
triggered with that statement 
the thought of his youth, the 
title of his autobiography': 
Pele: The Beaudful Came. 

□ The United States will 
launch a 12-ream professional 
league in the spring of 1995, 
Alan Rothenberg said yester¬ 
day. The league wifi run from 
April to September, although 
□ties and stadiums have stiB 
to be selected. 

Rothenberg presented a 
business plan for the league to 
Fife and was given their 
permission to go ahead. Fifa 
stipulated when the United 
States was awarded the World 
Cup that the professional 
league should be set up. 
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Cantona takes United to new heights 


Manchester United..„3 

Aston Villa_____1 


By Peter Ball 


MANCHESTER United 
were magnificent yesterday. 
With Eric Cantona rampant 
in a side playing football wfth 
passion to match their skin, 
they destroyed Aston VUIa 
and increased thor lead at the 
top of the FA Carling Premier¬ 
ship to 13 paints. 

With exactly half the pro¬ 
gramme gone, M a n c h ester 
United have amassed 52 
points. “Thai is better than 
you could hope for." their 
manager. Alex Ferguson, said 
afterwards. "1 thought the 
teamwould develop once they 
had won the League, bm the 
side's stature and the presence 
foal certain players tave now 
is even greater than ( expect¬ 
ed." 

With such a lead at Christ¬ 
mas. the question increasing¬ 
ly is not can anyone catch 
them, but what their winning 
margin will be and whether 
they will set a points record. 
“The only way anyone wfil 
can* them is if the rest get six 
pmms for a win and they 
dan? get any." Ron Atkinson, 
foe VUIa manager, said. 


Blackburn Rovers, United's 
next viators to CMd Trafford. 
on Boring Day, and Leeds 
United, who crane on New 
Year's Day. may have other 
ideas. But unless those two 
teams can halt United, it is 
hard to see who will end their 
unbeaten home ran. which 
stretches back 13 months. 

It was beyond VHia. 
United's closest challengers 
last season. Yesterday they 
arrived at Old Trafford with 
all the confidence of a team 
wfth only one away defeat all 
season, and dearly fired up 
far the-task. But United were 
equal to the challenge and for 
foe first 45 m in utes their 
performance was awe-inspir- 
rag. 

“Everyone was m such 
sparkling form in that first 
half that you couldn't say 
anyone stood out" Cantona 
said. "ft was the team that 
Sparkled This is the best team 
Pve played for." Cantona was 
too modest Even in such 
good co m p an y, he stood out 
scoring the firet two goals and 
orchestrating United's attacks 
with wit am f pr e cision. 

"Eric was ma g nificent un¬ 
believable,’ Ferg us on said. 
"Ron Atkinson has always 
played 44-2. but he changed 
afi Ins principles to man-mark 


Eric Cantona, and you can’t 
a greater acmlad e- than 


POor Earl Barrett, the man 
who drew the short straw, 
could do fittle but follow 
helplessly as C antona went 
wandering. When it mattered, 
he was in the penalty area. 
His first attempt on goaf, a 

w aring nwnf out off 

the post, but his next interven- 
firm was justly rewarded. 

Parker released Keane with 
a perfect chip which the 
I rishman past Atkin¬ 

son. driving the ball low 
across the goalmouth. Barrett 
and Teale it and 

Ca nton a arrived at the for 
post to send Unified in at the 
interval with a ancgoaHead, 
a poor reward lor a sensmion- 
al display. 

It was to Villa’s credit that 
in the second half they suc¬ 
ceeded in making a of. 
ft as United went off the- brat' 
With foe admirable Richard¬ 
son dri ving- forward persis¬ 
tently. they even hutted foal 
they might snatch an mitikety 
point 

But wife the arrival of 
Ri ggs United had the last 
word. Twice (he Welshman 
might have made the game 
safe in swift e n gnterattairfrc 
before Cantona finally <fid so. 


■ on to Bruotfs- 
through-ball, ' evading 
McGrath’S desperate tackle 
and beating Bosnkfc 
Forty seconds later United 
were three up as Hughes 
bustled past Teak andprovid- 
edlnce with fittiu greward for 
another dominant- midfield 
display- Cox’S later goal: was 
scam consolation for Villa, 
who trail United by 2L points.. 


IMNCtCSXBS tMTED P 

ScbmakM — P P«to, & Bwco, G 
Ptikm . O Into — P taoa,a Kwptf — A 
KonchohWs, E Cantona. *A Hqghas, E 
Stops Onto BGfcp. aOmfri}. 

ASTOfciVUA M-1-2-T-2V MBoanich—N 
CtR. P McGnfe. S Teak B Sm* — E 
BaroH —GPocket; K Bteha ibo ir — O. 
AWowo^-D Sauretos (ate ACtetey. 63).- 
G Whffingtyni ■ 

JWtwa*. 


si 

§ 
8 r 1 

Ti 

$ 

I: 

f4 

9 




McAIfistert lead, page JA 
Brady faces op, page 25 


Magnificent Mize wins world championship 


From John Hopkins 
OOLFCOttKSSPONtyeKV 
< IN MONTEGO BAY 

LARRY Mize played me of his 
best rounds to win the world 
championship at the Tiyall 
Club here in Jamaica yester¬ 
day. Mize, the 1987 United 
Stales Masters champion, ran 
away from the 23-man field 
and went round the par-71 
course in 65, his lowest round 
of the week, to finish at 18- 
under par to win by ten 
strokes. 

Mize was invited to appear 
in foe Johnnie WaDcer -spon* 
sored tournament only when 
Greg Norman withdrew. His 
** acceptance and subsequent 

* efforts earned him £369,127. 

by for his biggest payday. 

Colin Montgomerie bad 
trailed Mize by only three 
strokes after 54 botes and 
although it has been a won¬ 
derful year for the Scot, who 
finished No l in Europe, he 
could not produce a wonderful 
conclusion to it yesterday. He 
had a nightmare round. re~ 


; my worst 
nine holes erf the year.” be said 
of the five-over-par 40 he took 
to reach foe turn. "It's just a 
shame it had to come ai a time 
tike this." 

Montgomerie could do little 
right after he three-putted the 
3rd. where there was a two- 
stroke swing in Mize’S favour. 
There was another two-stroke 
swing on foe next when he 
missed a pun of less than two 
fee to record a bogey and 
Mize birdied his second hole 
in succession. The consolation 
for Montgomerie was that he 
won £87.248. 

It was left to Bernhard 
Langer. of Germany, to move 
Into third place, wifit a 69. and 
to Fred Couples to take second 
place. The 1992 US Masters 
champion had nine birdies 
and a double-bogey seven in a 
thrilling round of 64, foe best 
of the week. 

It was at the country dub at 
Brookline, outside Boston, in 
1988 that CUrtis Strange over¬ 
came Nick Faldo in a play-off 
for tbs United States Open. A 


year later. Strange successful¬ 
ly defended his tide. There¬ 
after, he fell into steep decline. 

For Faldo, however, foe 
defeat at Brookline was foe 
start of a run of form that 
brought him two US Masters 
titles and two Open Cham¬ 
pionships. 

Strange gained entry to dus 
tournament by winning the 
last qualifying event — Greg 
Norman's Holden Classic in 
Australia — and showing a 
welcome return to form. He 
finished at five under par here. 

“1 played all right." Strange, 
who is now 38, said. "I'm not 
jumping tip and down spfft- 


266: L MBS (US) 57. 66 . 63. 65 Z7K F 
Couples fU5t 71, 69. 72. 6 * 307: B 
Lamer (GerJ 71. 68 , €9. m 278: C 
M« O gTOfeKtor67.69.68.74.279-0 
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71. 72 
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72. J3 2M:5TorranceK3ffl73. ?«,&. 
7a 285: G Brand Jr (GS1 ^76.72,GT-.C 
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ting wooden nickels but Pm 
getting there." 

Once again, Faldo showed 
flashes of form. He can play 
well for half a round but not. 
seemingly, for aO 18 holes. He 
had a wretched outward half 
of 39 before mmmg home jn 
31. 

Before he had worked oat 
whai was wrong, he was 
prone to practising Ins swing 
using only one hand — his 
right He taught himself a lot 
declined to wear anything an 
his head as protection against 
foe sun and sprinkled powder 
on his hands every few holes 
to grip the dub better. 


73.74 12 . 68, t Jansen (US) 73. 78,70, 
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. He ended an unsuccessful 
defence of his tide with two 
birdies and an aggregate total 
of 28L three under par and a 
share of sixth place. 

In the Million Dollar Chall¬ 
enge in southern Africa two 
weeks ago. Ian Wbosnara 
finished 2J over par. 45 strokes 
behind the wixmer, Nkk Price. 
It was a salutary experience 
for foe littie Welshman, who 
promptly went and spent tune 
in Florida with David 
Leadbetter. foe golf coach, 
before coming to Jamaica. 

There was a slight improve¬ 
ment as a result. At Tryali. 
Wocsnam finished eight over 
par. a mere 26 strokes behind 
Mize. 

Woosnam passed the man¬ 
tle of last-man home to Peter 
Baker, his Ryder Cuppartner,. 
whose rounds of 78.79and 
76 totalled 23 over par. It was 
the sort of performance that 
did no good to Bakers reput- 
aticn as one of the most 
promising young players in 
the world. 

Yet bis cheery grin was still 


a feature of the week. 
it mipht have been better 
him u someone had wiped H 
off his face. 

Mize is leaner in both body 
and face than he was wharhe 
fluidly c h ipped into the hole 
from 40 yards at the second 
jrfay-off hole to wm at Augusta 
six years ago. But as ha gets 
(rider and tighter, he seems to 

be playing heeler. -_■ 

After working with David 
Leadbetter. he has 

r iter control of the 

is certainly longer now 
than be used to be. He 
captured two tournaments to 
the United States, this year— 
the first time he has donew— 
and only narrowly missed 
winning a place in the Aroeri- 
can Ryder Cup-team.- 
“HmhasgOtfobeoneofthe 
best rounds I have "ever 
played.- hesakL "I thaifc the 
other guys wiH k® roe if I 
don’t say that Jfdtfoebeafflifl 
right aod I had butterflies last 
night and before Iplayed. But, 
htqxftiBy. .they are flymg m 
foematkraaow’.'' 








" BILL SSI DESON, 
si-ma-OED. SUKFER. cfruro 
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20 SPORT 


O’Sullivan 


picks up 
where he 


left off 


From Phil Yates in Antwerp 


RONNIE O’Sullivan, who 
shook Stephen Hendry's dom¬ 
ination of professional snook¬ 
er to its roots when beating 
him 10-6 in the final of the 
United Kingdom champion¬ 
ship last month, looked on 
course to defeat the Scot again 
here in the European Open 
BnaJ yesterday. 

O'Sullivan, 18, failed to re¬ 
produce the form which had 
helped him lose only one of his 
previous 19 matches, yet. with 
Hendry also labouring, he 
was able to establish a 4-3 lead 
after the first session of the 
best-of-17 frame final. 

As at the United Kingdom 
championship, Hendry dis¬ 
played a more precise touch m 
his semi-final and it was 
generally felt that although 
O’Sullivan, who beat Jimmy 
White 6-3. was performing 
well, his impetuosity would be 
ruthlessly exploited by the 
world champion. 

Hendry, the compiler of an 
unprecedented five century 
breaks during a 9-3 win over 
John Parrott at the corres¬ 
ponding stage of the United 
Kingdom championship, 
again reserved his best for the 
Liverpudlian, on Saturday. 

A total clearance of 142. the 
highest break of the tourna¬ 
ment's televised phase, in the 
first frame set the panem. 
Hendry won the second on the 
black after requiring two 
snookers, and additional con¬ 
tributions of 52, 85, 64 and 54 
completed an impressive 
demonstration. 

Hendry has also made a 
habit of sustaining such a high 
standard when intensely moti¬ 
vated. The opportunity to cap¬ 
ture the solitary ranking event 
title to. elude him and, in so 
doing, re-establish an aura of 
superiority, was seen as an 
ample incentive. 

However, with incentives 
come pressure and during the 



O'Sullivan: confident 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL 
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S-jmeii 3 S Young (Pari-sidei 33 46 
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■Vrtft ^^jivTvjm \ E-r,ra B-uce'.i 3J 2'. 
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C' S-m-» rVtn,-ai. 22 C” Team. I .'rtitoa 
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Kiungj^i 1572? 4 North London T566 
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TRY LEAGUE <Cra*Xv. 5-7i< I f 
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standings i. Otlot 3 2 ' ^7( z. tirrf. 

l;*r^rr, 3»2 7 S.;>DtT.’jyi 554 
HAMPSHIRE CROSS COUNTRY 
LEAGUE i3.r. n,t5->r. Men ': 5 -ttsi : 
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TH E TIMES MONDAY DECEMBER 20 1993 

Crusaders 


opening session Hendry's 
shot selection was often ques¬ 
tionable. Even with his wealth 
of experience, he tried to force 
scoring opportunities when 
patient safety would a have 
been more prudent. 

O’Sullivan picked up where 
he had left off against White. 
Intermingling the odd sloppy 
• positional shot with fine recov¬ 
eries. he won the opening two 
frames on the back of breaks 
of 50, 63 and 34. The confi¬ 
dence he had revealed during 
two separate post semi-final 
interviews on Saturday was 
apparent 

Of his playing relationship 
with the game’s leading expo¬ 
nents. O’Sullivan had said: 
“I’m not frightened of them, 
they are scared of me." before 
predicting, with no hint of. 
arrogance, that he fully expect¬ 
ed to repeat his United King¬ 
dom championship victory. 

It was then that unforced 
errors began to creep into 
O’Sullivan's game. He missed 
a green, then the last red 
before a clearance to pink 
from Hendry for 1-2. 

The following two frames i 
signalled the only period of 
Hendry fluency in what was 
otherwise a patchy session. 
Runs of39.42 and 49 gave him 
the lead for the first time at 3-2. 

An insight into O'Sullivan's 
unshakable self-belief came 
before he met Hendry in the 
United Kingdom final when 
he described his changing 
attitude. 

“I was overawed when Ste¬ 
phen beat me (6-2| in the semi¬ 
finals of the Dubai Classic but 
I wont ever be again," 
O'Sullivan said. 

In the sixth frame. 
O’Sullivan was as good as his 
word. Hendry conceded with 
three reds remaining alter 
sitting out a break of 55. 

The closing frame of the 
afternoon illustrated Hendry’s 
growing frustration with both 
his own inability to flow as 
normal and with O’Sullivan's 
tangible advantage when it 
came to the run of the balls. 

Hendry took on and missed 
three extremely risky reds, the 
second of which allowed 
O’Sullivan in for a 37 break. 
The interval could not come 
quickly enough for Hendry, 
who was left requiring six of 
the remaining ten frames to 
arrest O'Sullivan’s recent 
march and collect a first prize 
of £27.000. 

SCORES: Sotuitlay: SemHknlB: S Hercfcy 
(Scon bl J ParraU (Engl 6-1. R CSviwar 
(Engi bl J White (Eng) S3 YBrtBrday: 
Final: O’SkJftvan leads S hencty. 4-3. 
Frame scobs lO'SUliwr first). 86-28.97-1. 
42-58. 8-81,14-73. 58-1. 89.31. 
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By Our Sports Staff 
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Dave Watson, of Bradford Northern, is caught trying to escape a pack of London Crusaders at Copthall stadium. Barnet yesterday 


Bargain buy Gregory holds master class 


Salford.26 

Hull.6 


By Christopher irvtne 


ALL his puckish irresistibility 
was condensed by Andy 
Gregory into a beguiling rug¬ 
by league master class that 
unhinged Hull in wonderful 
fashion yesterday and steered 
his new dub into the semi¬ 
finals of the Regal Trophy. 

A brace of tries, both initiat¬ 
ed and finished in a some¬ 
what untypical flourish by 
Gregoiy, coupled with a deft 
hand in another of the touch¬ 
downs. left Hull bemused 
after their very real 
pretentions before of winning 
not only this tie. but the 
competition itself. 

Not since he departed Wig¬ 
an 17 months ago has the 


former Great Britain scrum 
half exercised such influence. 
A season at Leeds was a year 
in the wilderness when tittle 
went right At 32, Salford's 
decision to give him a two- 
year contract seemed unduly 
influenced by sentiment 
Rarely, however, can Garry 
Jack their Australian player- 
coach, have collected such a 
bargain. 

Since joining them, Salford 
have put together a six-match 
winning run. It is not only the 
bewitching dummies. Utde 
chip kicks and raking down- 
field drives that have inspired 
his new teammates, but the 
sheer confidence and 
exhuberance of his perfor¬ 
mance around the scrum. 

Des Hasler, another 32- 
year-old, has done very much 
the same for Hull since his 
arrival in September. In re¬ 


newing an old rivalry, 
though, it was Gregory who 
dominated the former Austra¬ 
lian international. Only when 
Gregory left the field with 10 
minutes remaining, did 
Hasler find room for Hull's 

solitary try. 

Salford were out of sight at 
22-0 at balf-time with frustra¬ 
tion getting the better of then- 
opponents. 

The loss to the sin-bin of 
Wilson and Street, for swing¬ 
ing fists, cancelled out 
Fortier's 10-minute dismissal 
for flattening Nolan in a 
tackle after Gregory had 
opened up Hull on the left 
and supported Ford’s side¬ 
stepping run for his first try. 

Hull gave away two points 
rather than endure further 
pressure when Brown kicked 
the simplest of his three goals 
after Critchley had been head- 


tackled by Hasler. But they 
did not get off so lightly in the 
end. Gregory’s long pass 
primed an assault involving 
Brown, Ford and Fortier be¬ 
fore the Gregory popped up 
on the inside for tire score. 

The timing of Gregory’s 
pass to Williams was foe 
crucial element in foe try by 
Marsden, which Street greet¬ 
ed by punching the try scorer 
as he crossed foe line. 

This brought the unexpect¬ 
ed compensation of a further 
two points by Brown after he 

had fluffed the conversion- 

in the hail and driving rain. 
Salford’s adept handling em¬ 
barrassed Hull time and 
again. Their cover was bare 
and Forber broke through 
following a suberti charge by 
the loose forward Burgess, 
another to profit from the 
space and movement provid¬ 


ed by Gregory. Inevitably, in 
the atrocious conditions. Sal¬ 
ford could not sustain the 
levels of quality. Their second 
half defence was good 
enough, however, and the 
momentum that carried 
Tauro over in the 64 minute, 
capped a fine display. 

SCORERS: SflSorel: Trias: Gregory ( 2 ). 
Marsden. Forber, Tauro. Goals: Brown {3). 
Hufl: Try: Hasler. Goal: Eastwood 
SALFORD; Q Jack. J Grtfchtey. M EMuffl, P 
Wfcwns, P Ford: S Brown, A aegory (suo. 
S Btakatev. 89 mins): O Young (nub. 
Marsden 70; sub: R Webstar 57). M Lee. R 
Marsden, P Fqrtw, CTauro, A Burgess. 
HULL: R Gay. P Eastwood. R Noten, J 
Grant, G Notan (sub: R Daiby. 59 nMk J 
Or^ta. □ Hester A Jackean (sub-J Cassidy. 
53). M Dtaoa T Street D DM* R Wteon 
(sub Nolan. SO). J Sharp. 

Ratarw: R&ttti. 

□ Chorley Borough, the last 
of the three former profession¬ 
al dubs relegated last season 
to the new National Confer¬ 
ence League, went out of the 
Silk Cut losing S-3 in the 
second round to Askam. 


LONDON Crusaders scored 
two early tries against 
- Bradford Northern in the • 
Regal Trophy quarter-finals at 
foe Copthall stadium. Barnet, 
yesterday but Northern's first- 
division organisation eventu- fj, 
ally won through in a 22-10 
victory. 

Crusaders made a confident 
start, with Roskeli going over 
twice and Gallagher adding a , 
goal- Northern had to defend' 
for long periods but in the 
closing minutes of the first 
half, Newlove broke a tackle 
and crashed home for a by. 
which Fox converted. 

Although the second divi¬ 
sion side spent long periods in - 
Northern’s half after foe inter¬ 
val, they were unable to cross 
foe cry tine and were punished 
by foe counter-attack. New¬ 
love, Fairbank and Cordle jr 
scored tries, with two goals #/ 
from Fox. 

Castleford also overcome 
opposition from foe lower 
echelons when they humbled 
Carlisle Cumbrians 44-4. Al¬ 
though Castleford never 
reached top gear, they crossed 
for eight tries, including two 
from Steadman, foe full back. 

The turn of the year is 
usually Wigan’s cue tor the 
annual coming. Any vulnera¬ 
bility about foe champions 
this season has centred on the 
arrival of John Dorahy, die 
Australian, as coach but these 
doubts, as well as foe hopes of 
their rivals, receded with an 
ominously confident 27-10 win 
away to Warrington an. 
Saturday. C, 

For foe first time, Wigan 
encountered a form team. Yet 
they made worrying nonsense 
of the claims by Warrington, 
and others, to their various 
titles, the Regal Trophy 
among them. A 46-0 thrashing 
by Castleford in October 
called into question Dorahys 
judgment but this is already 
shaping up as a blip in yet 
another season of conquest 
Dorahy basked on Saturday 
in foe light of unquestionably 
his side’s best performance. 

Wigan have lost only three 
times under him yet on no 
occasion had quite achieved 
the level of outstanding for¬ 
ward pressure and back play 
that marked their display at 
Wilderspool. where Warring¬ 
ton were unbeaten. 

For once, the teasing kicking 
of Davies, who produced a 
superbly weighted ball for 
Myler to score, was not suffi¬ 
cient. Robinson, with two 
tries, was a deserved man of 
the match but the foundation 
of Wigan's victory was in foe 
work of foe props, Platt and 
Skerrett who scored a late by 
in addition to others by Ste¬ 
vens and Mather. ^ 










FOB THE RECORD 


E HiMtoy iFleel & CrooWwraj 27 26. 2. J 
Jack!»r> [AWershat, Famfare & Disineti 
27-32: 3. P Wilson (AVac-jw. Famfvwi a 
Ostncii 27 Sfl Team i SMfiampron C<iv 
S70X,. 2. AfctashoL Faro (lain 5 DtKni 70 
3. Royal Navy :itj Women (35n«xi i Z 
Hyde iHavanii 25.25 2 J Harop iHavarCi 
24 1 t\ 3 P Fcne (SlutiiJa^on Gwi; 
24 3$ Taaro. i. Hav-are ” 2 SiuLtm^cr 
Gn?cn rt a Ponwnouih JogQcn U 
THAMES H ft H SCHOOLS OLD BOVS' 
CROSS COUNTRY Wrot'oCen S - 
\ J P.i? 'DiAvj^yi 27—in 2'yx. Team- ?. 
Duiwrc^. 22i‘: Vffieran: ' H Aro-oi 
iChart■r+r^re' Veteran loam-: 

1W, ‘Aifi 


Leicester 68. Wymondharn Dad SI Ipswicn 
101. South Tyrwstae 66 Thatnaby 69. Old 
104 Souih Foroa 70 


CYCLING 


BOXING 


BADMINTON 


KUAtA LUMPUR World Grand Pn» 
Men's i.Tides' Sem^naL; J 
lltiiM 3 4 ea.1i htra*--» 'L— -o' n 
Ait. iirOj. i,‘ B Sale* Moj t7-"4 “E-r 
FnvM. 'uir-ir-r. r: »r>. -r.ss tm •$.* 
Women's ssnglea »u Zhajvns .nr---s' rr 
ton— f-Kjri : 1 a 

2jsi S.vjr: t: “an J-j*a 

•C-'inai 11-2 i:’ FraS' v c 

Owov- 311 ? 12 0 MtonsdoiiMos Krat 
r - •ju'-i.vn v.i 9 '.re: f = 

C.JSJ'- ’ .ind P Vjj-0". ;Itot : 1 ■'S r£- 
• > o Thcd puko ouw-os- r z a.-.z a 
-O-in. c:•>-: -.sr.3 

Ch-.n .l>nap ■>.!; 1£-’4 -a. 

; 5 w&men'a Ooutles. TMrfd pftico tfjf 
off. L S'j;i io j’-d-.r-i aridL Oiif- Z:r zf. 
G C.l-i .i^J J «Vr -+i: E" ■; :2 '2 :S V 
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WBA Junior Weftorwo^ht Champinstiip. 

J*> O.O'T iArj. ho'dcri tl E-je» Zarz ae 
Rt Tn, 
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wfjgtt: Charoptcnsrjp h-" ttC 

-■-JZCT, f <z*j, W vr. lAuv 
MANCHESTER: Vacam Sfflish FoaBwr- 
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W-iJCnc iCrr.-lmi « zy-\ Olitttr 
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TOME TRIALS: Manctiestor and Dtetrtct 
TTA 1 25 m*r>>' 1. G Butler (RT Haul. 5Gmn 
ifeec (evert recordl, 2, A Roberts (Crowe 
Ctancn Whceteni 57 55. 3. P Peace 
MMhinqiori Wheoierei 100- 11 . Team: 
Team Rap«»3 06 37 Orest CC (Etscn Z5 
rwoal 1. J King (Havortun Wh-iatarsi 
1 (W 05. 2. v Hear/ (Leo RQ 100 47. 3 . 3 
Gitas (Leo RQ 1 01 19 Women: S WriqN 
iCWmw CC)) 13 25 Tandem. A Evueli 
and A Erop^om (PoiytcchTwi 1 0 43 
Beiadss Whoatars iBadlcrt. 18 /ratal 1.1 

IA-o-J-loB lUWon ViJvra^. CCl £. A 

Hironr fT.;.jn Canbn-S>.’i J71.7 3. C 
£'.-»(* lArrt.iio RCi 47 24 WoBacetdl CC 
(AvrIk?. 11 4 iraici) I D M>".w 7,11 AaoH 
23 C TJ Wwlor /iG'-rJaai RT 1 :'3 7f. 3 J 
Cuict <CL-B!>-va N"jnis»5»e CC' 29 11 
BorderCA iPcadn,;.’Oriwrsi 1. PPanura 
.H.rJ-/>3i imd t! L'TC/MfO', CCi 24 04 2 B 
Gcrw»i -CC Wrijnoi C4 :* 3 R .iac*-'j?n 
.Seaong CC! 34 2-1 eomesbufy CC 
•Uruvn*'. 10 '-ele:' 1. H rr (T© 
MH 10 I ji 34 2. C H/.<n.*l iCeJai CCi 
.■^■22 3. 5 Ohun (Chi’flertM Couii’ursi 
2S 42 ChoacrGetd Spire RC ilOrwea 1 
R Kirr-n-jn (Goa- Vlnu.-lrn CO 21 : s 
1: L Honx- ilAjrte-.- 1 X 1 2: 4 T 3 R CA^it. 
(Bra.rj.-ni •yz 1 22 C r > 
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'eta! ! L Thtfnu,»jjii iCC Rorolarii 
X'. 2 f -1 n-lhl iH'ilr-. -W.TTI A aid CC r.it 
4Svr 3 D Aittfi r.VmnW-f, RCl ^ 2 10 
Cherry VoBoy RT (C-liIior L-O'-minsh re t’ 
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5C 37 R H.-flbv (VC Lrtswi J11JM7 3 A 
ricfor.- V-.if.i jOfin- 1 era* 
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Irt'OT 7 * 
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frarfy .VC C/rTVll .11 Ji4 thjwash 
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Sweden 5: SwAmtand 5 Cxch Rap 5. 
Franco 6 SwxMi 4 ; LHtuanla 4 Csocti ftop 
Id. France 1 England 1 . Croch Bap 5 
5*edcn 5. Swcmland 5 England 7, 
Utftoarnj 3 Sweden 14. Franca ? Swtoer- 
tanrtb Final atandlrgs 18 rj irtrco quaWy) 
l- England 7pls. 2. Franco 6 .3. Cmcti Rop 
f-. 4 . Swvdon 4 _ 5 _ Swuzort*»d 4 ; 6 
Lflhujnw 0 


ICE HOCKEY 


MOSCOW: bvostia Trophy: Group A: 
iJn*h<1 Stdoc 4 Norway 3. ftr-sta A I Cioch 
Repuco* 1. Group B-AjeuiB 2 Canada 2. 
Fiance j a-lnue 3, Sweden 4 Franco 2 
NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE (NHL} 
Friday rhh.idr^fiijCCluc.^2 (OH, Nr?* 
Jerc-/ 0 Ola-hr 1 2 .1 l.nifm.i 4 Waahnntnn 
1 Rn-.im 5 l-jmpa Bay 3 . MortrsD 8 
CA li-jt I T-jeno j Ia, Angara 1 C.ihpn 
r<VArtopnp 4 ion Swunlny- BuBata 2 Log 
A raj-ta 0 Dnlnwr « Nr Randan 4. NY 
IsLanA'ir. Tof^iTo 3. IV.KAngion II 
OH.HKIAry*. <n 3 a-fllas 2. Edlirarton .1 
.ti -Jov' 2. :?i Lour. 4 Crtgary j iMncdtiWB’ 

b f 

BRITISH LEAGUE- Piomiar cfivhlon. 
R'UiraproV.i e»'jvr-fr J Pgr, Frwy, 7. 
Bnnrpkvn b.-rnbi'n.u N.-4i»vaham P.iraiufa 
HI TVwtv H Mura/mld Hautt. 4 

Pi<ritvTrt.MiTfi Pimtr-. 5 Drirharn 9 
RrSl division Dunilnrs VAnrr- 7 Swindon 
Wildcol. 7 M. -ou.vt Bcaii 4 Par Joy Pa -In 
7. NMi'jn Knvra.r- Klrix. 151 ra? Voitov Luru 
.« waoli At; .'.I LWnrd C-ly SUs 4 


STONES BTTTER CHAMPtONSHV* 

Flrat dMnicxi 

Feattwretom 36 Lrtgh 0 

Faadwtstona: Trios: Repair 3. Gibson 2. 
Maloney. Gary H Pnce. Sbnpson Goals: 
Maloney. Poarwn An: 2.521 
Otdtiaro 11 Halifax 28 

Ohfliam: Tries: Abram. Janes Goal: 
Toppng drop port-. Crompton 
Hnffltor. Tries: Sotaisror S. Ba»toy. Haqen. 
Lad Goals'. Schuler 4 Att 4.Q0I 
Portponed; SlxflieW ■* SoBoid 

P W 0 L F A n 


(Nor) 102.4 (113 0 ). 5. J Somnen IFn) 96J3 
(103 5) Second heal abandoned because 
or darkness. 


SQUASH 


BOMBAY: (nwnwfloflar Chrttangs: Ftoat 
B Marlin (Aus) K S Sopuro (Fni 15-13.15- 
& 15-10. Hard place play-off: P fAarenafi 
i Eng) bl S Parke (Eng) 15-14 MS. 15-10. 


SWIMMING 


lYantotHwi-. 13 II 0 2 290 T35 22 

.i 2 io o ; 36? iw a> 


WW. M 9 2 3 306 230 20 

Slfeta;...... 14 9 J 4 236 205 \<i 


1 * 333 1G9 17 


FeaauSsss. N 7 i 6 308 3m 15 

KUn85 - 13 1 0 6 231 257 14 


mm. 

Leeds 
S4tonJ... 
SfiflxM.. 
OWwn.. . 


. '3 5 3 G 195 214 1? 

13 0 1 7 278 248 11 

- « s 0 j ;c m ro 

*3 4 l 19 248 345 9 

- 14 4 0 10 265 268 8 


Hull HR..14 1 0 10 228 388 
wanheta ... 13 3 D 10 >67 294 


NORDIC SKIING 


DAVOS, ftatnxtond. w«td Cup Cross 
Country. Mon tiOkm)- T. b Ilwftfo fNat) 


U«h ... _ 14 0 l 13 IM 3M! 

Second iMston 
Dmawt 22 Hun 

tttfdUd G Rod 

JtaddosIWd 4 Ww 

^•rrtw 29 ftim 

mutebnen 34 Bran 

Postawat Krrtitoy»Banow 
UnmuRonHUM 
STDW5 BUTEH CHAMBOS 
Hud KR 22. 


22 Hunsiet 
6 Rudutfe 
4 Wodncftw 
29 ftyedaietoA 
34 Bramipy 


3hnwi ,V&.'K 2 V l>«vj fTskirJ m 
.1 Tnra-iv MtJOLn <Cnwl .'ll r 4. V 
srannw ih.i. t Tib. S. j [r^mtCsm |Fni 


SKIING 


Wwlera >KJ roA-.i I. t Sc., /ror, CUl 
* = • • 2- ■' VWia'mr.i^* >>C at 

? '. J . 3. J Ws-Jrai 'Cirr./.i r i,»r c n iMyrrrn' 
rf 4 3S> Nrw Fwok CC fP^ATod. 'j s 
*■<-•••■» 1 E C.in-. :Fi.-r-..i i 5-1 j 
UfH* <VC Z: flrT-ir -.1 ,i: liy,,. j 


football 


■Acryijj, jidi, 


27 r. Slandngs. J. Onmov IWph. rnvui 

2. Mrvy.-n ,in,i tivtun up Hotay 
14»1C^JT>I ). TLvw.iy I 1| B -12niip 2. 
»I3SW I : 4.J M. 1 FinJmiJ 143 47. 4. 
r iin4'i 1 *3 Jb ^ Gcrnvmy | 1.44 .01 

acnSnes. l Nlto.'i, GOGpn.Swnft .11 
359 .1 H.y. .“toe Hfcanen iico-mj- I. E 
Vuribt ,Fw^r.i l**nn II 2, G 

il'i <r. 26 . . 1 , M i> Ccrti ni) 

4*i1 4 l Uimvi (Rossi. 54 3, 5 . h 
lAnroinov.i ii:.- Rcto linn 003fti«- 
Stardtajr, 1 BeVrasndn 

140 3 C'i Ci’il.i ISO 

BLED. SlffjfifM: Wald Cup ComMnod 
Ewrt f." '>jn rJtor. .>«jnliyi 1, fc 
Kii'.-i jictn Tfrin 2?f/xe 2 . A 

EV- .'lxikt iTta) , 1.119 :< N Snrtnnr in 
BW. 1 . 1 /* Hit ml [F»i 261,24. <j 
ri.v-rrti rw.-.-y-n (Hull . 7 10.. Ouwaftl 
rtnndlngE 1 L-eirtf livers. Lfcijd do 

3. HPviijiiltai 77 


SVViTZS^LANO 

f/jnpn 


j.a <-:v i'.i Z c. CL^jcorr -*iy- -7 7 

? ’» 2-r*.- ,1- 34 1 •; 4 A : - 

5 .-a.': 7 - -r.c ■■ 

7earn * - : u—.. gesr r. T \t 2 

Lm?. Frar-rr ■ i" zz 4 


Idle relate cn Friday 
P^DSLE'GM (NSURA77CE LEAGUE: 5«- 
Crt! dmsion. F Jiran .■> Hsr -nrr< Ure« 0 . 
« jti itart 2 Areii jn- . Ssoa; 1 ! 
7: ? ^vif^uSi *ia<- 5 Thrtdatson 

Zt’at ArVaridra t rr-.-.i-r. ^ 1 - t 

Z3 i>-V.- C-r i’ 

y'v-rr^'jr, T cv.2 V-y-T*- ’7 'o**:; 


HOCKEY 


RUGBYLEAGUE 


LELE. France European mdoor qujlify- 
mg nxmrnertl: L'lvur-Ai 4 yj.^.njrn .1 
mnrf : CaJC!' rr-rpiiW*- 4 C'tjiyt-’ t. 


FIXTURES 


!.*jnpn 53 ;.ysh rjr. 3 ’•? :2 

t$T2Arj aZ-r-o 5 iXX'-t h.! «cf jt j rmrky tc'c-A -• 
tCft-ivr ssO 153 ZZ'ZC ^ Mr -it-. 2 

.Sn.'-AMj; JBCiv J.^Dfn 1 

AX^rvC, £~ ;0>'2 Vi>: 2 '7‘V 

vt- -z- ■" ' a'cx. rvin* .'..‘rs X- -.x>r* rv.i* 

UfiiTcD STATES 

M-wmcfli J5 __ 175 josd varied r-jr. .£ ifi- 

IvJ'Xvi P*»<vy -f ;,*ot nxmri;#r ccvj-ii 

. • -C.VC- J ■ i^ncr ,jr*. ar* 


BOWLS 




TOUR MATCH- T-^,. 1T Tt 
ElEA ITJTER-CLL'B CHAMPtOrjSHiP 
rc'4^1 1 vrvj‘i'5 '(• L< - — 

•-." 1 ’•wjrrr'V-* V - xLS r '7'r: “I 
■t ,t<‘j-‘A »>4 Ati—,-< v 7T 

J Zf- rji. B--rini* W ■7o~tv ^'v- ' 

“rirt.i>i f.i (/,- c- 1 L 

••j--- i*-* '• -J C-tn-t-cv 

’ * ■ ttli-FTi i; 'A'A'iarr : : 
t* i‘fjwn , -vi- c .3 

i^r-L' ip-T-.-y. ; 

’■'•»’ • - r'r?;s t>: &*- Z‘7 ~Z- 


CCOUJM. Auvtraiui. CooLsn Oasa«; 
•Auaraia siir-f. sn Z j v 6F 
<•- ~ 2 . 271> E;--r f -• ” () j 


••■KT< V €» «? 73 rr, 230- ? rjL /.r.-jv,, 

” l" 7G r? a? jC'.-p/r-'- re. — 6L 
V'TArt; ?.:« 71. ?p 203 T -r -4 


C-i 72. j iev 7Z m r,- ci 2 se r. ( 
’’ Ui 'A 7: J ;Vxrt-Are 69 
” ~ ULmyitJ i'l rt p -jv.v 
‘h f. »• Tr. Cher SCOW. 285 »«T> -jrr 

jf®. r ^ 1.9 t: jc-pp-yn ; jsier 74 
• •T j Sur r. TZ 

t css •: v-.x*. »£ ■. r- -7 n r? 1 


FOOTBALL 
FA CdriinB Premtedhip 
QPR ir Ototaep 18 U> 

POWrjKS CENTRAL LEAGUE -ei F-rn 
O vWpn : ShUl ijM v 
(Swtwn iumispi. V Ti irvnRv W’.-.l S'-eTOV 
Pnrt van 

NEVILLE OVENBEN COMBWATON 
Fes: tflnowr U-htaii. IWi.-rd a a. 


RUGBY UNXJN 
Club maldi 

‘i-rtuirf. t- Uart..;i |." y,. 


REGAL TROPHY 
Quart cr-fmofo 

sianrd re hu« 9 

5affo»d' Tries. Cerijcr. 2 I urlt’i Ktiicrtfi 
'rt'Jv Goai'i. hnqn & 

Huff: Tiy. Hisit'r Goal brajuaxl Att. 

2Pf/7 

Ca&tfiaw 44 Cartrfn 4 

CastWonJ; Inca. Sunimnn ?. Antkman 
l*r. H»hi, i-"»vr i p, Sornirswi. inota 

Goto torttsrty;* - .. 

Carioto Try Mitotan M.?G2a 
LCinadcre 10 BraA.-nf 22 

London CrtiMdws- tftiYs R.»rt 7 On* 

Brodfcrrt NortKvn Tnm. 2 

Gra-Uii t-.mliyii Gofth: Fra 3 ah, | 

Saturday 

Worngtcm 10 VViQtm 27 

Wwim^On. Trr W-jsrt &c<®. Davta T 
Wcjjn Ines - ikt*rr <m; Kir-i-nt.. Malta 
iriirK Gnat. j d«.« gmi- 


VAL GAROENA. Itatr-Wold Cup Man's 
downh*. I P Ors.i.ti (Au3!na) 2min 04 14 
M. Z. D Maftrt (&se?) 2-04 55. 3 J-L 
Crotaw iFn 2U4«. 4 . R Boyrt uSani 
204 6JJ. Mr GN.tJoVi Of) 204 73 Brilteh: 
2? GBWI 20t4B 45 M Bril 7P6S5 
StancfingG laiior Nwj naca.) 1 . Grttotj 
M Fosiy ( L«h| «25. 3. M-Wa 
ine. a Boyd 100 5 WFraru 'Auanaj fie 

ALTA BACHA. toUv. Wwlfl Cup Mon's 
ffarrl Slalom 1 . 5 LuJsr iGaizzj 2rmi 
37 54rsic. 2, A Tontoa (1|) 2 38 55 3 C 
Unyrt fflu-jiu) 2 38 57,4. G Matin Aussiia 
F 0 . ftc ' M < Fl! 

HMmftiga: I Pi.'mrrj , n 4was. 2. Lfriv* 
19.. 1.Mmw 105 4 Aanwa IBB S.M-W 
10f< OvoraK IrxBvtdual TJantfinos 1 
A.vnnrjt J 3i 2. MaSrr IW. 3. Tomta 374 
4P«xaid Sit, 5 . J'jiangavjnrjr-r (Auwial 

ST ANTON, Austria wortd Cup- Wemon's 
dOwnWfl. f, A rtvvi (Airaiirt!. Am 1325 
VfC. 2, T ("ionfyrhj (Cusfia) 2 1y JL 3. F 
Kaw.T&B.i (Jap.to). 21941 . 4. k Pjc- 
(CWH 2.1*4 '.w* 5 V &XIKVM' (Auslrvll 
^19 5.1 Standmga: l Pace isQph. 2. 
•L1K 113 3 K JoiAignr IG/tl 11 ? 4 
S«*ww 30 5 . v iWfwufi fftoisi’ 

SJ*am 1 . v mortar i-VMU. iron 
. 2 **^ ? p I «£B; 3. K 

Awwvjn (Siwil 1 4fi 7i 4 R GoHSthl 
lAusdin) 1.41) OH. 5. M Pnspf^ -ugi 
1 49 10 Standings I. Ilttwjj C30pts “ 
5rtwrvtaf£C0:n.ili!1oa >4R 4 AVtaejitoi 
iAkuh) ( 34 , 5 , Andcmon lie OreraB 
jondinga: I. w.iertcr 54jp: 4 2 . mtng 1 
«0. J Lj;Hn«ete 46T. 4, U Miwr (Aa-j/o, ! 
■}p O Lonp^jnan, fin ?Vf NjIkhb 
C up rtandmgs 1 . AaJ«h O&llpls (irnn 
ISJ; ,70 ®- Z F.iV itue mi. 

IPKil. 3 Sanfjnjrtnrj i64fl ^ 1012.-4 
Gwmnn? 15-w (VTj. uui, : uonu* 1 S &5 

MD&i. iml 


ABERDEEN: Scorttan Wkitar CNarmiton- 
sWps: Men: 200m (reortyto: 1. R Hope 
rCey ol Dundee! iron SOBJsee. 2, J 
Biadtay iWngaito and Bearsdert 15097. 
3. P McQuad (urutud^.-di 1 5! 43.400m 
freestyle: 1. R Hope iOfy dt Dmdcei 3. mm 
53 09 secs 2. N Toa» iC-*y o! Gi5Qi») 
4.00 IS 3. B Drummond (-■Vumnden 4-324 

100 m Orare j s t rofce 1 I Edmond 
(Warrendert 1 4 63 2. M Lee iCay cl 
Oundee) 1 5 5a. 3 n Hud^toon (Aaeroeeni 
1578 100m oactetroke; 1 F Wa'Vot 
iWanonderi 5631. 2. J Huraer (Waircnder) 
S636 3 P Latimer (V/anenttor; 5839 
2DDm bt/nerffy-. ». P Lair-w r.%"xmxfc»1 
2-2-34 a. A BuefUMn i$l ihtx;| 24 50. 3. J 

Le>M/i fRcniiw, Cstacy 2 m 12 :2 4 * 50m 
frsastyto: 1 t/ftnqdve and Bnnraden 
1 34 6! 2. LYsrtcndcr I * 540 . 3. Ctv 3f 
Dtadno 1 37^S. Mtamcn: 2CCm freestyle: 

1. A Pendrch iCumbwuu'dl 32 68 . 2 K 
Burtm tf/ant&ani 2€ "v; j k mcia 
iSirtnQ) 2 6 86 400m froestyle: 1 A 
Pnnsrcfi i&tasetaiiij. 4 ; jera* 

( 1 Ataa^reteTrwteni 4 -jt 77, 3 <jL? 3 dcr 
(Stockcor Weiroi a 22 si room OreasF 
sorohe 1 k f-va/ranSer: 1 11 44 1 
wrtKh ;jjsci «5tsrd;: £. h E/n 
[Cumttomaadi ; UOi 3. a SneKWd 
i!AcTfjav» and Bcairdoni 1 ’3 17 room 
tudrstrcKfl- 1 J Ewirv- iRcrthTM Qwirtt 

1J09. 2 N Swpi 'Atm»iS«ni i 45^ 3 . P 
M=L«n (SWrgi 1 6 90 200 m butterfly; 1 
A McK.T, f>V.jrorr7«i| 2 Xt £3 (S«r:3h ! 
'•■tortf' 2. G IfiVSe* f5io:,icr Merc; , 
2 2i St 3 L McLaren f.VduentUjr, 223 31 { 
4 * 50m freestyle: t. Rrrfn?* Oswcf j 
I 50 53. ;• Brara-tan : 50 61 3 I 

SwnjJSOfiJ. 


table tennis 


5TSNHAGEN. Germany. Euroocan Outs 
cnaritotorra' Cup Somt-final. StartvOTm 
4 BFL Grin O.'y-ff Draritmi ? 
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RACING 
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Call 0891500123 
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Call 0891100 123 


FOOTBALL 


SKI JUMPING 


Scores from 
OPR v Chel^ra 


ENGEU3ERG, Swilroriand: world Cup- 
Firoi hear I. J AMrwn <ph) i <3 jpi, 7 5 
Ffi-flwL- iSrtHtfl mu (117'il. 3. B 
M|rtu-*>nn (N..«) 10?9 1 115 51.4 L Ciiiw 


Call 0839 555 562 ! 
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Chavez lands a stinging left hand but HoHigan keeps corning forward in his unsuccessful but spirited challenge for the world champion's titles In Puebla, Mexico 

Sensitive referee saves Holligan 


W hen Andy Holligan 
can bring himself to 
watch the video of 
his world light-wefterweight 
title challenge against Julio 
Cesar Chdvez, at Cuauhtemoc 
Stadium, in Puebla, Mexico, 
on Saturday, he will thank 
Arthur Mercante, the referee, 
for saving him from being 
seriously injured. 

No boxer likes to be prevent¬ 
ed from carrying on, but 
Holligan will see that 
Mercante* decision to ques¬ 
tion the advisibiiity of his 
continuing was a good one. 

Mercante realised dial 
Holligan was not going to be 
knocked down or disposed of 
easily and so, fearing him to 
be in danger of getting a 
systematic beating from Cha¬ 
vez. made his fears known to 
the British comer as diplomat¬ 
ically as possible and 
Holtigan’s trainer, Colin 
Mooricroft, decided to retire 
the challenger on his stool, his 
challenge for the World Box¬ 
ing Council and World Boxing 
Association tides, over. 

Mercante. having watched 
Holligan stumbling deeper 
>. and deeper into trouble as the 
r bout progressed, went over to 
the Englishman’s comer and 
told Chuck Bodak, his Ameri¬ 
can cuts man: “This cant go 
on. He's taking too much of a 


beating.” Bodak agreed: 
“Yeah, I agree with you. Its 
like being behind a country 
mile. WhafS the point of going 
ot?" When Moorcroft realised 
that Hofligan’s nose had been 
severely damaged and he 
could not breathe and was 
swallowing blood, be decided 
to take Mercante’s advice. 

It was just as well Mercante 
was in charge, for he Is the 
WBCs most experienced refer¬ 
ee, with 109 world tide bouts. 
Another referee might not 
have nudged Hoffigan’X cor¬ 
ner into making a decision, 
and Holfigazu who refused to 
bend before Cb&vez’S Mows, 
might have carried on into the 
later rounds and been serious¬ 
ly injured. Ch&vezcan pull out 
a knockout punch even at the 
end of a bout as Meldrick 
Taylor found, waking up in a 
hospital seme years aga 

Near tbe end of the fifth 
round, Holligan received a 
cluster of blows that sickened 
even Mercante. He could see 
that the two men were not in 
the same league. He said 
afterwards: "I could fed the 
power of those blows to the 
head. He was receiving an 
unusual amount of punish¬ 
ment around the head, thun¬ 
derous blows. Hell fed those 
for a couple of days. 

“I could see Julio was really 



Srikmnar Sen watches as brave 
liverpudlian stages spirited 
attempt to become world champion 


frying to knock him out and 
not succeeding. I thought JuHo 
did not have enough power to 
knock him out and there was a 
danger of Holligan receiving a 
beating if I allowed him to 
continue. If he had cook out 
for tbe sixth round, I would 
not have allowed the fight to 
go on beyond 60 seconds. 

“He was a brave, valiant 
warrior and can tabs it, but 
these are the sort who can get 
into trouble in later rounds. 
My ixnpresshm was that he 
was never in the fight and lost 
every round. I wanted to stop 
it in the fifth, but as it was 
dose to the end of the round, 1 
thought ! would let it go and 
then go over to his comer." 

Holligan, who said his nose 
had been damaged in training 
in Liverpool, and then in 
Sparring in Mexico City, be¬ 
lieved it had healed enough for 
him to go through with the 
bout He admitted that his 
tactics had been all wrong. He 
had said before the bout that 
he would meet Chfivez, the 
most complete boxer-fighter in 
the division, head on and he 


did. They stood head to head 
and punched it out for long 
periods. 

“I think what I did wrong 
was standing there in front of 
him when I should have come 
back out and not become a 
macho man,” Holligan said. 
He had thought, being a 
natural ligltt-wdterweight, he 
would be able to stand up to 
the blows of Chavez, who was 
simply an overblown super- 
feafoenveight. But he found 
that the much-vaunted left 
hook was too much for him 
and in the first round it 
knocked the breath out of him 
and a right hand checked him 
in his stride. 

“I've never been hit so hard 
to foe body before." he said. 
From foal moment Holligan 
was too busy shielding his ribs 
with bis elbows to throw 
effective punches. A right up¬ 
percut in the first round 
smashed tbe Mood vessels 
inside his nose. No matter how 
furiously Bodak worked with 
coagulants, after the first blow 
from the Mexican in each 
succeeding round, the bleed¬ 


ing always started up again. 
In the second and third rounds 
Holligan went after the cham¬ 
pion. The Mexican, glad that 
an opponent had not derided 
to rely on quick hands and 
quicker legs, backed away and 
drew Holligan on to his 
punches. 

While it was always feared 
that Holfigan’s strategy of 
punching it out with Cndvcz 
was the wrong one, it was 
surprising was that Holligan 
did not go down from the 
Mows he received in foe first 
three rounds. People were 
beginning to wonder if 
Holligan was about to prove 
everybody wrong. 

T be fourth round was 
dearly Holligan‘s. For 
the first time, he caught 
foe champion with solid 
punches and had Chavez 
backing away and slowing 
down and, at times, looking 
quite ordinary. It was strange 
to see him once frying to throw 
a right off the wrong foot; foe 
way tired boxers do. 

Hoihgan carried out the 
good work in the first part of 
the fifth round, getting the 
better of foe exchanges. Then 
as Holligan still pursued Ch&- 
vez. the champion lifted the 
pace as smoothly as one of his 
many expensive'ears can and 


Richardson Croft let down by his fielders 


calls for 
end of pitch 
doctoring 

RICHIE Richardson, the 
West Indies captain, yester¬ 
day called for foe Internation¬ 
al Cricket Council to take 
more control over the game 
“especially in the all-impor¬ 
tant matters of selecting um¬ 
pires and getting countries to 
give up making wickets to suit 
their bowlers." 

Richardson was speaking 
in Colombo shortly before his 
team left for home, having 
beaten Sri Lanka by six 
wickets in rain affected one- 
day international on 
Saturday. 

After Sri l -anka had made 
103 for five in their 23 overs. 
West Indies got home with 
five balls to spare after an 
explosive innings from Keith 
Arthmton. who scored 25 
from 19 balls. 

SRI LANKA ^ 


From Michael Henderson in fort Elizabeth 


IF ENGLAND A had fielded 
half decently yesterday they 
would have won this match 
with more than a day to spare. 
They will still win it, but the 
errors that Uttered the after¬ 
noon, when seven chances 
were missed, will remind 
them that cricket was never 
meant to be an easy game. 

In that respect it might he a 
blessing. They have dominat¬ 
ed their opponents so convinc¬ 
ingly on this tour, wi tb bat and 
ball, dial the honest resistance 
of Baptiste and Botha, who 
have so for added 101 for 
Eastern Province’s fifth wick¬ 
et has not come a moment too 
soon. 

At 185 for four. Eastern 
Province must score another 
190 to make England bat 
again, which is unlikely if foe 
resident pair are parted quick¬ 
ly this morning. Their first 
innings was a craven display 
from which one can exempt 
Grant Morgan, the wick et¬ 
keeper, who made a spirited 


TTl r IWSBIH u o. 

P A da S8va c Amfirosa b gmmore -• -J* 

"A Rarefta'Vge c Adams h Simons. 

R Kidpege not ow . . ** 

RKAjHtfamaiwlau --:2 

Exlraslnbl. w5.to5. bl) . • ■■■J£ 

Total (5 uricts, 23 0VW3)- 

D Samaraweara, 0 Uyanage. 0 Anurawn, P 

WUremasinebedUwlhal 

FALLOF WICKETS 1-2.2-14.1-25.4-49.5- 

82. 

BOWLING: Ambrose 

£4-3; Rjr**rai 4-0-21-0. Cummins 4-0-15- 
0 ; ammow 50-25-2. 

WEST woes 

DL Haynes cJayasmyaDAnuraan — 23 

BCLarabJawsunya . •. 

■R 0 Rchardson c Sanafflwcera b 

jayaswiyB.- . *5 

C L Hooper n*i out.. ..:* 

p V Simmons notoui - - . 

KTArtMawnncaotf. f; 

Efiras inb i, u 5, w 4).- . iJs 

Toss!{*wtts.22.1 -STk M 

A C fcunmns. « fJLJ 

Benptnn, CEL Ambrose and C A wajsn 
i±d not (Hi ... , 

FALL OF WICKETS. tff-Jrui' 

BOWLING: Wtehernoanghe 4 
oyarega 3-146-0. Amnjro W* '■ 
A Jayasunya 50-28-2. 



Crawley: fine display 


unbeaten 60 on his first-class 
debut. 

Cricketers have deputised 
for many reasons, but few as 
peculiar as Morgan's. Lulma 
MasOcazana, who should have 
played, was being circum¬ 
cised, a tribal rite of passage in 
these parts. 

Croft took five for 41 in 
Eastern Province’s calamitous 
first innings and he quickly 
claimed another when they 
followed on. Had the dose 
fielders been more alert he 
might easily have run through 
tbe order again. 

His disappointment was 
threefold. Before he was out, 
top-edging a ghastly sweep to 
square leg. Aram was missed 
by Crawley at slip. Botha was 
dropped before he had scored, 
by Lathweil at short leg. and 
on two by Wells at siQy point 

Botha was spared again on 
34 by Rhodes, who had earlier 
missed Arran. Neither chance 
was easy but he has taken 
similar catches in the post. 


ENGLAND A: Find WiingB 
M N Lattice! c F*3p?i b Baptiste — — 5 

-H Monts e Hidden Shaw-73 

J P Crawley c and b Lyte -266 

APWafeclytebHti** -136 

M B Loje c and b Shaw....*-- 7 

tSJ Rhodes not out-— -» 

Extras (b 9, to 11, w 7. nifl) . — 38 

ToMpwtactecJ .. see 

RO B Craft. D G Cock. U J UcCaguH. 
u C too end P M Such dd ru 
bat 

FALL OF TUCKETS: 1-24, 2-177. 3-438, 
4-473.53® 

Bowfctt Lyto 28*4401-1; BagBsS 2S-7- 
60-1. ftw 203-04-0, HucHe 48-10-159-1, 
Stw 3084 35-3 

EASTBW PROVINCE FWhnTOS 

P G A(Wi c Crowley ban —--20 

MC Venter tow b Cork...31 

A Botha tow b Cork _7 

L J Ko« U Rhodes b Cron--20 

SPopBCWeto b Croft .. 3 

-EAEBapttetettwbCok-1 

TGShao tow b Croft_—. 4 

tG Morgan not out_60 


Moms, at short extra-cover, 
grassed Pope's prod and 
Crawley exiled himself to mid- 
on. foe outfielders Gulag, 
after he foiled to hold 
Baptiste's edge at slip. 

Baptiste was seven at foe 
time; he now has 58. Botha, 
after almost four hours teth¬ 
ered to the crease, reached his 
half-century from the last ban 
of foe day. Watching him bat 
is rather like hearing P.W. 
Botha speak — it is strictly for 
initiates and the habit does not 
come easily. 

McCague has got some 
useful practice here, though 
the slow pitch has given him. 
no assistance. Cork has bear 
foe best of the quicker 
bowlers, taking three wickets 
in the first innings and two 
more yesterday before he con¬ 
ceded a run. 

Life is never doll when Cork 
is bowling. Every time he 
beats the bat, or watches a 
desperate batsman jab the ball 
away before it beats his de- 


A Huckto b McCague_5 

RUtobCroft--11 

6 hm c Lsthnea b Craft . .-_0 

Extras (b 1. to 13, w i. nb 15)-.JO 

Tb® —__192 

FALL OF VWCKET5:1-58.2-70.3-78,4-89. 
5-ltn, MOT. 7407,3-125, &-17B 
BOWUN& Such 7-1-03-0 McCague 94- 
32-1; Dm 12-3-35-1; Cork 16-3-47-3: Croft 
164H1-5. 

Second terwigs 

MCVertneifcwbCak __ 10 

PGAmmcfcflb Croft-23 

A Sofia not ou —52 

LJKoen c Rhodes oCorfc.-~.- 0 

S Pope cffiodeBb McCague -—-.31 

a £ A E Baptiste not ou___..... 58 

Ettas lbs, »a "b 4). n 

T0tat{4wWaJ---;-IBS 

G Morgan, T G Shaw, A Hudde, R Lyte and 
G Roe tobst 

FALL OF WICKETS' 1 -34,2-36. 3-36. 4-84 
BOWLING McCague 18-7-384; Do016-4- 
38-0. Craft 160-34-1. GxK 134*31-2, Such 
16-3-41-0. 

Umpires: R Homan end fi Hotte. 


fence, he throws up his hands 
like a pantomime dame who 
has just caught Cinderella in 
the broom cupboard with a 
footman. 

Whatever happens today 
this match belongs to Crawley 
whose magnificent 286 is the 
highest score ever made on 
this ground — Hutton made 
202 here for MCC in 1938 — 
and the sixth highest in the 
history of South African 
cricket 

The quality of bowling was 
not high, but neither could h 
have been at Benoni in 194S-49 
when Compton made his fam¬ 
ous 300 in three hours — one 
of the five higher innings than 
Crawley'S. 

In Crawley's defence it 
should be noted that the ball 
has not come on here, as 
strokamakers prefer, there are 
vagaries of bounce azsd it has 
tamed. Fra* a 22-year-old (al- 
beft an older man in brain and 
demeanour) it was a prodi¬ 
gious achievement. 


pulled away. A duster of 
blows landed on Holligan‘S 
face from every angle. He was 
saved from taking any more 
by the bdl. 

From outside foe ring, he 
did not seem to be in any more 
distress than one would expect 
a boxer to be in bran time to 
time in a bout But dearly 
Mercante had seen more and 
had decided to take tbe matter 
to.Holligan *s corner. 

The Liverpudlian, or as Don 
King called him later. “The 
Liverpod” acquitted himself 
with pride and courage. It is a 
pity that be had just a week’s 
notice to make up his mind 
about taking the contest As a 
result he was not able to 
prepare as much as would 
have been advisable. 

Cleariy he wifi never be able 
to beat the man who has 
always been his hero, but an 1 
easier version of foe title could i 
be within his reach. Ch&vez | 
has 25 of the best cars money 
can buy. Each represents a 
world title bout Now he will 
buy a Rolls Rpyce. There can 
be no higher tribute to an 
opponent he found “very 
strong, courageous and a 
gentleman". 

Holligan will rest and re¬ 
turn to the ring on the Nigel 
Benn-Heniy Wharton bill at 
Earls Court on February 26. 

Young puts 
error of 
judgment 
behind him 

AFTER being responsible for 
the running out of Ken Ruth¬ 
erford, his captain, Brian 
Young, the opening batsman, 
scored 74 from 116 balls on 
Saturday to to lead New 
Zealand to a four-wicket vic¬ 
tory over South Africa in a 
World Series Cup match at 
Hobart 

South Africa were limited to 
147 for seven in their SO overs. 

SOUTH AF«CA 

A C Hudsoi c Bbln b Pringle-8 

GWretaieYoii»bPn«te-7 

"KCMtassebc Ban b Linen-is 

W J Cronjae Matrtwn b Lssen --18 

DJCu&rtancBbnb Thomson..8 . 

0 J CaBaghan b Pringle--__25 

tOJRKfaftfconnotout-38 r 

PLSwnaweHalnbCwnG__8 

R P Snell not oul__13 

Extras {to 4, w 3}- 7 

T<M (7 wkB, SOnera)-1«7 

C R Matthews and FdB Vitas did not bat 
FALL OF WICKETS. 1 1-15,2-22. S6ft 4-53. 
5«L 6-101,7-110. 

BOWLING 1 Pnngto 10-1-2*3; Morrison 8-1- 
33A Larsen ft-5-124: Patel 10S-2SA 
Thomson G4-1&-1; Calms r-O-27-1. 


Skippers say jury 

decision is unfair 

LEADING skippers in the Whitbread Round foe World 
yacht race continued to criticise the international jury’ 
yesterday as the five-man committee wrestled with foe 
question of what is fair when life is at risk {Barry Pickthali 
writes). Lawrie Smith, on tbe leading yacht, Intrum Jusfitia, 
and other skippers are still awaiting a response from the 
jury after fil ing requests on Saturday fora re-hearing of the 
affair. 

Last week Mated Leeman, chairman of foe independent 
jury announced that Winston, foe United States yacht, 
should be devoted from fifth to second place for the time her 
crew lost going back towards Brooksfield. the stricken 
Italian entry. The problem for the rest of the Whitbread 60 
fleet is that the 21 b-hour allowance brought Winston up to 
within one minute of the finish time of Smith's vacht arid 
took no account of tbe fact that tbe American entry was 
trailing by.250 mites at the time. 

English pair second 

BADMINTON: GiU Clark and Nick Ponting ended their 
world circuit partnership with a defeat but also with honour 
and second place in the world grand prix finals on Saturday, 
then saw Indonesia win four of the five tides in Kuala 
Lumpur yesterday {Richard Eaton writes). The only 
championship to go elsewhere was the mixed doubles in 
which the world champions, Thomas Lund, of Denmark, 
and Canine Bengtssoa of Sweden, overcame the world 
bronze medal winners from England 15-9,15-7. The result 
wifi not affect Pouring's decision to play with Joanne Wright 
in 1994. leaving Clark to partner Chris Hunt 
Joko Supriamo. the world champion, defeated Heryanto 
Arbi, foe AHrEngland men’s champion, in the singles final, 
H-15,15-2,15-1, and there was a record fourth world grand 
prix women’s title for Susi Susan ti. the world Olympic and 
All-England champion, who beat Ye Zhaoying, of China. 11- 
3^ 12-9. 

Wright gets it right 

CYCLING: Sue Wright tbe best all-round time-trialist in 
Britain last year, made a winning return to competition 
yesterday less than two months after giving birth to her first 
child. Catherine (Peter Bryan write& Sbe won tbe Crest CC 
25 miles, in gale-force conditions, near Quendon. Essex, in 
lhr Bmin 25sec. A headwind finish cm the fast eight mites 
brought some riders almost to a standstill. Wright readied 
the 12^-mile halfway point in 28min45sec but the return run 
Into the strong wind occupied 44min 40sec. She is now 
enthusiastic to have a frill season in competition in 1994. 

McKenzie takes title 

BOXING: Duke McKenzie defeated John Davison, of 
Newcastle. In four rounds to secure the vacant British 
featherweight tide in Manchester.oo Saturday. McKenzie's 
textbook boxing overwhelmed Davison, and Paul Thomas 
the referee, had to step in to save him from uneccesary 
punishment McKenzie. 30, shook Davison, 35, in the 
opening minute and continued to find the target repeatedly. 
He took victory six months after losing the third dl his world 
titles to Daniel Jimenez. McKenzie is the only domestic 
boxer to win world crowns at three weights. 

Cruyff too demanding 

FOOTBALL: Johan Cruyff, the coach of Barcelona, the 
Spanish champions, will not take charge of Holland during 
tile World Cup finals in the United States next year, Dutch 
television reported at the weekend. The Dutch football 
association had asked Cruyff to ad as coach for the 
tournament but NOS television said tbe association had 
rejected the fee he had demanded as excessive. Dick 
Advocaat, who successfully steered Holland through foe 
qualifying rounds of foe competition at tbe expense, mainly, 
of England, is now expected to remain in charge. 

Lomas win not enough 

TABLE TENNIS: lisa Lomas, the European silver medal 
winner, returned to form on Saturday with an excellent win 
over Nicole Strase, tbe world quarter-finalist, that briefly 
threatened to give BEL Grobe. the British League 
champions from Shropshire, the chance of causing an upset 
and reaching tbe European Cup final for the first time. 
Lomas saved four match points to win 17-2L 21-17,28-26. for a ! 
surprise 2-1 lead over Steiphagen. the tide holders. However, 
tbe German dub, attempting to win the European Cup for 
foe third successive year, recovered to win 4-2. 

Carter reaches final 

RACKETS: Richard Carter, of Rugby, reached the final of 
foe Foster Cup, the elite singles of foe British public schools' 
championship, after a thrilling victory ov^r William Hale; of 
Cheltenham. Carter served with power and retrieved 
superbly but in the opening game; found problems against 
an agfle opponent, in the next two games, however. Carter 
upped the pace and increased his consistency to produce a 
display that makes him favourite for the final today against 
Ed Behn. of Radley, who came through against David 
Craickshank. the HaDeyburian. in four games. 

Dallas dose the {gap 

AMERICAN FOOTBALL: Dallas Cowboys, tbe Super 
Bowl champions, clinched a play-off berth with a 28-7 
thrashing of tbe New York Jets in New Jersey on Saturday. 
Troy Aikman threw for 252 yards and connected with 
Michael Irvin for two touchdowns. The win improved 
Dallas's record to ten wins in 14 games and moved them to 
within half a game of the New York-Giants in the NFC East 
In (lie AFC West. Denver Broncos gained their fourth win in 
their last five games, winning 13-3 in Chicago, taking 
advantage of five turnovers to improve their record to 9-5. 







Croft six wickets 


HEW ZEALAND 

BA Young bui t» MaOtews..74 

RT Latham c Wessets b Matthew_7 

*K R Rutherford mi out...9 

MjGrwmachruna* --.a 

C L C ans not ooS.. ,_.30 

S MhomEonbMathwra -- 9 

TT E Bttn c FHchatteon 0 Mathews— S 

G R Lawn not out----— * 

Extras (nbl.wl)- .^2 

Tool (9 aids 44.1 OWW)-- 148 

D N Patel, C Pringle and 0 K Utmtaon <sd 

EALLOF WICKETS. 1-Z2.2-&4.3-86.4-112, 
S-132.B-142 

BOWLING feOtews 10-1-384; DeVflefS 
91-1-23-0; Snea 102-290, Smew 100- 
250 Cranje £033-0. 

□ Mist and bad light permit¬ 
ted only 21 minutes play In the 
third and final Test between 
Zimbabwe and Pakistan in 
Lahore on Saturday. Zimba¬ 
bwe will resume after the rest 
day yesterday needing 27 for a 
first-innings lead. 

Scoreboard, page 20 


Answers from page 36 
LABARUM 

(b) The imperial standard adopted by Constantine foe Great 
(306-337 AD), being the Roman military standard of the late 
Empire modified by the addition of Christian symbols, hence 
generally a symbolic standard or banner, from foe Greek 
fit boron, of unknown origin: "The Lahannn of Luther was a 
banner Inscribed with the legend ‘Justification by Faifo’.’ 
MARI MONO A 

(b) A spider-monkey of tropical America, Ateles bebebuth. 


Caracoffl are infested with snakes and monkeys, particularly a 

hind called Marimonda$. H 

DEMOT 

(a) A member of a Greek (usually Athenian) deme. from the 
Greek demotes, one of foe same deme: Tbe inscription of new 
citizens took place at the assembly of the demote." 

E ROTES IS 

(b) A rhetorical figure in winch the speaker asks a question that 
invites foe reply “uousense", oratorical ally interrogation, from 
the Greek emtoein to question, to ask questions: “Eraneris is a 
figure of speech by wfaieh a speaker, in foe form of an 
interrogation boldly asserts foe opposite of what is asked: as 

ovectos hostest (Do you really believe foe-enemy 

SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 
1 Ng5«. Bxh2 2 Rxh7* Qxh7 3 Nxf? mate. 













THE TIMES MONDAY DECEMBER 201993 



Telephone experts get wrong number 

„ , _ n_—: li—„ .u., ¥.-i:- tf *.: sWno hwHIu Hiir that's not mnfarN m racine and co, 



THE message from Racing 
Telegraph, a Newnarker- 
based telephone tipping ser¬ 
vice. was loud and dear. It 
boasted through an advertise¬ 
ment in the trade press, placed 
at die end of October "WEEK 
IN, WEEK OUT, WE KEEP 

ON WINNING." 

In fact. Racing Telegraph 
had endured something of a 
nightmare month. According 
to information compiled by 
Racing Information Database 
tRIDJ. which monitors the 
profit and loss of premium 
rales Tipsters to a £100 stake. 

Racing Telegraph’s followers 

would have sustained overall 
losses of £8,541 in October. 

Racing Telegraph’s advert 
would be telling the absolute 
mith if it were a bcokmaking 
outfit, which it most certainly 
is not. It is one of around 80 
premium rate tipping services 
enticing punters in their end¬ 
less quest for winners. In 
October. Racing Telegraph 
was not alone in racking up 
die sort of losses most punters 
would find unbearable. 

Radng Telegraph's perfor¬ 
mance in November cannot 
alas, be revealed. RiD's publi¬ 
cation oF its first monthly 
league table at the end of 
October provoked a storm 
from those languishing in the 
red. so the fledgling company 
now restricts its tables to the 
top terf tipsters. 


However, the accompany¬ 
ing table for November shows 
that Racing Telegraph was not 
among them. Indeed, only six 
of the 35 tipping services 
monitored (18 per cent) made 
profits for their clients in the 
month of November. In Octo¬ 
ber, the record was even worse 
when it was four from 30. or 13 
percent 

Such statistics are a damn¬ 
ing indictment on the prowess 
of telephone tipsters. They fare 
badly when set against the 
record of the nation's racing 
journalists, whose daily 
progress is updated in the 
Sporting life tups able. Of 
the 43 journalists, 18. or 42 per 
cent, are showing a profit at 
present 

But what exacerbates the 
poor performance of telephone 
tipsters is the sheer cost of 


Julian Mnscat investigates telephone tipping 
services and finds many fail to justify their 
high premium rates with moderate resQlfs 


obtaining their information. 
Again. Racing Telegraph ex¬ 
cels in this sphere. 

With the cost .of calls 
charged at 48p per minute at 
peak time; the average length 
of a call to obtain Racing 
Telegraph’s information is in 
excess of ten minutes, or an 
average £4.84 per day. Con¬ 
trast that with the service of 
Nicholas Mordin, the monthly 
leader in November, who 
detained punters for just 30 
seconds, or 24p. on his daily 
bulletin. 

Neil Bevan, the founder of 
RID. stressed that tipsters 


should be assessed over at 
least a six-month period before 
accurate conclusions can be 
drawn. He adopted a defen¬ 
sive view about tipsters who 
fared badly in October and 
November. He said the two 
months in question are notori¬ 
ously difficult for tipping win¬ 
ners; this did not stop the 
telephone tipsters from trying. 

On his decision to restrict 
the table to the top ten per¬ 
formers each month, he said: 
“Our service is about finding 
the best of the best, not the 
worst of the worst It may be 
worth a giggle to see who is 


doing badly, but that’s not 
what RID is about" 

Inevitably, Bevan is not 
monitoring telephone tipsters 
for his own amusement He 
supplies the tables on sub¬ 
scription. Not a watchdog in 
the strictest sense, he has 
nevertheless established an 
appropriately-named Avoid 
File to expose pirates and 
guide clients in the ways of the 
untrustworthy. 

Of the tipping outfit, CRS, 
he writes: "Ine service provid¬ 
ed two advices which lost, and 
the phone Line then went dead. 
We would assume the service 
has ceased trading, or is 
providing advices by 
telepathy." 

Such black humour is evi¬ 
dent in the names of many 
services, which invariably 
conjure images of unrivalled 





OCTOBER 


NOVEMBER 


G Sheekey 

No No 

advfeea wfnoers Strike 
given given rate % 

105 46 43 

AvgeaB 

length 

9m 10s 

Incurred (£} 
130.06 

ProfW 
to* 8 (E) 

+1,634 

NMonfin 

No No 

advlcea wteineis 
tfteen- given 

55 22 

Strike Avgcril 
rate % length 

40 30secs 

Costs 
incurred (£) 

624 

Profit/ 
toss (£) 

+2^Z7 

BRATS 

77 

26 

33 

3m 15s 

43.14 

+483.47 

Money Maker 

52 

18 

34 

5m 208 

64.74 

+2561 

□ Armstrong 

131 

35 

26 

7m IQs 

88^3 

+439.43 

Select Radng 

44 

20 

45 

5m 508 

68.64 

+1,030 

Top Horse 
AGorrle 

33 

11 

33 

6 m 40s 

80^9 

+40.88 

BRATS 

67 

24 

36 

3m 10 s 

38.48 

+723.08 

50 

22 

44 

6 m 40s 

95.41 

-173.03 

RGoidsteto 

50 

23 

45 

6 m 10 $ 

7532 

+582.03 

N Mordin 

55 

T2 

2T 

30aecs 

6.72 

-264.03 

M Holder 

49 

19 

38 

4m 15S 

51.74 

+90627 

RFkxxl 

24 

7 

28 

9m 10s 

55.04 

-665.68 

AGorrle 

36 

19 

52 

6 m 20S 

7722 

-126^8 

M Holder 

64 

20 

3! 

3m2Ss 

43.47 

-826.97 

Top Horse 

28 

9 

32 

6 m 0 s 

74.88 

-19428 

SAS 

30 

9 

30 

2m 90s 

30.03 

-970.47 

j Classic RaceHne 

87 

32 

36 

4m 50s 

56.16 

-33734 

Syncficate 

94 

35 

37 

7m 20s 

81^0 

-1,031 

F 3 rotessionaJs 

21 

7 

33 

5 m 2 Ss 

65.52 

-509^2 


SvfVted Cy Raang mtorr&t&n Database 


contacts in racing and. conse- 
qusrtiy. the prospect of instant 
wealth. 

Bevan insisted there are few 
unscrupulous telephone tip¬ 
sters. although he id concede:. 
“There are some people who 
give clients different horses in 
the same race. That is obvious¬ 
ly a total rijMlff.” 

Interest in the performance 
of telephone tipsters was 
heightened by remarks made 
earlier this month by Julian 
Wilson, BBC Television !s rac¬ 
ing correspondent, who sug¬ 
gested “a ban on 0898 lines, 
which take vast fortunes of 
punters' money out of the 
system, and are a complete 
rip-off”. 

A subsequent response from 
Mark Holder, a prominent 
premium-line tipster, printed 
in The Sporting Life, has 
prompted Wilson to put the 
matter in the hands of his 
solictor. 

Holder was incensed by 
Wilson's comments on the 
telephone tipping industry in 
general, which has mush¬ 
roomed in recent years. The 
league tables for October and 
November suggest Holder 
himself operates one of the 
more successful services. Suc¬ 
cess is relative, however, for 
the tables illustrate that Hold¬ 
er incurred an overall trading 
loss for his followers of £420 
over foe two-month period. 
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12.30 EJLF. NATIONAL HUNT NOVICES HURDLE 

(Qualifier £1.996:2m 110yd) (15 runners) 
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Tighter controls 
needed to check 
claims of tipsters 


P art of raring’s charm 
centres on the rogue 
element continually 
striving to exploit that weak¬ 
est of all human weakness¬ 
es: greed. Witness that 
colourful character Prince 
Monolulu, whose harmless 
selling of tips to Derby day 
crowds transformed him 
into something of a 
celebrity. 

Over the years there have 
been countless others to 
offer information at a price. 
Arrangements were often 
complicated, and an air of 
secrecy simply added to the 
attraction oF paying for a 
racing cert All tfiat has now 
been swept away in die 
wake of technological 
advancement 
In its place we have a 


JULIAN 

MUSCAT 



Racing 

commentary 


more instant more anony¬ 
mous source. It is the tele¬ 
phone tipsters' service, in 
which the numbers 0898 
could just as easily denote 
the finishing positions of his 
last horse selections as his 
premium-line telephone 
code. 

The rate of growth in 
telephone tipsters continues 
unabated. It is testament to 
their popularity that SO lines 
can be profitably operated, 
although it is ironic that 
most of them do not make a 
profit for their customers. 

A plethora of choice has 
led to fierce competition for 
subscribers, which has, in 
turn, prompted some tip¬ 
sters to place largely unsub¬ 
stantiated advertisements 
proclaiming their non-exis¬ 
tent financial success for 
their dienes. 

There are other, more 


contemptible examples of 
premium-tine abuse. For in¬ 
stance. it is not uncommon 
to hear the same voice on as 
many as three different ser¬ 
vices. advising three differ¬ 
ent selections to three 
different callers. 

A lack of success alone 
cannot disqualify telephone 
tipsters from airing their 
views. After aH, where 
would we radng journalists 
now be if our notoriously 
unreliable selections were 
tited against us? But what is 
urgently needed is strong 
curbs and tighter controls on 
the advertising of telephone 
tipping services. 

Given that the extent of 
the problem is unlikely to 
attract attention from the 
advertising standards au¬ 
thorities, the sport itself 
must adopt a more stringent 
watchdog role than is pres¬ 
ently the case. The more 
honest practitioners would 
surely welcome such 
measures. 

This is best achieved 
through the offices of the 
trade press, which is itself 
earning considerable reve¬ 
nue from those advertising 
their telephone tines. The 
radng press already has in 
place a framework for curso¬ 
ry checks, but this is mani¬ 
festly insufficient. 

Telephone tipsters who 
keep callers waiting ten 
minutes before offering 
their selections should be 
prevented from advertising 
at all. Any tipster convinced 
of the value to his callers of 
His incessant ramblings 
would be free to continue 
after his selections are 
passed on within, say, three 
minutes. 

In the same way that 
tipping line adverts" must 
state the cost of the call {48p 
per minute at peak time), 
trade publications should 
insist, for instance, that the 
fate of a premium line’s last 
five selections are dearly 
stated. Better still, the radng 
press should consider sub¬ 
jecting telephone tipsters to 
a league table similar to 
those they operate for radng 
journalists. 



1.00 HOLLY AND THE IVY NOVICES CHASE (£2.437 2m) (6 runners) 


201 03EM-61 KBREET17 (D.F&S) (0 Smssfc^R AlnarB-ll-fi- 


SEarie 95 


202 536404 BAWWIBCBOOBS21 <B)(WCS&rt)A Twnad6-1T-0--— SIMtoteg} 

3B3W4WP OQVBtel 6 <R Irosad} R Iwrowd 7-11-0--Mr P But - 

3M WU4-P JALfCOB(dS)|JUsAShdtofi)PMton6-11-0-RScbariGTO - 

2D5 0-33S2 JAMES THE BRST IB F.G£) (DMdnb) P Mdlolfs 5-114)- B Brafcy 8 B 

206 0DW2CV MCK9JE871 (MPMS)J&fM7-11-&-PHteW - 

BETTMB: 7-4 KRnet 2-1 .tones Tbe FM. 3-1 BMcABoUm. ID -1 McfciliK. 14-1 MtogD. 33-1 D«M 
1882: SCOTOM 6-11-3 P iTSdlnen (4-1) B rTSJfnan 12 rx 

FORM FOCUS 


KBFEST boat towns Scot 71 In iBnnw nw- 
iea dose to Hereford pm. good to sc*U. 
BAWWCKB0B8E1114ftol l3toPQP5»6Pel 
in novice tontiup Oast to Worcssto (2m 41 
lltyl. good) JAMES Tiff FUST 1HI 2ntf to 8 to 


Gantry Lad in notocs cfm to Uttoatof (an. 
good). NICXSLfC 41 and to 6 » AoMsi Stots to 
novice tu< 8 e to Ktnotan (2m 4t. good) <n i 
mtie start. 

SetectOfC JAMES THE RR5T 


1.30 


BRANDY BUTTER COHtHTlONAL JOCKEYS HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£1,625:2m 110yd) (6 runners) * 

301 1F105-4 Qi5BLPRWX13(P&S){Bteltoia0ttto&lCEgBtan6-U-tQ_A Procter W 

302 /MFV2-F RRSMILUCK 13(D^)(Mrs0WHsft)DNtoU)7-11-5-PMdA0*f4} 92 

303 63312-B A9DRB114 (D.6) (IBs B tannden) A tartan6-10-12-WMmtoQ B 

304 MOP-11 CAROfiAL BHD 11 (BC.&.S) (j F») S Madto 6-10-12-OBfcWeB»v4)@ 

305 13W51 DBB8AY13 Ifif&S) (Mss J Sad) i Bridge 5-10-11-A Dtdtm S3 

306 20RWP- OUNAWffiAMLL244 (D^) (Ms0Saoxtos) M SawdBS 7-16-4__VSUkiy - 

BET I BE 7-4 CtoiM BW. 11-4 D/ebal Prtoea. 9C Pasan Utok. 6-1 AsWai. DerUqr. 33-1 Oman W. 

1902: PROSB3UEWO SUM P Nkfc (5-1) M (tan G ran 

FORM FOCUS 


tusa PWhCE 16 KI 46i rf B to KftayU in 
Bales lute a Pbmpta (2m U sod) wOi 
LUCK betetoi W Mw Ulan to Os taL 
PBtSUW U3CK 21 ato to 6 to torif (te«w to 
tondtao teidte at FarowO ( 2 m a. good to finm). 
ASHORBV 8 M to to 14 to LWttn to tutfap 
twKto to EdWw^ ( 2 m, good to fan). 


CfflDWtL BTO bed CWW « T 1 « Met ntd in 9- 
itinr imfeap IutUb to Ftomeni ( 2 m 110)4 


AY tad Mnbtoan by 2 to 11 -nn» 
BJedni aAtog \anMap hurtle at 
flunpton (an' f( 


2.00 MAC VAHPS9 > EIUALCHALLEIKE TROPHY NAWNCAP CHASE 

(£2,710:3mj (9 runners) 

-PH«tep) 01 

NManan 94 


ADRIAN Maguire sits tight as Baydon 
Star (above) sprawls on landing over 
the second last at Ascot on Saturday 
(Robert Wright writes). He completed 
the course in second place, but had no 
chance of catching comfortable winner 
Easy Buck in the Noel Novices’ Chase. 

The blunder set the tone on a 
disappointing day for trainer David 
Nicholson, whose other fancied run¬ 
ners, Triple Witching and Wonder 
Man. were also beaten. However, it 
was a different story for fellow Glouces¬ 
tershire handler Nieel Twiston-Davies 


and stable jockey Carl Llewellyn, who 
completed a big-race double with Sweet 
Duke and Young Hustler. 

Sweet Duke stayed on gamely to hold 
the renewed challenge of Burgoyne in 
the Long Walk Hurdle, while Young 
Hustler ran his rivals ragged in the 
Betterware Cup, winning eased down 
by six lengths from Latent Talent. He 
will now run in the King George VI 
Chase at Kempton Park next Monday, 
for which he is a best-priced 5-1 with 
Corals. 

One of his rivals at Kempfon may be 


Travado. who worked well yesterday 
morning, according to trainer Nicky 
Henderson. "I couldn't be happier with 
him,” he said- “What he mustn’t have 
tonight is sore shins. I will talk to the 
owner before we make a decision.” He 
is quoted at IO-1 by William HiU. 

The mid-season showpiece received a 
further boost with the news that the 
Martin Pipe-trained Rolling Ball may 
also take part. A faller in the Hennessy 
Cognac Gold Cup on his reappearance. 
Rolling Ball is 14-1 with Corals and 
William Hill. Photograph: Ed Byrne 


401 3214-41 TtEMOGET MAM 9 (QAF.&S) (A Usky) J GAml 7-124L— 

402 rai2fl MASTB1 OATS 46 (D.G) (P MtoJiws) A B*j 7-11-8_ 

403 011-BP WM.0F0ATS4(B&S5 9* A4fcrtej)Monte7-11-3-SMcN* 94 

4M 14P24-5 DIAMOND FORT 34 (CD.S) (Vln R State) J UcOmchii 8-1D-11-RBribaiy 91 

405 2411441 CATCHAPBIW39 (EULS) (CCauw)MIU mB- 10-10-SEato 90 

486 13M34 SHA5T0N13 (BT.aS) Hodtog SaaOm Ud) 6 M lamp 5-1041 P HaBqp 95 

407 21 - 1*6 TAMHY^ RBB16 (HAF.5) (V %5 E MiWAn] Mrs J P%Mi 6 - 1 M_J0dm»a 

406 6-U2S13 JHSIHI24 {DJF.FJS) (Me S Nuh] C Ntfl 11-10-3-^._RDwmodF 97 

409 PRP4M FA7HB1 JOhN 12[Hfl (AMmy)Mkfaggrtfe9-10-0__Whtoe 75 

USD fawfcap: Ftotw JoW 9 - 12 . 

tETUNfir 7-2 MBtoi Oas. 4-1 WMga itav M Tamazi FrtnL 6-1 Dtoncad FtoL SwEta, 10-1 dos. 
ifltt JUST MOSS 6-10-5 R Onaady 115-3 R How 5 n 

FORM FOCUS 


THE WDGET MAN bnl Awnbun n«* n 4-iwner 
OnAcap ctese owr comsa aid toTOce (good to 
soBTmASFER OATS (k to Mandto's Way SM O 
7-fumer terrtcap ctea a Utentp (3m a good) 
Ntei TAMIFTSmSW fiat) better all} 22 MI & 1 l 
BOWL OF OATS 21 M to 10 to fiper 
Othmmrt in faring ctase a Lekster (3m. 


E tn soW. DMMQMQ FORT 211 Sh to 7 to 
CUsa In lute toase to Mhndck (3n a 
I. SHASTON 12*61 401 to 8 to U 


SOW 

tand __ 

Satedtat THE 


-12141 401 to 8 I- 

cWM to Hunvon (in II llOjfl. 
heal Idle Gewto 51 m640n« 


tnSqodm ajjg^dmpn. good V*Q. 


JUMP LEADERS 


TRAINERS 


Mn M law) 

1 . Bai>n 

punas 

) 

0 twOrei :v> 

K Twain Vsex 


to 3d M 


EDINBURGH 


THUNDERER 

12.15 Cleevaun. 12.45 Ctiartycia. 1.15 Comedy 
Road. 1.45 Juniors Choice. 2.15 Swrft Conveyance. 
2.45 Frtckfey. 3.15 Northumbnan King. 


:s £ 


’? if X 


GOING GOOD. GOOD TO FIPV >N PLACES 


SIS 


:-o ?; 

JOCKEYS 


5 ‘.topirv 
v- Pt-xt, j, 

J f'-beme 

~ 

t; V.--jr-. ,-n 
G IkCttR 
u 3 Psjnrf 


4 i; -‘■*: 


•l£ ?: 


c -s:-r 


RESULTS FROM SATURDAY’S FOUR MEETINGS 


Ascot 

Gomg craxJ to 

12.15 3 i*• £asy Buck .C 

fJJuii? s-l' r B-r.'C.rf’ ;:ur 5 '5‘ov- j 
Popper. Pet 166 - r* h w »s:. 2 u 
Gic’-.'C TMh? £540 'j £i 1C- £2 EC 
OF CSF £C~1 

1250<cvr i;t>. 2 hif : AbsaismsLady 

(? Kjlicy. ‘M Ijk Richard Evans's nap' 
i. Saim Lev;" i: ■ -r ■ i?-C ■ 

ran. 5i S D Esiw^h ’C: £• “* C ;•?. 
ci^o ci n« £■= cs= cioo: 

120 i3m :i 11 0\-d Wei'. Sw«« Duke ,C 
Ucwe«yr r-ci.c.£uT'.y?,“">:5 , i 3 
AnsonilC-l•.S^ l-i A; -I-: --tjv 

9mn J*. 3!.NT*-o?s*«-Dor.«*: Tr? t: ” 
Cl 60 C1CO C2^C DP £316C T-w 
CS3 6C CSF CJ3E4 

1^5 tjr) I lpjto C*\: ' Yeung Husrter i? 
Lctwl'.t., : :-t Prr,t>te Handicap- 

par’s top rating' * Lsc~ 'irr: i”-i’ 

3 FigMi-.; '.‘..^es >9-:i f. -J 

r«K3IOn-D»i>% "'.I'.’ £3rj£ 

ezre DF £-2tS) CSF C‘i :j 
£ 2 to:-j 

2.30 ijn CM 1. BCy BaJhgaie i 


FULL RESULTS SERVICE 

0891-168-168 


0891 

168+ 




ED'BURGHl 

UNGFIELD 

GROUNDS 


I tit i 

l . BW>. hM-*l-~.U-^.Ul M 


101(201 

102(202 

122(222 


30 ! 


->CXM. 7-11 Z. Wor~3et i5-4 lave 
3 L'nc» Ernie iU-Ji 5 rar - ; i n 
H snawsor Tc>o Cost. C2.S2 C 40 DF 
reoo C 3 F c *5 do 

3 00 Cm 41 i 1 Bonanza i«i T 
V^Cjnn, e-n r S».u Bus* 3. 

IAiRi i4-1i Th?t>oj17Tnna1i-<ifav IS 
rjr. II. 61 A Woae Tote l 7 50. £2 50 
S2 30 CJflO OF- £3320. Try EjOW 
i*5r 053 68 Tricar C51 ©J 
jachpet; £52.436 00 (0.79 Winton Dck- 
ets Pod Of £15.503^3'earned f or ward 
10 Ling 6 *»d Par* todav). 

PJacepcr E3260. 

Ungfield Park 

1240 1 ffionrahofic 2 . Rutoo 
TV-gs rC-i*. o. ftw* 3<-«dy ,: 0 -'[ 
Ait» 6-4 fuV !C ry 

M0 M*s (10-21, 2 =. 

Crutoip CtaTto ! 4-l Iff#'. 6 -an 1f| |j 
Pitole Fusee. Papagos. Slum Spring 
1.40 1 . S flmamom ji«-n z. y^rx.xc~ 
:2Mi; 3 UtjiC £j£-clm -16-D Afncan 
Cfwnes 7-2 tn- !4rjn 
21C 1 . Ra$cne Song 3-‘i. J. Krvit?.- 
>ui (3-) ;l MV 1 ’ 3. Ais.-vjajho .3-1 
1 3 ran NR- MjrSCcK. 

240 1 . Mimosa (13-B):2. ftcrwo Feio» 
0-si. 3 Trusffi iii-e Jam : ran. 

3.10 1.IslandKnigM:^-:' r.S-ffcman 
Hy: ( 4-1 (art. 3 >wnc EX*e i00-*.i ’5 
W. F ms 


Nottingham 


1245 !. Kadaarrt fiiaf. 2 
Ceirtfspo (lio. 3. Heart Ol SMit :14-1) 
LdC« Cm 9-2 f-lav 2: ran 
1.15 1 Fine Thyne fEkrns fa.” 3 
Haii.-.fc (13-1! 3. Drsnri-srj*? : r I9ra" 
1 . 451 .TfwTtotanSpananiSO-li.r Ls*e 
ii6-i). 3. GenN'c 

15-11 Potjitot c Pj^i 9J iff. 

215 l.LusnrUgM(i1-4lavl .** Soppes.- 
iSS-ty 3. sam-cifl; J 133 ) 3 rer. 14 = 
Animv 5 F-rt K cv'z Lans 


245 • TT-iertsUp.fr-!! 'i- i?. : 
,T 1-IC‘i i.Ti.! -'j-. 

Spl-CrJ 

3 :5 1 . Ccuture SCadunes 2 

C* Sf-socor- rr : ; Vj-.'y Sr- - :- 3-i 

hiL^^reJ'j. ro-jw* n c F;/i5.' c :'. 


12.15 BUCHAK AUTOtUmVE MJU0B1 HURDLE 

:t2'*0 2kR 41] n5 wrasi 

• 114 - ASLAN nS B >5>.<-»n rt-*-yi5.ii $ . . M0ww - 

: 633 ASTRAliCfl 14 - i i- v.: . . . a Stmv 07 

:• 3- 5CWW. , ^.MaAScl>4r'i: : -rvri.!:-f; Mr A PffUr 17} - 

: 3-0 CWUIKHTmfjrjS-rf ... Kjoaes - 
: 31-4 OBVAimiti.-JCVi'V; . . PHwi 83 

i -r-ro ttt>SCNS CHOCS '^6.1 AB. S--T.K AMsutreSJ 

- 6 w y x V- Z tena c- • :-w .'tortTiSi ?5 

: s: MSP»: 5D9L' S--7-: fl-r . p Wsg^an (5| © 

:■ 3rt0S UKRB Kli 4 v- z m ‘yv.j* SU-5 t Dfmr; IN 

"j 0- PEWKMIJCHa- 1 *.’.--'tirt— r .. Ulta&m - 
■- 1-14 ST^CWl ^ .-3A.-S. tr r in« • -. I CGrarfl - 
?=3 , «GiaA?2i«w 'rm; :oi N Bc*»r □) - 

■: 32 GREAT £AS3V 23 »5rr. MM . . H Hoonc 07 

•4 0 S 4i J xr-r '• O t & IfcCsK - 

■f 0 D5»nsv 14 ICV* L'-.A Linton (7] 78 
'i -j-'ALr i ’ 5r? .*■ f :: :’ht>- (m o?»ijn ip • arpr 


Uttoxeter 


1230 1 Styar 11^-7 !j. / Aj-n.. 
■20-1': 3 -s/A \f4-1. ' ’ ~3r •«= 

Currm»t •Jronew 

1 .001 C«x>»»an» • 4 g , 2 . C: Li: 

?. TS-*’ £tt 


RICHARD EVANS 


Nap: COMEDY ROAD 
(1.15 Edinburgh! 

New best: Legitim 
(2.15 Edinburgh! 

Richard Evens landed a near 
Q-f double on Saiunlay 
his nap, Absalom's Lady ff *> 
8 ). and Lusty Ugh! fII-4}. 


1.30 f V«V Lfltoo 'jL!i Z Cr.jr- Z-j* 
? ?'a.«ih iirt-v* B teec«Qa2 
Pc^p-, tj. i? ran NR Zen 

2 05*. Derate il<Mi 3 S l *rf*'j3 *-* 

3. S jur nrs F* r.il^e .’5- ; 1 • Cr*^ i— 

JCA-Jl 7^ >av -yi 

235 i. Bertm-jn :4-T» ?. A-.ie^.iT 
(YOtav 1 . j Lfl**:Mi.rcr.: 1 .V' i*v 
TJn C^-ef FvlrJrTf SctuE 

3 OS i DutecAa [fr-1 (art 2 5c. .*•■*- 

:■£■■■ ? :b-l- S-sn 

3J5 1 . TTiffinal Waiter :•>! L 
LjrnfcTw Cri3r. T-V 3 CV J 
i:. n ‘ = K*a»jiA-j , . , t;-4 !a. 


12.45 FRED WILSON AND PARTISRS SELLING 

HANDICAP HURDLE (£1.955 L T?) (14! 

WJ SH3 1E311 4 IOF.G. 1 4 H-jy s-;i -p . B&sm 90 
; 1E30 rft?!®TiC73 DGS 1 Ar'-.'ffi 8-ir.? ... 0Betoier<5) 93 

. 55 KUO GKEG2 Hff -3 c (Ti C Jtfr M n i RG*ncv - 

4 SC3 A C£A1^V«|T-«(j3.G.i.';rT .. P Nroi * 

r <55 MSf4WXA9-?5i ■ i-i . ifrSLiwgl 

i %ff) 21AOTCVWI rD n ' Pr* 6 n C . - PWn W 

KM mb:£ :*4f; :i; j ctotafai - 

? <Mi CHAFIVCA14 -VSl 1 '.r t *>* • . A ftbw 9? 

? 3«1 A. rotuju 1C (!!«(* k-r-m j.:.’ :; d (TSitenn V. 

MM JWS wm 14 <CSm v JTK 4 50 IT A (Wlttn MS 
P-<2 KMCS58BH 17i.fr f-T- 19 . A Ibgwt 97 

•: S40 JUST fuhui « «o ? : If -n ■} . K Janes 03 

•i -05P WPfnOR HEXfihbih iy j ears, !-!£-! .. ^ S Tome 90 
‘» 5650 DGCTESrS SIMEDv t,5 Vr. j jrlr i 10 0 5 factor m » 

^4 £1 i-‘ JarCjo-i ( : njrtv^i ? i 4 Grtirmi !•". * 7 

‘I- i •:! H»-nr*c w* i f ; i ac-. 

1.15 HASSSHlf SKUWTES HAHHCAP CHAS 

.15536:2&«; *!0; 

' Zff) C5»S£T:«.O s t?L >47'V0 MOW AT 
; is?, izan Ml ! S .G S] >f ~.;. se»7l T5-1." C G*v ipre ffl 

j 152U WSSAiCti9r0f£.C?rtsr8-iT i2 9yt»n » 

* WS 5fl PfTTR llll 34 i?2.P (LSI M K**rwil 6 M3 C &** TO 

5 «5Z OR THE *f0CCH 19 OGilfrrt Orxtvnc S *0 :■ 

MJBuavrv 33 

0 4333 CCW3VRMJ22 ^7.5.7^5135 . AlfaM 91 

’ lAWP£9i07G.Si“tor=?'5 , .7 ' . GMeCanrt K 

S HB4 OK3C KGtiJEi n ii.: T W 

S 4254 aSV970L.YT<iC2iC^|v^7r.5J in4MMDhnev 93 
P6CC SJTECH S g 7, «rs i P* ... A HoWm (3i 81 


1.45 SWARLAND GRAIN DRtBlS NOVICES CHASE 

(£2.550: Zm 4() (8) 

» 1354 WOO ATUWT1C W ff.6) S Pan (0-11-7. K Jones ® 

i ,FU CALKCOTT 14 Urs S iwiBi i-H-O . Gan Lmk - 

3 6600 EBR014 Y Ttomieon 7-114). AMHn 73 

4 43 GBETRHHi) MANOR 11 NCAWaftsm 6-11-0 T BgM ffi 

5 -400 JlMORSCHOCf 9jIfwjJ^UQUO l*AP*ksr(71 98 

6 -444 W£FLAWk2O(F^)DMcf«»0.|I D. . A Thonson b» S3 
; KJ PANTO LADY 13 tts A Lr« 7 10 9 . _ Ifcs S Unb (7) - 
A 6-06 ROYAL RR 9 Mr S tfcttwjr 7 TO *» . . P Wffiacr, (SJ 

: S C..Mhek) Kflie 5 ? Jaw. dm 3 ( Rift! Vlrtic. IT 2 M Lrt 
1C-’ CJbRcmi .1 1 kmJ file Eton. S ! Parta limy 

2.15 PHJUP WLS0H CORN FACTORS NOVICES 
HANDICAP HURDLE (£2,306 2m) (it) 

» J1I3 RKAL AURA 25 (O.QGtoKKj ll-io . 

•' 6700 CUAR Of A 14 C Ridtrrts 0 M-S 
1 444- HOKARD'C POST 43T J MOrrxn 411-5. 

4 llfl? CWTrOTWO-ANCE 9 (Df.6TVV1wii4.il 

'UcOoigtfi/) 97 
Tflond 90 
R Herts* » 
C Tomnr 17) ® 
flCmrr no 
naifc* n 

GMeCoHl 80 
DBjfmo - 

Hword iPoa 


2.30 HJJ-B. CHRISTMAS SEVENTH HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£1,968:2m 3f 110yd) (6 nmners) 

S 5£S^?B^ (Sp ^ WBfeU,nj0,d6 - 12 - tl - TGanBun B 

503 A4030-0 TTLTTECH R.YER 21 (S) (P Ifc Wa*) C ftoaC 8 - 10 - 6 ..._._. CUwahe 15 

»4 041531- SECOND CAU 231 (FJ) <U T ftalr 4-1ML_R ftrartOT 98 

M f• a .j a 38 ^ inScm M Swl ^ _BPowto 90 

506 P621P- CAMBOfQ 294 (G| (Us A ttegbun) 0 Gn^xH 6 - 10-0 _- PmHclte 1 * 

Loeg hariojr Nm Spirt 9-9. Curtins 9-i 

BETtiW: 7-4 ftananfe 7 2 3 km CJL 4-j Superum. B-i Naa s«ut m hsfi Bfe* ifr-i exam. 
1892 SUMAMNm 5-11-4 T &*Nani (Ereas M j 0W 5 m\ 

FORM FOCUS 




BU0NNWJT113X1 bd to 6 to Hero He Come m 
taBtoo htfdfe dm (2m fKW. gtW to stoli 
SURER HALT Ml 510 to 9 to FarBroow tt 
JTOtaj hMM to VKwk* 72m « tlO*i. jrfll 
TXT TECH FLYER 341 13* Of 18 toM» m 
Juntoptetfe to WWccsio (3n 51 UOfl OWW) 
SECOND CALL teal Masroug nett n UMww 


nww hrnoe to FonmeA On a ami KW 
1 23 2 n 0 toSloHonten b tw6- 

3>J2SJ * n**" aow cm it k«. 

CARRIKD6 nex Keren n c 9-rwm dm 
•W ute ar F^irxnoa (2iti 41 cn 0&iifcsx£t 
SSfft 

Sefeawt SECOND CAU (nap) 


88 

HOongtiy 97 
AMagtonr 87 


5 Fl EW8. UiCOF)t lingo. 1 H i 
i 0-3E BOWK 13 to Sun 4-im 

20-f Lfomu 14 (CO/I j Jetovon 4 10 T3 _ 

t 0 S-l GYMCHAN CYRANO 47 liii t FVirr 4 10 11 
9 -602 EWWOHI)illnqHPi4 1U 10 

•0 PW TMWJ 0 11 Irtm i >09__ 

H 0? a SfACH PATROL 45 ttsSfirtui-iiMl.. 

£ '. 5 1 Cemw-faKr. 11-2 tiW 6 * l>* 

rt’nv; e-l F#g» A m >7-1 Apmato Crum U- i an er. 


CLEANING SERVICES HANDICAP CHASE 

(£ 2 , 682 : 2 m) (4 formers) 

Si W Pwaurtl C Hanmort 8 - 12 - 0 _ _ . 

^ <0^*3 LrjFRtfifl SjrsSerrsi R A&tor 6 -IO-S 
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^ r ^°n achieves Olvmpia aim 

Two Step leaves 
Whitaker on 
route to riches 


SPORT 23 


JULIAN HERBERT 


< i 


Michael Whitaker has 

moved to second place in the 

SSf® ^| uc of ihe Volvo 
World Cup after his comfori- 
able win with Everest Two 

3* P A 1 ) lhe VoIvo Qualifier at 
the Olympia show jumping 

championships on Sarurday. 

Although Whitaker has now 
won six classes at the show, 
the qualifier was the one on 
which he had set his sights. 
1Ve been second in the com¬ 
petition three times.” the York¬ 
shire-born rider said. ”| wasn't 
going ro make it a fourth." 

His chances of winning 
were increased when the fa¬ 
vourite. Franke Sloothaak. of 
Germany, hit three fences in 
the opening round. But 
Whitaker, who won the Bor¬ 
deaux qualifier with Two 
Step earlier this month, had 
little need of such an 
advantage. 

Drawn last in the nine- 
horse jump-off, only two were 
clear by the time he came into 
the ring. They were Dirk 
Hafemeisier, of Germany, 
who had the fastest time on 
Priamos. and Geoff 
Billington. on Rhapsody, who 
had produced one of the best 
rounds of his career. 

“I knew Hafemeister's time 
could be beaten ” Whitaker 
said. “It was just a matter of 
leaving the fences standing." 
His older brother, John, who 
had had two fences down on 
Everest Gammon in the open¬ 
ing round, advised Michael 
on where he could save time. 
"If I can’t win the dass 
then the next best person to 
win is Michael." he said 
cheerfully. 

Lifted by the vociferous, 
capacity crowd, the Belgian- 
bred Two Step showed his 
class with a superb round. 


By Jenny Macarthur 

finishing with a "flyer* over 
the Iasi, a gallop which helped 
to cut 0.6Isec off Hafemeister's 
time. 

The win earned Whitaker a 
£14,000 car and the chance to 
claim the riches on offer in the 
new grand slam series, which 
consists of four of the 12 World 
Cup qualifying rounds. This 
was the second leg. the first 
having taken place in Berlin 
last month. There is £40.000 
for two wins. £80.000 for three 
and just over £200.000 for 


RESULTS 


VOLVO WORLD CUP OUALJF@fc 1. Ev- 
Slw WWWttar, G8I01B. 
37.703* 2. PS (tamos fD Hatemefctef. 
Go) 038131.3. Wapsoc* (OEUnetan, GBI 
0. it 36 Eumpoon Lnaue pas&oni: 1. J 

CHRISTMAS STOCKING STAKES: 1. Ev- 
oiea MagorWaget (NShefeai. Ga.aSM; 

2. San Pjinotono Donna £F SWWiaak. Gert 
0.20 31; 3 Akroc ITS Me (L Beobeun, Gen 
4.3223 

CHRISTMAS KNOCKOUT: 1. AWtf (W 
Meager): 2, Os la Carpets Uffle Boy (J 
VangMfcesghe. Befj. equal 1 Koto Kamo m 
fiocuet Fit and Stogopur (U Fuels, 9wtz|. 
FATHER CHRSTMAS STAKES; 1. Everest 
Utesfyta (M Whffita. G8) O. 42136: 2. San 
PaMgreno User IF Skxxteafc. Get) 4212 

3. E*aea Bilker (J VIAMsksr, GB) 42.77 
TOP SCORE 1. Everest Major Wager <N 
Skaton, GB) 1.370P&. 2. 5afl Pisngnano 
Atoter (F Scats**. Go) 1.340. a Tree Gm 
CP Charles, ke) 1330 


three. These are huge sums 
compared with the usual 
prizes. Discounting the car, 
Whitaker has earned the 
grand total of £7,800 from five 
wins this week. 

He will probably ride his 
European bronze medal-win¬ 
ner. Everest Midnight Mad¬ 
ness, in the next leg in 
Brussels, in February, to 
increase his chances of suc¬ 
cess. 

Nick Skelton, though out of 
luck in die qualifier on Satur¬ 
day, when Everest Dollar Girl 


hit both parts of the double in 
the jump-off, was back in the 
winner's enclosure yesterday 
when he and Everest Major 
Wager won the Christmas 
Stocking Stakes. 

Going third out of the five in 
the jump-off, they had the 
crowd gasping as each turn 
became tighter and more dar¬ 
ing. They finished, to tumultu¬ 
ous applause, in a time of 
29Ateec- 

None had matched the 
speed by the time the last 
rider. Sloothaak. entered the 
ring on Darina. A hush de¬ 
scended as they set off. The 
turns looked smoother than 
Skelton's, the jumping every 
bit as fluent. But as Sloothaak 
made the final turn to the last 
fence. Darina lost her footing 
and all but fell. Sloothaak had 
her quickly back on her feet 
but the dock recorded 30-31sec 
as they passed the finishing 
line. 

Afterwards Sloothaak dis¬ 
closed that the mare had had a 
bad slip-up at the practice 
fence on Saturday just before 
the qualifier, which may have 
explained her unaccustomed 
12 faults in that round. 

Earlier yesterday Willi 
Melliger, the European 
Champion, from Switzerland, 
recorded his first win of the 
week in the Christmas Knock¬ 
out Melliger. on Athtet fin¬ 
ished just ahead of Jean- 
Claude Vangeenberghe. of 
Belgium, in a boisterous final 
round. 

Melliger had hoped to gain 
more points in the qualifier on 
Saturday, in which he finished 
fifth on Concorde C. He is only 
27th in file European League, 
from which the top 19 qualify 
for the World Cup final in 
Holland in ApriL 



Peter Eriksson and All Master in action in the Christmas Knock-out yesterday 


Schneider Tomba settles for second 

place on his birthday 


increases 
pressure on 
Wachter 

VREN1 Schneider, of Switzer¬ 
land, put more pressure on 
her rival. Anita Wachter. in St 
Anton, Austria, yesterday as 
she won the Alpine World Cup 
slalom event The Austrian 
showed her fighting spirit, 
though, by refusing to give up' 
after a blunder wrecked her 
race chances — a decision 
which kept her just ahead in 
the overall rankings. 

Schneider, 29. won in I min 
47.84sec. beating Pemilla 
Wiberg (1:48.58) and Kristina 
Andersson (1:48.71) and stak¬ 
ing her claim as a favourite for 
the Winter Olympics in 
UUehammer. 

Ii was Schneider’s second 
victory of the season after her 
Santa Caterina slalom win. 

The combined weekend 
crown went to Renate 
Goetschl. the Austrian teen¬ 
ager. but it was Wachter’s 
performance which provided 
the focal point of yesterday's 
event Fourth fastest after the 
first run. the 26-year-old set a 
splendid early pace before 
rattling a gaie and almost 
grinding to a halt Wachter 
seemed on the verge of skiing 
out but got going again after 
realising there were still 
World Cup points on offer. 

At Sr Anton on Saturday. 
Anja Haas sped down a 
shortened downhill course for 
her third World Cup win. 
Renate Goetschl. of Austria 
was second and Emi 
Kawataba. of Japan, third. 


STEVE Locher. of Switzer¬ 
land. won his first World Cup 
giant slalom in Alta Badia 
yesterday, raining hopes of a 
perfect 27th birthday for 
Alberto Tomba, the Italian 
idol, who finished second over 
the course in the Italian 
Dolomites. 

Locher. second in the first 
run. clocked the fastest time in 
the second for a winning 
aggregate of 2min 37-54sec. 
Locher, 26. who comes from. 
Salms, had gained his only 
previous World Cup win in a 
super giant slalom in 1990. 

Tomba, who was 1-01 sec 
behind the winner, edged out 
Christian Mayer, of Austria. 


By Our Sports Staff 

by two-hundredths of a sec¬ 
ond. Mayer, the first-run lead¬ 
er, was third after a mistake 
near the end of the ran. 

Guenther Mader. another 
Austrian, took fourth place 
ahead of Franck Piccard, the 
Frenchman. Marc Girardelli, 
of Luxembourg, the defending 
World Cup champion, fin¬ 
ished thirteenth. 

Tomba. who was fifth after 
the first run.. thrilled his 
thousands of supporters, some 
playing trumpets, many wav¬ 
ing flags, with an outstanding 
performance in the second kg, 
which lifted him three places 
on the steep Gran Risa course, 
which had 56 gates in both 



Locher happy after beating local favourite 


runs. 

Tomba. the three-time 
Olympic champion, who won 
two slalom races earlier in the 
season said: “Following the 
poor giant slalom showing in 
VaJ dTSere, this was a great 
improvement- It was a tough 
race, on a tough course. I am 
happy with my second place." 

Tomba had finished seven¬ 
teenth — his worst perfor¬ 
mance in four years — in 
Monday's previous World 
Cup giant slalom, a race won 
by Mayer. 

Kjetil Andre Aamodt. of 
Norway, the World Cup lead¬ 
er, was eighth and now has 
421 points from nine races. 27 
ahead of Mader with Tomba 
third on 374. 

Patrick Ortlieb. of Austria, 
the Olympic champion, won 
his first World Cup downhill 
race by beating Daniel 
Mahrer. the Swiss veteran, by 
0.4Isec in the second speed 
event of the season on 
Saturday. 

Jean Luc Cretier. of France, 
a late starter at No 37. was a 
surprise third, ahead of Rob 
Boyd, of Canada. 

Ortlieb, considered a “lucky 
winner" when he scored his 
first international victory in 
the 1992 Olympic downhill, 
showed an impressive combi¬ 
nation of skill and power on a 
Saslonch course, where he 
was second in I9S8 and third 
four years later. 

Results, page 20 


Conway shows 
England form 


Boumville...5 

Isca.....3 

By Sydney Frisiqn 

NICK Conway, 19. who might 
soon be wearing a senior 
England hockey shirt scored 
four goals at Birmingham 
University yesterday as he 
practically carried a depleted 
Boumville side into the fifth 
round of the Hockey Associ¬ 
ation Cup. 

Robert Skinner, who has 
played, eight times for Eng¬ 
land, scored all three goals for 
Isca in a remarkable show of 
resilience. 

After playing for the Eng¬ 
land under-21 team in the 
junior world cup last Septem¬ 
ber, Conway broke a finger 
and was out of action tor 
several weeks, but be had 
plenty of power in his hands 
yesterday. In 16 minutes he 
shot Boumville into a 2-0 lead 
with a scoop high into the net 
and a goal from a penalty 
stroke. 

Isca retaliated with two 
goals by Skinner in the 18th 
and 19th minutes, the first 
from a long comer and the 
second from a cross pass by 
Evennetl 

In the second half. Bryant, 
the Boumville goalkeeper, 
made a brilliant save off 
Evennett at a short comer 
before Conway put Boumville 
3-2 ahead with another penal¬ 
ly stroke conversion. Henley- 
King pm the finishing touch to 
a brilliant move initiated by 


Walid Abdo for Bourn vibe's 
fourth goal in the 54th minute. 

With only nine minutes left. 
Skinner put Isca back in the 
game by converting a short 
comer. Bournvillcs fears were 
allayed when Conway scored 
again from a short comer. 

Boumville will meet either 
Old Lough tonians or Cily of 
Portsmouth in the next round. 

Earlier in the day Trojans 
earned the right to meet 
Harrogate in the fifth round 
with a 4-1 victory over 
Bloxwich. Trojans led 1-0 at 
half-time with a goal by Paul 
Tubb and added three more 
goals from short comers in the 
space of 15 minutes in the 
second half from Jackson, 
Tubb and Lane-Smith. 
Bloxwich scored a consolation 
goal in the 55th minute when 
Nigel Hale convened a penal¬ 
ty stroke. 

They had a good spell after 
surviving the first 20 minutes 
under pressure, but made 
nothing of three short comers. 

BOUfWWLCE P Bryert; L RoB. M Mwedrth. 
C Morot&h, R Tuner. WeteJ Abdo, D 
a»icce tcapr). r WJsotj, a Grumma, N 
Conway. D HerJey-Kl^. 

OCA: J Hyde: J Mutter. G Kohler. M 
ftearey. N Bower (can), C OSutoran, G 
SWnner, P Livesey, R Swrrier, J Evennen. H 

daydn 

Umpires: G O'Connor (Northern Causes). 

S Sanghara fSouten Cartes) 

□ England won the weekend 
Lille qualifying tournament 
for the indoor European Cup 
men’s championship. On 
Saturday. England beat Swe¬ 
den 6-5, then drew l-l with 
France before beating Switzer¬ 
land 7-5 yesterday. 


Results, page 20 


Urgent need for anglers to speak out with one voice 


I he three bodies that represent 
game fishing, coarse fishing 

and sea fishing are W take the 

tentative steps to provide the 
as a whole with the single 
it desperately needs. 

: Salmon and Trout Assoo 
the National Federation of 
*rs and the National Federa- 
jf sea Anglers are to form a 
n °roup drawn from their own 
" supplemented from ooujo 
by representatives of other 
s The group will meet at 
two or three times a year, 
Sg contacts which, the 
Sent reads, have « the 

1 

i if is difficult to see Jjow the 


Brian Parke welcomes moves towards a liaison 
group but expresses doubt over its effectiveness 



Deutri ill**™ *»*'■— . . 

rirt than a couple of ad hoc 
” , year bv these very 
jf organisations to make the 
decisive force for the 
of the whole of the sportin 
inns with government, the 


National Rivers Authority and the 
Sports Council" 

This is especially so given the 
widely-differing processes that each 
has for arriving at the individual 
positions they mil need to bring to 
the table: The STA has relatively 
dean and formalised mechanisms, 
the NFA has an nnwiek&y organis¬ 
ation of regions and dubs to consult 
and the NFSA has little in the way 
of formal organisation at all. 

The reality is that angling is beset 
with issues and pressures mat affect 
the entire sport and which need 
direct and urgent focus, lhe real 
requirement is not for occasional 
liaison but, at a minimum, for some 
kind of standing, tightknit and 
sensibly-resourced strategy group 
which could identify emerging is¬ 
sues and analyse and respond to 
them within the context 


an agreed vision of the future. 

To suggest that it would be easy 
to give effect to such a group would 
be ludicrous: but the need exists and 
the skills for staffing it — albeit 
volunteer and part-time — also 
exist What is required is commit¬ 
ment a willingness to suppress 
sectional ambition and to coordi¬ 
nate the energies of the lawyers, 
politicians, public relations and 
business experts with which fish¬ 
ing. and above all game fishing, is 

replete. 

.The need for such a body has long 
been recognised by commentators 
and others. Indeed, the founding of 
an umbrella body was proposed by 
the independent review of angling 
commissioned in 1991 by the Sports 
Council and the now defunct Nat¬ 
ional Anglers Council. However, 
of such a body would inevitably 


subordinate some individual inter¬ 
ests of the STA, the NFA and the 
NFSA. As a consequence, while 
proclaiming fears of "more bureau¬ 
cracy". tbe three groups have killed 
the idea. In the mean time, the sport 
has been adrift while all about it. 
the reference points have changed. 

Members of all three organ¬ 
isations were stung recently when 
the British Field Sports Society 
(BFSS), a body that many anglers 
believe should be kept at arm’s 
length, appeared to move to fill (he 
vacuum — and it may well have 
been this that partly triggered the 
recent announcement The BFSS 
appointed an angling and fisheries 
advisor, whose fust public act was 
to declare the manifest truth that 
"there is currently no focal point for 
the whole of tbe sport of angling”. 
The BFSS was, he said, “the only 
forum where angling and fisheries 
interests may meet and discuss 
problems". 

The result of the inaction of recent 
times has been that angling was 


caught at sixes and sevens by 
the NRA’s recent rod licence 
review and went into the debate 
without the basis for a common 
response. 

The sport still has no coherent 
positions on a range of important 
public opinion issues. Fishing has 
fared hopelessly compared with 
other sports, even other water users, 
in getting Sports Council funds - a 
point blindingly illustrated by the 
replies to two recent parliamentary 
questions. 

In 1992-3 canoeing, with 100,000 
participants, received £346.426 or 
£3.46 per head. In the same year, 
angling, with “17 million adults 
actively participating", received 
£46,800, or L7p per head. 

For all of this, (be move an¬ 
nounced this week is progressand 
the issues listed above are known to 
be high on tbe agenda. All hinges 
on tiie realism, vigour and commit¬ 
ment (hat tbe individual groups 
now bring to the task they have set 
A great deal rides on the outcome. 


Wasps put 
damper 
on Pirates’ 
move 
back home 

By Norman pe Mesquita 

THERE was great cause for 
rejoicing in Peterborough on 
Saturday as the Pirates ice 
hockey team moved back into 
the rink It weeks after having 
been evicted. 

A superb effort on (he part 
of players, supporters and 
management has wrought a 
transformation. The damaged 
refrigeration plant has been 
repaired and the ice pad made 
slightly smaller to allow extra 
seating to be installed. 

Durham Wasps won the 
game 9-5 to put a damper on 
the celebrations, but die Pi¬ 
rates were obviously short of 
practice, having spent so 
much tune renovating the 
rink in recast weeks. 

Mark Salisbury put them 
two ahead in the first four 
minutes, but the Wasps had 
pulled back to 3-3 by the end 
of the first period and their 
superior conditioning proved 
decisive. 

Cardiff Devils gained a 
measure of revenge for their 
defeat in the Benson and 
Hedges Cup final beating 
Murrayfield Racers 8-4 in 
Scotland in a game that was 
marred by too many 
penalties. 

Hilton Ruggles scored five 
times for the Devils, his 
second five-goal game of the 
season. 

Bfllingham Bombers suf¬ 
fered their fifth successive 
defeat at home to Notting¬ 
ham Panthers, and Basing¬ 
stoke Beavers were also 
beaten at borne, by Fife Fly¬ 
ers. to take their winless 
streak to nine. 

In the first division. Slough 
Jets overwhelmed Oxford 
Cify Stars in the sort of game 
that does the sport a disser¬ 
vice. It is obvious that the 
enlarged first division was not 
a good idea on tiie part of tiie 
British Ice Hockey Associ¬ 
ation because there are too 
many mediocre teams and too 
many one-sided games. 

No doubt the Slough play¬ 
ers. all of whom scored at 
least a point, were delighted, 
but a scoreline of 23-4 is 
hardly guaranteed to attract 
spectators next time the teams 
meet. 

Milton Keynes Kings had a 
similarly one-sided win over 
Lee Valley lions, leading 12-1 
at tiie end of the second period 
on their way to a 15-3 success. 
The lions have enough prob¬ 
lems without spending 60 
minutes in the penalty box as 
they did on Saturday which 
severely restricted what faint 
hope they might have had 
against the Kings. 


Guildford 

pay price 
for letting 
Irish join 
Worthing 

By Nicholas Harung 

SINCE Cblin Irish left 
Guildford Kings the season 
before last, he has taken a 
special delight in reminding 
lus old club of the exceptional 
basketball talent they let go, 
The story was no different on 
Saturday, when the 6ft bin 
England international collect¬ 
ed 39 points to keep Worthing 
Bears on course for a success¬ 
ful defence of their league title. 

But for Irish's prolific scor¬ 
ing. Guildford might have 
been able to celebrate the 
belated arrival of their pay 
packets, or half-full pay pack¬ 
ets. with a surprise victory on 
the south coast. Until the'last 
90 seconds, when the score 
stood at 85-85, they looked like 
doing so. 

But Irish, with three throws 
from the foul-line and two 
jump shots, scored the last 
seven points without reply 
from England's European 
representatives to give Wor¬ 
thing their 92-85 win. 

Guildford. 22-21 ahead after 
the first quarter but trailing 
47-41 at half-time, had looked 
an improved team than of late. 
“Wouldn’t you play better with 
a pay cheque after going four 
months without one?" Alton 
Byrd, the Guildford guard, 
said. 

Before the money from Bar¬ 
ry Dow. the Kings joint owner, 
had arrived late on Friday, the 
match was in doubt because of 
a player boycott. Though still 
far from fully paid up. they 
were persuaded to fulfil the 
fixture. "1 can’t say what we've 
had in percentage terms." 
Byrd said. 

like Irish. Trevor Gordon 
was a player who left 
Guildford for richer pickings 
elsewhere, in his case 
Manchester, like Irish. Gor¬ 
don was also leading scorer 
for his club at the weekend, 
with 21 points. 

It helped the Giants to 
overwhelm Doncaster Pan¬ 
thers 94-67 to keep them top of 
the Budweiser League, al¬ 
though they have played a 
game more than Worthing. 

Thames Valley Tigers, who 
have lost only one match, one 
fewer than Worthing and 
Manchester, maintained their 
challenge with an easy 102-73 
win over Oldham Celtics with 
the help of 26 points from 
Nigel Lloyd. 

Without Russ Saunders, 
who is in die United States, 
and with four players on four 
fouls long before the end. 
Sunderland Saints still man¬ 
aged to force double overtime 
at home to Derby Bucks 
before succumbing 97-95. 
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Fowler shines in wonderful advertisement for English 



Souness: appreciative 


Tottenham Hotspur.3 

Liverpool.3 

By Oliver Holt 

THEY paid their respects to JDan- 
ny BUuichflower in ceremony and 
in deed at White Hart Lane on 
Saturday. A minute’s silence in 
memory of the former Tottenham 
mpfain preceded 90 more so 
brimful of artistry, energy and 
youthful promise that they sent the 
Yuletide crowd home rejoicing at 
the skills that had been paraded in 
hunt of them. 

Osvaldo Ardiles and Graeme 
Souness, managers of Tottenham 
and Liverpool respectively, put 
their personal troubles behind 
diem after die match and purred 


appreciation of the verve of Nick 
Bannby and Vinny Sam ways, the 
precocious aplomb of Robbie 
Fowler, fhe drive of Jamie 
Redknapp and, among them all 
the ageless orchestration of Mick 
Hazard, routinely spraying pin¬ 
point balls the width of the pitch, 
releasing his forwards with deli¬ 
cate chips and slide-rule passes 
worthy of Glenn Hoddle in his 
prime. 

Ardiles remained impassive be- 
neath his baseball cap as the game 
swung one way then the other, the 
teams liberated by their mid-table 
positions but playing until such 
untrammelled determination it 

seemed their footballing futures 
depended on the result 

“It was a wonderful advert for 
English football," the Argentinian. 


said. “It would be difficult to see 
that kind of game in Italy because 
once a team goes a goal ahead, 
they dose up. Today, both teams 
just carried on playing." 

Tottenham, initially the stron¬ 
ger. played with the one-touch 
confidence and panache so evident 
in Darren Anderton’s goal against 
Queens Park Rangers last month. 
Hazard hung deep, Sam ways 
charged forward. Both brushed 
Barnes, who was playing in central 
midfield, peremptorily aside. 

In supporting roles. Caskey, 
JDozzeU, Bannby and Anderton. 
chased and scurried so assiduous¬ 
ly they made Liverpool, and Mark 
Wright in particular, look 
pedestrian. 

After many a near miss, it took 
an intefligeat headed Dick from 


Dozzell to open up the visitors 
defence eight minutes before half¬ 
time and allow Sam ways to ad¬ 
vance on Grobbelaar and hammer 
the baD past him. 

Barnes retired hurt ancT out¬ 
played at half-time and the first 
pass from his replacement, Nigel 
Clough, gave Fowler the chance to 
trick Caklerwood ami emulate 
Sam ways’s finish. Only 18. and 
now with 14 goals from 17 matches. 
Fowler is fret becoming the new 
Ian Rush as the skills of the 
original fade beside him. 

Fowler has the pace, youth and 
hunger that Rush now lacks. On 
one occasion, he fought to stop a 
ball going out of play for a 
Liverpool throw, although he was 
surrounded by three Tottenham 
players, then dribbled his way past 


them. A minute after his gajj-he 
bamboozled Calderwood wth bu 

twists and turns and tigMWl 
control and when the defender 
brought him down. Redknapp 
curled the free kick over the wall 
and into the bottom corner via Uie 
post and Thoretvedt’s head. 

Eight minutes into the nail 
Liverpool were 3-1 up. Clough 
made his last contribution before 
he was swallowed by anonymity 
with a crunching challenge on 
Sam ways. Fowler dribbled the ball 
to the edge of the area and when it 
broke free to Rush. Edinburgh 
fouled him to give away a penalty. 

Fowler, inevitably, converted it 

Spurs, as the spirit of the match 
demanded, struggled back into the 
game wife a Hazard penalty, after 
a foul by Redknapp. and an 


equalizer from Caskey. 
header from Kerslake s cross. 

The loss of two points, however, 
So»n«* ardour for 

the quality' of foe game and foe 
eraenjence of a new jewel in his 

^"Robbie Fowler has been play¬ 
ing like that week in week out. he 

said- "He could be as f* 0 * f 
anything in my time * 

How could you foil to be 
what he did today? The real 
winners were the people who came 
to watch the game.” 

TOTTENHAM fjpnPWW’! 

NBamDy.D Anderton. JOozzeH. 
i rvOTPOOl 14-4-3 B frobDeiaaf R Jones . S 

Samos (sub N Clough 45) — I HUai. H l-ower. 
Ralorw R Hart 





McAllister 

exercises 

increasing 

influence 


Leeds United.2 

Arsenal.1 

By Peter Ball 

LEEDS plod doggedly on in 
the hope that Manchester 
United will stop for a snooze, 
in some ways like the tortoise 
in the fable. It looks a forlorn 
hope, as Howard Wilkinson, 
the Leeds manager, conceded. 
If, however. United do falter. 
Leeds remain the most likely 
team to catch them, as much 
out of sheer competitive in¬ 
stinct as natural quality. 

Although Arsenal looked 
the better team for long peri¬ 
ods at EUand Road on Satur¬ 
day. that competitiveness and 
the class of McAllister 
brought them three more 
points and provided Wilkin¬ 
son's motif for a philosophical 
discourse after it 

"The motto is always that 
you have got to do your best" 
he reflected. “If you are a paid 
sportsman, it is your responsi¬ 
bility to do your best. If you 
are a competitor, you have got 
to think about doing your best 
all tiie time. 

"If you are an Olympic 
runner and you do a personal 
best and finish second, you 
shouldn’t throw yourself off 
the bridge. 

“Someone has to finish sec¬ 
ond, and at the end of the 
season. I won’t be committing 
suicide if that someone is us. 
But until it is statistically 
impossible for United to be 
caught, then we will be trying 
our best to catch them." 

That philosophy has kept 
Leeds on the track, just as it 


did two years ago when they 
snatched the title from 
Manchester Ifni ted *s grasp. 

It is a lesson for Arsenal, 
who used to embody the same 
approach in a more mean- 
minded spirit, but nowadays, 
for all their much-vaunted 
organisation, are proving less 
than the sum of their parts. 

It has been said in defence of 
Arsenal that they have had to 
be boring because they lack 
the players to try ti match 
Manchester United. Not true, 
and on Saturday, even without 
Davis and Merson, they dis¬ 
proved it unveiling a new. 
more positive approach with 
Wright and Campbell wide 
until Smith's injury pushed 
Wright inside, and Limpar. 
who rivalled McAllister for 
influence, pulling the strings 
behind them. 

But pushing their leading 
scorer out of the middle meant 
some excellent chances fell to 
other people, and as the game 
went on Leeds increasingly 
looked the more threatening. 

The hub was McAllister, 
who has always been a very 
talented player, but is now fit 
to be mentioned, along with 
Beardsley and Cantona, as 
one of the game's rare talents. 
Wilkinson’s competitive phi¬ 
losophy has done much for 
him. 

“When 1 bought Gary I 
bought someone with good 
technique who a liked a one- 
two and got a goal," Wilkinson 
said. “Then you offer advice, 
say do you want to get better? 
Some say yes and mean it 
some say yes but aren’t sure if 
they mean it and the price is 
too high for some." McAllister 



Seaman, the Arsenal goalkeeper, looks back in despair as McAllister, the Leeds and Scotland midfield player, opens the scoring with a dazzling goal 


was patently ready to pay the 
price. “When he came here he 
had a fairly limited view of the 
game." Wilkinson said. “He 
now sees that an important 
part of the game is winning, 
and there is a lot more to doing 
that than meets the eye. 

"It is not enough to go out 
there and indulge yourself at 


tiie expense of the team. You 
have to do things that some 
players of his ability would 
regard as beneath them. 

“Some say he plays the 
game the way it should be 
played, but I think that he 
thinks that is a bit of a dirite 
which a lot use but don't 
aspire to. What he says when 


he goes out there is that he 
recognises first and foremost 
the need to win, and that he 
has a part to play in achieving 
that" 

This season his pan in 
Leeds's success has been para¬ 
mount On Saturday he scored 
a dazzling first goal, flicking 
the ball over Selky to wrong¬ 


foot the defence and placing 
his shot which went in via the 
far post with an accuracy 
Steve Davis would have ad¬ 
mired. He also had a big part 
in the winner when Adams, 
the Arsenal captain and cen¬ 
tral defender, inadvertently 
deflected his curling free kick 
past Seaman with his head. In 


between he orchestrated 
Leeds’s raids with some crisp, 
dangerous passes. 

“A large part of his part in 
us winning is his ability to 
control and direct the course of 
events out thae." Wilkinson 
said. “His assertiveness has 
grown as other parts of his 
game have grown. I haven’t 


seen a better midfield player 
this season." 

LEEDS UNITED (4-1-35): M Beeney — G 
Ka#y. D WaitraaE, J Newsome. A Dongo — 
C Fafcctoogh — G McAfioer. S Hodge. G 
Strec+an (out). D Rocastla SSmto) — Bay 
Walaoe. B Deane. 

ARSBIAL14-2-1-3). D Searan — L Dtton 
(sub S Morrow 90). S BouU. A Adams, N 
Wireerbun—I Selfey. J Jensen—A Limpar 
-iffy . A Smith (sub- R Palour 49;, K 

rtateree: K Burga 


Support for Hoddle 


RAY Wilkins, the Queens 
Park Rangers captain and 
midfield player, is willing 
Glenn Hoddie to succeed as 
manager at Cbelsea. “for the 
good of English football". 

Wilkins, who faces his old 
dub. Chelsea, in an FA Car¬ 
ling Premiership fixture at 
Loftus Road tonight said 
yesterday: "I’ve nothing but 
admiration for the way Glenn 
wants to play the game and 
it's important he succeeds. 

"It’s great for English foot¬ 
ball that the new generation 
of managers, like Glenn and 
our boss. Gerry Fronds, 
believe in the passing game. 
It’s the way forward." 

Wilkins thinks Hoddle will 
eventually revive Chelsea's 
fortunes. "Glenn did a great 
job at Swindon and I’m sure 
hell turn it around for Chel¬ 
sea". be said. “He’s changed 
their system and it takes the 


players time to adapt They 
wall be successful but I hope 
it’s not tonight They beat us 
earlier in the season and 
always do well against us. We 
want revenge for that" 

Dennis Wise, the Chelsea 
midfield player and former 
Rangers supporter, fears the 
cold shoulder from his 
friends if Chelsea end k 
dismal run which has seen 
them go ten games without a 
win. 

“I grew up supporting QPR 
and all my friends are QPR 
fans." he said. "I hare to 
organise them tickets for this 
game." Wise comes up 
against Les Ferdinand, his old 
schoolfricnd. but he believes 
the England forward will not 
cause any problems- “Were 
QPR's bogy side. Frank Sin¬ 
clair always keeps Les very 
quiet Hopefully we can turn 
the comer tonight." 


PREMIERSHIP AT A GLANCE 





Goal 

Recent 


Rayed Ponts 

diff 

form 

1 Manchester Utd 

21 

52 

+26 

WDWDW : 

2 Leeds 

21 

39 

+12 

WWWLW 

3 Blackburn 

20 

38 

+11 

WLWWW i 

4 NewtasftT 

20 

35 

+18 

WLWDW 

5 ArSenat 

21 

34 

+7 

WLDWL 

B N&wfch 

19 

31 

+9 

DLOWL 

7 uvwpbcfl; - 

20 

31 

+7 

WLWDD 

8 QPR 

20 

31 

+6 

LDDLW 

9 Aston Villa 

21 

31 

+1 

LDDLL 

10 Ipswteh ‘ ~ 

21 

.^29 

■4 

WDWDW 

11 West Han 

21 

U'29 

-7 

WWLWL 

12 Wimbledon _ : 

20 

.^-.28 

-3 

DDLWW 

13 srtafiMQwecr 

21 

27.C- 

+8 

WWDLW 

14 Tottenham 

. 21 

x jr* 


DLDWD 

.15 Everton ■; 

‘ 21 



DWLDL 

16 Coventry 

20 

v 

-3 

LLWLD 

17 Manchester City 

21 

• 19 

-8 

LLWLL 

18 Okfoam 

21 

19 

-16 

WDWLD 

19 Sheffield uw 

2t 

; 17 

-15 

WDWDL 

20 Chelsea 

A 

15 

-10 

LDLLD 

21 Southampton j 


14 

-14 

LLLLL 

22 Swindon ' 

«21 

14 

-24 

LDLDW 


Weekly change Up Stayed the same Down 


Goodison show lacks direction 


Everton.0 

Newcastle United.2 

By Russell Kempso.n 

BILL Kenwrieht. the former 
Coronation Street actor, now 
theatrical impresario and 
Everton director, has taken a 
few risks in his time, tearing 
the £200-a-week safety of the 
television soap in 1972 to 
pursue a musical career was a 
flop. Staging eight produc¬ 
tions simultaneously in the 
West End. as he is at present, 
can be deemed a success. 

Sooner rather than later, 
though. Kenwrieht. 4S, must 
deride whether to take his 
biggest gamble, on a venture 
guaranteed to produce heart¬ 
ache and minimal, if any. 
financial return: on a project 
that may satisfy a yearning yet 
prove all-consuming and ulti¬ 
mately fruitless. Should he 
bow to a life-long passion and 
seek control of the FA Carting 


Premiership club — “Every¬ 
one knows I’m a romantic 
sentimentalist That’s why I 
support Everton" — or should 
he merely retain his director¬ 
ship and offer frill backing to a 
new chairman? The plot thick¬ 
ens at Goodison Park. 

Everton are £4 million in 
debt, in the early throes of a 
boardroom takeover, have no 
permanent manager after the 
surprise departure of Howard 
Kendall two weeks ago, and 
lie in fifteenth place in the 
Premiership. The players are 
running scared, unsure of 
trying anything too daring on 
the pitch and uncertain over 
whether their faces will fir 
when Joe Rpyle. Bobby Rob¬ 
son or Mr Blobby moves in to 
relieve Jimmy Gabriel, the 
caretaker manager, from his 
onerous task. 

Against Newcastle United 
on Saturday. Everton at least 
competed. Smart’s industry 

and the more refined endeav¬ 
ours of Barlow kept them in 


the hunt for long periods. Had 
not Hooper, the Newcastle 
goalkeeper, been in such ath¬ 
letic form, they would have 
substantially improved their 
meagre record of only three 
goals in eight games. 

Yet Newcastle, surging for¬ 
ward as swiftly as Everton 
slide backwards, now have the 
experience to complement exu¬ 
berance. Kerin Keegan's fre¬ 
quently aJFEnglish XI. roared 
on bv foe Tyneside hordes, has 
matured at a rate that defies 
rational explanation. What 
began as an awe-inspiring 
apprenticeship in August, a 
horror-laden journey into the 
unknown, has developed into 
an exhilarating crusade. The 
ability was already there, but 
Kevin Keegan has instilled 
confidence and belief into 
receptive minds. Even a hint 
of arrogance, a hallmark of 
great conquerors past and 
present, was evident on 

Saturday. 

Haring Cole, a prolific scor¬ 


er of goals, helps, too. He 
dispatched his 24th of foe 
season with a whiplash of a 
right-foot shot in the four¬ 
teenth minute. Beardsley is 
also enjoying the prime of his 
life, a month short of his 53rd 
birthday, and he twisted 
S nod in and Watson inside out 
before adding Newcastle's sec¬ 
ond in the last quarter. "I 
would pay to watch him in 
training." Gabriel said. “He* 
that good." 

Everton will not find it easy 
to enjoy Christmas, with so 
many matters unresolved, and 
they then face awkward 
games against Sheffield Wed¬ 
nesday and Blackburn Ro¬ 
vers. As Kenwright also 
ponders his future, the show 
must g o on. 

EVERTON tUfl N SouUufl - M 
JJCteon. O Watson. I SncxUn. G ABett — G 
Stuan. M Kid J Ettxcti. R Mtareycha (BUD. 
P Rodasavifow:. 55mm) — S Bartow. A 
Cottrc 

NEWCASTLE UNITED t*4-2)- M Hoapor 
- BWnm s Harm/. jBera&fortteub R 
EBoB. 77) — R Ltv. P BracrwH, L CW. S 
Salta r? — A Cam. P BoanSstoy 
Retereo. M Bodenmm 


Naive Norwich rue getting involved 


Ipswich Town.2 

Norwich City..1 

B* Keith Pike 

NORWICH City have made 
5Uch an impact in the last IS 
months it is easy to forge: foa: 
ihe>’ are still somewhere near 
foe beginning of the learning 
curve. Growing up in public 
as they discovered again on 
Saturday, can be chastening. 

It is not only their attractive 
playing style That has en¬ 
deared Norwich to so many 
people. The conduct of their 
manager and supporters, the 
helpfulness of their matefrday 
staff: all these things are 
important, loo. Here. foe;, 
have also scored heavily. 
Above all. discipline on die 


field has been exemplary. 
They might pass you to death 
but they will not kick you. 

When the innocence that is 
pan of their charm borders on 
nsivity. though, ir can prove 
costly. The yellow cards that 
depriv ed them of the backbone 
of their team for the second lea 
of their Uefa Cup tie against 
Internationale were as'deri¬ 
sive as Bergkamp's coals. At 
Poriman Road. Norwich were 
drawn into conflict by forir 
East Anglian neighbours and * 
suffered as a consequence. 

To play as Norwich do — 
pass the ball short, control it, 
lay it off. move into space — 
requires not only skill but total 
concentration. No matter haw 
talented, a {flayer cannoi be 
focused on foe finer points of 
the game if he is worrying 


where foe nexl tackle is com¬ 
ing from or. indeed, whether 
he should put in a foot himself, 
The Tone was set in the first 
force minutes, in which Palm¬ 
er was cautioned for tramp¬ 
ling into the back of Mcgson 
for a second time, and Nor¬ 
wich allowed themselves to be 
dragged down to Ipswich's 
level. Youds and Whelan, of 
Ipswich. Woodthorpe and Sut- 
wn: of Norwich, joined Palm¬ 
er in Mike Reed’S notebook, 
foe referee often appearing 
intent on punishing the trivial 
while ignoring the blatant 
When a red card was pro¬ 
duced, it was on (he advice of a 
linesman. Power, on the field 
for just seven minutes, was 
guilty of a late challenge on 
Whelan as the defender at¬ 
tempted to deaf, although 


television evidence suggested 
a caution would have sufficed. 

Power's dismissal came 
with three minutes to go and 
was followed in stoppage time 
by the Ipswich winner. 
Megson heading Stockmen* 
comer past his own goalkeep¬ 
er, It was more loan they 
deserved. Norwich, haring 
cancelled out Wark’s penalty 
through Bowen’s volley, lost 
not only more ground in the 
FA Carling Premiership but 
also some of foe glass from 
their reputation. 

IPSWICH TOWN a-e-IV c Ft*nr»S - 0 
Lrejtnn. J Itok [sab B Gmnktmv. 

P Whrtan— M ShxawB. K rnr*. 
G VWkrro CftitaKf. NTteatKon. Hum 
- CKawmya 

NORWICH CITY U Gijnr, — | 

Cjlwjfiauw?— R NtMRisn I C 

WoxSNype —T? Fe«. 0 Mra-w D Smim. 
M Beam — C Stflfcn. K ftnhi Ituo L 
Pwnr. e)3i , _ 
ftetooo. M Rrvd. 


Dreyer completes 
Luton’s recovery 


Watford.2 

Luton Town.2 

By Keith Pike 


THESE are difficult times for 
two small-town dubs whose 
flirtations with the big-city 
boys are now a fading memo¬ 
ry, but yesterday, probably to 
the surprise of those who had 
delayed their dinners to go to 
Vicarage Road, they served 
up an appetising aperitif. 

With the teams starting foe 
day in the bottom three of the 
Endsleigh Insurance League 
first division, a gusting wind 
and a heavy pitch, it had 
threatened to be a dire en¬ 
counter. Instead, it nearly 
became Dyer's afternoon, the 
forward scoring the goals that 
gave Watford a 2-0 lead. 

Luton, though, scarcely de¬ 
served to lose, and a fine 
second-half recovery was 
completed by a penalty five 
minutes from time and a 
splendid save by Sommer to 
thwart Dyer in the last sec¬ 
onds of the match. The point 
takes diem out of the relega¬ 
tion zone, and although Wat¬ 
ford are still in it they will 
have taken encouragement 
from this performance. 

Glenn Koeder’s team lost 2- 
1 at Kenilworth Road on foe 
opening day of the season 
atier having two men sent off 
and when the tally of dismiss¬ 
al readied seven by fo c end 
of October. Watford were 
heading for trouble 

Boeder, who met the FA on 
Friday for an informal discus¬ 
sion about Watford's conduct 
record, had already promised 
they would dean up foeir ad 
and his team has responded. 

Z"5 ,P rcvl ? us seven games 
had brought only two book, 
mgs and. although Hesse* 
thaler and Lavin were 
cautioned yesterday. Watford 
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gave Vic Callow, the referee, a 
reasonably quiet afternoon. 

A run of one point out of 24 
had seem Watford slide from 
eighth to 23rd in the table, and 
they looked predictably short 
of confidence in the early 
stages. It was against the run 
of play when they took the 
lead. Furlong releasing Dyer 
and foe teenager showing, 
admirable composure to de¬ 
feat the advancing Sommer. 

Even then Luton continued 
to look the more impressive 
side until a dreadful blunder 
by Sommer, who took his eye 
off foe ball when Furlong 
headed on. gifted Dyer his 
second goal Thereafter Wat¬ 
ford played, in spells, as wdl 
as they have all season. 

Luton refused to buckle. 
During their early period of 
dominance they had been 
denied on several occasions 
by the agility of Digwced, the 
goalkeeper Watford took on i 
loan from Wimbledon last 
week, and three minutes after 
haiwtme capitalised on 
Holdsworth's error to halve 
the deficit, Dixon teeing up 
Preece for a well taken half- 
volley. 

"Hie same combination 
should have brought an 
equaliser, Preece failing to 
convert from within the six- 
yard box and when Digweed 
sfack out a leg to block 
Dreycr’s sboL it seemed that 
uiton had missed their 
Jance. Dreyer, though, was 
then given a chance from the ; 
Penalty spot when McCarthy, 
deceived by foe bounce. han- V 
oied a cross by Houghton^/"’ 
and Hus time Digweed could* 
do nothing. 
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goal takes 
Palace into 
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Tranmere Rovers.0 

Crystal Palace.*"l 

By Lolise Taylor 

CHRIS Armstrong has been 
the subject of multi-million 
pound interest from Black- 
bum Rovers and Newcastle 
United. For much of yester¬ 
day’s desperately disappoint¬ 
ing Endsieigh Insurance 
League first division match at 
Prenton Park, the striker bare¬ 
ly looked worth six figures. 

But then, midway through 
the second half. Armstrong 
used his phenomenal speed to 
race away down the right and 
deliver a perfect pass to the 
feet of Paul Williams. His co- 
striker proved equal to the 
opening, squeezing an unstop¬ 
pable shot just inside Nixon’s 
near post. Palace had pinched 
three points they barely de¬ 
served and Armstrong had 
made die vital goal. 

Although, near the end. 



Armstrong: quicksilver 

Armstrong hit the bar with a 
header, the centre forward 
had directed all earlier efforts 
woefully off target. 

But although Tranmere did 
all the attacking there was 
always the feeling that Aim- 
strong's pace might undo 
diem. 

Organised as Tranmere’s 
defence generally was. it was 
left on the starting blocks 
when he made ther-goaL Ah 
Armstrong off day it may have 
been, but a Palace victory is 
always possible when he pulls 
the No 9 shirt over his 
head. 

Yesterday his presence was 
enough to put Palace top of die 
division, level an points with 
Tranmere but having scored 
more goals. 

Tranmere seemed sure to 
stay outright leaders at half¬ 
time. At that point Malkin 
could have had a hat-trick. He 
saw one chance disappear 
when Martyn advanced off his 


Ime to block, a second hy 
Gordon's saving tackle and 
the third due to his own 
hesitancy m front of goal. 
More chances came and went 
after the break but poor Mal¬ 
kin became evermore inhibit¬ 
ed. always freezing at the vital 
moment 

Such scorer’s block proved a 
Messing for palace. That ini¬ 
tial stop apart Martyn did not 
always took an England goal¬ 
keeper and Young was twice 
tailed upon to clear off the 
line. Equally important 
Young also used his intimidat¬ 
ing presence to keep Aldridge 
uncommonly quiet The 
Tranmere centre forward had 
only two realistic chances, the 
best when Martyn plunged to 
smother the ball at hisfeeL 
Bui there is new: much soul 
about Palace's football. Few, if 
any. neutrals would pay to 
watch them. Muscularity arid 
strong running are no substi¬ 
tute for decent passing. 

And the less said about 
Sal alto's crossing the belter. 
Over-hitting centres and 
lofting hopeful high balls into 
the area are hardly the hall¬ 
mark of an England winger. 

In mitigation, Salako, like 
Nevin and Morrissey, was 
not helped by a stiff, swirling 
wind and bumpy pitch. Or a 
paltry crowd of 7.011. 

In his programme notes 
John King, die Tranmere 
manager, wrote: “There are 
times when I really wonder if 
the Wirral wants a football 
dub. With our gales there is 
always pressure to sell.* 

TTiat was a reference to the 
£750.000 transfer of Steve 
Vickers, a central defender 
who might have marked Arm¬ 
strong and just might have 
prevented his decisive 60yard 
run. to Middlesbrough earlier 
this month. It also explains 
why rumours that Pact John¬ 
son. the Tranmere chairman, 
may buy control at Everton 
are rife on Merseyside. 

Everton badly need a centre 
forward. Maybe Johnson 
should, present a takeover 
package inducting the acquisi¬ 
tion ofArmstrong. ;•> 

Eyebrows were raised when 
Palace paid El mlllkm for him 
last season only a year after he 
had cost MOhvall £75,000 
from Wrexham. The London¬ 
ers could soon receive treble, if 
not quadruple, their invest¬ 
ment for his services. 

TOAKWEHE BOWERS (4-4-ZV. E Ntan — 

Q BrarrmDHtatns. SC^mofl, I Notan— 
suE 5 Mungal 74n»u. M 
S Braneh74),Klrons. PNeito 
, CMatto. 

CRYSTAL PALACE N Martyn — R 
Share. E Yam C Cotamen, D Garaon—G 
Scutate, R Bowy, R Newman, J Satafco 
( suh: 3 Rodger 7P) — C Armstrong. P 
WWW- 

Referee: D AEgotl 


Brady, the new Brighton manager, in vociferous mood as be watches his team lose to Bradford 

Brady faces up to grim reality 


Brighton.0 

Bradford City.„..1 

By Andrew Longmore 

HOWEVER horrible Liam 
Brady thought die culture 
shock might be. the reality 
was worse. As the drizzle 
swirled round the Goldstooe 
Ground and Brighton slid to 
their fourth home defeat of 
the season, the question you 
really wanted to ask was: 
“Whafs a nice player like you 
doing in a place like, this?" 
.The Irishman- has probably 
never seen footbaD played as 
badty as this, never even 
believed it could be. 

Afterwards. Brady dutebed 
vainly at the euphemisms of 
the straggling lower division 
manager — '‘encouraging... 
got all the commitment I 
asked for ... no breaks ... 
straggling team but 

having ended the truth, he 
needed little persuasion to 
voice his real thoughts. 

“There is an awful lot 
wrong with this dub. It's a 
mess. There is an apathy and 


a resignation about the place 
which has to be got rid o£ The 
whole dub needs sprucing up. 
But ifs a challenge and with 
the commitment of the board, 
the players and the support¬ 
ers, weU get there.'* It would 
have been more appropriate 
had bis tie featured flying 
pigs, rather ‘ than white 
elephants. 

Some challenge. On Satur¬ 
day. the Brighton team fea¬ 
tured a centre half playing at 
centre forward and seven 
players still waiting to be paid 
sfgning-on fees and showed 
such a dearth of talent that 
Brady must be tempted to don 
his boots once more. He is. - 
after all only 37. marginally 
younger than his former 
Arsenal accomplice and fel¬ 
low Dubliner. Frank 
Stapleton, the manager of 
Bradford, who is still leading 
the attack. “Just filling in," as 
he modestly put it 

Stapleton looked mildly 
embarrassed to be caught 
pubfidy in possession of his 
own side, who have long since 
compromised their principles 
in fitvour of route one and bad 


to rely for victory on a late 
penalty, converted by Gaiy 
W BKams. Stapleton has been 
In charge for two years and 
offered Brady the benefit of 
his experience when they 
chatted before the match. 

“His biggest problem will 
be learning to be patient," 
Stapleton said. "You can ask 
these players to do something 
and they cant do it The next 
week, they start doing it and 
you think'Great, we're getting 
somewhere’. Then, the week 
after, they go bade to what 
they were doing before" 

So why on earth did 
Stapleton think his colleague 
had decided to sink so low? 
“His love and passion for 
football. He still wants to be 
involved and he’s got some¬ 
thing to prove as a manager.” 

At least Brady won his first 
battle, against the delights of 
the local shopping centre A 
sense of curiosity attracted 
(L535, Brighton’s biggest 
home gate of the season, but 
not many will return unless 
Brady can persuade Greg 
Stanley, the chairman, and 
David Beflotti, the chief exec¬ 


utive, to pay off an remaining 
debts so that the transfer 
embargo imposed by the 
League can be lifted. 

Even then, Brady’s record 
in the transfer market in his 
forlorn two years at Celtic, 
when he signed, among oth¬ 
ers, Tony Mowbray, Stuart 
Slater, Tony Cascarino and 
Gary Gillespie, hardly in¬ 
spires confidence in his ability 
to spot hidden talent 

Brady never came to terms 
with the peculiar passions of 
Scottish footbalL once horrify¬ 
ing the Parkbead faithful by 
suggesting that-defeat by Air¬ 
drie was "acceptable**. At least 
defeat by anyone is acceptable 
at Brighton these days. May^ 
be that is what has attracted 
Brady to the south coast But 
be seems certain to find out 
tbe hard way that as 
Stapleton said, “you have to 
be a bit barmy to do this". 

BRIGHTON M-*-2>:NRua—SMxxfey.P 
McCarthy, S Foster, C Petee — M Edreads 
(sub: D Simmonds. 78mbi), D M u nson, R 
Cottar, i Chapman — K Nogan, N Bteeett- 
BRADFORD CITY (4-^2). I Bowtng — 0 
Vffltams. 0 Otar. D Rfctwaa, L Swum -l 
Dudwy. Q Robson (sub: P Showier. SO), P 
Reid — N Tofcson. F Stapleton (sU>: C 
Hoyle, 90). 

Referee: PAlcock. 
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Fear of drop 
might force 
Mercer’s hand 


YOU could never accuse Joe 
Jordan of courting populari¬ 
ty. When Hearts sacked 
their stem manager during 
die summer, however, there 
was erne acute observer who 
mourned his passing. “Just 
wait and see where we are at 
Christmas.” be growled. 

To do so you will have to 
lower your eyes. A 1-0 defeat 
by Raith Rovers on Saturday 
tugged Hearts deeper into 
trouble in the depths of the 
table. 

Rebellion is becoming rou¬ 
tine among the fens. For the 
second successive match, a 
pack of them drifted off the 
terracing and reassembled 
to protest outside the stand. 

The chants denounced 
Sandy Clark, the manager, 
and Wallace Mercer, the 
chairman. Blame will al¬ 
ways overflow the pitch and 
flood the dugoin. 

Clark can hardly evade 
responsibility-' He fielded 
five internationals on Satur¬ 
day, but his team have still 
won only once in the last 16 
games. 

In such circumstances, 
managers squirm and twist 
until each decision starts to 
contradict another. 

A fee of £150,000. it was 
said, was too much for 
Tommy Coyne, but Mother- 
well negotiated the price 
down to just over £ 100.000 
and die striker has now 
scored five times in three 
games. 

Hearts preferred to take 
Maurice Johnston on a free 
transfer from Everton and 
pay him a rumoured £3.000- 
a-week- He is industrious 
and the first touch remains 
authoritative, but effective¬ 
ness has ebbed out of his 
game. Since arriving in early 
November. Johnston has 
scored only twice. 

Another signing, Justin 
Fashanu, cannot get into the 
team at alL Jim Weir, pur¬ 
chased as a centre back, is 
now an uneasy full back. Et 
cetera, et cetera. Yet it would 
be wrong purely to niggle 
one’s way through auk's 
record. The club has knottier 
problems. 

The last trophy they col¬ 
lected was the League Cup of 
1962. When there is no joy to 
be recalled people must 
make do with poignant fail¬ 
ures. Supporters are apt to 
reconstruct the events of 1986 
when Hearts threatened, but 
failed to win the double. 

That was the peak of the 
Mercer era. The team may 
may not have been refined, 
but there was a gusto which 
could overpower sophisti¬ 
cates. Harsh passions in a 
primitive stadium gave an 
elemental feel to football at 
TVnecastie. In the summer of 
1986, though. Scottish foot¬ 


ball was to undergo a pro¬ 
found change. 

Rangers, with Graeme 
Souness as manager and 
millions to spend, upped the 
ante. In trying io frame a 
response. Hearts have slith¬ 
ered into difficulty. For Mer¬ 
cer. as with so many who 
prospered in the 19S0s'prop¬ 
erty boom, these have also 
been difficult years. He has 
now decamped to live in 
France. 

Mercer’s time is over. The 
absentee landlord himself 
protests that he is eager to 
sell his 75 per cent stake in 
the dub. Nonetheless, critics 
believe he is prone to unreal¬ 
istic negotiations. Mercer re¬ 
jected a El.Sm bid for a 
holding he is thought to have 
paid £300.000 for in 1981. 

Yesterday, the “Hands off 
Tynecasile" protest group 
called on the other Hearts 
directors to distance them¬ 
selves from Mercer. Unless 
action is taken, fens wifi 
continue to detach them¬ 
selves from the dub. There 
was a slim attendance of 
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6J27 on Saturday. Disaffec¬ 
tion could make it impossi¬ 
ble for Hearts to go ahead 
with the ground develop¬ 
ment required for next sea¬ 
son. A single new stand will 
cost £Z5m with the Football 
Trust providing half of foal 
sum. A dever scheme, which 
offers genuine benefits to 
fens, has raised just 
£180,000 so far. ■ 

The only merriment con¬ 
cerning Hearts is gallows 
humour. One jest says that 
relegation is a masterly fi¬ 
nancial strategy; those in tire 
First Division do not have to 
implement the Taylor report 
by 1994. In fed, tile fear of 
taking that drop could break 
the deadlock at Tynecastle. 

As the team flounders, the 
value of a debt-ridden dub is 
dropping by the day. The 
chairman wall surely come to 
an agreement with potential 
buyers while there is still an 
asset left to seU. 

Whatever mistakes he has 
made. Mercer cannot entire¬ 
ly have forgotten the art of 
foe deal 
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3 3 4 14 IB 
3 3 4 9 13 

2 2 8 9 13 

3 2 5 10 12 
1 5 4 7 12 
1 1 ( 10 It 


AMY 

W D L F A 
« 2 2 24 13 
4 4 2 11 18 
4 2 4 ID 18 

4 2 4 M 14 

5 1 4 10 11 
2 2 B 13 2B 

2 2 8 9 15 
4 1 5 17 22 

3 4 3 12 If 
3 5 3 1 1 

3 3 4 13 II 

4 2 4 11 12 
1 3 B 7 IB 
3 3 4 15 19 
3 2 S 10 IS 
1 4 S 7 21 
1 2 7 7 20 

1 8 3 12 18 

2 3 5 12 18 

2 3 5 10 15 

3 1 6 12 18 

1 3 7 8 17 

2 2 8 10 21 
1 2 7 12 30 


Third (BvMon 

CHSTRRD p> 3 6LLNBHAM (1) 2 
Lae 13 Most 75 UtafcUito26 

A Merits BG Fontar7D 

2J48 

KmtaFTOM (0) 0 BURY (0) 1 

13S9 ftfltw55 

Sent off- Mange <Bu# « 

ROCHDLE (0) 0 DRUN0TN (0) 0 

3 7fK 

SCRBR0UGH (0) 0 HffiEHffl |l) 1 

1 JDS HCMseni 

SCJfIHRPE (0) 1 MGAN (0) 0 

CarnWafli 75 2873 

Sant oft Ronnie (VWganJ 36 
TORQUAY (0) 0 WALSALL (0) 1 

2,754 Ktase55 

WYCOMBE (2] 2 CARLBLE (DJ 0 

Eons 14 Ryan 20 5.044 



HOME 

PWDL FA 

is o i o a ii 

10 7 1 2 28 14 
19 5 2 2 12 8 
19 4 3 3 18 12 
19 5 2 2 17 11 
10 3 4 2 12 11 

19 5 a i ii a 
19 5 3 2 16 6 
19 8 2 1 20 9 
19 2 7 1 17 15 

18 9 1 3 16 11 

19 5 1 3 IB 13 
19 & 1 3 12 12 
18 4 I 3 14 15 

18 0 1 3 22 11 

19 3 3 3 16 13 
19 4 4 2 15 11 

18 3 1 5 17 17 

19 2 0 T 9 16 
19 2 2 5 17 21 
19 3 3 4 15 14 
19 2 3 4 10 It 


AWAY 

WOLF 

a a 3 is 
4 2 3 20 
8 0 4 23 
6 2 10 

4 8 1 17 

5 2 3 19 
3 3 4 0 

3 2 4 14 

2 2 B 10 

4 2 3 15 

2 1 5 10 

3 7 8 0 

2 4 4 12 

3 2 4 15 

1 1 6 13 

2 4 4 9 
12 0 9 

2 2 5 11 

3 3 4 It 
2 2 6 9 
0 3 6 7 
0 t 8 6 


a Pb 

16 40 


is a 

14 27 
20 26 

15 20 
19 ZB 
18 25 

a a 

o a 

17 21 

a is 

IB 18 

18 18 

16 15 
« 11 


vtSton:C7TDrtw2BGhopAucWBfld5:Co*(»ynBay2 
Barrow 3; LeeK3Knowsfey LM2: Marne 1 BuMon 
0; Winston 1 Boston 0. Ftot dMston: Attaton 2 
LtaGstey 3; Grama 1 Harrogate 1; Lancaster 2 
Eflsumd 1. Postponed: O aa m arf on v 
Spemymoor Cone-Won v Barfcer Bridge: 
&t£8l8y V Kstwood ctwlenge Gup: Second 
round Astton S Ftaetay Qty 2. 

SOUTH EAST COUNTES LEAGUE f tat dh 
vtaton: Ctetaea 1 OfanghSTj 0: MtooB 1 OPR 6; 
Noneich 2 Chariton i: Southend 2 Fulham 5: West 
Hem 4 Leyton Orient 2. Postponed: Cambridge 
Uld v Ipsnfcte ftartsmoueh v Wadord: Tot ay tam v 
Areenal Second dMMon: Colchester 2 Bristol C2y 
1; Crystal Pataoel Luton i Swtodon 4 Brighton Q. 
Postponed: Bormamouth v Tottenham; Bnetol 
Rovers v QxJord Utd; Reading v VAmDIedon: 
Sautanpton v Brantati. 

NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE Pre- 
mfer dMston: AsWtetd UU l Denaby 0; Eccteshtf 
2 PWaifing 3: HucfenaO 3 Brin 5; Lincoln Ud 1 
Osset) Aran 1; North FtaritylM 1 TTraddey 2: 
Osset! 3 Ltueesadge V, Pometrad 1 
QasstouMcn 2; Shelflald 4 Matey MW 0. 
AWanon 2 Betper 2 

GREAT MLLS LEAGUE Premier Atotort 
Btatad 4 Wosfljrey 3; Ceta2 Twnon 4; Frame 3 
MangotEttad 2 Mnehead 0 Sated) 2; Tontaton 
fl Etanouh a Postponed 1 Efenon v CredSon. 
Usteard v Brsal MR Odd Dow v Ch^penham. 
PaJtmuTaianri- 


Gll Vdudiad ConferanoB 

BATH (0) 0 N0RTMMCHV (0) 0 

514 

BRMSERVE p) 2 SILYBRDGE (0) 0 

Ward* 16 Harts® 1.695 

DOVER (0) 1 HALIFAX (1] 2 

iMorOti 55 (pan) Paaaraon 10 Peato 67 

3-348 

BATES® (0) 1 WDKM6 0) 1 

Iftie87 SieeiB36 

579 

KEHBW6 2 VtSJJNB ® 2 

Gotom51 D0BIW57 HoJrfen 32 {no) 

1,811 Odra* 36 {ngl 

lemnm ti) 2 wclsrd p> i 

WSaDBl3Hottan{o Rwsoy20 

425 

Sett oH: Lewis {Uer»iyt)es 
90UTHPRT (0) 1 XDORUMSTR fD) 1 
Onto 73 

1,739 

STAffCK) (0) 0 SLDUW (0) 0 

671 

TBfORD (tJ) 0 EMSAHDR (D1 0 

647 


WITTOH 

856 


(0) 0 ALTRNCHM ftQ 1 
Tarry 80 


3 

4 Dover 

5 

8 Mie_ 

7 StaSnnt— 

6 

9Bta 

10 
11 

IZBransanw 
iSMacdrateK 
14 Dm S Red 
lSHtoto— 
16 Saratead. 

i7teo*»- 

iSSartwtoh- 
19 MOM — 
20Afatotora, 
zitafeWfet 

22 Tatort— 


HOW 

PWDL FA 
20 7 2 1 14 3 

20 5 5 1 17 12 

18 4 5 0 9 4 

19 7 1 2 17 7 

21 6 1 3 16 12 

17 4 2 3 9 7 

20 6 2 3 2D 13 

18 6 2 2 10 12 

19 3 4 4 19 14 

20 4 6 0 15 6 
IB 6 1 2 21 13 
16 2 4 2 14 11 
19 4 2 4 16 14 
16 4 3 0 15 7 

16 2 5 1 14 6 

17 2 4 1 9 6 

19 4 Z 4 16 12 

16 2 5 1 8 7 

20 3 4 3 12 12 

17 2 3 3 6 9 
15 1 3 a B 10 
17 1 5 2 8 10 


HentarZpoHSdedKiatf 


AWAY 
W D L F 

3 2 5 13 
! 2 3 14 

4 3 2 10 

2 1 6 B 
16 4 4 

3 4 1 11 
14 4 9 
14 3 7 

3 4 1 11 

2 4 4 13 
0 6 3 10 

4 1 3 13 

3 0 6 10 

14 4 5 

2 4 4 16 

3 2 5 12 

1 4 4 10 

2 4 4 7 
13 6 4 
2 2 5 6 

15 2 7 
12 8 5 


A to 
18 34 
13 34 

5 32 
15 SB 
10 28 
7 27 

15 Z7 

15 27. 

6 2B 

16 2B 

16 25 

15 23 
20 23 
12 22 
22 21 

16 21 

17 21 
16 21 
13 19 
10 17 

B 14 

18 13 


JEWSON FOOTBALL LEAGUE: Premier d- 
vtatorc Comsd 1 Hfctwcn O; fttanftam 0 
CtaOBris 1 : Fetatowe 4 hfiston 0 : Om Yatmojtti 
4 Sohem 0. Lowestfi i Stawy Wanderers 3: 
March 0 Wtarfom 1 : NewrtBttot 4 Goriaston 1; 
Nonwtfi Utd 2 Sowmartet 5; Wawn 1 HevertVi 1 
PA VASE Third round: RadcBRe Borcugfi 2 
Yoriotws Ame O. Replay: rtnddey 2 (fa Wetemg 
1 . 

KOMCA LEAGUE OF WALES: ASan Udo 3 
HrawtadMea 3; Cowy 1 Bangor 0. Cwmbren 3 
Briton 1: Hcimcl D Uansantftad ft Inter Caidfl 1 
Ton Perm 3: uoosto g fWc 7 AtayawyOi 2 
Porthmadog 0 Newtown 1. Po6toono± Cacron v 
FiPt 

AUERtOHr BfTTBt WELSH CUP: Frourtli 
round: Ebtor Wale 1 Conch's Quay 1. 
SAffiNOFF WSH LEAGUE Baflyrrsna 0 Nevwy 
0; Banaor 4 Bahdare 2; Crusedere 3 Gtertoran Z 
DsSterv i Cotarata 2; Gtanauan 0 CKWWfc 1: 


Scottish League 
Premier dvUon 

ABStDBM (1) 3 KLMRNCX 
WU839SJ«aH57 SHffnflM 

BdHtfsoaSB 9500 

Sereo/f- WStamson (W89 


cane 

MeStay 73 

DUNDS 

«SK 1 B 

4.837 

HEARTS 

6277 

PAR7EX 

Mo30 

STJ0HNSTNE 

10056 


(0i 1 

P) 


P) 


HOW 

PWDL 

1 Atentoo- a 8 4 

2 Ranges.— a 5 

auonem a 6 

4CSDC.— a o 
5Kbeifco_ a 0 
eoaodnuu a 3 
TKtoamk a 3 

spared_a 5 

B Hearts— a 4 

loajtfnsB a 4 

11 Re® — a 2 


HBTOBAN 

16,793 

I UTHPWU. 

Coyne 74 (pen) 

0 RAITH 
Stetalr a 
1 DUMDQEU 
4258 

0 RANBSIS 
HO# 14.20 
Stereo 51 Duis 78 

AWAY 

WOLF 

1 7 3 10 
6 5 1 19 
8 2 4 17 
3 5 3 15 
3 4 5 14 

3 

4 
1 
1 
1 

2 


F A 
0 21 5 
4 17 15 
2 15 9 

1 13 4 

2 15 10 
1 12 10 
2 10 0 

3 15 11 

4 13 13 

5 15 18 
3 13 18 


12 onto— a 3 4 5 14 16 1 


5 4 12 

4 4 11 

5 5 13 
5 5 3 
5 5 4 
4 6 12 
010 8 


V» 1 

( 0 ) 0 
P> 3 

(1) 1 
(0) 0 
(21 A 


A Pte 
13 to 
9 a 

is a 

13 a 

17 25 

14 24 
12 H 
19 21 
9 19 
12 IB 
21 18 
19 12 


Lame 4 Ante i: Urfieto 2 Ponadown 2. Omagh 3 
Cantata. 

BORD GAJS LEAGUE OF IRELAND: Premier 
dMston: Cortt Cay 3 Lsnartcfc 0: Galway Utd 1 
SheBxwrwl;LtoiWranUid2CobhRantolenil; 
St Patrick's AthtaUe OIDundafc K Drogheda Utd 0 
DonyCify 1 

SOUTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE: Che9ov 
hOTgWyTxxto&YooWTCtalM 3. Tto^xined: 
Exalte v Tonw PiymcuO) v Smnsee. 

OLD BOYS LEW3UE: Premier dMston: Cental 
Mamng 1 Gfyn 5: Old Tereortan& 1 Old 
Atoysons 2 Old Tiftewns 0 Otd Hemptoniers 1 : 
Chertsey 0 Old Meadontara 4 . Sartor 041 : Old 
(gnemans 1 Old CKgvretaane 3: Phoenta 1 Otd 

Ftomaenens 0 (aee). 

SOUTHERN OLYMPIAN LEAGUE: FtmcBiitaton: 

M4 HS Vtasge 2 Old FrcHetane V. OU BeaSctaere 

2 Paridield 5. 9 Mary’s Cotoge 1 Wtodswonh 
Borough 3. Wtan 1 Ofa Gransnertans 2 Second 
tSwsion: Etaing Assoaanan 3 Dunconta Sports 
6 ; Old FatafshG 2 Southgate County 1; Old 

Mondrians 0 UCL Academcata ft Ulysses 0 

PoUjfijons 0. 

AR1HUIUN LEAGUE Aritur Own Cup: Cmhu- 
stars 3 AXfertnmanB 2 -. Mafeeniais 2 
Hafeytuara 0: WXtaane 1 BradfieUtans 2. 
Prambr dMston; Brentvroods 5 Chohnetatais 2 
FtaprortaneO Landng 3. 

8 ELGILM Molenbeek 1 Eteren 3; Genic 0 
Osttate4.Sesaro2StaidardLj9gB2;Ar«weroO 
Anderfecht 0 . Berercn 3 Ostend 3- 
HOLLAND: Maastocht 1 W S Tfcurg 0: PSV 1 
Grcmigen i, Vardo 0 T Enochade 0 
FRANCE: Angers 2 Au>ane£ Caen 4 Mantguasl: 
UBe 1 COTwd.Mwaate 3 Names V. Metz Q Lyon 
1 : Morepetaer 0 Lew D; Sdchaut 1 Parc Si 
German 2 Si Euenne 0 Le Ham 0: Slisstxug 1 
ToukusaO. 

PORTUGAL Benfics 2 Sporting 1 

SPAIN: SevtiB 1 Aittotc BSbeo 1 Sunday. 


/-ITT-V 


V-4i 

-Z':. I J'-i'r 

::‘ --Z -■ .1 i. f . i/ «' ^i-- 


1 

2 

a 

4 

IT 

a 

7 

a 

9 

10 

11 

“*- 

13 

13 

14 


16 

17 

10 

19 

20 

21 22 23 

24 

25 as 

B 

SB 

3) 

“1 

30 

31 

r 

33 

34 

35 

30 

37 

30 

39 

40 

41 

42 

O 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 

a 

51 

52 

S3 

54 

55 

SO 

B7 

SO 

r» 

3 

lb 

lb 

t» 

ib 

2b 


?* 

3 


1b 

3 

1» 


b 

1 


1 

i 

4f 

i 

1»|1H 

1 

rv, 

2 

□ 

3 


ib 

3 

2 


m 

j 

1b 

d 

lb 

ib 

rb 

d 

ib 

ib 

it 

d 

IK 

ib 

□ 

ib 

d 

lb 

lb 

lb 

IK 

1b 


FORECAST: Tdephona dates rarjJred far 23pfe: dridend foecasl fe vay good Ita some rrtnor tfridondg may be cfincetad wtai ah, factoot ckau. six score draws and #w ockoob (tans. 


Find division 

ARDRE (I) 3 

Krtwoofl W (pen) 

Ferguson 89Da«5mi90 

AYR (8| 0 

1.878 

DUMBARTON (2) 3 

MeMo 35 

Mooney 41.59 (pen) 
DNFRMLNE (2) 4 

Ftendi 3.30.85 
Petrie 88 

HAMLTDN (1] 1 

Hrtris 32 (ng) 

MORTON (0) 0 

92S 


CLYDE 
McConnell 32 
Tflnw 63 (pen) 


PI 2 


fVUJORK 

we*68.Cad«to72 
Orintafi 78 

BRECHta (0) 1 

Bland 61 

489 

STIflRRSf 111 2 

HmtB 43 McLsooMn 83 
5J68 
CLVDfflK 
1202 

STIRLING OR 1 

tours 76 


10) 3 


(D) 0 


HOME 

PWDL FA 
1 Drafcmant 2310 0 2 40 12 
2AWrte_ 23 7 4 1 21 11 

lUtt _ 21 6 2 2 17 12 

4Ctytoaok. 23 8 3 2 18 14 
5 Hartaoa— 22 7 2 2 22 10 
eaUkrai- 22 4 1 5 9 II 
7 Store— 22 5 * 3 15 15 

Ihy - 23 3 4 5 10 19 

9 Dunbanon 23 4 3 5 17 18 

lOOyfe- 23 4 I 5 II 12 

11 Menu 22 2 5 5 11 16 

12Brecteu~ 23 3 1 7 9 20 


Second dMston 


AWAY 

WOLF 

5 3 3 18 
7 1 3 19 

6 4 1 21 
5 3 4 19 
2 4 S 11 
5 4 3 19 
4 1 8 12 
4 3 4 9 
4 1 6 13 
1 2 9 10 
1 3 6 10 
0 111 6 


ALLOA 

McCwmick73 


(01 1 ALBUM 
Comil 


A PB 
10 33 

10 33 
6 30 

11 28 

22 24 
17 23 
19 22 
13 21 
16 20 
25 14 
22 14 
27 8 


W 1 


EAST FIFE p) 1 BERWICK 10) 1 

Sort 22 SeooBS 

756 

EStlRlJNB (0) 0 STTMSaUR (0) 2 

776 IMne47SwD3n7fl 

FORFAR pi 4 QUEEN’S P (0) Q 

Wfa*43(pen)HBdift78 472 
KqpalBl LfflsSO 

UENNTBHC (D) 1 CWONBEATH (0) 1 

RuBwtad 72 Cafldgtwi57 

218 

QNDFSTK W B ARBROATH ffl 0 

Bfjra 6.9. TO. 56 401 

Uettato 40 Unreal 60 

HOK AWAY 

PWDL FAWDL F t fa 

1 Smrnr„ 18 80122 9 432 11 8 27 

2 ARE- 19 4 4 2 7 5 5 3 1 15 10 25 

SStateBsurig 5 3 1 17 7 5 0 5 12 15 23 

4Mta6nrtk. 19 4 5 1 17 11 4 1 4 12 13 22 

5Futtr— 18 4 3 4 15 13 4 2 2 14 9 21 

19 5 3 2 23 15 4 0 5 10 12 21 

700ISOBI1 19 S 0 5 26 14 3 3 3 15 13 19 

SBenrieK-., 19 4 3 2 17 10 2 4 4 12 14 19 

OttoSKfeg 19 3 1 B 15 22 3 4 2 14 14 17 

lOAiMMi- 19 3 3 3 16 18 3 1 8 7 20 IS 

11 Matrasa.. 18 3 1 4 7 9 3 2 5 18 23 15 

12 tttoi— 19 1 2 6 6 15 3 4 3 12 12 14 

13Cn>dBtn 18 0 2 7 9 17 4 3 3 15 18 13 

MOraaftP. 19 3 3 3 12 13 0 3 7 9 30 12 

To nn enta S cottish Cup 
Fhrsl round replay 

WWIEHU. (0) 0 STRAW/® ft 4 

7S0 80013,25.33,83 

Sen oft Mils (Muff) 36 

PnsljnBt Hetty «M*n 

Atoawte 3 Sporting G**i 1 ; Bontetona 1 CdtaQ: 

Zoipgcaa 1 Valencia ft Qsasune 1 Looms 
3; Rai VatodofeJ l Rsyo Vatesre 3; C 
touna Z Lsrida 0; Fteal Ortetfo 1 Ttanfc ft 
AUMco Madrid 4 ftadngsaraandwo. u 

nW-Y. Atatarta 2 Genoa v, Cremmsse 1 Udtoera 
1 ; Fbgtto 1 Tc^ft ^jrenuszptawuaft Laera 
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Witt’s art makes deep impression T ™ ( ^ h i p n py 





‘ \ V - ' 


Si mon Barnes sees 
a former champion 
take a step towards 
her Olympic dream 


W hars art got to do 
with it? Katarina 
Witt lost 64. Or if 
you prefer. 6-2. Weil, Brian, at 
the end of the day, jumps win 
matches. Funny old game, hut 
that's sport, right? 

The local girl, Tanja 
Szewczenko. 16. performed six 
triple jumps and they were all 
masterpieces of athleticism 
and precision. Witts sumptu¬ 
ous programme included but 
four triples, and two of them 
were technically flawed. 

Witt 2S, and more compd- 
lingly graceful than ever, fin¬ 
ished second in the German 
national figure skating cham¬ 
pionships in Heme this^week¬ 
end. second to a brilliant 
bouncing, jumping machine. 
Witt goes on to the European 
championships in Copenha¬ 
gen in the new year and if she 
finishes as one of the top two 
Germans, she will go on to the 
Winter Olympics in lilleham- 
mer. That is what Witt’s 
comeback to competitive skat¬ 
ing, after six years away bong 
a professional superstar, is all 
about 

The endless circular argu¬ 
ment of whether figure skating 
is art or sport was derided this 
weekend in favour of sport 
The better athlete won. 

Figure skating has a score of 
two halves and the competi¬ 
tion was won and lost with the 
marks for technical merft._ 
' Szewczenko’s coUectkffroT55s 
eclipsed Witt’s 5.4s. Naturally, 
With; marks for artistic im¬ 
pression were higher. 5.8s and 
5.9s. but were not enough. 
Szewczenko replied with 5.7s 
and a few 5-8s: game set and 
match to the teenaged leaper. 

I n point of fact. 
Szewoenko’s dance made 
absolutely no artistic im¬ 
pression on me at alt Weil, not 
beyond that of a brilliantly 
athletic teenaged girl revelling 
in her own ability and pur¬ 
pose. In fact, in the entire 
competition, every dance save 
one was a saccharine, alcohol- 
free nugarity. Artistic sights 
were set to a subterranean 
level. My own marks for 
artistic impression for the lot 
were a competition-wide nut 
points . and they were lucky to 
get that 

'% The difference between 
Witt’s performance and every¬ 
body rise's was that hers really 
did have some aspect of art. 
She said afterwards: "The best 
thing was that people told me 
they had the shivers when they 
watched my programme. It's 
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he German national figure skating championships. 


She qualified for the European championships tty finishing second. Photograph: Karl-Heuiz Kreifelts 


what I wanted." A dance to 
“Where Have All the Flowers 
Gone" sounds painfully naff, 
there is no getting away from 
it But Witt is perhaps physi¬ 
cally incapable of naffness. 
She could turn the hokey- 
cokey into an expression of 
grace and glory. 

Her costume was again 
designed to emphasise the 
difference between women 


and little girls. She shunned 
the fairy costumes and the df 
outfits and wore no glitter or 
sequins, no gauds or beads. 

She wore a knee-length, 
jawbone-high red dress that 
both dung and flowed, and 
with grace danced her dance 
of war and peace. It was 
soaring and emotional, and it 
filled the GysenberghaQe with 
shivers. To award marks for 


the artistic impression made 
by Witt's dance alongside the 
rest was like giving marks to A 
la Recherche du Temps Perdu 
and a Barbara Cartland noveL 
The judges concluded that 
Proust, at 5.9. is 0.1 of a mark 
better than Cartland, at 5.8. 

But this is a sport Sport 
must be quantifiable, sport 
must have rules and if you 
don’t like the sporting heat. 


you stay out of the Olympic 
kitchen. Witt was here of her 
own choice and she made a 
grand show of being delight¬ 
ed. “Second place was not 
important Today I realised a 
personal goal," she said, slay¬ 
ing reporters right and left 
with her scattergun smile. “It 
is important to go for your 
dreams and not to listen to 
anybody else." 


Witt’s Olympic (team lives 
otl It looks as if she wili make 
it to the JLiileftammer Gaines 
next year — but m win? 
Szewczenko was this year 
third in the European junior 
championships; with such a 
form-line, the smart punter 
sits on his wallet 
Witt seems destined, to .be* 
come a glorias Olympic side¬ 
show. to danre her dance of 
war and peace in ho- dinging 
and flowing red dress, and to 
leave all of u$ all over the 
world agreeing that ft was the 
only piece of genuine artistry 
in the competition and what a 
shame she did not get a raedaL 
But this odd pursuit of 
figure skating is a sport before 
it is an art There is one very 
dear way of learning that: to 
watch a solid afternoon of free 
pr ogramme figure skating. It 
_ became clear very early on 
that the Gysenberghalle was 
actually a theatre of cruelty. 

Woman after woman, girl 
after girl, performed her tri¬ 
ples in glitter and spangles, 
and girt after giri. woman 
after woman, feuTgot up and 
skated on. smiling through 
her humiliation. The pain was 
as. dear on those painted faces 
as it is cm the faces of 
humiliated football teams. 

I t is* a very painful busi¬ 
ness, watching this pa¬ 
rade of disasters. 
Television tends only to show 
us the world’s top skaters and 
their very occasional, dramat¬ 
ic tumbles. You somehow 
forget about the difficulty of 
the manoeuvres, the treachery 
of theslr&ce. 

But a relentless procession 
of toe hopeful and the second 
best can only be a succession 
of tumbles. Just about every 
dance routine was punctuated 
at least once by the anguished 
sighs of an audience 
sympathising with a crashing 
disaster. 

Ballet is not like that Ballet 
dancers do not perform on the 
far edge of the possible, do not 
perform on the brink of 
h umiliati on. Control is a re¬ 
quirement of most art forms 
if a dancer feB every five 
minutes, ballet would be siDy. 

But falls come literally ev¬ 
ery five minutes in an after¬ 
noon of free programme 
figure skating. The few skat¬ 
ers that landed every jump 
excited admiration, not for 
their artistry but far then- 
physical and mental compo¬ 
sure under extreme stress. It 
was a sporting, not an aesthet¬ 
ic response: 

. This is a high-risk business, 
like all sports, and Witt is 
taking a crazy risk in coming 
back. She has defied all 
p rrcM wir in returning to ath¬ 
letic standards she reached 
when she won Olympic gold 
six years ago — but that is no i 
longer good enough. Stan¬ 
dards — athletic standards — 
have moved onwards and 
upwards. Artistic standards, 
now. they are another matter. 
This weekend, they soared to 
heights they have not touched 
for six years. 

RESULT: 1, T SaBncaanto, IAZ KVWL 
3& 3. M Ktafenam. 4J5. 


Taking rugby’s revolutionary age into account 


SELDOM can rugby union have 
seen such a literary outpouring as in 
1993, with a score of books riding the 
crest of the wave created by the 
game's popularity. They are autobio¬ 
graphical, technical and historical, 
and there are even a couple of coffee- 
table offerings from Bath and 
Leicester. 

Amid a glutted market two shine 
out for a style rare in rugby's 
literature. The merit of the first 
Stephen Jones’s Endless Winter, has 
been recognised by the award of the 
William Hill sports book of the year 
prize. The other is The Great 
Number Tens by Frank Keating. 

An additional pleasure is the 
contrast in the two authors' ap¬ 
proach. Jones writes with a warmth 
and a passion that sweeps both him 
and the reader along as he charts the 
course of a year in rugby, from 
Edinburgh to invercargilL Keating’s 
style is more whimsical: he enjoys 
pursuing the country lanes rather 


than the motorways in portraying 
the game’s playmakers of the last 100 
years. 

Endless Winter describes itself as 
“the inside story of the rugby 
revolution". The revolution has tak¬ 
en more than a year to materialise 
and Jones weaves die threads togeth¬ 
er to make a compelling strand 
about a game struggling to come 
to terms with tire late twentieth 
century. 

“Inside story” is perhaps pitching 
it high, since few of us are privy to 
tile arcane debates which proliferate 
among rugby’s governing bodies; 
but Jones is angry, humorous and 
sad in turn about the vast number of 
changes which have characterised 
rugby since the inaugural World 
Cup in 1987. 

It is the author’s strength that you 
do not have to agree with him to 
recognise the huge affection he 
retains for a game which embraced 
him as a youngster in Wales and has 



never let him go. Rugby league 
receives a spectacular blast as do 
union's lawmakers, whose latest 
endeavours have brought their game 
far closer to resembling rug by 
league than they can possibly nave 
imagined. Jones takes deserved 
pride in die campaign which his 
newspaper. The Sunday Times, led 
against the new ruck-maul law. 

There have been times when 
Frank Keating has overdone die 
Dytanesque (Thomas, not Bob} ap¬ 
proach. There are only so many 
adjectives to be attached to a humble 
noun but The Great Number Tens 
does not fall into the trap. One'can 
imagine Keating chortling to himself 
as he rereads ancient histories about 
the James brothers, of Swansea, 
those “curly-headed marmosets’', or 


revelling in being the only journalist 
to hear Mark EUa unvoting his 
philosophy to coaches and teachers 
in the Malone clubhouse. 

Keating is as generous with words 
as he is to bis subjects. These, 
already the stuff of legend, are 
enhanced by an author who recog¬ 
nises the opportunity for genius to 
assert itself even within the frame¬ 
work of a complex team game. Here, 
too. is affection and appreciation by 
rivals. Cliff Morgan calls Jack Kyle 
“file loveliest of players, the loveliest 
of men". 

Perhaps the best of the autobiogra¬ 
phies is Straight from the Hart. 
Paul Thomas’s account of the career 
and philosophy of the former Auck¬ 
land and New Zealand coach, John 
Hart. Hart is not your typical Kiwi, 
which was probably part of his 
problem. Fast on bis verbal feet, 
he became the focal point for 
the jealousies which Auckland's 
sustained success during the Eight¬ 


ies attracted elsewhere in New 
Zealand. 

The strength of the book is that 
Thomas has sought other opinions 
on the controversial episodes that 
prevented Hart exerting the same 
influence on his country’s team as he 
did on his province, such as his 
relationship with bis co-coach, Alex 
Wyffie, the 1991 World Cup. the 
dismissal of Wayne Sheiford as AO 
Blades captain. It is a sad reflection 
on the game chat an intellect as 
powerful as Hart’s does not have an 
active role in its development at 
presort 

Endless Winter by Stephen Jones 
(Mainstream Publishing. £14.99); 
The Great Number Tens by Frank 
Keating (Partridge Press, £56.99); 
Straight from the Hart by Paul 
Thomas (Moa Beckett/Queen Anne 
Press. £16.95). 

David Hands ! 


to forgo cup 
gloiy in search 
of promotion 


Pontypridd.28 

Treor chy. 6 

By Gerald Davies 

FROM all the pre-match talk, 
Treorchy did not really have 
their heart in this match- Yet 
thi<? was the fourth round of 
the Swalec Cup; there was a 
possibility of glory, or more 
glory, shall I say. But they 
were lukewarm. 

Treorchy have cut a swathe 
thro ugh the second d raaon-of- 
tfrer“Heme£in League and 
remain unbeaten. They want 
to better themselves; to get on 
in the world. Treorchy*s dose- 
set eyes are focused, as they 
say. on tire first division. 

•njey are a small dub, with 
attitude if you like, from near 
the top of the valley of the 
Rhondda Fawr (there is. 1 had 
better inform you a “Fach" as 
well; “great” and “small” you 
see). 

They have had enough of 
rugby anonymity; perhaps an- 



Jenkins: top scorer 

onymity of any_ land against 
which thefr marveDdhs male 
voice dujfr‘~ ahnost single 
handedly has been battling 
away for years. 

Buf glory, is short-lived, 
enjoyed only for a month or so, 
until the next round, and 
vanishes perhaps, leaving a 
mere memory. Sweet though 
that is. it is not the answer for 
the likes of lYeorchy. They are 
not in the busmess of instant 
glory, the fiash-in-the-pan 
stuff which an underdog vic¬ 
tory allows in the cup. Enjoy 
the brief hullabaloo and so 
what? Wait around on the off 
chance that the team will do it 
again next year? Or rather, as 
is more the fashion, until the 
giantkiller of one season be¬ 
comes the giantkiller killed die 
next. 

Reputation is Wmsy. No. 
Cup rugby for Treorchy is 
fame written on water; cele¬ 
brations in the old year, 
vanquished in the new. It is a 
perishable dream. 

It is the league champion¬ 
ship that provides the oppor¬ 
tunity of a more enduring 
kind, and with Pontypridd 


winning by two goals, a try 

and three penalty goals to rwo 

penalty goals. Treorchy can 
return to concentrate on the 
objective they set themselves 
ar the start of the season. 

But Pontypridd showed 
them a trick or iwo and 
generally gave indications 
that to enjoy the company of 
the upper half of the first 
division will require a good 
deal extra. It will not dismay 
Treorchv at this stage. ) 

They can entertain such 
_-thoughts-if.-Or- as- is more 
likely, when they reach the 
first division. First things first, 
as it were. Despite the evident 
disparity this was still a good 
match of a kind that, given the 
atrociously wet conditions, 
could hardly have been expect¬ 
ed. “Cup rugby" is meant as a 
defining term, signifying a 
defensive game, normally 
played among the 16 forwards 
and with half backs, having 
polished their boots, attempt¬ 
ing to lack the leather off tile 
balL 

This is a euphemism for 
dull, predictable rugby for 80 
minutes and is thrilling only 
in anticipation of the eventual 
outcome. U need not be like 
this. 

This game showed as much, 
as both teams in the early 
stages varied their tactics. 
Pontypridd had many a 
sweeping movement engi¬ 
neered by both forward and 
backs. All three of their tries 
eventually resulted from 
storming drives of various 
sorts from the pack, but this - 
did not lessen-the-impart of 
what went on in between. 

One such drive began cm the | 
visitors’ 22-metre line and ■ 
ended with a scrum on the try 
line, from which a huge shove 
gave Lloyd a try to add to 
Jenkins’s third-minute penalty 
goal. 

By half-time, the stand-off 
half had kicked two more and 
with two conversions of Paul 
John’s and Prosser’s tries in 
die second half, have given 
him 232 points for the season 
and he is Welsh rugby’s top 
scorer. 

Luc Evans kicked penalty 
goals for the visitors. Jenkins's 
consistency with 28 points last 
week against Newbridge and 
nine penalty goals against 
Rmtypool the previous week¬ 
end makes an unarguable 
case far his inclusion as the 
Welsh stand-off half He and 
Paul John are Pontypridd’s 
guiding lights. 

PONTYPHDD: Tite* M Lloyd. P John. G 
Prosser. Conversions: N JarMs B). 
tartatty goals: N Jenkins (3). Traorcty 
PanaRy goals: L Evans (2). 

PONTYPRIDD: C Comrade D Manley, J 
10 M& S Lewes. O FtaObns. N JanMna. Pad 
John: N Beami. Phil John. A Metcaf. M 

E G Procter, M Rowtey, P Thornes. M 

Thomas wa3 replaced by R CoBns 

TREORCHY: L Evans: D Hughes, A Jems. 
KOreS.PThonW3.-D Evans. C Hawns; G 
□autos, C Greedy. P Kntght. D Jones. S 
Evans, J Bunyan, G Owen, J BuneB. 

Referee: W D Bevan (Cfydacft). . 


Promotion for 
Yorkshiremen 


By David Hands 


Try scorer extraordinaiy Reflecting on partnerships 


RUGBY league is a game 
which produces many heroes 
yet few stars, let alone super- 
stars. To transcend the paro¬ 
chial boundaries of the sport, 
as Martin Offiah has done, 
marks him as a very special 
player. 

A book charting his rise and 
rise, although rich m detail, 
gives the reader little insight 
imo the man. Though there 
again, is there anything par¬ 
ticularly penetrating to be 
seen? 

His psyche is often por¬ 
trayed as complicated, but 
Offiah is disarmingly honest 
about what he likes best and 
that is scoring tries — 300 and 
counting. Offiah ~ A Blaze of 
Glorv tw David Lawnsnson 
{Mcthcun, £1Z99) celebrates 
his genius by recounting 
Offiah’s startling on-field 
exploits. 

It. reveals no deep-seated 
angst, no skeletons to rumble 


from cupboards, just a mag¬ 
nificent obsessive who knows 
his worth and adores playing 
to the gallery. 

He might have represented 
England at rugby union, 
might have done so at cricket 
— he bowled Graham Gooch 
in a trial for Essex second XI — 
and football was his abiding 
passion. Then came Doug 
Laughron. coach of Wjdnes 
and champion swcct-talker. 

Laughton, as he does in life, 
looms large in this entertain¬ 
ing volume. His persistence 
and persuasiveness brought 
Offiah north from Rossfyn 
Park. He also changed die 
pronunciation of his protege’s 
name from "Offyer” to 
“Ofire". “It was probably 
worth a few bob anyway." 
Laughton said. “He probably 
wouldn't have been as big a 
star if his name had been 
Smith. ‘Chariots’ Smith 
doesn’t sound right.” 


, if Offiah has done much to 
lut the cloth-cap image from 
the sport then When Push 
Comes to Shove (Yorkshire 
Arts Circus. £9.95) unasham¬ 
edly plants it backdown. It is a 
celebration in often biting 
anecdotes and brooding pho¬ 
tography by Michael Steele, of 
what the author. Ian Clayton, 
describes as a birthright for 
many people. 

From the coffee table to die 
hardy annuals, m which the 
Same is painstakingly weB- 
documented. The august 
Rothmans Rugby League Year 
Book fHeadline,~£l4.99) delves 
into factual nooks and cran¬ 
nies the improved Stones Bit¬ 
ter Rugby League Yearbook 
(Hamlyn. £9.99) neglects, that 
fonhnght tome benefiting, 
however, from a new section 
on each dub. 

Christopher Irvine 


SHOW jumping used to be 
fan. Thirty years ago, riders 
jumped for honour and pres¬ 
tige. Horses, all unsponsored, 
had names such as Prince 
Hal Stroller and Firecrest 
with which die public could 
identify. The biggest competi¬ 
tions were glamorous specta¬ 
cles. attracting large 
audiences. 

Today, the sport is strug¬ 
gling to redefine its image in 
the wee of waning popularity. 
This change in show 
jumping’s fortunes is graphi¬ 
cally illustrated in Monkey 
Business, the entertaining and 
moving memoirs of General 
Sir Cedi Blacker. 

Few are more qualified to 
comment. In the late 1950s. 
“Monkey” as he was nick¬ 
named in the army, was a 
member of the British show¬ 
jumping team. Nearly two 
decades later, he became pres¬ 
ident of the British Show 


Jumping Association and 
chairman of its selection 
committee. 

Blackers own equestrian 
ventures, which all had to be 
fitted around a full-time mili¬ 
tary career, were first centred 
on hunting and steeplechas- 
ing: his win in the 1954 Grand 
Military Cup on Pointsman 
fulfilled an early aim. 

It was a very different world 
that confronted him when he 
became chairman of the selec¬ 
tion committee in 1976. Spons¬ 
orship now governed the 
sport. Horses with names 
such as Sanyo Music Centre 
had appeared. Riders spent 
die year chasing the richest 
prizes — sometimes, sadly, at 
the expense of their horses. 

Though there were high 
points, such as the unexpected 
silver medal at the Olympic 
Games in Los Angefcs in I9S4. 
Blacker noted the rising tide of 
commercialism within the 


sport with dismay. “Horses 
have become tools, not friends 
and partners," he reflected 
when Tie stepped down from 
office in 1988. Blacker is a 
fluent and compelling writer, 
and writes with an obvious 
passion. 

Few books are more visually 
appealing than Elizabeth 
Forth*s Visions of Show Jump¬ 
ing. The outstanding collec¬ 
tion of photographs, all taken 
by the author, punctuate a 
lively text which'ranges from 
the art of course designing to 
the key personalities in the 
sport. Original and informa¬ 
tive, it is irresistible. 

Monkey Busmess: The Mem¬ 
oirs of Gencntti Sir Cecil 
Blacker (QiaUer Press. £16.955; 
Visions of Show Jumping by 
Elizabeth Furth (Springfield 
Books Limited, £19.95) 

Jenny MacArthur 


TWO Yorkshiremen, Brian 
Campsall and Stuart Piercy, 
have been elevated to the 
Rugby Football Union’s (RFU) 
international referees list for 
1994. They join last years 
three-man panel in response 
to foe request from foe Inter¬ 
national Rugby Football 
Board that each country offers 
five officials from which ap¬ 
pointments may be made. 

The RFU are optimistic that 
Ed Morrison, the most experi¬ 
enced referee in their quintet, 
will be fit for the new year, 
when Englishmen are due to 
handle the two internationals 
in Dublin: Ireland against 
Wales on February 5 and 
against Scotland on March 5. 
Morrison damaged knee liga¬ 
ments at Northampton in 
early November. 

_ However Scotland have de¬ 
rided to list only four referees 
and there arc concerns in 
Ireland, whose list has yet to 
be confirmed, at the relative 
strength in depth of their 
leading officials. Wales have 
added Clayton Thomas and 
David Davies, bolh of whom 
handled games during the 
recent New Zealand tour. 

Denis McBride, the interna¬ 
tional flanker who led Ulster 
to a shared Irish inter-provin¬ 
cial championship on Satur¬ 
day. may not be available for 
Ireland's opening champion¬ 
ship match against France on 
January 15. McBride faces an 
examination today of knee 
ligaments damaged during 
the 24-21 win over Munster at 
RavenhiJI. 

Ii is the tenth successive 
year m which Ulster have won 
or shared the tide, though they 
catne from behind to heat 
Munster, who established a 
2H1 lead through seven penal¬ 


ties by O'Sullivan. Wilkinson 
scored Ulster’s early try with 
McCall, who also emphasised 
his class at centre, kicking the 
goals. 

However. Humphreys, the 
standoff half, paved the way 
for the try by Howe that put 
Ulster back into contention. 
His break and chip allowed 
McCall to free the ball for 
Howe, a student at St An¬ 
drews University, to score, 
and when McCall kicked his 
third penalty and Humphreys 
dropped a goal. Ulster nosed 
ahead. 

They still had to weather a 
final Munster storm: the visi¬ 
tors forced a five-metre scrum 
only for Gaiwey to be 
penalised from the touchline 
for throwing a punch, though 
the British Isles player 
claimed afterwards that his 
headband had been pulled 
down to obstruct his vision 
The penalty allowed Ulster to 
clear their lines and breath 
again. 

Leinster, who beat Ulster 
earlier in the season, beat 
Connacht 15-11 to claim their 
share of the title. However 
Umsier were dependent on 
five penalties by McGowan 
the promising youns Black- 
rock College stand-off, to see 
them home against White's 
two penalties and a trv bv 
Leahy for Connacht. ' 1 

Ireland may be without 

^f«’^ Co /K Con «inition 
lock, for the A international 
against Scotland in Glasgow 
on December 28. He has '* 
strained ankle ligaments and 
Rigney. of Grevsiones. stands 
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Back’s brace overcomes spirited Blackheath resistance 



Malone: stand-in 


Blackheath.. 

Uicester.16 

By Peter Bius 

THERE iced to be frequent days 
such as this at the Rectory Field, 
when (me of the strongest teams in 
England or Wales was troubled by 
an inspired Blackheath side in front 
of a big crowd, it was like the time. 
when Swansea, bristling with inter¬ 
nationals. lost 6-5 to two dropped 
goals by the south-east London 
expert, P. E. Barclay. Children went 
out on to the mud heap and 
practised in darkness when the 
match was over, vainly attempting 
to emulate his feat. 


Oxford University, with Richard 
Sharp prominent and full of inter¬ 
nationals present and future, tost 6-3 
in 1961 on a day when the weather 
was so foul they opened up the huge 
two-tiered old stand and let people 
in for nothing to save them from the 
ladling ram. 

There have been few such mo¬ 
ments in more recent times. Indeed, 
the place seemed to have fallen into 
decay, devoid of spirit and content 
to slumber like an old man who 
remembers only the good old days. 
Thus Saturday was a significant 
marker along the road to a better 
future for Blackheath. Leicester, the 
Pilkington Cup holders, were not 
toppled but they were rattled. “1 am 
just relieved we are through." Tony 


Russ, their director of coaching, 
said. 

It seemed inconceivable that 
Blackheath could be languishing 
halfway down the thud division of 
the Courage Clubs Championship, 
such was their determination and 
forcefulness. Leicester were missing 
Wells. Tony Underwood and Har¬ 
ris. although the appearance of the 
Irish international, Malone, at 
stand-off hardly weakened them. 
They felt the loss of Cocfcerill. with 
an injured thigh, after 23 minutes, 
but they still achieved lineout supe¬ 
riority. Prowess in this phase was 
crudaL Despite Blackheath’s pres¬ 
sure a lineout invariably meant 
possession for Uicester, reducing 
the home side’s momentum. 


Leicester's desire to sustain pres¬ 
sure foundered upon Blackheafo’s 
immense defence. Booth. Skinner 
and Harris worked tirelessly ami 
the tackling in midfield was just as 
good. Even with plenty of posses¬ 
sion it was significant that 
Leicester's tries, both scored by 
Back, came from ranges of five and 
two yards. 

With a halftime lead of only a 
point, at &■?, Malone used the wind 
adroitly to push Blackheath bade, 
after the Interval with kicks into the 
comer. Bums and Kflford ex¬ 
changed penalties to make it li-io 
before Back’s second try IS minutes 
from time. 

Howard, the Blackheath stand¬ 
off who scored their fifth-minute 


try, looked a boy beside men like 
Richards and Johnson. But the play 
of the J 9-year-old brought nods of 
approval from the Leicester coach¬ 
ing staff. 

Above aft. Blackheath enjoyed 
their day and by the end most of the 
home contingent wore grins. The 
smile was definitely not in the eye of 
the Tiger. 

SCORERS: BtacBwth. Try. Howard Comerskm: 
Sums Penalty Goal: Bums. Leteetanr Tries: Bod 
rSi PenaCy Gaols: Kitard (2). 

BLACKHEATH: 5 Bute: S (Xxgfes. J MacIntyre, fl 
SntOT. PMdctaS. S Howard. M Friday. M Stewart. C 
Rrfgway. N Cousins. M Sterner icap&n). J 
Sampson. M Bcgtoy T Bootti, M Hams Smart 
replac ed ram oranly py P Mycroft. 

LQCESTEFL W Kilford: R Underwood. S Potter. L 
Boyle. S Hacfcrav. N Malone. A Karctoora. G 
ftownnrc. R CaOvctfJ. D Gartcrth. J Murphy. M 
Johnson. U Poole. N Back, D Richards (capLvij 
Coctam replaced Cry J AUamckJe (23mn) 

Refarew G Seddan [Manchester] 


Tainton 
points 
Bristol to 
victory 


Scotland’s 
selectors 
learn little 
from dull 
encounter 

Italy.18 

Scotland A..15 

From Alan* Lorimer 
IN R0VIGO. ITALY 


Bristol. 46 

Henley. "‘ mmm Q 
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By Bryan Stiles 


HENLEY made their first 
wrong move before the game 
even got under way. They 
trotted out and took up station 
only to be told they were in the 
wrong half of the pitch; they 
were supposed to be defending 
the clubhouse end to start with 
in this Pilkington Cup fourth- 
round tie. 

They had hardly got sorted 
out than they discovered they 
were not defending their line 
very well. Craig Barrow, the 
Bristol No 8. had found a spot 
with hardly a defender in sight 
and had dived over. The game 
was barely two minutes old 
and, with Mark Tainton add- 
ing the conversion. Henley 
* were seven points behind, not 
the boost to morale for which 
they were hoping. 

Bristol may not be among 
the front runners in the Cour¬ 
age Chibs Championship, but 
they ply their trade six divi¬ 
sions higher than Henley and 
were going to make fife drffr- 


i; 


U 
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THE draw for the fifth round 
of the Pilkington Cup. which 
is due to be playoi on 
January 22 and win include 
seven past cup holders — 
Bath. Leicester, Harlequins. 
Moseley. Gloucester. 
NewcastleGosfortb and Bris¬ 
tol — will be made at Twick¬ 
enham today. It will be 
broadcast live on Radio Five 
just after lpm. 

cult enough without being 
presented with gifts. 

Mike Poulson. the Henley 
captain, was the unfortunate 
provider of the welcoming 
present. His attempted clear¬ 
ance sent the ball into die 
arms of David John, who 
quickly breached the Erst line 
of tacklers, passed to Paul 
Hull, who sprinted through 
and then fed Barrow. 

Bristol picked up seven 
tries, but they should have 
collected several more with the 
amount of possession they 
had. Lack of imagination in 
midfield and lack of concen¬ 
tration after good approach 
work cost them tries. They 
were, however, below strength 
and missed Kyran Bracken in 
particular. 

They were also up against a 
committed team. HenJey tack¬ 
led like demons for the most 
part and produced enterpris¬ 
ing moves of their own that 
stretched the Bristol defence 
on occasion, but they 
unable to bridge the gulf in 

Henley were satisfied that 
they had put on a spirited 
show on a windswept and 
imposing MemonaJ Ground, 
a far cry from their homespun 
ground down a leafy lane near 
Sie Thames The greasy 

underfoot conditions id not 

suit their nippy players, who 
had little chance to show their 

^Sthaw, the England 
under-21 lock, helped Bristol 
Sn a large slice of the bneout 
possession before he went off 
in the 34th minute with a 

bniSed i» w - The flow hardJ X 
eased after his departure and 
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Hall sure he 
will lead 
Bath to brace 
of trophies 


MARCASPLAHD 


Bath.... 

Wasps 


24 

11 


BvDavto Hands 

RUGBY CORRESPONDENT 


THAT Bath progressed se¬ 
renely through to the fifth 
round of the Pilkington Cup 
was no surprise. During the 
last decade they have domi¬ 
nated the competition. The 
greater significance was that 
they should have disposed so 
peremptorily of Wasps, and 
die personnel with which they 
did so. 

Only twice in the last II 
years have Wasps left the cup 
competition at the first tune of 
asking and their consistency 
in the league is respected 
nationwide. At the Recreation 
Ground an Saturday, an open¬ 
ing volley apart, they were 
hardly in die hunt, and defeat 
by three goals and a dropped 
goal to a try, a penalty and a 
dropped goal could well have 
been fax worse but for their 
staunch defence. 

Such was Bath’S overall 
control that it is doubtful that 
the result would have been 
different had Rob Andrew 
been at the peak of his game. 
The Wasps stand-off half 
would be the last one to say so, 
nor, after the post-match 
grouses which have haunted 
Bath this past fortnight did 
Wasps suggest anything to the 
contrary, but Andrew must 
have ban severely shaken by 
16st of Victor Ubogu launched 
at him in the second minute 
both high and slightly late. 

Ubogu was committed to 
the tackle as Andrew went to 
switch direction, but the prop 
received a lengthy lecture 
from Brian CarapsaU and 
Andrew, after attention, 
kicked die resulting penalty. 
But his game thereafter was so 
awry, littered with misdirect¬ 
ed kicks, that ft was no 
surprise to see him leave the 
field in the final quarter, 
caught by an accidental boot 
to foe bade of the head in a 
ruck and dearly groggy. But 
there is no suggestion of 
concussion nor. so far. that he 
will not lead London in their 
divisional match with foe 
South and South-West on 
January 3. 


While Andrew struggled. 
Stuart Barnes prospered, with 
the considerable assistance of 
Ian Sanders, the latest of 
Bath'S Cornish connection. 
Sanders, (hough, was only one 
of five relative newcomers to 
the team, along with Cart, 
Lloyd. Clark and McCoy. 
How many dubs in England 
could integrate so many play¬ 
ers so swiftly and still dispose 
of one of their nearest rivals in 
the frenetic atmosphere of a 
cup tie? 

Sanders is 22, as are Clark 
and Catt: the other two a year 
older. To say they aft coped is 
to undersell them considera¬ 
bly: dark admitted he found 
Probyn a handful, but so has 
every other loose-head prop, 
and Bath’s scrum looked to 
have foe advantage. Wasps 
led in the lineout but much of 
their ball was erratic and 
forced Bates up blind alleys 
where he encountered foe 
menacing shape of Dawe. 

“It was a bit foolhardy of 
some people to say Bath were 
under pressure because there 
were a lot of people out "John 
Haft, their captain, said. "Es¬ 
pecially when we were at 
home; We are a good cup side 
and we have proved that over 
the last ten years. They are all 
good players. A lot of them 
have been around without 
getting the limelight like foe 
senior players. 

“We are looking to put our 
name on die trophy again. 
This is the challenge for me in 
my first year as captain. You 
look for different challenges 
throughout your career and 
I’m sure at the end of the 
season 111 be holding a trophy 
up, possibly two.” Brave 
words, entirely justified by 
both the past and the present 
Every time Wasps thought 
they had found some breath¬ 
ing space Bath screwed the Ud 
down ever more firmly; if 
Barnes did not squeeze them 
into a corner, then Catt or 
Callard did. Thus Wasps had 
to try and use their runners 
from long range under ex¬ 
treme pressure and, inevita¬ 
bly. the mistakes accrued. 
Wilkins, whose tackling 
served Wasps magnificently, 
and Ryan tried to turn It bade 
on their tormentors but to far 
less effect 



Bath Abbey forms a stalely backdrop as Wasps and Bath come to grips at the Recreation Ground 


Hail, as effective as ever on 
a heavy pitch, won the lineout 
from which his forwards 
drove before releasing Catt for 
the try which overtook 
Wasps's initial lead. Andrew 
squeezed over a left-footed 
dropped goal, but his -way¬ 
ward kick straight to Callard 
allowed the full back to estab¬ 
lish the position from which 
Sanders nipped over for the 


second try. Had Callard 
struck his penalties into the 
wind and rain as well as his 
conversions Bath would have 
enjoyed more than a 14-6 
interval lead, and only Ryan’s 
tackle kept Can oul 
A dropped goal by Barnes 
limped over the crossbar and 
Wasps’ frustration was made 
plain by the reversal of a 
kickable penalty for some ill- 


advised footwork. Can’s break 
sent Lurasden to the line and ft 
was little consolation to 
Wasp, now reorganised with 
Davies at stand-off and Phil 
HopJey at centre, that Bates 
dummied his way through 
from a'tapped penalty before 
giving Davies the try. 

A new year may be coming 
up but, at Bath, ft is an old 
story. 


SCORERS: Bath: Trios: Can. Sandora. 
Lumsden. Conwratons: Cafad J3). 
Dropped QoaJ: Barnes. Waspa: Tiy- 
Davies. Penalty goal: Andrew. Dropped 
goal: Andrew. 

BATH: J Cafiard. A Lumsden, M Call. P de 


WASPS: P Hopley: M Weddorbum. G 
Chads. H Dawes. S Humor, a Andrew, S 
Bales. G Holmes. K Ourm. J Protayn. M 
Greenwood. R Kinsey, S SborUand. C 

D Ryan C Wrjgfti replaced Andrew 
HJSnwii; P Delaney temporarily replaced 
Holmes (larrun). 

Refuse: B CampsaB (Yorkslwe) 


ITALY continued their ad¬ 
vance into the higher ranks of 
European rugby by defeating 
Scotland A on Saturday, but 
they must have been clisap- 
poimed by the manner m 
which it was achieved. 

The game, devoid of tries, 
became a kicking contest be¬ 
tween Diego Dominguez, for 
Italy, and Michael Duels, 
which the Italian won by six 
penalty goals to five. 

Conditions at the Baitaglini 
Stadium were near-perfect for 
open rugby, bur a steady 
stream of penalty awards 
meant that both sides played 
the game from ser-piece to set- 
piece with little continuity. For 
this, the Belgian referee must 
lake some of the blame, being 
far too cautious in deciding 
how long rucks and maul's 
should continue. 

Moreover, the Italians had 
a propensity to kill the ball on 
foe ground rather than allow 
the Scots to win second phase 
possession, thus denying foe 
backs a chance to run with the 
ball. 

The result was that foe 
Scotland selectors learnt little 
and will have to wait until foe 
A game with Ireland to glean 
intelligence on aspiring play¬ 
ers. although the driving of 
Peter Walton, foe Northamp¬ 
ton flanker, was one of few 
pleasing features. 

There were good perfor¬ 
mances, too. from Shade 
Monro. Alan Sharp at loose- 
head prop, and Peter Wright, 
at the other end of the front 
row. Hie likelihood is that the 
selectors will want to restore 
Wright to loose-head for the 
game against Ireland A and 
bring in Danny Herrington. 

They will, however, have 
been dismayed at foe amount 
of first-phase possession that 
Scotland’s hall backs kicked 
straight to an Italian defence 
that had no difficulty in coping 
with high balls. 

What the Scots desperately 
n eeded was a back capable of 
injecting pace and it arrived 
foie when Derek Stark re¬ 
placed the injured Dods. Stark 
almost created a score when 
he broke out of bis own 22- 
metre area, but after gaining 
some 40 metres found himself 
without adequate support. 
Stark, whose form appears to 
be returning, ought to be given 
another game for the A team, 
as should Dods at full back 
and Ian Jardine at centre. 

The problem for foe selec¬ 
tors is where to play Doddie 
Weir, who should be fit for foe 
Ireland game, and what blend 
to look for in foe back row. 
Walton should be played 
again but thought might be 
given to fielding him at No 8. 

SCORHIS: HaJy: Penalty goals. 
Dommguaz Ifl). Scotland A Penally goafs: 
Dods 15). 

ITALY: P Vaccan; R Cram. M Sexton*. G 
Rftzzota, M Ravazzola; D Dominguez. U 
Ca3te*ak>; M CuttMa. C Orterrfi, F Ruperzl, 

G Ooci, M GJachen. A Sgorion. C 
Chaccrtnao, D Barerta. 

SCOTLAND A- M Dods fGda); K usugan 
(Stewan-B-MoWiB FP) S Nlcitei (Saltern. I 
Janflne (Stirling Comity!. K Logan (String 
Corny); DWytHetStarvan's-MatvdeFPl, B 
Redpath (Metrose): A Sharp (Bretiol), K 
McKenzie (Suing County), P Wngia 
(Boroughmulr). P Walton (Nwttiamwoni. 8 
Uunro (Gtecgcw HigtVKewn&ide). A Mat 
donaid (Harm's FP), C Hogg (Melrose). D 
MdntoMI (Porxypndd) 

Referee: D Rrotinds (Belgium). 


Unpredictable Irish deserve success 


Havant.13 

London Irish.18 

By Barry Trowbridge 

AS IF to justify their reput¬ 
ation as a side prone to giving 
underdogs eternal hope, 
London Irish drifted in and 
out of ascendancy against 
Havant on Saturday but held 
on long enough to book their 
place in foe fifth round of the 
Pilkington Cup. 

Wary that their two previ¬ 
ous campaigns ended where 
they began, at Thurrock and 
West Hartlepool. Irish made 
foe perfect start when Paul 
Collins latched on to a break 
by Rob Henderson to plunge 


over in the right-hand coma" 
inside two minutes. But they 
built on it only briefly and had 
completed their scoring before 
foe half-hour. 

However, with league 
points so precious these days 
and players consequently re¬ 
luctant to take risks, Irish are 
one of the few sides virtually 
guaranteed to give value for 
money, not least because the 
only predictable thing about 
them is their unpredictability. 

Here, they provided the 
game's outstanding individ¬ 
uals in Collins, Gary Halpin. 
Sam Domoni and Owen 
Cobbe yet handed a stream of 
possession to Havant through 
loose play at breakdowns. 

Constant use of only 


Domoni, a 6ft 7in Fijian, and 
Colin Hall in lineouls gave the 
former ample opportunity to 
show that Matt Keenan, 
Irish’s other recent adoptee 
from foe Pacific islands, will 
not be missed but use of two- 
man lineouts leaves blanket 
cover and little flexibility. 

Halpin impressed with a 
series of battering runs, and 
looks in good enough form to 
add to foe five caps he earned 
between 1990 and 1992, while 
Cobbe. foe Ireland under-21 
stand-off, adjusted quickly to 
the dire conditions at Hooks 
lane and drove his kicks 
expertly to touch. 

But beyond Cobbe’s early 
conversion, two penalty goals 
and Simon Geoghegan's typi¬ 


cally flamboyant try, Irish 
seemed to lack motivation and 
Havant were allowed to close 
foe gap with tries in foe second 
half by Mark Sheldon and 
Nick Roach. As neither was 
converted. Irish at least played 
foe last IS minutes knowing 
that one kick could not bring 
their downfall With the game 
crying out for their enterprise, 
ft is perhaps just as welL 

SCORERS: Harare: Trias: Station. 
Roach. Penalty goal; LontL London 
iifetr Trias: CoWns, Geoanegaa Conver¬ 
sion: Cobbe. Penalty goate Cobbe £]. 
HAVANT: □ Jones D Sfason, S Bqydal. P 
Jenkjro, A VUNte. S Uppiafl. B Gray: 0 
Rees. R Wtaatead. M Rees. M Station. B 
Rotfla, M Bottom, N Roach. W Knghl. 
LONDON BUSH: J Staples; R Henderson. 
H Hemessy, S Bums, S Geogtagsn. 0 
Cobbe, N Briers: M McCormack. R KeHem, 
G Halpin. P Colins, C Haft S Demon, R 
Jentins, H Lamb. 

Referee: A Sparks (Wanmdcrtol. 


Otley almost fleeced by plucky upstarts 

on by their junior Yorkshire Ions for Otley at the lineout their fellow Second Division 

OBey—’V. - neighbours who had their but in the loose, Verity and ride. If Michael Jackson had 

Wharfeaale.5 tails up. Vyvyan, foe Wbarfedale cap- convened Paul White’s tiy 

—-The prospect brought a tain. left foe home side breath- two minutes from rime; it 

By Christopher Irvine transformation in the second less through sheer work rate would have been a gross 

■ ■■■—-half and in the one speD that and creativity around foe injustice to Hartlepool on the 

MIDWAY through the battle the rivals looked four leagues fringes.The loss of Michael balance of play. 

of foe Wharfe. Otley must apart foe North. One side Harrison, in the centre, was a scorers: otfey: TrfeE Many. Ruoedga. 

have thought they were facing wen: cowed by three tries significant blowfor the viri- 

the real Baa-Baas, within II minutes. tors and with foe switch of oTiErrpiwiajfl0;GMeiviifl.ASc<3B.J 

Wbarfedale’s emblem is a The Second Division side Daniel Harrison, and his 
ram’s head and after a first are not used to opponents, replacement by Cheny at 

half of butting and marvel' especially ones so well- scrum half, went much of wharfedale; n HoHune: a Howarev g 

lously bruising nigty, Otky cmanised, nmning. ... 

fared the teeth of a gale and thing, and for 40 minutes it West Hartlepool lived on aodkion. o Wood, s hw. h vSSy. c 
the galling prospect of etfmi- showed. The height of Carroll their nave ends before their ggj M Ha,n5£l0 repiaced ** 1 ^ 

nation from foe Pilkington and Henry ensured few prob- 18-17 victory at Wakefield, Rrierci jPBarson(Dutham) 






International 

Italy IB Scotland A 15 

fat Radgca 

Pilkington Cup 
Fourth round 

Beth Bd Wasps 11 

Bath: Trias: Can. Lumsaen. Sanders 

Cons: CaBard 3 Drop goat Barnes. 

- Try; Dawes. Pen: Andrew Drop 
Andrew. 

10 Leicester -16 

BtecMwa ft L- Try: Howard Con: Buns. 
Parc Bums. 

Leicester: Trias: Back 2. Pans: Krioti 2. 
Bristol 46 Henley 6 

Bristol- Trias: John 2. Barrow, hfcjfl, 
Savermmo, Tainton, WNutaed. Cons: 
To own 4 Pen: Tarton 
Hentey. Pane Poison 2. 

Harlequins 52 Bastigstote 3 
Hatfeqtins: Trias: Oleary 3. CriaEnor. 
Coftw. Dear, MuSns, Sheas 
Cans; Bray. ChaSnar. Pan: 

BasJngsaAo: Pen: Rowledge. 

Havant 13 London Irish 18 

Harare: Trias: Roedx Sheldon. Pore 
UppWL 

London Irish: Tries: CtfSrs, Geoghegari. 
Corn Cobbe. Pens: Cobbe 2. 

London Scottish 6 Fyttte 8 

London Scotti sh : Pans: VWcftary 2 
Fylde: Tty: Parker. Pen: Paftar. 

Moseley 32 WWnnlrrattfl Park 6 
Moseley: Trias: McKenzie. Moon. Cons: 
HodgkronZ. Pens: Hodgictison 6. 
Vflrrinpon Parte PensTHaa 2. 

Newcastle G 53 Bridgwater and AID 
Newcaste Gosfeflh: Tries Bennett. Oatfc. 
Cane. Douglas. Fowler. Michel, Write. 
VWfcao*. Cons HMcwS PercWHa*. 
Bridgwater and Albion: Tiy: Baldwin. Can 
Edmonds. Pen: Edmonds 
NorSianpton 22 Waterloo 3 

Northamp t on: Tries: Beal Z Pens: Gray¬ 
son 3 Drop goal: Grayson. 

Waterloo: Pan: SwmdaSB. 

NqBhg tam 9 Gloucester 20 
Nottingham: Pens Gregory 3 
Gloucester Tries: Miles. NehOecn, 
Vlfinda Con: T Smim Pans: T Srmft 3 
Drop goat Johnson. 

Omfl 55 Stourbridge 3 

Orrell: Tries: Manley 2, Naylor 2. Tabsmer 
2, ABhurst, Hamer, Peacock. Cons: 
Landlords. 

Stourbridge: Pen: Mann 
Obey 20 Wlafedafe 5 

(Mm Trias: Henry, PWfl, RutJedga Core 
Rufledga PBn: Riitedge 
Whartedala Tty: Howarih. . 

RosslyfiP 22 Coranliy 15 
Rosdim Parte Try: F&ser Con: Robin. 
PenK Rotfln 5. 

Coventry: Trias: Gee. Hickey. Con: Angefl 
Pen: Angafl. 

Rugby 13 Sale 17 

Rugby: Try; Mis Core Maptetth. Pars: 
MapWoftS. 


Sato: Tries; Verblckae Z Cons: Turner 2 
Pert Turner 

Saracens 26 BbmlngranVS 3 
Saracens: Tries: (-tarries, Kemp. Cons: 
Tuvwigley 2. Pens: Tumlnaley <■ 


BkirtnflhamySoBuS: Pert Siekon. 
WaMSu it WHenlappal 18 
WBkaAakfc Tries; Ste^Oxjfciw. Thompson. 
Whse. Con: Jackson. 

West Harttepooh Tries: Brown, 0 Evans. 
MncheH Pert Olipnam. 

Courage Clubs Championship 
Third division 

Exeter 21 Richmond 16 

Exeter: Tries: Green. Maunder. Con: 
Green. Pan® Green 1 
Richmond: Tty: Jeffery. Core Livesey. 
£ey3 


Pans: Liwceyj 

Cowan_ 

Rldmond_ 

Bedford_ 

Defer_ 


P w 
T € 


ft*-- 


L F APIS 
1 154 (OB 12 
3 166 103 
1 110 70 


1 3 122 125 
0 3 


_ 102 SO 
I 3 112 94 
0 3 77 75 
0 5 93 128 
0 8 81 M2 
0 6 53 153 


Mntey_ 

HUM _ 

Aedkutti_ 

Fourth division 

Aekeans 3 Clifton 

Broughton P 17 Sheffield 

Hanobare 28 Leeds 

Liverpool SH S7 Sucbuy 

Plymouth 9 Aspaina 

PWD L F 

Bitan_B 7 1 0 221 

to ma n_ B 6 1 1 176 

L 3 Heteis_B 5 0 3 173 

Plymouth_B 4 D 4 110 

SWBeM_ 7 3 0 4 131 

Leeds_B 3 0 5 96 


40 

16 

10 

12 

13 

APIs 
B4 15 
90 13 
127 10 

in b 


_ 8 3 0 5 117 

BroouKon P. „ 8 3 0 5 106 

tepalrB_ 7 2 0 5 "J7 

Sufeury_6 2 0 6 110 

Fifth division north 

Durham 21 LfchfiaW 

Kendal 6 Wa&afl 

Nuneaton li Preston G 
SiDte-on-Trant IB Brad and 0 

Fifth division south 

Camborne 33 Marfa tone 
H Wycombe 16 LWofeh 
Lydray 8 Berry HI 

N waishan 8 Tabard 
WesJotvs-Mara 12 M Pokes 

SWALEC Cup 
Fourth round 
Abereynon E6 Peneoed 


AOerUteiy 

Bonymaen 


CanJflOure 


3 Neath 
13 Tonyrefeti 
21 Penarffi 
16 Portypool 
20 Mantymoei 


Cross Keys 5 QamoiganW 9 

Dunvare 18 Mountain Ash 0 

Fsnratar 14 Newport 23 

Kidwely 26 Macton 9 

Llenheran 22 Chepstow D 

Usnfrtosnr 5 IJanefe 40 

Moe&tegC 19 Rhymney 16 

mow 2t Beddau 10 

New Docks 16 Uandmeiy a 

Pontypridd 28 Traxchy 6 

Ribera 3 Aberauon 37 

Rumney 8 Fetmloa 9 

a Pater's to Ahercrara M 

SuOTssa 21 EbbwVale 13 

TeiywaJn is Csrdriina 11 

Tenby Utd 43 Blackwood 5 

Tondu 13 Newport S 0 

Wsitstown 11 Narberth 13 

Wraxttam 10 Nmertiga 43 

Yhysybwl 5 SW Police IB 

Postponed: Abocam v Pyle: Caerphftu v 
Henay: Cnmfei v U&steg: Oakdale v 
BuBh Wells; Old Fenanhans v Seven 
Sfefere: Ygtradgynlals v Glynnealh. 

Mc&van’s NatkJnai League 

First division 

Curie 9 Hartals FP 21 

JedPoresl 17 WofScodand 6 

Melrose 14 Boroughmuir 3 

SeMck 13 Gaia 20 

Second division 

DuntfeeHSFP 43 Grangemouth 13 

GtasgowHlgh 26 Kkkdldy 9 

Inter Provincial Championship 

Letaster 15 Catmacft 11 


Ulster 

Letter- 

Utter. 




Cmd. 


24 Munsfer 

P W 
4 3 
4 3 
4 3 
4 1 


L 
1 
1 
1 

3 _ __ 

4 0 0 4 42 111 


21 

APE 
40 fi 
SS b 
71 6 

2 


Club matches 

Bedford 50 Southend 

EdWtarghW a EdinbughA 

ReauBi 6 aiws 

Wai 50 rtan3 41 Up 

Kelso 46 Langholm 

Hadtingtin 14 Hawick 

PHJ0NGTON SHHJJ: Fifth ra 
London and South-East Loughton 
Bar* ol MW 8: OH Catortamiare 
Befcjzo Pak g. oh Han^torm 331 
Wancterere 13: St Afoans 21 Traans 
Woktig 3 London Hcspod 0. Udfer 
CSy Officoe 8 Edwadim 
Mrton Mmbray 10 Ktidermln 
Carotene 13: Oakham 5 Malvern 
OH Qrarmartara 
ADwaonefi North: Afteborou^i a \ 
6 S 0 *!? ** Nelson 15 ^Wh Lew 
Hafite* Vandals 14 Wbsey 21 , South. 
Southwest BearaSe Btfrosto 
Huodeocte OW Bc^e 11 Burner*? 

Agnes 16 Old PubBc oaks 

Dotmoum v Barton Hi Old BoyL^ 
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EDUCATION 




Cuts today, 
pain tomorrow 


T he Government's pol¬ 
icy on higher educa¬ 
tion has come full 
circle—almost It has 

gone from bust in the early 
1980s. when student intakes 
along with university budgets 
were sharply cut to boom in 
the late 1980s and early 1990s. 
when universities, and espe¬ 
cially the former polytechnics, 
were encouraged to expand 
pell-mell, and now to “consoli¬ 
dation" — code for more aits 
m student enrolments to bring 
the system back into steady- 
state by the mid-1990s. 

The trouble is not that the 
overall budget for higher edu¬ 
cation has been savagely cut- 
Universities and colleges have 
done reasonably well in a right 
public expenditure round. The 
problem is the changed bal¬ 
ance between grants to institu¬ 
tions and tuition fees paid by. 
or for. students. 

Following the Budget, tu¬ 
ition fees for students in arts 
and social sciences — where 
the bulk of recent expansion 
has occurred — will be re¬ 
duced from £1.300 to E750. 
having been ait 12 months 
early from £1.800. Tuition fees 
for science and engineering 
students, last year merely 
frozen, will be cut from £2,770 
to £1,600. Institutions will be 
compensated for the loss of fee 
income by receiving increased 
grants. But that is not the end 
of the story. 

In real terms fees will be 
bade where they were in 1989 
when the Government em¬ 
barked on its latest experiment 
in encouraging expansion by 
making fees nigh enough to 
rempf universities and colleges 
to recruit extra students with¬ 
out any corresponding in¬ 
crease in their funding council 
grants — so-called “fees only" 
students. 

In the eyes of ministers high 
fees had three advantages. 
First, extra student places 
were created. The number of 
first-year students has in- 


Peter Scott on 

the effect of the 
Budget reduction 
in tuition fees for 
higher education 


creased by SO per cent since 
1989. Second, unit costs were 
cut, by almost a quarter in the 
last four years. These two 
advantages were summed up 
in the catchy phrase “efficient 
expansion 7 ’. 

Third, a kind of internal 
market was created. Even if 
universities could not be 
privatised, even if a full-blown 
voucher system could not be 
introduced, high fees which 
followed students, it could be 
argued, produced similar if 
more muted effects. Fees-onfy 
students were the ideological 
equivalent of the provider- 
purchaser divide in the Nat¬ 
ional Health Service or the 
John Birt-inspired “producer 
choice" reforms in the BBC. 

Now that fees are to be cut 
the rules of the higher educa¬ 
tion game have been changed 
— back. Universities and col¬ 
leges no longer have an incen¬ 
tive to recruit extra students. 
And. even if they were to be 
tempted to continue to expand, 
the Higher Education Fund¬ 
ing Council for England 
(HEPCE) is under strict Trea¬ 
sury instructions to prevent 
unauthorised growth. 

The reasons for this reversal 
of policy are plain enough. 
First, the Government believes 
Britain cannot afford open- 
ended expansion of higher 
education, funded by generous 
tuition fees which local educa¬ 
tion author!tes are obliged to 
pay on behalf of all students 
and which, consequently, can¬ 
not be cash-limited. In effect 
universities and colleges by 
admitting extra students have 


been able to write themselves 
cheques on the Treasury's 
account 

Second, the priority is to 
push up participation in fur¬ 
ther education. FE colleges, 
released from local authority 
control earlier this year, have 
been set an ambitious target of 
a 25 per cent increase in 
enrolments, which some are 
already struggling to meet 

But both these reasons, val¬ 
id enough in the short run as 
excuses for “consolidation" in 
higher education, store up 
trouble for the future. Accord¬ 
ing to ministers, higher educa¬ 
tion expansion will resume in 
the later 1990s. But if Britain 
cannot afford to expand stu¬ 
dent numbers now, how will it 
be able to do so then? 


A dmittedly the econo¬ 
my may be stronger 
if worldwide reces¬ 
sion eventually eases 
— and so. theoretically, may 
be able to sustain higher levels 
of public spending. 

But there is no evidence that 
the pernicious particularities 
of the British Disease will 
have been overcome or that a 
future (Conservative?) Gov¬ 
ernment will be willing to 
spend more. Universities and 
colleges are unlikely to play 
the game with enthusiasm. 

So more radical expedients 
will have to be attempted of 
the kind which are already 
simmering in Michael Por¬ 
tillo'S fertile brain — but 
which, to be fair, have also 
occurred to Jeff Rooker on the 
Labour side. The most obvious 
of these expedients is to end 
the 30year-oId experiment in 
"free” higher'eduction. Stu¬ 
dents. or their parents proba¬ 
bly — or improbably their 
future employers — will have 
to make a direct contribution 
to tiie cost of their higher 
education, although there will 
be much huffing and haggling 
over the technical details. 

But here a paradox is en- 



Students protest about policy outside John Patten’s constituency surgery in Oxford 


countered. It is the experiment 
in “free" higher education, 
about to be abandoned, which 
has stimulated the expansion 
which, some say. can no 
longer be afforded. If higher 
education were no longer 
“free”, the problem of bow to 
afford it might go away. 
Demand might collapse, espe¬ 
cially from those sections of 
the community with little fam¬ 
ily experience of a university 
or college education. In a 
society lure Britain's, in which 
tiie educational system re¬ 
mains rigidly stratified along 
class lines, that is a baleful 
prospect. 

Nor is such an outcome 


consistent with the likely out¬ 
comes of the Government's 
policy in further education 
which will remain “free". If 
participation in FE rises by a 
quarter, the impact on higher 
education will be consider¬ 
able. Successful students will 
demand opportunities for pro¬ 
gression on to university or 
college. More will obtain ap¬ 
propriate entry qualifications. 
The effect on demand for 
places in higher education 
may be delayed but cannot be 
deflected for ever. The conse¬ 
quences of “consolidation" will 
return to haunt ministers. . 

In higher education it is a 
more disturbing prospect A 


profound sense of closure may 
grip universities. Intellectual 
closure is inevitable as re¬ 
search councils are tagged 
with “mission statements” and 
reconstructed to satisfy tile 
whims of “users”. 

But until now intellectual 
pessimism has been balanced 
by the social optimism pro¬ 
duced by the opening-up of 
higher education. Now pio¬ 
neers of democratisation will 
be thrown on to the defensive; 
gloomy elitists confirmed in 
their doubts; eager and able 
would-be students disappoint¬ 
ed; and Britain ill-served. 

• Peter Scott is Professor of Edu¬ 
cation at the University of Leeds. 




Girls go for that 

single-sex appeal 


R ecently The Times 
carried the report of 
a letter from David 
Jewell, the Master of 
Hafleybuiy. in which he 
ffmispd girls’ schools of 
retaining sixth-form pupils 
through a mixture of “un¬ 
scrupulous propaganda 
and “financial induce¬ 
ments” to the detriment of 
schools such as his which 
are finding it harder to 
attract female pupils. 

I read of the hitherto 
unimagin ed skulduggery 
of my colleagues with fasci¬ 
nation. What forms of cun¬ 
ning and deceit had they 
been up to and why hadn’t 
they told me about it? 

. But; Has. die answer is 
dull. No Macbi- _ 

avellian plots. VIEW 

but simply 
happy girls who 
want to stay put |i|||S|| 
Mr Jewell. I’m 
afraid, is bark- BfiK. 
ing up the OFT- \ 
wrong tree. K 5 

His first mis* p, 
take was to ad- 
dress himself to jr- - ^ 
parents. In my jg|: * 
experience, they 
have very little 
to do with the ■■S3 
decision-mak¬ 
ing process at Hilary 
this stage, while 
their daughters have every¬ 
thing to do with it We have, 
alter all, spent five years 
teaching their offspring 
how to construct an intelli¬ 
gent and rational argu¬ 
ment By the fifth form, 
they are usually devastat¬ 
ing^ good at iL 
So be needs to appeal 
directly to the girls them¬ 
selves and this means he 
needs to offer them some¬ 
thing that we haven't got 
Boys are the obvious an¬ 
swer. But die trouble is that 
they are the wrong sort of 
boys. They are just not old 
enough for die average 16- 
yeanold girl whose dreams 
pf not lives) are populated 
with “suave and sophisti¬ 
cated” 19-year-olds. 

By now, Mr Jewell is on 


Hilary Fender 


dubious ground, because 
the issue of co-education 
has reared its head. 

Most fifth formers are 
well acquainted with hor¬ 
ror stories about girls in 
boys' public schools: the 
(pag ing , the marks out of 
ten for looks and the boor- 
ishness of their male coun¬ 
terparts. Whfle many of 
these stories have little, if 
any. foundation in fact 
they strike enough of a 
chord to unnerve ail but the 
most blast All this leads 
back to the fact that girls 
tend to stay at girls' schools 
because they like them. 

By the time a girl gets to 
her fifth year at my school, 
she has spent a long tune 
watching suc- 
cessive sixth 
forms. She has 
envied their 
BM| more student- 
like existence, 
W their lack of uni- 
form, the -.sixth* 

A - 4 form boose, the 

\ ■*** 1 responsibilities 

e | and their gener- 

.. J aJ air of maturi- 

ty. She is hardly 
likely co give it 
^4 all up just when 

BSf 1 - she is about to 

reach the really 

lender 

Parents are 
content too. They are happy 
about academic standards 
and they recognise that the 
facilities at girls' schools 
have now largely caught up 
and in some cases overtak¬ 
en those in boys’ schools. 

Lastly, they are happy 
about the pastoral care we 
offer. Girls’ schools are 
unequivocally for girls and 
are 100 per cent geared id 
looking after them. 

Schools should and 
largely do compete fairiy. 
Headmasters and head¬ 
mistresses should remem¬ 
ber this and not resort to 
propaganda. Nor should 
we whinge if things are not ■ 
going quite our way. 

9 The author is headmistress 
of The Godolphia School. 
Salisbury. 



LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES 


EDUCATION 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


NOTICE OF SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING 


NOTICE IS HEREBY given that a Special General Meeting of 
members of Scottish Amicable Life Assurance Society will he 
held at Amicable House. 150 St Vincent Street, Glasgow G2 5NQ 
on Wednesday 5 January 1994 at 10.30 am for the purpose of 
proposing the following resolution as a Special Resolution in 
terms of Clause 11 of the Scottish Amicable Life Assurance 
Society’s Act 1976. 

‘Thai the powers of the Society set out in Regulation 3 of the 
Society's Regulations be amended by the insertion as a new 
power (26) of the language set out below and by the 
renumbering of the existing powers (26J and (27) accordingly:- 

"to provide any guarantee or indemnity or other assurance 
for the benefit of any person in respect of the payment of 
any moneys and/or the performance or discharge of any 
other obligation or liability of any person, (including anv 
subsidiary of the Society.)” * 

By Order of the Directors 
1 C Mitchell. Secretary 

PrincipaJ Office 

Amicable House. 150 St \lncenl Street. GLASGOW G 2 5NQ 


A member entitled to attend and vote at a general meeting is 
entitled to appoint a proxy to attend, and. on a poll, to vote instead 
of f !] c member. A proxy need not be a member. Proxv forms are 
available on request from the Com party Secretary. Completed 
proxy forms should be deposited at the Principal Office not later 
than 10.30 am on Monday 3 January 1994 . 



LA CREME DE LA CREME 


St Clare’s 



Oxford 


Applications arc invited for 
SIXTH FORM SCHOLARSHIPS 
for day and residential students 



University of Cambridge 


Herchel Smith Professorship 
of Intellectual Property Law 

Applications ait invited far this newly- 
established Chair. 

Present pensionable stipend £37.042. 

Further information from die Secretary General 
of die Faculties, General Board Office. The OJd 
Schools.CambridgeCB2 ITT. Applications (III 
copies), marked 'confidential', with names uf 

two referees by H Fiixuary IW4. 

TTir Unhrrsiry fcftw .1 an ctputl opp\>nup:uc\ 
policy 


Cambridge 
Centre for 
Sixth-Form 
Studies 


1 Salisbury Villas. 
Station Rd. 
Cambridge CBt 2JF 
Teb. 102231316890 
Fax-(0223) 358441 


♦ Thriving College with 
lower 6 th entry of 70+ 

♦ 30 A level subjects. In 

' any combination. 

♦ First rate college 
accommodation 

♦ Average class size of 
6 , integral 1 to 1 
tuition 

♦ GCSE & Sixth form 
Scholarships 

♦ Lively college-based 
extra curricular 
programme 

♦ Recognized by BAC 
and DFE. CIFE 
member 




Wca&anucer Otfhcdral a waging a major capital find rtiang lamjaijgu in pn^andon for die I 
centenary cdcbnukns in 1995. j 

We are tooting for a floobe and immniaed office pnfomd vo take dH» of ihe Ctmpnta 
Office for a 2 year contract. 

The taccaafoJ mpplicaot will have 

- Experience n a Tfcraoul Aawtam to a senior executive. 

* Fgw jVn l o i | iwiulHwu l aflh. 

- An ability to work pro-*cti»dy nd gt times under p reraure. : 

- Word pracemiiag experience pnSonkAf on Apple Ma cro toeb. T 

- An ahiiny ko txnnm nkalc with and relate to a wide cram-section of people. 

The salary for this important poahfam *31 be negotiable depending on experience. 

Far aa a p p lirat i nn fens and jab description pl ease apply to: 

Mr. PJ> Fmsdicfc, 

West mi nster Hone. Watford Way, HENDON London, NW4 4TY 


(081) 202 3611 

Closing date 7th January. 1994 


Citigate 


sh\Ai] 


Scottish Amicable 


Chany O nw nMMon 
Oiarttv ■ TlM Radon' 

Bi hwbi wh rum 

Charity Preortet ai y AnmdOn 
Tuna 


mat* ScIMira tor these ton 
rtuniha A Coor or me araft 


we » artm'ii jaui envetoo* 

10 st Albans How. srr/eo 

Naraarkrt. l reman S»IY <QX 
quoting rt ft nii rf DGVaOMJfl- 
A/sa>UMl Comorab or r«p- 
mattanvea can toe made urtmaa 
one immr from totay _. _„ 


LEGAL NOTICES 


n W Kto Mate uraftaa 
NOrtCC IS NtRCHV QtVZM 
etmuant re Section shim 
twhew *et t we. (tout a mm- 
lira of thr CTMOOre of me above 
lumas co m pa n y urtR be twtd ar 
me offlm of Leonard Coras * 
Oo, MMrt at 50 UHtoxnr 
Terrace . <9ns noon . Loaoaa 
WS «U « USod Ombtc 
Omrter 1999 at ISUS am far 
the DUTJXwd aasw taRHOtn 



HOUSING RESEARCH TR 
DEVELOPMENT j JOtlfR 

OFFICER 

The Joseph Rownxree Foundation is establishing a 
new foO-uine post to Ifetge stronger links between our 
work oa boosing re s ear c h , pur practical hooting 
operations and publicity and dissemination activities. 
The Foundation speeds £6rn on research and 
development each year. It is also responsible for a 
bousing association which seeks to he at the c u tting 
edge of new thinking on housing pro vision, including 
management pract is es, d esig n concepts and funding 
techniques. We an: keen to ensure that oor pioneering 
work helps formulate ca&aoti policy and influence 
(he work of other practitioners. 

The person we are seeking »ifl have had practical 
experience in the booting fidd (perhaps in a housing 
association) as wdl is analytical (preferably research! 
skills and a brood interest in hooting policy. They will 
be able to write steady and Wocisdy. to present 
material m an accessible form, and have a mural 
disposition towards dissemination. 

The job will be based in York and will report direct to 
the Foundation's Director. 

Salary will fejj within the local authority Principal 
Officer sale, probably between 134.000 and £27,000 pA 
The dosing dale for aB applications is Monday, 
January 31,1994 and interview* will be held in York 
an Thursday, Feb rua ry IQ. 1994. 

Father parriesfon are available fan: 

Rafa S h eppard 

Jwef hiamBiMFwftlfea 

The Homestead, 40 Water End. York VO?6LP. 

T«L 099400819 (24 boo- attsaphooe). 

The Homestead is a no smoking office. 

NO AGENCY APPLICATIONS 
The Joseph faffirf Foundation stores to hr an 
Equal Opportunities emfeaper H'e particularly 
welcome applications from people from ethnic 
minority groups and from disabled people. 




OXFORD HOUSE 
COLLEGE 


Secretarial ! (Tc«m 

* Typing. Audio, Shorthand 

* WHMNl Wbrt. cm* 

• Lotus. Exri. OSbse. Sage 

♦ gMtsrtmhe £490 

♦ 12 RedWe hours £45 
Enrol now for January 

0200 600 660 



City based Communications Group has two maternity leave vacancie: 
due to commence in February 1994. These positions will be tor ar 
initial b month period. 

Personnel Administrator 

Candidate must be self-motivated and have experience of payrol 
administration and Inland Revenue requirements. The successfu 
candidate will also be responsible for administering the company pen¬ 
sion and private health schemes and maintaining personnel records 
Knowledge of Wordpertect 5.1 and Lotus 123 advantageous. 

Secretary to PR Director and Account Group 

Candidate must possess good organisational skills, be able to work or 
own initiative and communicate at all levels. Knowledge o. Jt 
Wordperfect 5.1 essential. £ K 

Please apply by forwarding y our Cl’ .i„d toverit^ letter /. 

Ci,i * a ." ' Binhir Unc. Lrnio, 

tC.i V 9B\. No agencies. 


Learn French 
from the French. 

4 week crash courses. 

15 hours/week 
Full prosperous from: 
Alliance Francaiyj. 
Dept TMC, l Dutscl Sq, 
London NVVl HI'. 
071-723 7471 


1 


'V Fu«to lif.j, 


Kwpaflailn) rintW—w 
A LEVEL REVISION 
r«*n*Mfcntai« 

Sc. lldda'a CuUegt 
Mnr .1 CCtySM t Agd Hh- Wfli 

ririXMhircnnM wfottAM 

fct J 

j La-g. ajiplt were, 1 , -to tto l UCn 
j 7«l 311517 C*W 

T>» giiuatcm ut i * am* 
‘4VAraR]iiMiil OOUB 


HARLEY STREET. 

Private Medical Clinic, 
Secretary / Manager 
with Computer «fc 
Nursing experience. 
Salary negotiable. 
Please Reply to Box No 
5258* I Virgin Street, 
Wippfeg, E19BL 


MULTI-LINGUAL 

OPPORTUNITIES 


SUPER SECRETARIES 




ADMINISTRATION 


J™*™"* on ImuHtry. nt 
W«> mreira rnwuonnm 
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-§gyg gorge, at ease on 
_ stage as only a man 
has been stared at 
most of his life could be, 


ARTS 


BOOKS page 31 

Classical no longer 
means just Greece and 
Rome. Now it's India, 
China and Persia as well 
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OPERA : A blazing Gloriana at the Leeds Grand Theatre, and chill ing Philip Glass at the South Bank 

Barstow 
reigns 
supreme 

Rodiey Milnes applauds a superb 
Otera North staging of one of 
Benjanin Britten’s greatest operas 

E 


ach major new produce 
tionof Britten’s corona- 
tiompera — and Phyllida 
Uc^'s for Opera North 
at the GrandTheatre in i^s is 
unquestionab/ a major production 
-marks a lew stage towards 
defining the psition of this trou¬ 
bled work in he canon. Each re¬ 
encounter >rings a fresh 
perspective to bear on its i nitial 
rejection by a aiffy gala audience, 
and most of thqjress. 40 years ago. 

It was surely not just b ecau se it 
was ’hasty moem music**: even in 
1953 listeners wio could respond to 
Walton’s cororuion marches, not 
to mention wiat 
was being playsd 
fe in concert hals, 

■ could take Gltr- 
iana It canrot 
have been simpy 
becajse the ju>- 
ject was “df~ 
specful"; one 
_ the_prob]ems 
thepeeeistha 
pubic scenes 
only threaten 
ovej whelm 
private 
but ay on fla 
of he 
witf a 
whcse capacio 
mace even Dis 
OF course, 
pla^ their part, 
hostiity to Britten 
intohe 1960s, but I 
aspet of the 
pebfJe's throats. 

Lloyi faces 
reluc 


% 


might have 
blush. 

considerations 
did a general 
lasted well 
that one 
flaat studs in 
aspect that 
head ton. was the 
ionship betwdjn an old 
wcjnan and a youn^ man. If the 
gerders axe reversed, nobody turns 
a ^ir — it is the toy stuff of 
bouevard comedy 4 but even 
toddr the opposite is mar-taboo, at 
leas! to judge from reborts in the 
poptiax press. ' 

Tfjs side of things, fol reasons of 
castitg apart from any others, was 
not itressed in the itiarvellous 
by Colin 
sterling 


Sadie's Wells productk 
Grahim that did sue 


service in the 1960s and 1970s and 
rehabilitated the work for my 
generation simply as a piece of 
musical theatre. 

That process of rehabilitation is 
maintained in Leeds under the 
thrusting musical direction of Paul 
Daniel: the sheer vigour of die 
score, the technical brilliance; the 
bold, near-Verdian coups de tfuS- 
dtre, all combine to make Gloriana 
vie with Peter Grimes for die title of 
Britten's butchest opera. 

The orchestral playing and cho¬ 
ral singing on Saturday were 
spendidty disciplined, and the im¬ 
pact of die score in this ideal-sized 
_ theatre inescap¬ 
ably grand. 

Gloriana must 
be daunting to a 
certain kind of 
producer in that 
there’s not much 
you can “do” to iL I 
mean, play it in 
modem dress and 
the Bloody Tower 
would beckon all 
concerned. But 
Phyllida Lloyd 
simply concen¬ 
trates on giving • 

_ die private scenes 

their proper 
weight against the background of 
weD-organised pageantry. 

Anthony Ward’s flexible perma¬ 
nent set of plain wooden walls, a 
gold surround and two gateways 
serves all die prescribed locations 
atmospherically thanks to Ride 
fisher's lighting, and his period 
costumes are mainly sombre; the 
less sonibre principals stand out 
vividly. 

■What makes die evening utterly 
memorable is Lloyd’s collaboration 
with that extraordinary singing 
actress Josephine Barstow. who 
might have been bom to sing 
Gloriana, and the casting of Thom¬ 
as Randle as Essex. He is present¬ 
ed, frankly, as a sex-object; before 
die Queen can decently effect the 
reconciliation between him and 
Mountjoy at the opening, he has to 


The aspect that 
stuck in people’s 
throats was the 
relationship 
between an 
old woman and 
a young man 



Rise of 
the house 
of Wales 

Tbe Fall of the 
House of Usher 
Queen Elizabeth Hall 


Josephine Barstow might have been born to sing Gloriana. Her Essex, Thomas Randle, is a lusty, impetuous Essex boyo on the make 


adjust his d£cotletage and get some 
more clothes an. A lusty, impetu¬ 
ous. long-haired boyo on the make 
—Essex man indeed — Randle is as 
far from Peter Pears as it is possible 
to get and his singing is equally 
impetuous, yet engagingly shaped. 

The interplay between Penelope 
Rich and Mountjoy (Susan Chilcotr 
and Karl Morgan Daymond, who 
are both excellent) is also openly 
erotic, suggesting the normal emo¬ 


tional responses from which the 
Queen has always been barred and 
throwing her scenes with Essex 
into sharp relief. Their brief physi¬ 
cal contact in the second Lute Song 
and its aftermath is a piece of 
extremely subtle direction, fault¬ 
lessly executed by both artists. 

While Barstow's response to 
words and notes is throughout 
characteristically varied and inven¬ 
tive — like a schoolgirl gossiping 


about the duel, ineffably regal in 
public, grotesque in her humilia¬ 
tion of Lady Essex (Yvonne Burnett, 
very touching), truly pathetic when, 
wigless, surprised by Essex — it is 
in the last scenes that she moves 
into top gear. The signing of Essex's 
death warrant, after a positively 
Donizetti an cat-fight with the dark 
Penelope, is an epic moment: you 
see the very blood draining from 
her face and know you are looking 


at a woman with no reason left for 
living. Sustaining dial emptiness 
for once makes the controversial 
m&lodrame finale truly die climax 
of die work. If I were to describe in 
words what happens at the end. it 
might sound corny; I can only say 
that in the theatre it stops the heart 
In a performance such as this. 
Gloriana is unquestionably central 
to Britten's output unquestionably 
a great opera. 


DAMP and cold. Cold and damp. 
Damp and cold. The words of 
Edgar Allan Poe; the repeating, 
oscillating, repeating figures of the 
music of Philip Glass, and the chill 
of a December evening seeped into 
the bones at the South Bank. 

Music Theatre Wales had come 
to the end of its autumn tour of 
Glass's chamber opera. The Fall of 
the House of Usher, which, in 
Michael McCarthy's masterful 
production, started life four years 
ago. London has seen it before, at 
the Union ChapeL Islington, a 
space very nearly as gothick and 
claustrophobic in effect as the 
tower-cage which forms die centre 
of Richard Aylwin's single, dark 
set 

Everywhere it goes, the show 
plays to packed houses. And no 
wonder: for not only is this the 
great god Glass, but tins is Glass 
meeting a writer who might have 
written expressly for him. “The 
years have eroded my souL” cries 
the melancholy protagonist, Rod¬ 
erick Usher; and Glass's endlessly 
repeating rhythmic patterns, mes- 
mentally predictable harmonic 
lurches and electric melodic flares 
slowly begin to erode the nerves. 

A knock at the door gives die cue 
for an obsessive percussive ham¬ 
mering at die psyche. The word¬ 
less vocalise of Roderick’s toon 
sister/alter ego/lover is both a 
variant on Glass’s own instrumen¬ 
tal meiismas and the voice of an 
age Tacked by the torment of its 
newly discovered sub-conscious. 

This simple tale makes all too 
few demands on its audience. Yet it 
frees them to ponder, if they so 
wish, on psychological complex¬ 
ities. That possibility is encour¬ 
aged by the wonderfully 
sophisticated production of Music 
Theatre Wales, slow and tactile in 
its small repertoire of spare physi¬ 
cal movement. In the fine playing 
of the company's instrumental 
ensemble under Michael Rafferty. 
Glass's textures part mesh togeth¬ 
er again and part once more. 

Tenor Julian Pike is totally 
compelling as the (sefftHxKsessed 
Usher, Anne Margretfae Eikaas 
property haunting as the rhapsod¬ 
ic wordless Madeline and Gwion 
Thomas, ardent and bewildered as 
the welTmeaning but finally pow¬ 
erless friend, William. 

Hilary Finch 


TELEVISION: Lynne Trass 

Sound fare 
on screen 


T hd iig disappointment 
wlsthe Shipping Fore¬ 
cast The promise that 
jkown to Saturday's 
Aena Radio Night 
(BBC2 anc Radio 4) would be 
“interactiv" between tele¬ 
vision ari the radio had 
somehow -aised too high a 
hope. I ws pathetically con¬ 
vinced thacameras had been 
sent to eah of the coastal 
stations. Hw 1 longed for a 
glimpse of tat romantic item. 
ti,e Chanel lightvessei 
Automatic. 

Such thughts the name 
conjures, here she_ floats 
abandoned y man amid tem¬ 
pestuous irdnight sea s (or 
doesn’t — I hve no idea). Her 
proud yello* beacon strokes 
the black brizon. her only 
company thtregular pulse of 
sharp salt stay against ner 
glass. Oh ye* Inside her grey 
iron walls o sign of I* 
remains save or a small heap 
of paperback: an old oraed 
calendar, a ffigte slipper, a 
worn patch otpaint at shoul¬ 
der-height at ie head of the 
galley stairs. 

Well. I can" help it. that's 
what I think oj But what dia 
BBC2 show us" A few library 
pictures of chopy seas, some 
pretty wafting underwater 
veg. a whale or vo- and so™ 3 

fisherfolk. Comag as the last 
feature of a fur-and-a-half 
hour contest of he broadcast 
media, here wasthe crowning 
evidence for 'tint well-worn 

commonplace: radio definitely 
has the better biuures. , 

But the inttra-’o've evening 
was in other tins a triumph. 
“Anything you [an do. I can oo 
• better.’* die. Tj sang to tne 


Arena Radio Night 

(BBC2/Radio 4) 

radio. “No you can't,” “Yes I 
can." “No you cant," “Yes I 
can.” “No you cant." “Yes I 
can, yes I oan”.Never before 
outside Disney animation 
have household appliances en¬ 
gaged in such a spirited duel 
One's only fear was that, on 
making a quick dash to the 
kitchen for a sustaining cup of 
tea. one would discover one's 
fridge and microwave mooch¬ 
ing companionably through. 
“Ah yes, I remember it well". 

Paradoxically enough, the 
sound-only bits made the best 
television. In a feature on the 
human voice (much of it 

illustrated, mysnfyingly. by a 

swimmer doing lengths), Jon¬ 
athan Aitken’s point about the 
1960 presidential race—that if 
Kennedy had the looks. Nixon 
had the larynx — was simply 
and beautifully exemplified 
when the screen went blank. 

ut on the whole dark 
screens were too rare. 
■ # too risky; even Alastair 
Cooked five-minute voice-only 
spot was encumbered by im¬ 
ages of Manhattan by night 
soidio dials, annotated scripts, 
and all that By bringing die 

larkv bickering charactff- 
bSSm - Cook speak- 
me for arrogant male 

SlvBion;JosieUW««m- 

«nonating sensitive female 
{^io — but at least this device 



B 


Peter Cook: 

arrogant 

kept constantly alive the issue 
of la difference. 

Take Peter Kavanagh’s play 
about a forgotten sound effects 
technician (The Spot FX 
Man). It worked well as visual 
drama — a buff-coaled Peter 
Vaughan and his garret of 
gadgets — but you never 
forgot to ask yourself, “How 
would this come across as 
sound-only? Wouldn’t the de¬ 
mise of the budgie be more 
effective if you couldn’t see it 
dead?" 

The high points of the 
evening were programmes on 
sports commentating, TV 
thefts (the raiding of radio 
ideas), and the gruesomely 
fa miliar , abdab-indudng ritu¬ 
al of yesteryear Sunday roasts, 
ingested to the sound of The 
Navy Lark and Round the 
Home. Dammit I had forgot¬ 
ten Semprim Serenade fold 
ones, new ones'! Yet still I 
sympathised with the person 
in voice-over who said inno¬ 
cently: That’S still on. isn't itr 

What an excellent question. 
For in terms of both the ether 
and the folk memory. 
Semprim Serenade will never 
oo off die air- In fact ft is 
probably playing right now 
aboard the Channel Light- 

vessel Automatic 


LONDON THEATRE: A date with a diary at Greenwich, and under surveillance in Islington 


A decade ago Keith 
Waterhouse came up 
with the splendid 
wheeze of writing Mrs 
Footer's Diary, to give her 
version of the comings and 
goings — and the Cummings 
and Gowing — in her hus¬ 
band’s spectacularly ordinary 
life. Subsequently he staged a 
version that interwove the 
Grossmith Brothers’ book 
with his own, and in this 
revival Patricia Routledge and 
Clive Swift play tbe devotedly 
domestic couple. 

In their anxiety to cut re¬ 
spectable figures in tbe world, 
the Poolers resemble Hyacinth 
and Richard Bucket (pro¬ 
nounced bouquet), the charac¬ 
ters Routledge and Swift play 
in the television series Keeping 
Up Appearances. But the 
Poolers were basically sweet- 


Show pooters out 


natured. and though Water- 
house feels that his Carrie 
Footer is more waspish than 
the original, she is ail buzz and 
no sting. So much sweetness, 
so many mild disputes mildly 
resolved, make for a cosy 
evening, and if cosiness is to 
your taste this play will meet 
your need for an 
unoantentious Christmas. 

Waterhouse^ contribution 
to the original story is two¬ 
fold. He supplies Mrs Footer's 
gloss on events familiar from 
her husbands record: the mis¬ 
hap with the red enamel painti_. 
the accidents that-marred her 
enjoyment'of the Lord May- 
ortsjball: And he imagines 
I 


Mr and Mrs 
Nobody 

Greenwich 


adventures, though rather 
small ones, that can slip into 
the gaps in the narrative. So he 
depicts her yearning to leave 
The Laurels, Brickfield Road, 
Holloway, and return id 
P eckham, though of course- 
she can never mention^this to 
her husb^cL-(for:'5e?WbuId 
.then include it in ~fiis diary, 
which he doesn't) so this 
yearning just stops abruptly. 

Alexander McPherson's de¬ 


sign, set against a roofecape of 
brick gables and slate roofs, 
shows us the Pooler parlour 
on two revolves. The cottage 
piano is the centrepiece of one 
revolve, and a blade bureau in 
the Chinee style is the reposi¬ 
tory for Mrs Pooler's bonnets 
in the other revolve. Arm¬ 
chairs and a small table hurtle 
into position on rails. It is fun 
to watch this happening. Quite 
wrong, though, are the clouds 
of steam pouring through the 
open window whenever a 
train goes past the garden. The 
noise too: you would think that 
they lived in a tunnel. 

Apart from this error, Mat¬ 
thew Francis’s direction does 


as wefl as possible with a tale 
that is really a score of short 
tales, creating a busy lime 
world whose intricacies must 
be conveyed by only two 
speaking actors. Colleagues, 
tradesmen, even the ineffable 
son Lupin, are so much empty 
air. 

Routledge is her decorous 
sdL pointing her irony neatly 
but gurgling with fond laugh¬ 
ter, which sounds quaint. 
Swift speaks his lines well and 
sounds pretty much as one 
might imagine a Pooler 
sounding. But the play lacks 
poignancy, lacks those out¬ 
bursts of vexation and pique 
that give the book its comic 
vigour. After all, one cannot 
take umbrage against the va¬ 
cant space. 

Jeremy Kingston 


An aid to stimulation 


T 


his prome nad e event, in 
which the multi-media 
company Blast Theory 
explores Aids and surveil¬ 
lance, is experimental art with 
a scientific side. Throughout 
the spectators — a little like 
hospital: patients, perhaps — 
are bombarded by technology. 
There are television monitors 
in comers. Projected computer 
graphics imitate fibre-optic 
journeys through the body. 

A questionnaire puts the 
audience on the spot in the 
middle of tbe show: “Have you 
had an HIV antibody test? If 
die answer is “yes', go and 
stand under the red light." 
Pronouncements come over 
the loudspeakers explaining 
DNA and celkJoning, or or¬ 
dering the ados about “Get 
up. Lie down. Turn over.” 

At one point, a man playing 
an Aids victim tries to keep up 
with tiie commands, mirrored 
by a woman, way off, tossing 
and turning on a pile of 


Chemical Wedding 
Union Chapel, NI 

scientific torpes. He climbs in 
and out of a bed suspended 
from steel cords. It swings 
about in all directions like a 
pendulum in a kinetic sculp¬ 
ture, a pawn in a complex 
network of fyiock-on effects. 

The walls of his room — 
video projection screens — 
surround him in the swirl of 
psychedelic computer anima¬ 
tion. adding to the feverish 
sense of nausea and petwer- 
lessness. Elsewhere, clips of 
Invasion of the Bodysnatchers 
flash up images of romance 
and violence; Simultaneously, 
the four performers (crewcut 
men and women] body-slam 
exhaustively. They push each 
other to the floor: possibly 
lovers, possibly killers. 

Some sequences drag on 
self-indulgently. The audience. 


having obligingly come in 
dose when shepherded to do 
so. were left to watch two 
women simply bouncing on 
the spot until they ran out of 
steam. These two. being re¬ 
grettably St. were scarcely 
even out of breath by the time I 
was at the end of my tether, 
searching for my safety valve 
and wondering if I was a 
guinea pig in an experiment 
concerning boredom thresh¬ 
olds and British politeness. 

An added frustration was 
the under-amplified voice¬ 
over. Symbolic choreography 
without context can be ob¬ 
scure. Why was that man 
sticking little strips of gaffer 
tape on the floor while shout¬ 
ing “can you see him now?" 
The disco at the end seemed 
emotionally inappropriate, 
but at its best Chemical Wed¬ 
ding was stimulating, sugges¬ 
tive and energetic. 

Kate Bassett 
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30 ARTS 


LONDON 

ASPECTS Of LOVE For the nea 
three weeks Andrew UoydWebber «U 
ftswstxiTTusfcaJShmngconaJrentty 

bb tte 000 retufts br a short w*sL 
onset he tea. __ 

Prtaeo of Wales. Coventry St, WC2 
flOTI-839 0721. Opens ronlghi 7pm. 
Tho weic Tue 7pm. wed 3pm ena 
7 45pm. This 7.45pm: Fri 3pm 
ae fllH U Ky r t E R .TherrusBjna 


CBBoramgraw 

wflh (un and games tar aB tt» fa«y. 

CWdran can Join a wrtohop today to 
mate EhQtr own tamuse charagBr 
Soak, tom orro w . tnasfcmMfrB tagwao 
hy Q| her renal eharaews- Ewnte are 
free and them is a BeSrtt ftflsriral to 
Mow Miring desIgn'yCM-wn 

plcture-teOarB and spreeikig cents. 

Vfciwla and Afcart Kusamj 

oomwB Boats, SW7 (071-W8 8500). 
Today. Mpm aiW.iSfm 
Tomorrow. TO 30-n 50am;T 1.45- 
ia45pm; 2-apm and 3.1 W.ispm. B 
ROYAL PWLHAHMOWC 
ORCHESTRA: Oman AwdHurfw 
has chosen a JgNheaned program* 
to start ofi Chrbamas week: 

Hwnpartfe* (Overture. Mansat and 
G«W: PraWtay(TrotalwnlJBttf0rwtf 
K^;Pati Patterson (Utfe Had flfeftip 
Hooc?; TchakowKy (St-on Lada 
excerpts*: Wmsky Kcreataw (Caprineto 


fi THE ABSENCE Of WAR 
Thaw start bi David Hart stitay of the 
Labcw Party Wtom necessary.« 
unfair, t to p tw anB on your port U vwh. 
National (CWvferl. South Bank. SET 
{071 -928 2252) Tortghl-wed, 7.15pm; 
mat Wed. 2pm B 

□ THE WO: Roald DeWs Big Frwrty 
Gte4 mates Ms awsarsfly festive caB 
onLondon. 

Afliery. St Mann's Lane, WC2 (071- 
8S711151. Mon 7pm, Tue-Fri. 2pm and 
7pm; Sa Mam. 230pm, 7pm. DeeM: 
11 am and 230pm onfy. 

■ CAHOUSB^ TuneM and dewrty 

set Rodpasand Hammerettii nMtaet 

SAMfRIza 

Shafteotuy. Shaftesbury Avenue, 

WC2 (Q71-379 5399). Mon-Sal. 730pm; 
mats Wad, Sat. 230pm Extra rnat 
today,230pm Dec34.230pmonly.© 

□ FOREVER PLAID: GanW, md 
wtttfty perforated homage In ihe tau-pari 
harmony (youpsot rhe 1950s 

Aprilp, Shafisstxjry Avenue. W1 (071- 
4945070) MorvTtua. 6pm; Fit. Sat. 
fen and 830pm Dec 24: Gpmorty. 
Dec27.28 0pm and 830pm. 

□ AN INSPECTOR CALLS: Stephen 
Dairt/s marvellously re-anagined 
version ol Pnestfe/c social thrfter 
Aldwycfa, Aldwych. WC2 (071-836 
6404). Mon-Fri, 7.45pm: SaL 5pm wief 
815pm: mat Wed. 230pm. Extra met 
today. 230pm: no mat Dec 22: no perf 
Dec 27.0 

□ JIUIAIS VU: Ken CarrpbeB. in 
typical tami with NabUant biend ol 
humou sid pHtosophtcol acumen, h 
BwWMEMKirSMMttW. 
VPudevMa Theatre, Tha Sum), WC2 
(071-8389987). Mon-Sal 730pm; main 
Sat 2.30pm. Urtfl Dec 23. 

■ MACBETH: Derek Jacobi and 
Choyi Campbell play lha hefttaund end 
«a dsn vi Ackian Noble's new 
production Wtti Denys Hawthorne and 
Christopher Rawnecroft- 
Barbicaa Bartjfcen Centra. EC2 (071- 
638 8891). Toright-Tfes, 7.15pm: mat 
Thus. 2 pm.® 


NEW RE1 FASFS 

CREMA PARADISO: THE SPECIAL 
EDITION (PQ): Longs'. Wartorwretan 
ol Gfioappe Tomatora's Oscar-wtmer 
about the Ste and tores of a SicBan boy 
projectionist W*i Ph&ppe Nonet and 
Salvatore Casco. 

Metro (071-437 0757) 

THE MEfBOR MAN (PG): Timid 
Washtagton teacher turns 3 tjpertwro and 
deans up the community. Band, 
dtehowtal. wsl-moantag fertasy hom 
vniter-cBnectar-ster Robert Townsend. 
EtocMcfi (071 -792 2020) 

♦ ROBM HOOD: MEN IN TKamS 
(PCQ: UrAnry, oudated Sherwood 
Forest spoof tram Mai Brooks, with 

' C«y Etaes. Roger Reas, Retard Lewis. 
MOMS: Chaim (071 -362 5096) 

Oxford Sinai 0771-638 0310) OcfaeaK 
Kimskigton (0426914666) Swfsa 
CdOafle (0433 914098) Was End 
(0426815574] UCI «MMeyiG(D71' 
792 3332) 

CURRENT 

♦ ADOAMS FAMILY VALUES (PQ): A 
new baby cases chaos in America's 
mow macabre household- OwrBfcten 
sequel, w»r good stretches. With Raul 
Julia and Anfeiica Hunoru drectar. 

Bony SorrerMd. 

Empire (071 -497 9999) MGMk Bafear 
Street (071-935 9773 Mb** Road 
(071-370 2636) Trocadero @(071-434 
0031) Screon/Orean (071-2283520) 
UCIWWhJwr*© (071-79233321 

♦ ALADDIN (U): Disney’s tnssh 
Arabian cartoon does not mach 
wpectatJono, though RobtaWKama' 
Genta is tan. Oksctars, John Mualrar. 
RonCJemreB. 

Barbtam fi (Q71-63B 8891) MGMc 
Chetaaa (pn -352 5096) Oatard Steeec 
pari -6380310) Odatawc Kmhgkvi 


TODAY S EVENTS 


A dally guWeto arts 
and ertortafnrient 

eompled fay Kris Anderson 

Esqsgnofl plus cads lor ihe audmee: 
Bartdcan, Sik area. London EC2 
(BIT-638 8831). ToriEP*- 7:3Q ( m -® 
TWO WIDOWS: Smeuns'Bdravang 
room comedy was last 0000 in London 
30 yeas ago. David Fo rejngf 
production for BiO a pramierea wrUgW 
whh MsteMdaughi". AnneWans 
Owens, Dmfd RerstaH »*d Donald 
Adams. Adam Radar conttads. 
Cofaeun. St Manta's lare. London 
WC2 (071-838 3161). Tortfltt and Thus. 
730pm. Four Mats tar it» pnea oi 
three tar el WtaowG partomaraSE. G 

ELSEWHERE 

UACKPOOL; A Mend d staggering 
Vus»n, 4 )infr 8 t^iigid>dH)andgood- 
fitt-tahtaned fun a In state wHh jto 
HTs adaptaflon ct H.G. Wefc's dassto 
stay TbainvMbfa Man. 

Grand ^Thaatre. Church Stras (0253 
28373). Opens tontfl TN» weeta 
Today, Tuaa and Ttus. 730pm; Wed 
sta Sun, 230and 7.30pm. CHWen half 
price.LfndlJan 8 .fi 


THEATRE GUIDE 


Jtreray WngHrm’s aaaeas m a m 
of theatre Showing hi London 

■ Housafeift, rebntsonty 
B Some aaala avaBabla 
□ Seats at ail prices 


■ ME AND MAMIE OROURKE 
French and Saundera In wsehedly 
nghtweght US play aboil lesbian 
fnnmUnn 

SMd, AldwyiiL WCZ (071-930 8800). 
Mon-Tlifs 8 pm; Frl. Sat Gpmand 
8.45pm. Extra mat Dec 21,23 ^ 3pm; 
no part Dec 24. 

B MB3EA; Jonathan Kant draots the 
magn d een t Diana Hgg ki Btapidas's 
tragedy of a woman's revenge. 

Wyndhemra, Charing Gram Road. 

WC2 (671-8671116). Mon-Fit 8pm: SM, 
830pm; mats. Sat530pm. No pert 
Dec 24 and 27 

B OLEANNA: David Suchot, Lia 
- WSams ki Mamet's Ametfean tala ot 
power. poiNca and pirtrimoriL 
Dufcs of Yorlda, SI Matin's Lsne. 

WC2 (071-8365122). Mon-SaL 730pm; 
mtds Thus, ^3m and Sal 4pm. No perf 
Oec24.fi 

BONEMAN Bectrttying 
perterm a ncafi ty Steven Berkoff In three 
solo pieces: Poe's TaBtgle Heat; Actor. 
and he Merton, ch*ng Dog. 

Qantafc, Chwing Cross Road. WC2 

(071-4945040). Mon-Sat 5pm. No perf 
Dec 24 

□ P 1 AF: Seine Paige in powerful voice 
as the Pariaan spwirow. The play Itssf 
Is rather lass Hian metveious. 

Ptecadflty. Denman Skaet W 1 (071- 
8871118). MorvSel 8 pm; mats Wad 

(Lorraine Brarmlng) and Set ^wn. Dec 
24.3pm only. 

□ muone values', rm 

Luscomba drects Susan Hampshire. 
Sara Crowe and Aloon FWoa h 
Cowards mbbish t»S daver comedy. 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Gaoff Bram'a aaaoaamant of 
■main London and (where 
ImfcatM wMi tfw symbol ♦ ) 
on rslonao across ttscounhy 


(0426 914668) Laiceeter Square 
(0435815683) Msifals Arch (0426 
914501) Bwtas Cottage (0428914096) 
UCI WMMayS B (071-7BB 3332J 

AMERICAN HEART (15): Fafrer end 
son hA the Seattle streets. WaA-meantag 
social drama from Aectar Matin BsB; •' 
with JaR Oidgea and Btwerd Furiong. 
Odaon HsynwfDM (D426 915359 • 

♦ DAVE (15): the US PraeUanfs 
lookattee rates over. BegiMng comic 
tarresy, with Kent Nina and sgoumey 
Wearer. Nan Rdlmm cttects. 

MGMk Firiham Road (071870 2636) 
TtacwdaraK) (071-434 0031) Ua 
VnUtetays fi(<0 71-792 3332) Warner 
fi (071-437 4343) 

THE HAWK (15): hr Helen Menu's 
lustxsid Lancastm's aerial Wler? David 
Hainan's modest but powerful 
domestic Sifter, tem Rsnsley^ novel. 
MGMc CtMteea (071-352 5096) 
Haymartad (071-8391527) Woraarfi 
(071-437 4343) 

♦ THE MAN WITHOUT A FACE (12): 
Scarred rectose tutors a yang outcast 
(NdtStehi). Queasy drama tem 
dvocJorct* Mel Gfcsorr. 

Barbican fi(071-838 5691)MQMa: 
Chelan (071-352 5096) Shaftesbury 
Avenue (071 -836 6279) Ttocadera fi 
(P71-434 0031) Odeans: Kanrington 
(0428-914668) Swire Cottage (0426 
914(881 Warner B (071-«37 48*3) UCI 
WMtateya fi (071-792 3332] 


BRIGHTON- Sue Potent, etneya a 
poprisr prindpai boy. stats as Rotan 
Hood rtWs year’s production of 
Bebea In he Wood. Wtti Cote 
Devereatk and joAnna Sale 
Theatre Royal, Nov Road (0273 
328488). Urn wreak: Todw-Thra. 230 
and 730pm; Fri. 2pm end 5 pm. 

tBCtSItB: BtMtetflgeeoritaeiBsgs 
own nuidabout antes wtt< Pai 
Koryson's magfctal pantomime 
CMsnlt shatan patannenca space 
wdi Careusaf, sffii RusseB Obren. 
Hsymarket, Bdgrave Gate (0633 
539787). Tfewede Crtterrda Tostay 
and Tua, 3pm; Wed 130pm: Thus 
3pm. CWDUMf: Today and Ur. 730pm: 
Wad. 430 ted 8 pm; Thus. 730pm.fi 

lONDON GA11 BMPS 

Bwrttcdn: Tha London Group (071-638 
4141)... BrtBafi Muaaum: Kswanabe 
Kysoai(071-6361H5)... MM 
Hre: Broca ChatwTS Bre to g a pta 
p7i-9283002)... Na&nMPntnii 
Marr The Partrrt Now, Thomas 
Eaton* (071-306 0055).,. Naflomd 
fetter. Ken «t 071-8993321)... 
Hoyul Academy of Aria: Onrings 
horn the J. PSJ Getty Museum ( 071-439 
7438).. -Teta: Ben fUchoten; 

Tuner's Vignettes (071-887 300$ ...V 
A A: Geres of Mystery: Russian icons; 
150 Yearaoi [he Christmas Card (071- 
938 6500). 


Savoy, Strand, WC2 (071-8368886). 
Mon-Sot 746pm; mate '4tad and Sat. 
3pm. Extra ma Deo 23 and 30.3pm; 
noperfDaca4.31.fi 

□ THE TWO QENTiaiBi OF 
VERONA: The sparide has faded tan 
Dadd Thadcer’s towing production, ta 
London lor one month. 

T h eatee dw d . Haymerkat. SWl (071- 
930 88 OQ. Tm week: Toctay and Tue. 
730pm; W 6 d ted Thuts, 3pm and - 
730pm. Untl January 15. 

□ WILDEST DREAMS; Ayckbourn's 
rated hlartous despair wtti grim 
teugWer as teteay-gena addfcts 
oomele grief. 

I>K Batxte Centre. EC2 (071-638. 
8691). Tard^t-Ttus, 7.15pm.fi 

LONG RUNNERS 

□ BteodBrotherwRioentr (071-887 
1044)... □ BudtfrMcroriePetec* 
(071-83413171... B CstK New 
London (071-4050072)... B crazy tor 
You: Prmce Edward (071-734 8951) 
...□ Don’t Dress far Otanwr 
□UChess (071-494 5070) ...□ Rvo 
Guys Named Moo: 4 no (071-494 
5045)... ■Qraasa: Domintan (p71- 
580 8845)... D Hot Stuff: Canttactoa 
(071-4945040) — ■ Josep h a nd the 
AfsaztegToctmtcrttor Dramcosb 
RaledUm ( 071-484 5037)... Kites 
HIsdrabtaK Palace (071-434 

0909)...BMtesSaigon:Thaetre 
Royal. Dn*y Lane (071-494 
5400)... □ The Mouset rap. SI 
Martin's (071-8381443). .MVn» 
Rurtomol the Opera: Her Majesty's 
(071-484 540Q).. .B StsrilgM 


8865) - • • B Or m a a t B oote rant 
Adelphi IheMre (071-344 0055)... 

□ Travels W*h MyAunt WhteriaJ 
(071-8871119)... B The lltoaam Is 
BMC Fortune (071 -838 S38). 

Tfcka i n tar ma tlon suppled by Society 
of West End Theatre 


ma y very dvring the Cl steu in s 


MR WONDSWL (iq: Beortcai 
worker Mat OBon dies to (tad his «M»tfe 
anewm o ft Dlsamlngcwriyfkisslrmt 
director Anthoiy fcangheia; wte 
AnnabeCa Sdona 

MGMHaymariM (071-8301527). ' 
Odson Serin Ccritaga (0428 914098) 

RAINMG STONES (15): Wbndertid 
sfee at tee on a Ctehafc councd estaa 
Director Kan loach Wends CUdng 
tmnour and m pare. Ende a ring 
pertarmancas from local taiert. 

MGM Pantan Btrast (071 -930 0831] 

THE REMAINS OF THE DAY (Lf): LKe 
and lost chances of an Bigashburier. 
Mochert Na/sanmacutes ■ ct% 
accoud of Kazuo lahiguro’s novel wBi 
Arthcny Hcptta, Emma Thompson. 
CunoriK UmrWr (071 -485 8885 ) 

Wsal End (071-439 4605) Odoona: 
KteafngtDn (0426-614666) Swiss 
Cottage (071-586 3067) 

RUBY IN PARADISE (15): Rassfre 
yomg women (the staking Ashley Judd) 
finds herrucha ta Ftaride. irttmata. 
egg wa Mn fl ckama tern vigor Nutez. 

Totte nh am Court Hoad (071- 
8366148) 

6 THE SECRET GARDEN (U): 

Poirehed renion of Fiteces Hodgaon 
Bunetfs classic; a cortldtet 
manstream debut tor dtectcrAgnieszte 
Hotand With Kda Meberiy and Maggie 

Smith. 

MGM RAam Road (071-370 2636) 
Mtaama (071-235 4225) Werner fi 
(071-437 4343) 

THE WEDDING BANOUET (15): 
Americensad Immigr a nt from Taiwan 

bis toted Ms parents Ire's gay. 
DefightU. csdngcross-cufiirtl comedy. 
Director, Angles. 

MSI PJccadBty (071-4373561) 
MhMma (071-23S 4225) Semen on 
Bater Sbaet (071-835 2772] 


ROCK: Adrian Deevoy gladly joins the admiring throng as an 
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one as an English institution holds cjurt 


Camping for Boy - the musical 


“YOU’LL have to excuse me,” Boy 
George apologised in a sorely serrated 
voice. “I’ve got a bh of Joe Cocker in my 
throat tonight." Singing in front of a 
large pink, white and blue union flag 
Georg; was playing his controversy 
card early in the game. The crowd 
lapped it up. 

Dressed soberly in a Prince of WaJes 
checked jacket voluminous red trou¬ 
sers and minimal makeup, George 
O’Dowd cut a sensible dash, save for 
an elaborate cap which, one suspected, 
concealed the cruel advance of hair 
loss. 

His seven-piece band, including a. 
ferociously funky bassist in die form of 
Mr Winston, was in its element when 
grinding out dirty dance grooves, but 
versatile enough to switch to the. 
myriad musical styles dial George's 
songs .embraced. Gentle, pulsing 
reggae was a firm favourite with 
musicians and audience alike, -a 
skanking version of “Everything 1 
Own" being especially effective. A 
simply folkedkip “Karma Chame¬ 
leon” sung to the accompaniment of a 
soft acoustic guitar, was introduced 
with the words: “Your mum will love 
fins one. irs a bit of a song about 
chameleons." It all but stole the show. 

Introductions, it transpired, were 
George’s strong suit combining his 
casual charm with an acerbic wit 
Indeed, he was at ease on stage as only 
a man who has been stared at for most 
of his life could be/ He occasionally 
allhided to his infamously naughty 
past but for foe most part foe mood 
was steered in the party direction. 

inte rming ling new material with 
classic cover versions was a smart 
move. A hard-rocking reading of T. 
Rex’s “Get It On”was inspired, and foe 
relatively unheard “One On One” and 
tile touching mid-pacer “Can You Feel 
My Painr (^postscript of sorts to “Do 
You Really Want To Hurt Me?”) 
sounded like foe song Lou Reed and 
Bruce Springsteen would write if they 
needed a collaborative Tap Ten hit 

Although his vocal range'has dimin¬ 
ished slightly since foe Culture Oub 
days. George has an-emotive soul 
voice. It has a pleasingly wheezy 
quality—he is a notorious asthmatic— 


Boy George 
Hammersmith Apollo 


and. while a few of foe top notes 
occasionally eluded him. a mature 
baritone sigh now fills out the bottom 
end handsomely. 

“Do You RbaSly WantTo Htirt Me?” 
was given aisnoatb treatment,, with 
bass toping ami cymbals splashing, 
although —. as George explained — it 
wasn’t a sang about physical torture,- 
but focused rather more on “emotional 
whipping". It wasn’t, tie also insisted, 
"about Jon", alluding to his old Culture 
Chib (hummer and: .foimer'bayfriend - 
Jon Moss. Either way. foe. audience 




Ihe messageifoat. George was at: 
tempting to conVey was hever particu¬ 
larly dear, but iheTnotion of universal 
love cropped upregulariy. Meanwhile, 
camp dashed with Chiislianity and 
Krishna combined comfortably wjtb 
country music- The Cncpre, “Bcrw 
Down Mister", successfully Wedded 
George’s twin obsessions of heady 
spirituality and low-down, double' 
entendre. i 

When “Move Away" was dedicated., 
with a certain bluntness.“to Agirlfrom! 
Essex who tried to ibove her tongue 
down my throat,”, foe groan from the > 
auditorium suggested that this type of 
heterosexual congress was 1 not to be 
encouraged. 

As foe evening heated up, the human 
warmth continued to flood from the 
stage. George thanked his own family 
generously, friends were pointed out 
private jokes exchanged and we were 
regularly told, with disarming frank¬ 
ness, how much he loved us. 

Much of his appeal stems from foe 
fact that there is a man the size of a 
bricklayer mincing rhythmically 
around the room making alternatively 
suggestive and uplifting remarks 
about his life. He may have been 
celebrated for his ability to dress 
convincingly as a woman and de¬ 
stroyed in the press for his dalliance 
with heroin, out when it comes to 
playing live and vibing up a full house 
he can still turn it on. 






m 


wrn 

m 

llil 

fev 


W. 


The Boy is back in town—George embraces his < 


CONCERTS: Tchaikovsky's ballet, played but not danced, in Manchester; Verdi inlx>nd< 


THE best reason for performing 
anything is that you tike it; foe next 
best is foal foe audience likes it: and if 
the occasion is appropriate that helps 
too. So foe conditions were at least 
theoretically right for. a Halfo perfor¬ 
mance of the centenary composer 
Tchaikovsky's seasonal, favourite, con¬ 
ducted complete by a self-confessed 
Nutcracker fan- for a like-minded 
capacity audience. ‘ 

Happily, since the whole point of a 
concert performance of /a popular 
ballet score must be to liberate it from 
such distractions, foe promised projec¬ 
tions of production stills did not 
materialise. And the coloured spot¬ 
lights an the stage of foe Free Trade 
Hall did no harm either. 


LORIN Maazel is a past master of 
ceremony. And just in case we had 
forgotten which ones exactly, a list of 
the Great Events for charity in which 
he has donated his services was listed 
at foe front of the Phflharmonia’S 
programme book. This performance of 
Verdis Requiem (for foe Worldwide 
Fund for Nature) followed suit and the 
performance bore all foe hallmarks of 
smart event management 
The ail but inaudible opening was 
the first of many shrewdly calculated 
and superbly executed sound effects. 
The final murmuring consonant of 
“aeternam” hung tm into infinity: the 


Nuts about the man 


- By the aid of the TJaIIp/ 

first half, however. "f” 

nothing rnnrfo had ' ■ aVlSD 

happened- It is' -—— 1 -—- 

true thai the second act is the more 
entertaining, but .the first .is. not 


Halle/Nagano 

. Manchester 


aeano There were numer- 

s ous felicities in the 

Lester • illumination of 

—- Tchaikovsky’s 

scoring, not feast where foe cor anglais 
was involved. But not even the Snow- 


uninspired and certainty not unsenti- - flakes — represented here by the not 


mental. The problem seemed to be that 
Kent Nagano was too indulgent about 
it all to preserve foe expressive-tension 
in flteTOdodic line, the freshness ifl the 


entirety secure voices of the 
Manchester Schools Choir — could 
create the authentic magic. 

The second act was much more 


colouring, and .the crisp rhythms: the; positive, not only in the presentation of 
marginal failure in synchronisation ‘each event but also in the pursuit of 
between woodwind and strings in foe dramatic continuity, which is actually 
overture was an early symptom of that more difficult to achieve here than 

No shortage of greasepaint 


Last Judgement set P hilhan ttn 

up a terrified whis- 

pering; the Festl\ 

chorus’s “libera - 

me" was half hummed into life. 

So far, so good. Verdi's work can 
take plenty of greasepaint, and with 
foe violins of the Philharmonia arch¬ 
ing their way into the “Lacrimosa” and 
foe Philharmonia Chorus all but 
levitating through the Sanctus, it was 
skilfully applied. But the work would 
not be great if it did not transcend the 


Philharmonia / Maazel 
Festival Hall 


a f Maazel 

. _ _ „ Here, there was 

l Hall too little else be- 

-sides. The quiet¬ 
ness too often seemed a question of 
volume, not of awe, and drama was 
created by fierce collisions of speeds 
rather than with an energy drawn 
from the breathing of the music itself. 
Maazel never seemed quite dosety 
enough in tune with his sharply 
individuated quartet of soloists. And if 
a conductor is not in tune with Ms 


earlier. The divertfcemefvt wa not 
allowed to get in lie way beuuse, 
allied to the instrunjeotal virtu os y on 
the surface of it, thee was an or rard 
impulse underneath 
The conductor night not iave 
returned after foe interval witi the 
specific intention of setting u a 
momentum from tie start and sui ain- 
ing it integrating tie decorative < stall 
and carrying the emotional pressure 
from the pas de tpux through tj foe 
end. But he certanly achieved s me- 
tbing on those tires. It is encouraging 
to know that ie will still fc in 
Manchester for the (Viennese tyle) 
New Year celebrations too. 

Gerald Larter 


voices, then the voices foemselvesmay 
well not be in tune. 

So it was, repeatedly, with the srong 
but edgy mezzo of Claire fowell 
(admittedly Handing in jfor Linda 
finnie), the exitingly raw hut fatering 
tenor of Rcberto Alagnq arri the 
careful bass of Gregg Baker. Only 
Nina Bautio's soprano jrealy tri¬ 
umphed oyer foe odds. The bleak 
plangency of ha- “Lacrimosa" uid foe 
sheer sense of desolation ip ter final 
intoning and her cry for reit Ifted the 
performance on to another plane. 


Hilary Finch 
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L as t_rninute Christmas presents: the classics, detective stories and science fictionTcHldren’s books and paperbacks' 
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Good bag of 
bloodsmiths 


* 


THERE was a stimulating sur¬ 
prise in the bagful of end-lf-the- 

lK,^£?l 08ies - Picador 
Book of Crime Writing (£14 901 

isa revelation, its entries have 
"Jiapnatively chosen by 
Michael Dibdin. His research 
and breadth of sp int has discov¬ 
ered a satisfying trove of the 
unexpected, the neglected and 
■ U3 3i^ stl Rably obscure, includ¬ 
ing Chekhov, Zola. William 
Faulkner. Kafka and a poem by 
Auden, as well as the more 
obvious P.D. James, Rendell. 
Stmenon, Highsmith and other 
premier leaguers. Inevitably 
there are extracts which cannoj 
pve a flavour of the full — by 
their nature, many tales of crime 
depend on accumulation. But 
Dibdin has usually chosen wise¬ 
ly enough to persuade the reader 
to want the whole. 

Irish detective story writers do 
not come easily to mind. So here 
are a few names: James Joyce. 
Brendan Behan. William 
Trevor. FTann O’Brien, Elizabeth 
Bowen. Great Irish Detective 
Stories, edited and informative¬ 
ly introduced, individually, by 
Peter Haining (Souwnir Press. 

E 14.99) is an exhilarating anthol¬ 
ogy of some extraordinary good 
writing. Like Michel Dibdin’s 
selection. literary merit is the 
only criterion. I had not realised 
the excellence and scope of Irish 
writing in the genre. 

2ND CULPRIT, The Official 
Crime Writers Association An¬ 
nual. edited by Liza Cody and 
Michael Z. Lewtn (Chatto 8 
Wiridus. £11.99) assembles a 
score of short stories by the usual 
suspects (Antonia Fraser, Regi¬ 
nald Hill, EUis Peters, Sue 
Grafton. Tony Hibernian and a 
dutch of equally eminent blood- 
smiths). Eric Ambler re-reads 
his first novel after 50 years; and 
there are promising tales from a 
few unknowns, teasers and 
cartoons. 

Constable New Crimes 2 
( Constable . £14.99), edited by 
Maxim Jakubowski, leans to¬ 
wards the lesser known, but not 
lesser talented, with a partiality 
for American storytellers. The 
collection includes (English) Ju- 


CRIME 


lian Rath bone’s subtly bizarre 
“Some Sunny Day", winner of 
the 1993 Crime Writer’s Associ- 
adon prize for the best crime 
short story. Midwinter Myster- 
les 3. edited try Hilary Hale 
(Little Brown, £14.99) gathers its 
wnters from the traditional 
wing, including Freellng. 
Keating, Nancy Livingston and 
Peter Lovescy. with only a small 
overlap with 2nd Culprit (in 
authors, nor stories). This year, 
only Michael Z. Levvin manages 
to get into all three anthologies, 
only one of which he credits. 

DENISE Danke has magnifi¬ 
cently cornered the market in toe 
crime of tomorrows wizard tech¬ 
nology. Wink a Hopeful Eye 
tMacmillan , £13.99) is about 
computer things called drama, 
which are so valuable that 
people kill and get killed for 
them, especially people around 
our spirited and sexy journo 
heroine Georgina Powers. 

In Ashes by Now (Gollancz. 
£14.99) Mark Timlin’s private 
eye, south London ex-cop Nick 
S harm an, reluctantly agrees to 
clear the name of an innocent 
petty flasher he had stitched up 
for rape and murder 12 years 
before. His client dies; Sharman 
starts getting interested, which 
means a whole lot of violence, 
humour, bad language, sleaze, 
sex, authentic atmosphere and 
very good writing. In Dead Man 
Upright (Little Brown. £15.99) 
Derek Raymond’s obsessive, 
near-psychopathic, nameless de¬ 
tective from the police squad 
known only as the Factory, is 
called in to a north London 
house whose top floor tenant is 
possibly a serial killer of women. 
When Detective No-name inves¬ 
tigates, there’s usually a whole 
lot of violence, bad language, 
sleaze, sex. authentic atmo¬ 
sphere and very good writing. 
This time, there’s a bit less of the 
sex to* violence and signs that 
No-name is becoming less tor¬ 
mented and unstable. 

Marcel Berlins 



Eternal summer 
gilds them yet 


W hat is "classical”? 

Something old? Some¬ 
thing we admire? 
Something that help¬ 
ed make us what we are. and goes 
on influencing us in some nebu¬ 
lous. important way, even if only 
something 10 fight against? 

If “classical" is all that, then the 
wider and deeper the things we 
mean by it. the better. Expanding 
"classical" means expanding us. 
Most historians now are freeing 
Greece and Rome from the burden 
of being the only “classical" things. 
Penguin have done this movement 
proud in their Encyclopaedia of 
Classical Civilisations between 
600 BC and 600 AD. It lakes in 
India, China, the Persian and 
Hellenistic kingdoms. All classical. 

Most of these places started 
again about 600 BC. Only China 
had unbroken connections with its 
past Elsewhere, violent political 
changes meant that inventions (like 


writing, in Greece) and institutions 
had got lost This millennium was 
not ancient Mesopotamia, invent¬ 
ing wheels and dries. It was a time 
of re-making, marking out the 
world as we know it today. 

Connections brought out in this 
book began an internationalism 
still in place. Egypt, Macedon, 
Persia; India. China, and then- 
satellites; we see them in the news 
daity. The Greek ambassador to 
India, c. 300 BG was staggered by 

Jewel of a classical 
civilisation — one of the 
bronze warriors sculpted 
the Greek artist 
idias in the 5 th 
century BG and 
dredged from the 
Ionian sea off 
Riace, southern 
Italy, in 1972 


Ruth Padel 

THE PENGUIN 
ENCYCLOPAEDIA 
OF CLASSICAL 
CIVILISATIONS 
Edited by Arthur Cotterdl 
Viking. £20 

THE OXFORD 
HISTORY OF 
CLASSICAL ART 
Edited by John Boardntan 

OUP.£3S 

PTOLEMY OF EGYPT 
By Walter M. Ellis 
Rout ledge. £30 

THE EMPEROR 
CONSTANTINE 
By Michael Grant 

Weiderfeld. £20 


the absence of slavery. The cross¬ 
bow. a Chinese invention, was 
ignored by the West and stayed in 
south Asia for another millennium, 
making things less bloody for the 
Ptolemies and Macedon. Law- 
codes. philosophies, paper-making, 
steel-working, imperial adminis¬ 
tration: all tins and more, set in the 
context of each civilisation, and in 
relationship to the wider world. 
Wonderful stuff, with one chance 
missed. Let’s hope the next edition 
will give us an essay on Jewish 
civilisation as deep and interesting 
as the others, and fill out frirther 
our proper vision of classical. 

Ottozd lets the side down here. 
The Oxford History of Classical 
Art assumes classical is "the 5th 
and 4th centuries BC" and does not 
bother to say "in Greece”. It chases 
the principles of this art through to 
Rome (1 particularly liked the Later 
Roman Empire) and later (“Diffu¬ 
sion'’). Each epoch gets a scholarly 
outline backed by lovely photo¬ 
graphs and useful notes. Classical 
coffee-table. 

Ptolemy was a Macedonian sol¬ 
dier. He got Egypt when Alexander 
died and founded a Greek dynasty 
there, making Alexandria the cul¬ 
tural and scientific wonder of the 
world. Walter M. Ellis, an indepen¬ 


dent-minded scholar, has now 
filled a gap with Ptolemy of Egypt. 
He has a fresh, fair way with 
controversies which have political 
echoes today — the dispute among 
ancient Greeks as to whether 
Macedonians were Greek, for in¬ 
stance. (EUis thinks they were, but 
had an ambiguous relation to 
Greeks, like the Cornish to Britain, 
and did not think much of the mess 
Greeks made of ruling themselves 
before Macedon ( 00 k over.) 

More widely, the Black Athena 
argument implies there was noth¬ 
ing special about European, Greek- 
engendered culture. Greece took ir 
all from Egyptian and Asian mod¬ 
els. EUis is balanced about this. 
European historians did indeed tty 
to justify imperialism (and racism) 

when they showed Hellenism “civi¬ 
lising" Egypt. Egypt was “civilised" 
long before, as the ancient Greeks 
themselves knew. Ptolemy did not 
fuse races, or Hellenise Egypt. He 
though! Greek culture a good 
thing, but got native Egyptians' co¬ 
operation, and ensured their civili¬ 
sation and religion continued. 

Ptolemaic Egypt became a 
unique blend of cultures and reli¬ 
gions. Not because Ptolemy was 
wise and good; he had no ear for 
human rights, and native Egyp¬ 
tians and Jews were second-class 
citizens. But he saw how to keep 
power. No one else, at the time, was 
any better. This is a lovely bit of 
work. A light touch, with lots of 
hard work and thought behind it 

Constantine, first Christian Em¬ 
peror. is another soldier-politician 
with "a lot to answer for”. Michael 
Grant is a master populariser who 
reads the scholarship. The Emper¬ 
or Constantine shows you where 
fences are and he often sits on 
them, but comes down from them 
at toe end. Constantine murdered 
people, including his eldest son and 
second wife. “There is no excusing 
those deaths, at any time or in any 
society ..Grant writes. “It is a 
travesty to call such a murderer 
Constantine the Great. Or perhaps 
not: for what does greatness 
mean?" lively, methodical. Grant 
pulls you into his story and brings 
out the issues dearly. 


W illiam Gibson takes sci¬ 
ence fiction 10 the edge, 
and over, cyberpunk in 
manner. he*s a rare celebrant of the 
morals-parched world to crane, 
embracing it with a gleeful ferocity 
of style. No depressive he. about the 
future. Virtual light (Viking, 
£14.99} elatedly tells it as it is for 
what is to be — his most 
sustainediy comic and terrifying 
novel so far. 

The paths of rent-a-cop Rydell 
and girl-oourier Chevette squirm 
and wriggle through the techno- 
entrails of northern and southern 
California, before converging 'on 
the matter of a pair of sunglasses 
which constitute a virtual reality 
sy stem unto themselves. That reali¬ 
ty is one sought by other agents. 
^ notably toe Califamia-ruling com¬ 


Virtual realities and video-tombstones 


pany from toe Pacific Rim. Both 
Rydell and Chevette. for all their 
Chandleresque tough talk, make 
an endearing pair of innocents at 
large, while the bizarre characters 
glimpsed on the progress towards 
truth have a chunky deliberation as 
though slow-motioned to make 
them more vivid in the accelerated 
world they inhabit. 

As an involving read it is 
remarkably exhilarating; as com¬ 
ment cm the future where “moder¬ 
nity is dying "Gibson takes us as up 
dose as we want to be. We hurtle 
over the edge with him at our peril 

Jade Womack looks to the same 


apocalyptic future as Gibson—and 
despairs. Proceeded by a series of 
electric jolts, as though in narrative 
fits, his Random Acts of Violence 
(HarperCollins . £14.99) erects a 
video-tombstone for civilisation, lit 
by flashes of blue lightning. Lola 
Hart is the nice, middle-class girl, 
suddenly shifted from the haves to 
tiie havenots. In an America where 
five presidents are assassinated in 
one year, she finds herself, with her 
family, at gutter-leveL The story of 
a personal decline and fall mirrors 
toe more general collapse. The only 
consolation comes from Womack’s 
neon prase. It is enough to light 


up a world gone dark and madL 

Tom Holrs Here Comes The 
Son (Orbit, £14.99) is more cheer¬ 
ful. His story of an awry universe 
being sorted out by as eccentric a 
group of characters as ever howled 
at a blue moon is a mix of Terry 
Pratchett and Thorne Smith. With 
something, inherently buoyant, all 
its own. Thank the Lord! 

You invert the definition of 
“parable” for Green Mars by Kim 
Stanley Robinson (HarperCollins, 
£14.99): it’s a heavenly story with an 


earthly meaning. The second leg of 
the substantial tripod straddling 
these new Martian chronicles, it’s a 
metaphor for humanity’s prob¬ 
lems. The first. Red Mars, revealed 
a colonisation rent apart by revolu¬ 
tion.- here the planet is buffeted by 
market forces and losing its ecologi¬ 
cal balance by being sola off. For all 
its unwieldy plotting, it still has a 
massive grip that makes it as 
compelling as it is worthy. 

Powers That Be by Anne 
McCaffrey and Elizabeth Ann 
Scarborough (Bantam, £14.99) has 
an exit-line culled from the film 
Some Like It Hot and some 


comilylaughable dialogue. Yet its 
story of toe convalescing Major 
Yana — surveying a mystery world 
.of terraformed ice and snow—will 
have its addicts set on a fix of twee 
love between life-forms, its heart is 
so emblazoned on its sleeve, it’s 
even likable. 

Undoubtedly, the title of Isaac 
Asimov's Caliban by Roger Mac- 
Bride Allen (Millennium. 
£14.99/£8.99 pbk) is a cash-in on 
the name of the good doctor. But, 
not a rip-off. Allen, it seems, 
discussed toe idea of a new kind of 
robot with Asimov before the great 
man died. 


The result is a mechanical with a 
gravi tonic brain, able to think 
through the three ethical laws 
imposed on robots by Asimov, irs 
as much of a shock to the Spacers 
and Settlers, among whom the 
amnesiac Caliban takes refuge, as 
to Asimov adherents. As a creature 
of invention the concept always 
mirrored humanity founded on 
apartheid and slavery; it is an 
invention of creatures very like 
Itself with quandaries and quests. 
In taking up the great idea, Mr 
Allen has all the weighty authority 
of a man aware of his responsibil¬ 
ities — and being readable is first 
and foremost among them. That he 
certainly is. Asimov would have 
been, proud. 

Tom Hutchinson 


TURKEY WITH TRIMMINGS 
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LONDON • - --..Vi/. : 

Globe Theatre 

Absolute.Turkey: •• 

January 5 

FELICTTY Kendal. and; 
Griff Rhys-Jones head toe 
cast in Peter Hall’s proitacr 
tion of Feydeau's comedy qf 
marital high jinks.- wito 
designs by renowned: car-. 
toonist Gerald Scarfe. See 
the show with the Theatre 
Chib for £23 and tomeet the 
cast over a glass of wine 
afterwards. Tel 071-494 5067. 
Coliseum Theatre 
English National Opera 
The Two(Widow$ . 
December 23 & 30 
SMETANA'S comedy, 
about love in the middle 
years dravvs- on the same, 
folk traditions as his most 
famous work. The Bartered 
Bride Tickets. are^tfl-SO 
(normally . E3950) in the.- 
stalls.' E2L50- (€29). hi the 
Dress Circle and £17.#) l 
(£ 24) in toe- Upper Circle. 

Tel 071-836 3161 . ,. 

Christmas Entreats 
December^ 




THE ^gfe TlMES 




t) pi nrJ 

g-.yjaa 


THEATRE 


/-A HILARIOUS adaptation- 
. of Cinderella written by and 
starring Forbes Masson. 
Two tickets fertile price of 
. cfoetoormafly £250-£1250). 
TeK81-229 9697 V 
LEVERPOOL 
Playhouse • ■, 

Annie 

Jan B& 10.730pm • : 

“SEE this ever-popular mu-. 
sical based an toe. 1920s 
comic strip about little or% 
phaft Annie; for WfnoEnral:.: 
jy £14). Tef 0242 572573 


te Sioopsto Conquer 
tiffin's Theatre. 3jpm- : . 

2 tickets reduced to £10- 
* GTWftlSMl • 
ood Brothers 
loenix Theai^ 

5 (norihally i25). Td07J- 



www 1 Theatre. 3pm^;. 
I {normally £20). Tel 071- 
15080 

telfyre .... 

yhtwse Theatre- 3pm 1 . 

1 (normally £20)- Tel 071- 


Travetewith my Aunt , 
V^mdiaHTheatre, 3pnt 
£10 (normally £20)* Tel 071- 
867HW.V “ • " 

EDINBURGH 

• CinderJtc** 

Dec 24 and 31, 2 ^Qptn & 
7pm-'. 


TO book for any of this 
week’s special offers tde- 
phone the fisted number 
during normal office hours.. 
The price of the ticket you 
receive is fife special price 
negotiated on members' be:' 
half by toe Theatre Club, t- : 

To. join theTheatre Club 
either said a cheque, for 
£1250. madepayable toThe.- 
TheatreClub, together with 

your name, address 'and 
telephone number fo "The 
Theatre Club, PO Box 2164, 
Colchester COl 1GN or 
telephone 0206 41662 dur-, ' 
ine office hours using your 
credit card. Apply before. 
-December 31-and you wg. 
receive a bonus of 50 free 
Air Miles, ■ 

please allow 28 days tor 
delivery for your member* 
ship packhm, if you want to 
give club membership as a • 
Christinas present ptease 
jtate this and we will by to 
issue the pack in time. For 
inquiries please, 
telephone 071-387 9673 


THE GREAT MELODY 
By Conor Cruise O'Brien 
Minerva. £8.99 
Edmund Burke is among the 
few historical figures who 
attract politicians and intellec¬ 
tuals in equal measure. This is 
the book to read on him. Like 
Burke. O'Brien is an original 
thinker who inspires admira¬ 
tion and detestation on both 
sides of the Irish Sea. There is 
an autobiographical subtext in 
this vast, passionate, intelli¬ 
gent Thematic Biography. 
which proves how very Irish 
Burke always remained. 

BLACK LAMB 
AND GREY FALCON 
By Rebecca West 
Canongaie Classics, £9.99 
West travelled extensively in 
Yugoslavia during the 1930s 
and she wove together in one 
great tapestry her experience 
of toe three journeys she 
made. It is hard to convey the 
flavour of a volume so rich in 
observation, history, philoso¬ 
phy, political ideas and ironic 
humour. West is.always alive 1 
to the unexpected, sensitive to 
the tensions that simmer be¬ 
low the surface, and fuD of 
digressions which are extraor¬ 
dinary but never boring. 

ANCESTRAL VOICES 
By E define van Heerden 
Alison G Busbv. £5.99 
How did Me Noah die? 
The magistrate has come to 
Toorberg, in South Africa’s 
Eastern Cape, to investigate a 
death, and is given a dozen 
different stories, for among 
the Moolman family myth, 
superstition and voices from 
the past are far more potent 
than elusive truth, and the 
drought-ridden veld itself a 
powerful character. Exquisite 
prose and an oblique and 
moving portrait of a lonely 
man from the distinguished 
Afrikaans writer. 

Contributors: Daniel John¬ 
son, Hazel Leslie. Sue Gee 



Mr Hegarty contemplates his foundling in a crib: “King of Kings. Thai’s who he is.” 

O come ye to Docklands 


S usan Hill has done toe 
Dickens of a job on this 
little Christmas carol. 
Ring of Kings, illustrated by 
John Lawrence (Walker Books 
£3.99). Her setting is the last of 
Dciddands: Trafalgar Street, 
on die edge of old wharves and 
new building-sites. Her hero is 
widowed Mr Hegarty (hon¬ 
ourably attended by (tog 
Jacko), living in toe house 
where he had always lived and 
not liking to think about the 
emptying streets around him. 

There is much care, and 
much affection, in this tiny 
unsentimental bit of portrai- 


tore, and that becomes impor¬ 
tant as the events of toe story 
unfold. For Mr Hegarty is 
wakened early on Christinas 
morning by an unfamiliar 
mewling sound, carried from 
the churchyard on a chill 
wind; and when he and Jacko 
go to investigate they find 
themselves entering a Christ¬ 
mas legend newly writ Hie 
dangers of a maudlin outcome 
are manifest, but toe simplic¬ 
ity of the storytelling, the 
watchful regard for under¬ 


statement, and the quiet hum¬ 
our. make all that follows 
heartwarming in toe way that 
Christmas stories about cast¬ 
aways ought to be. 

Hill's short text can stand 
fairly on its own but h has the 
bonus of John Lawrence's 
illustrations. Lawrence knows 
Mr Hegarty and Jacko, toe old 
streets and the front parlour as 
though he'd lived mere. His 
watercolours, filling out a 
scampering pen-line, give add¬ 
ed firmness and truth to this 
celebration of Christmas. 

Brian Alderson 


mPERS'<WECms7; 


Child's Christmas in Wales 
by Dylan Thomas, illustrated 
by Edward Ardizzone 
(Orion, £4SO) 

Rocking Horse Rhymes illus¬ 
trated fcy Charles Fblkard 
[Orion, £9.99) 

The Orchard Book of Magi¬ 
cal Tales retold by Margaret 
Mayo, illustrated by lane Ray 
( Orchard . £12.99) 

Simplon by Quentin Blake 
t Jonathan Cape. £7.99) 

The Three little Wolves and 


the Big Bad Pig by Eugene 
Trivizas, illustrated by Helen 
Oxenbury (Heinemann £9.99) 
The Mardi Gras Cat by 
Naomi Lewis, illustrated by 
Paul Stagg 
( Heinemann, £9.99) 

Black Ships Before Troy: The 
Story of toe“Ifliad” by Rose¬ 
mary SutcUff, illustrated by 
Alan Lee 

(Frances Lincoln, £12.99) 

We Are All In the Damps 
with Jack and Guy by Mau¬ 


rice Sen dak [HarperCollins, 
£999) 

Hob and the Goblins by 
William Moyne, chapter ini¬ 
tials by Norman Messenger 
(Porting Kindersley, E8.9J) 
Time and the CkMkmfce Et¬ 
cetera by Peter Dickson, illus¬ 
trated by Emma Chichester- 
Clark ipoubleday. £9-991 
Pied Piper by Robert Brown¬ 
ing, illustrated by Kate Gree¬ 
naway (Everyman Children's 
Classics £7.99) 



“A Christmas Carol 
represents an ongoing 
argument with himself, 
as well as with 
a selfish society” 

Nicholas Tucker investigates the continuing 
popularity of Dickens' most famous novel. 
In The TES. 

OUT THIS FRIDAY . 


Tift TIMES EOUC ATIONAf, SUPPLEMENT 
Xi»P THROUGH NEWSAGENTS EVERY FRIDAY 
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Why lose out when surrendering your life policy early? if 
you have a whole life with-profits policy that has run at 
least 6 years. Policy Portfolio may pay you more 

UP TO 35% MORE. 

Telephone in the confidence that you are talk¬ 
ing to the first and most experienced market 
maker in endowment policies. 

There are no hidden charges. The offer we 
quote is the cash you get. 

Call or fax now for friendly, helpful professional 
service, it's easier and quicker than you think! 

POLICY PORTFOLIO PLC 

Dancastie Court, Arcadia Avenue, London N 3 2JU 

Tel: 081-343 4667 
Fax:081-343 4252 

A FIMBRA Member 
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BUSINESS NEWS - 33 


Employers more optimistic 
on New Year job prospects 


9? 


By Philip Bassett 
INDUSTRIAL EDITOR 

EMPLOYERS are more confi- 

rt?iJl b0 v JOl> P ros I*tts for 
the New Year, according lo a 
survey published iodav 
The findings of the survey 
are in line with the growth in 
optimism about jobs among 
"“*■“7 **» last week's 

^fg. in unemployment 

— tne third successive month 
of better news. 

In what it claims to be Lhe 
first jobs survey in the indus¬ 
trial sector since Kenneth 
Llarke delivered the Budget 
last month. Manpower, the 
employment service agency, 
said prospects are Improving 
Though the overall balance 

— those reporting a decline 
against those registering an 
increase — of companies is 
stilJ negative on employment, 
with a balance of 3 per cent 
saying jobs will be cut. Man¬ 
power says the figure is “sig¬ 
nificantly" more optimistic 
than at this time Iasi year. 

Em ployment expectation »s 
tend to weaken at this time of 
the year, and many employ¬ 
ees, companies and trade 
unions are braced fora further 
round of redundancies once 
the festive season is over. 

The minus 3 per cent figure 
compares with the minus 16 
per cent forecast by the survey 
for the first quarter of 1993. 
which was followed by a 
round of job losses. Manpow¬ 
er says the latest survey offers 
the “most hopeful forecast for 
the first quarter since 1990". 

The survey, of almost 2,000 
leading employers, shows - 
significant reversal in ’ 



Lilian Bennett of Manpower, says the seasonal downturn in jobs optimism is less acute than in recent years 


a 

job 


prospects in the South, as do 


Government figures. In the 
South, a balance of 11 per cent 
are forecasting an increase in 
jobs, compared with a balance 
of 12 per cent in the region 
predicting a fall a year ago. 
Though employers in London 
are still forecasting job losses, 
with a balance of minus 3 per 
cent—in line with the national 
average — the figure is a 
marked improvement on the 
19 per cent balance of employ¬ 
ers predicting job cuts in the 


capital a year ago. But al¬ 
though official unemployment 
is failing in all regions of the 
country, nine out of the 12 
regions surveyed by Manpow¬ 
er remain pessimistic about 
jobs, with the North West the 
most negative. 

SectoralJy, manufacturing 
and the public sector are more 
optimistic about employment 
than they were a year ago. 
However, a net balance of 8 
per cent of service sector firms 


forecasting job losses com¬ 
pares with 13 per cent predict¬ 
ing an increase in jobs in the 
final three months of this year. 

Again in line with the Gov¬ 
ernment’s figures, confidence 
is also growing in the banking 
sector. While a balance of 
minus 4 per cent are still 
predicting job losses, the fig¬ 
ure compares with the minus 
36 per cent for the first quarter 
of 1993. 

Lilian Bennett who chairs 


Manpower, said: "As expect¬ 
ed. the usual seasonal down¬ 
turn for the first quarter is 
shown by the figures. How¬ 
ever. it is significantly less 
acute than in recent years and 
1994 shows the most optimistic 
first quarter forecast since 
1990." 

She added that Manpower 
is beginning to notice skill 
shortages in some areas — a 
further sign that die recession 
may be lining further. 


Strong race 
for best 
performing 
share award 

By Martin Barrow 


CONTENDERS have set a 
cracking pace in the best 
performing share category of 
the annual Coopers & 
Lybrand pic awards, held in 
association with The Times. 

The strong performance of 
the stock marker in the second 
half of the year has triggered a 
revival of interest in shares in 
smaller companies, with dra¬ 
matic results. 

By the end of the third quar¬ 
ter of the year, shares in nine 
companies showed increases 
in excess of 400 per cem and 
20 in excess of 280 per cent. 

So far, the best performing 
shares are French Connec¬ 
tion. with a 517 per cent rise. 
Banner Homes, up 493 per 
cent, and Gresham Comput¬ 
ing. up 467 per cent They are 
followed closely by Osprey 
Communications, with a rise 
of 460 per cent, Comag. up 447 
per cent, and Lincoln House, 
up 443 per cent. 

Nominations are being 
sought in the categories of 
taller company fund man¬ 
ager of the year, new company 
of the year, entrepreneur of the 
year, company of the year, and 
best annual report- 
Awards will be presented in 
March at the annual dinner at 
London's Grosvenor House 
Hotel which will be attended 
by more than 1.000 people. 

Graham Cole, corporate fi¬ 
nance partner at Coopers & 
Lybrand. is again responsible 
for organising the dinner. 

He said: ’This is the first 
time I have had to open a wait¬ 
ing list, and confirms the event 
is now established as a tradi¬ 
tional fixture in the City 
diary." 


Business roundup 


Daimler shareholders 

vote on reserves plan 

SHAREHOLDERS in Daimler-Benz will today vote on a 
proposal that it should distribute DMIO billion from 
reserves. An extraordinary shareholders meeting is being 

tho HinmMiAAliMn -1 -t - 9 -- __ . 



takeovers, is being merged with Daimler through a one-for- 
one share swap. Mercedes Holding has declared a DM14.92 
dividend, drawing on reserves that it no longer needs. 

Shareholders are asked io approve the distribution of 
about DMlObffikm of Daimler reserves, giving shareholders 
tax credits worth about DM2.7 billion.'To help offset the 
reserves drain, a two-for-one rights is planned to raise at least 
DM4.7 billion when the Mercedes Holding merger is 
complete. 

Coal signs supply deal 

BRITISH Cool has signed a £100 million supply deal with 
Coalite, the smokeless fuel manufacturer. The five-year 
agreement, announced today, is forZ5 million tonnes ofcoai. 
which will go to Coalite's manufacturing plants at 
Grimethorpe, South Yorkshire, and Bolsolver. Derbyshire. 
In addition to the Coalite deal, British Coal has secured 
contracts in the industrial market representing 25 million 
tonnes of annual sales. 

Call to re-target exports 

BUSINESSES should target high growth markets outside 
Europe to help dose Britain's trade gap, said David Kern, 
chief economist at National Westminster Bank. Focusing on 
Asia. Latin America and North America was vital over the 
next few years if Britain was to grab a bigger share of world 
exports. He said: “UK exports are relatively unrepresented in 
the most rapidly growing international trading regions, most 
notably East Asia outside Japan.” 

Hungary telecom deal 

A CONSORTIUM of Deutsche Bundespost Telekom and 
Ameritech has won East Europe's biggest privatisation ten¬ 
der for Matav, the Hungarian telecomm uni cations company. 
The consortium Is to pay £587 million for 30 per cent of the 
Matav share capital and the national concession to provide 
telephone services. Dr Gyorgy Schamschula, minister for 
communications, said: The concession agreement requires 
Matav to meet rapid annual development targets.” 


••••'at ;'•>*;• 
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Companies ready for break 


AS the Christmas holiday 
approaches, this week will see 
a significant slowdown in the 
number of companies report¬ 
ing as the City looks .forward 
to the festivities. 

TODAY 


Analysts will be looking for 
some signs of a rerival in the 
housing market when Fletch¬ 
er King, the estate agent and 
surveyor, reports first half 
results. 

Its profits have fallen every 
year since 1969 when they 
peaked at £238 million and 
the total dividend was I0.6p. 
Profits for the year to April 30 
were £220.000. Some recovery 
is expected in the interim 
results from last year's 
£100.000. 

Interims: BBS 
jsh Thornton, 


Group. Brtt- 
Japan Trust. 


Fletcher King, Gold Greenlees Trott, 
Ivory & Sime. Finals: None 
planned. 

Economic statistics: UK national 
accounts, balance of payments. 

TOMORROW 

EBrotherm. the electronics 
group best known for tem¬ 
perature control equipment, 
should report an advance in 
full-year profits as cost-cutting 
and restructuring measures 
offset difficult economic condi¬ 
tions and the lack of recovery 
in the group’s UK and Euro¬ 
pean markets, with Germany 
particularly dull. 

Final pretax profits are 
expected to climb to £19.9 
million compared with £14.6 
million last time, according to 
NatWest Securities. Marker 
forecasts range from £185 
million to £20 million. 

The dividend is predicted to 
rise to 9.3p (8p). 


The reportin| season for the 
privatised utilities trickles to 
an end with results from 
Wessex Water. 

The Bristol-based group is 
expected to turn In first half 
pretax profits ahead to £533 
million (£44 million), accord¬ 
ing to Barclays de Zoete Wedd. 
Market forecasts range from 
£52 million to £55 million. 
BZW predicts an increased 
interim dividend of 75p (7.16p 
last time). 

Bespak. which which 
makes plastic valves, pumps 
and precision mouldings for 
the health market, and recent¬ 
ly issued a profits warning, is 
expected to announce disap¬ 
pointing interim results. 

Pre-tax profits in the six 
months to October 31 are 
forecast to halve to £25 mil¬ 
lion com pared with £5 million, 
according to UBS. However. 


the group is expected to main 
tain its interim dividend at 4p. 

Interim s: Bespak, Faupel Tracflng 
Group, Foreign & Colonial Small, 
Forrnirister, I & S Optimum Income 
Trust, Jones & Shipman, Morale 
Investments, Novo Group, Wessex 
Water. Finals: Baileys, Eurottierm, 
TO High income Trust. 

Economic statistics: Trade figures 
- Non-EU (November). 

WEDNESDAY 

Interims: StF (Holdings). Phoenix 
Timber. Finals: Abbey Panels 
Investments. 

THURSDAY 

Interims: Danse (nv Trust Finds: 
Kelsey Industries, C A Spend! 

FRIDAY 

Interims: None scheduled. Hnals: 
None scheduled 

Philip Pangalos 


Randall stake 
for Hambro 
Magan 

HAMBRO Magan, the corpo¬ 
rate finance adviser, is set to 
announce today that is has 
bought a significant minority 
stake in the Randall Group, 
the Lloyd’s independent advis¬ 
er (Sarah Bagnall writes)- 
One of the largest tasks 
undertaken by the group was 
an investigation into the exten¬ 
sive use of time and distance 
reinsurance policies by the 
Gooda Walker syndicates. 

The 200-page report con¬ 
cluded that hundreds of 
Lloyd's names were attracted 
to join the syndicates because 
of profits that had been signifi¬ 
cantly boosted by the use of the 
policies. Ken Randall, chief 
executive of Randall and the 
writer of the report, handed it 
to the Serious fraud Office. 


^ CHANGE ON WEEK 


:THE POUND 


US dollar 

1.4913 (-0.0032) 

German mark 
2.5409 (+0.0040) 
Exchange index 
81.6 (+0.1) 

Bank of England official dose (4pm) 



FT 30 share 

2505.3 (+45.6) 

FT-SE 100 

3337.1 (+75.8) 

New York Dow Jones 
3751.57 (+10.9) 

Tokyo Nikkei Avge 
18051.91 (+794.48) 


City split over goodwill 
accounting reform 

By Graham Searjeant. financial editor 


LEADING City share ana¬ 
lysts want reforms made to the 
way companies account for 
goodwill — the excess of 
purchase costs over adjusted 
book assets — during take¬ 
overs and acquisitions. 

A survey conducted for Price 
Waterhouse, the firm of ac¬ 
countants. has found that 
leading stockbrokers are as 
divided as the Accounting 
Standards Board over what 
reforms should be made. But 
almost all stressed the need for 
“ transparencywanting com¬ 
panies to give more informa¬ 
tion so that analysts can make 
their own judgments. 

Mary Keegan, technical 
partner of Price Waterhouse, 
said: “I believe the singfe most 
important message from this 
key group, who between them 
represent the advice most 
sought after by institutional 
investors, is that the thing they 
want to see, above all else, is 
transparency" 

Of the 20 analysts polled in 
telephone interview this 
month. 14 said they cared 
what the ASB decided and 
many drought that clarifying 
the existing haphazard treat¬ 
ment would improve their 
advice to markets. 

Miss Keegan said: "People 
are worrying about it. We 
need to get a dear steer about 
where we are going, have a . 
system that we can have 
confidence in and pay close 
attention to what the users of 
accounts what." 

Half of the analysts polled 
believe that changing present 
practice, far from being an 
arcane accounting technical* 
ity, will alter the way company 
managements behave, mak¬ 
ing diem rethink their atti¬ 
tudes io takeovers and 


acquisitions and the prices 
they can afford to pay. 

Miss Keegan said: “As re¬ 
spondents recognise, the 
future trestmem of goodwill is 
likely to dictate acquisition 
strategies. Thai affects both 
efficiency and jobs." 

Half the respondents — all 
leading analysts named in the 
1993 Ext el Survey across a 
variety of sectors — consider 
the present method, under 
which goodwill is usually 



Keegan: seeks dear steer 

written off against reserves 
straight away without being 
charged against profits, is 
workable if imperfect A quar¬ 
ter think it is too simplistic and 
three analysts, equivalent to 15 
per cent, thought it grossly 
misleading. Four out of five 
argued that, if the status quo 
were retained, far more .detail 
should be given in annual 
reports about cumulative 
write-offs, including their 
mam dates. Even so, only 25 
per cent favoured retaining 


the immediate write-off as the 
norm. A further 20 per cent 
favour immediate write-offs, 
but with an option of applying 
instead continuing tests for 
permanent impairment to val¬ 
ue, which would be charged 
' against profits. 

Marginally more favour 
goodwill being retained initial¬ 
ly in the balance sheet as the 
norm. Among these. 35 per cent 
want systematic annual amor¬ 
tisation of goodwill and 15 per 
cent say goodwill should only 
be written down when there 
has been a permanent diminu¬ 
tion of value, the solution most 
favoured by companies during 
the last great debate in 1990. 
One said: “I would prefer 
goodwill to be evaluated regu¬ 
larly like other assets, rather 
than diminished”. 

City analysts, therefore, 
seem to be divided into two 
camps, and on roughly simi¬ 
lar lines to members of the 
ASB. These in turn reflect the 
divisions that deadlocked ear¬ 
lier debates. The two compro¬ 
mise options pul by the ASB 
might also fall foul of analysts 
worries: that there should be 
consistency, which does not 
needlessly mix up profit and 
loss account and balance 
sheet, and should make inter¬ 
national comparison of com¬ 
panies easier by following an 
accepted international 
accounting standard. 

Price Waterhouse also 
found some cynicism about 
how companies would react 
“Thqy will always find a way," 
said one analyst "If you dose 
one door, they open another— 
usually a trap door through 
which the investor falls." 

Comment, page 34 

ASB fails to agree, page 36 



'Adaptation, growth and 
accomplishment.” 


T his year has been one of adaptation and 
development within a highly competitive 
higher education environment. Against this 
background Nottingham followed a clear and 
consistent policy of pursuing academic excellence 
whilst reaching out to secure a broadly based contact 
with many sections of business and the community. 

Amongst the many achievements of which the 
University is justly proud arc: 

Research: A Balanced Portfolio 

The year confirmed Nottingham's claim to be one of 
Britain's foremost research universities. 

93% of academic staff were confirmed as working in 
departments carrying out research deemed to be of 
national or international importance. 

"The University of Nottingham's reputation for 
research excellence is recognised throughout my 
Department": John Patten, Secretary of State for 
Education, speaking at the opening of a new laboratory 
unit in the Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences, 
September 1993 

Teaching: Innovation for Excellence 

The creation of the new post of Director of Teaching 
Quality Enhancement demonstrates the University's 
recognition of the importance of providing its 
students with a teaching and learning experience of 
high quality. 

Nottingham has taken a firm lead in national 
initiatives to make major changes to curricula and was one 
of the first UTijveratics io introduce a modular structure 
for its degree courses. 

Healthcare: A Better Lifestyle for a Region 

Integration has been the keynote not only within the 
Medical Faculty's own courses but also in its relations 
with die NHS Trusts and other medical units in the city 
and region. 

Some 160 GPs have agreed to take part in a teaching 
programme involving a large section of the community 
in Nottingham in the process of educating these 
future doctors. It is the most far reaching exercise of 
its kind in the U.K. « 


PROFESSOR COLIN CAMPBELL* THE VICE CHANCELLOR 


Student Viewpoint: A Proud Achievement 

Careful budgeting has allowed a major refurbishment 
programme and the provision of a wider range of student 
services than ever before. 

The number of volunteers working in the 
Community Action programme reached an historic high 
of nearly 2000 students. 

The Union is healthy and remains so because the 
students care about it 

Cultural Life: Educating and Entertaining 

The £5 million Arts Centre is now almost fully 
funded thanks to more than £3 million of donations. 

The past year saw nearly 70 concerts embracing a 
range of styles and origins. As well as enriching the 
cultural life of the city, the University's School of Music 
is a centre of teaching and research excellence. In die 
recent research assessment exercise the School received a 
top category grade 5 raring. 

The year saw the Arts Centre exhibit die unique 
Newcastle collection of family portraits. The finest works 
in this bequest io the University arc now permanently 
displayed on campus. 

People: A Year of Honours 

The year saw the installation of Sir Ron Dcaring CB 
as the new Chancellor and Knighthoods for Professors 
David Hull (Child Health), Peter Mansfield (Physics) and 
John Smith (Law). 

A Sound Financial Base 

The University has had another financially successful 
year. Total income increased in real terms from £115.8 
million to £127.6 million. This was thanks in particular to 
large increases in research grams and contracts and the 
provision of other services - a creditable achievement 
during a period of recession. 

Nottingham has the greatest degree of financial strength 
of any multi (acuity U.K. university as shown by the Financial 
Health Indicators published nationally by the CVCP. 

Future Prospects 

Nottingham is the most popular University in the 
U.K for student applications and received record new 
research grant awards totalling £29 million. 

This performance augurs well for die future. 



Copies of the Annual Report available from the Public Affairs and Information Office 
The University of Nottingham, University Park, Nottin gham, NG7 2RD 
Telephone: (0602) 515759 Fax: (0602) 515733 
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Power over oil market seeps 
through Opec’s fingers 


Carl Morti shed traces 
the fall of the price of oil 


to $14 a barrel and says 


the Middle East is no 
longer in a position to 


dictate terms to the West 

W hen politicians blame 

speculators for collapsing 
currencies and prices, a 
good rule of thumb is to 
assume that the market was right the 
ministers wrong and the policy about 
to change. Britain and her European 
allies learnt this lesson ai enormous 
cost in September 1992 and the ensuing 
collapse of the ERM was blamed by 
Jacques Delors on currency specula¬ 
tors. Just over a year later, a very 
different cartel called Opec has been 
raising similar howls of protest over 
the collapse in the oil price. 

Over the past two weeks, oil futures 
traders in London and New York have 
been spiting Brent crude aggressively, 
and Opec, the organisation that was 
once credited with putting the nail in 
die coffin of cheap energy, appears to 

be floundering. A combination of 
slower growth in demand from the 
developed world, the collapse of the 
former Soviet Union and rising oil 
production has sent crude prices 
slumping to below $14 per barrel, 
touching a five-year low of $13.27. less 
than a fortnight ago. 

The prospect of oil prices sinking as 
far as $10 a barrel, a level last reached 
in 1986. has provoked cries of alarm 
and allegations by Opec that the 
market had become a casino, describ¬ 
ing traders as “kids (eft in charge of a 
candy store". 

But the pain of lower revenues from 
oil has yet to stir it into effective action. 
Opec. the usual focus of attention in the 
boom and bust of the crude oil cycle, 
has failed so far to .come up with a 
solution. The market mood at London's 
International Petroleum Exchange is 
bearish-and some technical analysts 
reckon the crude oil price oould touch 
single figures before rebounding. Few 
doubt that the price will eventually rise 
as demand for energy increases with 
economic recovery but the market is 
currently driving it down in the face of 
Opec reluctance to make production 
cuts. 

Lindsay Horn, executive director 
with Lehman Brothers, a major trader 
in oil futures, believes that Opec is 
suffering from its success in manipu¬ 
lating supply in die 1970s and 1980s, 
driving the price up. The prospect of 
better returns sent oil companies into 
an exploration frenzy, boosting produc¬ 
tions levels as the world sought to 
exploit the economic rent from selling 
oil. To cope with the danger of being 
held hostage to further supply prob¬ 
lems, a futures market was created 
enabling companies to hedge then- 
exposure to sudden price movements. 

“Today, security of supply and fear 
of disruption is no longer an issue with 
American tanks and planes in the Gulf. 
What's wrong with Opec is that they 
are living in the past," he said. 

"What has happened is that there is 
no longer any Opec price. Opec has 
handed over its pricing responsibility 
to the futures market and the tail is 
wagging the dog.” 

Inaction at Opec’s last meeting at the 
end of November was in part responsi- 
. ble for the recent price collapse and 
some observers believe that the market 
is dying to force the cartel to hold 
emergency talks in January, before its 
scheduled meeting on March 25. 
Timing is critical to any decision to cut 
production: Opec does not want to 
make an early token gesture towards 



A major cause of Ope^s troubles is an increase in non-Opec output 


reducing the supply line only to be 
forced into further cuts by a deter¬ 
minedly bearish futures market 
Saudi Arabia is the largest Opec 
producer with a production quota of 8 
mfltion barrels per day and its clout 
means that the rest of the 12 -member 
cartel look to it for leadership in any 
attempt to limit production and stop a 
price foil from turning into a rout 
But the kingdom has foiled to take 
the lead by offering to cut volumes and 
other Opec members, fearful of losing 
market share, are extremely unlikely to 
take the initiative. Jealousy over 
market share is behind most of die 
dithering of Opec members, who are 
keenly aware of the possibility that 
sanctions on Iraq may be lifted at some 
time, an event that could require 
downward adjustment to tire Opec 
luction ceiling of 24.5 million 


A major cause of Opeds troubles has 
been a surprise increase in non-Opec 
production. New fields are coming on 
stream in the North Sea, lifting output 
by half a million barrels tins year and, 
according to the Centre for Global 
Energy Studies (CGES). non-Opec 
production, excluding the former 
Soviet Union, has increased by 1 


million barrels a day to 32 million since 
November 1992. 

At die same time, a hoped-for 
reduction in oil acports from the 
former Soviet Union has foiled to 
materialise- The creaking infrastruc¬ 
ture of the Siberian and Central Asian 
oil industry is pumping out a diminish¬ 
ing flow of crude; volumes have 
declined from 115 million bpd in 1990 
to 75 million bpd in 1993, according to 
the end of November report by die 
International Energy Agency. At the 
same time, however, economic slump 
has reduced internal demand for fuel, 
leaving the fanner Soviet bloc a 
consistent net exporter of some 2 
million barrels a day over die last three 
years, and likely to continue at similar 
levels. 

T he CGES reckons that Opec 
has the option to go for an 
early production cut and risk 
market share or accept the 
lower prices and defend its share of the 
cake. Cutting production could mean a 
1 wig-term loss of market share, says 
the CGES, because there is little sign 
that non-Opec producers regard the 
current price as a problem and any 
withdrawal of the cartel from the 


market would only encourage more 
non-Opec production. "Sustainable dJ 
prices now Tie in the $10 to $15 per 
barrel rather than the $15 to $20 per 
barrel range.” it concludes. 

Failure to agree to any belt-tighten¬ 
ing among thanselves has not s to ppe d 
Opec members from urging otters to 
reduce production, with the finger 
firmly pointed at the cartel's favourite 
bogeymen: the North Sea producers. 
But me only response has been dose to 
bone where Oman, a small non¬ 
member of the cartel producing 
800,000 barrels a day, recently took, the 
lead and announced a 5-10 per cent cut 
mils January protection. It also said it 
would urge other non-Opec producers, 
including Norway, to follow suit The 
Norwegians, who pumped a record 
Z49 million barrels each day from the 
Noth Sea in November, were quick to 
dispel any illusions that the Omani 
proposal was welcome and last week 
confirmed that they had no intention of 
anting bade. 

Mehdi Vara, oil analyst at KJemwort 
Benson, reckons there are few ready 
candidates among the large non-Opec 
producers: “You have to go back to 1986 
to see who cooperated then when the 
ofi price collapsed: China has become a 
net oil importer. Mexico is in Nafla and 
the North Sea is mainly in private 
hands with companies like BP, Shell 
and Exxon controlling most of the 
output" 

For the UK. lower oil prices have 
been a boon rather than a problem, 
with the promise of lower energy costs 
for industry. However, Mr Vaizi 
reckons there is an outside chance that 
Norway might be susceptible to Opec 
arguments if the price deteriorated 
further owing to its heavy dependence 
on oil revenues and the influence of its 
state-owned oil companies. 

I ndependent oil exploration and 
production companies have been 
instrumental in bringing about 
the current surge of ofl output in 
the North Sea. But for many, the 
reward has been phnraneting share 
prices and shaky finances as the 
profitability of their investments is 
threatened fay the low market price of 
their product. Lasmo has seen its share 
price battered. Last year its total cost of 
production, induding depredation and 
tax. was more than £8 per barrel 
leaving the company tittle margin 
against an o3 price now hovering at £9 
per barreL 

Cutting back on production is not an 
option for most of the exploration and 
production companies which need the 
cash generated from production in 
order to repay borrowings but cut¬ 
backs on new mvestmmt are a likely 
consequence. In a statement last week, 
reviewing cost reduction and debt 
repayment targets. BP forecast annual 
capital spend at between $4 bflfian and 
$5 billion but David Simon, BPS chief 
executive, added a note of caution: 
“Should margins or ofl prices decline, 
we can exerase our ability to rephase 
capex accordingly." 

The major integrated oil companies 
such as Shell, Exxon and BP are better 
placed to deal with price foils because 
they have downstream businesses that 
can take advantage of the lower cost of 
the raw material. Even more impor¬ 
tantly, the sheer scale of their opera¬ 
tions means that they can maintain 
profitability through cutting out foe fat 
built up in easier times, an option not 
available to foe relatively lean explora¬ 
tion companies. Tony Craven Walker, 
chief executive of Monument 03 & 
Gas. which. owns a share of the 
Liverpool Bay oil and gas field, reckons 
that a number of weak companies 
could be taken out if current conditions 
continue. "Any forecast is guaranteed 
to be wrong. But 1 think we are in a 
world where we shall see low ofl prices 
for the forseeaWe future." 
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minutc (ouiist rate of 
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THE “SHELL” 
TRANSPORT AND 
TRADING COMPANY, 
jlIjc. 

Notice is hereby given that a 
balance of the tapster wfll be 
struck on Thursday, l»h January. 

1994 lor the preparation of the 

half-yearly dividend payable on 
the SECOND PREFERENCE 
SHARES for the Six months 
ending 3ist January, 1994. The 
dividend wifl be paid on 1 st 
February, 1994. 

For transferees JO receive tfito 
dividend, their transfers must be 
lodged with the Company's 
Rcgtsrar. Uoyds Sank Reflssftnra, 
Tho Causeway, Worthing, 

Wcfl Sussex. BN996DA. not 
later than 300 p.m. on 
Thursday. t3lh January, 1934. 
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CITY DIARY 


Cisco kid rides 
off to new job 

WITH its goal of securing a 
successor to foe Unlisted Secu¬ 
rities Market achieved, the 
City Group for Smaller Com¬ 
panies (Cisco) is losing Us 
figurehead. Richard Balarkas. 
co-fo und er of Cisco a year ago. 
is quitting as chief executive to 
join BZW. to work on special 
projects. It is a mixed blessing 
for Cisco: it loses a chief exec¬ 
utive, but wins a valuable 
member in BZW. Member¬ 
ship has risen from 17 to more 

than 130 in the past year. Until 
August 1992. Balarkas advised 
foe Stock Exchange on how* to 
attract small, growing com¬ 
panies. He will remain in¬ 
volved with Cisco. Three City 
lobby* groups now have lead¬ 
ership vacuums. Brash are, 
the wider share ownership 
campaign, needs a chief execu¬ 
tive to replace Geoffrey 
Maddreil. who is to become 
chairman, and the Association 
of Private Cfient Investment 
Managers and Stockbrokers, 
is losing its chief executive. 
Michael Baker. Should keep 
the headhunters busy... 

Spirit moves them 

SHANDWJCK. Peter Guro- 
mer s City PR company, starts 
today in its new Queen Street 



Levitt levity 
on the cards 

Ah. memories... Roger 
Levitt now making toy trains 
for Children as a 
punishment for misleading * 
Umbra, foe City 
regulator, is unlikely to be 
sending so many 
Christmas cards this year. 
This example from our 
archives features Levin in bis 
heyday, posing with 
superimposed Santa and 
reindeer on a staircase 
foal looks remarkably like 
foe one m foe RAC Club, 
in St James's, where once he 
wasa member. A bottle of 
champagne is on offer to The 
Times City Diary renter 
who comes up with the best 
caption... 


Mr Tweedie’s hybrid 

turkey strains the 

season of goodwill 


T he old Accounting 
Standards Committee 
lost the confidence of 
big business aver inflation 
accounting. But foe last nail 
was hammered into its coffin 

when ft faded to find a single 
acceptable way to account for 
the "goodwill" that arises 
when one company buys an¬ 
other far more than its bal¬ 
ance sheet says h is worth. 
Industrialists complained 
that technical accountants 
were out of touch with their 
real world. So the goodwill 
debate was a ghost at the 
birth of David Tweedie’s 
more, widely based Account¬ 
ing Standards Board — and 
modem accounting reform. 
Professor Tweedie is a techni¬ 
cal accountant but certainly 
not out of touch. He wisely 
shelved the issue to get on 
with more important re¬ 
forms. But it would not go 
away. Now the ASB has got 
round to goodwill, it is in just 
as big a mess as the old ASC. 
It is more openly split basi¬ 
cally on the same issues, 
though the two proposals 
sheepishly presented tins 
morning are much more 
sophisticated. And it insists 
one must prevail. 

The underlying argument 
as in many accounting issues, 

lies between two approaches. 
The B/S camp, often reflected 
in the board’s reforms, thinks 
a company's annual profit 
and loss account should re¬ 
flect most changes in net- 
assets between one balance 
sheet and the nexL The P/L 
camp, tong-time business 
roost-rulers, think reported 
profit should reflect underly¬ 
ing trading transactions and , 
as Erast & Young's Ron 
Paterson recently argued, the 
balance sheet is primarily "a 
residual statement which re¬ 
sults from the allocation of 
transactions to dHfe iynt 
amounting periods”. 

In the goodwill debate, 
mirrored in differing views of 
analysts polled by Price 
Waterhouse, foe B/S camp 
favours putting goodwill in 
foe balance sheet and depre¬ 
dating it as required against 
profits. The prerailing P/L 
camp prefers writing it off 
solely against reserves, but 
has a problem. Takeover 
kings ran short of reserves. 
Some wrote off so much to 
keep earnings charging 
ahead that even modem 
minded analysts and credit 
raters, who still insist on 
comparing borrowing with 
book worth, fretted at what 
they found. The answer was 
to put “goodwill" in the bal¬ 
ance sheet and keep it there to 
avoid spoiling profits, often 
in the guise of brands. 

If businesses were worth 
roughly what was paid for 
them, buyers argued, should 
they not have foe option of 
putting the cost in the balance 
sheet m some way? And if 
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"goodwill" was really, say. 
the prime Smirnoff vodka 
brand, worth many times 
any bottling plant or distill¬ 
ery that went with iL why 
should *t be written down, 
when it earned more sales 
and profit each year? 

This argument played into 
the hands of the B/S camp. 
The result is Mr Tweedies 
preferred option. This solves 
the Smirnoff problem. Mr 
Tweedie will have nothing to 
do with intangibles (Inciden¬ 
tally making Mirror Group 
Newspapers look insolvent 
when it was not). But he 
allows goodwill to stay in the 
balance sheet subject to an 
annual discounted cash flow 
exercise. Companies often 
make such DCF calculations 
to value a business they want 
to buy. The "ceding tests” are 
hideously complex money¬ 
makers for accounting firms. 
But the Wg is that this 
only suits takeovers of busi- 


Good will sounds too 
nebulous and fickle 
to be put alongside 
trustworthy assets 

nesses foal will be run sepa¬ 
rately. Thai is a minority. It 
won’t work easfly for take¬ 
overs of competitors or add¬ 
ons that will be integrated 
and lose their separate exis¬ 
tence. In the majority of 
cases, the B/S option insists 
“goodwill" be depredated 
against profits, not written off 
against reserves. That was 
the proposal overwhelmingly 
rejected by business when foe 
ASC tried it three years ago. 

As a simple-minded B/S 
sort of chap, like millions of 
others, I know the balance 
sheet cannot value a com¬ 
pany, but in an ideal world. I 
like to dream, it should give 
an idea of the true capital 
employed, so that the differ¬ 
ence between market value 
and book worth is some 
guide to quality of manage¬ 
ment and the state of trade. 
Decades of inflation wrecked 
any such notion in historic 
cost accounts, and inflation ‘ 
accounting was no answer. 
But if inflation is to stay low. 


we should aim to move back 
generally in that direction 
not just in takeovers. If 
balance sheets are not com¬ 
parable. there is no pomt tn 
some being realistic. 

For that purpose, the ASB 
has not thought fundamen¬ 
tally enough. As Professor 
WlLLiam Baxter explained m 
The Times cm January 7. foe 
problem lies in the unfortu¬ 
nate word goodwill, which 
suggests “something too neb¬ 
ulous and fickle to be put 
alongside trustworthy as¬ 
sets". Hence foe drive to write 
it off. But if the DCF value of 
a business is more than its 
book worth, he argued, that 
does not mean it is earning 
temporary super-normal 
profits, merely that the sum is 
worth more than the parts. 
He would instai “goodwill" 
as “the portion of a subsid¬ 
iary's value not allocated to 
individual assets". But as the 
board points out, foe transac¬ 
tion test would cause incon¬ 
sistency, making foe book 
value of a company buying a 
business higher than a com¬ 
pany developing foe same 
business itself. And allowing 
all companies to revalue their 
a<g<a>rs on a DCF basis would 
be pretty radical. 

Wheezes devised for com¬ 
panies' convenience point an 
easier way. if “goodwill" can 
be allocated, why should it 
not be capitalised, avoiding 
legal dictates over goodwill 
or any need to invoke a "true 
and fair* override- Accoun¬ 
tants are too sniffy about 
intangibles. A dock is less 
separable from its business 
than a whisky brand or a 
licensable patent Yet only the 
dock goes in the balance 
sheet And if the ASB finds no 
generally accepted method to 
measure such intangibles, 
does it think hotels should be 
stripped from balance sheets? 
Different valuation bases 
helped cut the value of 
Queens Moat's portfolio by 
more than half in a year. No, 
it would demand the more 
str in gent methods plainly 
needed for intangibles. If a 
company buying a compet¬ 
itor has the gall to put 
"enhanced monopoly power" 
in its balance sheet, let ft too 
justify the figures. 

A nything left that can¬ 
not be allocated might 
indeed be written off 
straight away. If that has to 
be charged against profit, so 
be ft. It would force acquirors 
and analysts to confront die 
short-term cost of long-term 
benefits and end spurious 
gymnastics to insulate earn¬ 
ings. That would be in the 
sparir of Mr Tweedie* re¬ 
forms. Mechanistic annual 
depredation of goodwill re¬ 
flects no economic reality, 
would be ignored and under¬ 
mine the boards reforms of 
the profit and loss account 


Glad tidings of a low 
inflation new year 


base after a chaotic weekend 
that saw a panoply of old office 
items auctioned for charity. 
Everything from a 25p hal- 
riand to a booze cabinet was 
sold, raising about £L500 for 
Cemrepoint. a charity for Lon¬ 
don’s homeless. Keenest bid¬ 
ding was for foe office sofa, 
which drew the keen attention 
of a secretary wishing to buy it 
for her director. What the 
Shandwkk mob wfll not miss 
at Fredericks Place, near Old 


Jewry, home for 12 years, is the 
ghost reputed to stalk its corri¬ 
dors. One recalls: “One night, 
a fanner director and his sec¬ 
retary were working late on a 
press document, and each 
claimed later to have separ¬ 
ately seen the shrouded figure 
near the photocopier. They did 
not tdl each other at the time, 
apparently, because of whal 
foe other one might think." 
The ghost of profit warnings 
past, perhaps? 


soaring shares in familiar style. 
Last week, a group of City stick¬ 
ers at Comcy & Barrovfs bar 
overlooking Broadgate Circle 
splashed out the best part of 
tlJDQO on a case of 19S2 Vin¬ 
tage Krug champagne — and 
then left a £96 tip. The cham¬ 
pagne house has had to rush 
fresh supplies to the Square 
Mile to keep up with demand. 

Jon Ashworth 


A s Christmas approach¬ 
es, foe gilt market sus¬ 
pects that it has had all 
its presents already. The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
must think that it is several 
Christmases rolled into one. 

On top of this, there are 
portents of further glad tidings 
next year. Is it afl a dream? 
Can the year ahead truly be as 
good as tihe heralds say? 

Investing in gilts is now all 
about focus. There are always 
things to distract youu What 
about institutional cash flow? 
Can spreads against other 
major markets fall any fur¬ 
ther? What if the foreigners 
decid e not to buy gilts? Isn’t 
there a major polmcal risk 
surrounding the local and 
European elections? 

In truth, all foe factors are 
next to irrelevant There is 
only one significant issue that 
confronts foe gilt investor *- 
do you or do you not believe 
the sustained low inflation 
story? If you do not the time to 
mate a discreet dash for flic 
exit is now. while the others do 
believe it If, however, you do. 
you should ignore all the other 
factors, sit'tight ami wait for 
yields to reach hitherto 
urumagined levels. 

You can tell that something 
big (and imperfectly under- 
Stood) has happened from the 
behaviour of the forecasters. 
Nearly afl the surprises on 
inflation have been good ones, 
and they have been coming 
thick ami fast 
Moreover, nearly every ma¬ 
jor event good or bad. seems 
to have an anti-inflationary 
silver lining. Gait is the latest 
example. When that happens 


over a period as long as a year, 
the evidence that there has 
been a radical change is 
overwhelming. 

The response of the forecast¬ 
ers (edging down the near- 
term numbers and pushing 
tiie reversal further into the 
future) tells you something 
more — the extent to which 
this radical change is still not 
in the market 
When the bulk of the fore¬ 
casts have been wrong, as they 
have about inflation, what is 
the poor investor to do? If you 
are searching for a short cut 
the best advice is to take the 
consensus inflation forecast 
for life next year and halve it 
Why fa inflation coming 

‘Nearly every event, 
good or bad, seems to 
have an anti-inflation 
silver lining 7 

down? There are three rea¬ 
sons: because productive ca¬ 
pacity exceeds aggregate 
demand: because a series of 
structural changes in bo* 
labour and product markets 
have mode prices (and wages) 
much more sensitive to de¬ 
mand conditions: and because 
foe squeeze of the last few 
years and the sight of inflation 
coming down (and turning 
negative in foe housing mar¬ 
ket) have finally broken infla¬ 
tionary psychology. 

Most people adenowfedee 
the first of these factors if 
however, that's ail there is'not 
much has changed. For the 


corollary is bound to be that 
when demand revives, infla¬ 
tion will pick up again. That is 
why foe forecasts have been, 
and, in many cases, still are. 
negative on inflation prospects 
further out. 

But the force of these other 
two factors is that inflation can 
continue to fall, and then stay 
low. even as foe economy 
imp roves. That is what we 
expect — core inflation falling 
below 2 per cent next year, and 
ooking set to fall further in 
1995, even as the economy 
continues to grow. 

Wont foe poUticans some¬ 
how or other “mess it up" — 
that is to say, sacrifice sound 
economic management in pur¬ 
suit of victory at the polls? 
That is certainly a risk, but we 
lire optimistic, not that we are 
less cynical about foe politi¬ 
cians, Indeed, we may be more 
O'nicaL Given that they got the 
economy right this year by 
strident, can we have faith in 
foe politicians' ability io “mess 
il up" intentionally? 

Yet this is the season of 
g°«M to all men - even 
politicians They, too. should 
be allowed, as they munch 
fo«r Christmas turkey, to 
task m the prospect of several 
of non-inflationaty 
growth, with base rates new 
yrar reaching 4 per cent and 
long gilt yields down to 5,75 

Shaf^L < ? n ^ tothfnkofft - 

hat about foe turkey? Are 

J 5 ? n ? an - V for yours 

•his year than last? You worn 
ne» year cither. 

Roger Bootle 

Crtcnwfd Montagu 
Gilt-Edged 
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10.00 News (Ceefa>). ,«*»». noi 

12., S S^«i vrolsh ne " dNfctWrekday 

ss&nTifig® “Sttsas 
iSBSttsdtt-*' 

2.15 Knots Landing Ampnr-an 

55s?MsS&=a.a 

™%SS^ 

...e^5? PMg c '" Ur0 "'= 

W (152469) 

6.30 (575) HUmphryS *** Jann » 

Ireland: Neighbour? 8802111108 (827) Northen i 

®^w)n television 

Turner. EkmonnlS^ %^^ e ’, Anthea 
(7662) unites dna Timmy Malien (s, 

7-30 j CHOICE 1 Watchdog Special - Troubles Writ. 

Barron. MMufc fiEJ ^ 

(Ceelax) (6310, ana Cah y Shipion. 



6«40 RUL Command Pwf o nimiiM run? ha*a 

aarnrg Mhu, Tracy 

a.oo SSSmSS t ^ Slnc,air m l 732977 *) 

wsraassa*,, The(raofa 

Sa'mSm^rkhllUIS Neagte lams - h ltlE «•» stare 

ZSft.SSgg, aSSby 

».aasS 8 ” 5 n te 

1.00 Anhnatton Now (4927643,11.15 Songs of Praise 

jasss^.'ssBB-f^ 

Indian bov Dick Mnrivr «^h™Jrr 3 
(5360371, ^ ^ B>chara Hivefy direct 

1,00 Rumour ® rrfe at the 4077th that Manlun 

i^i£Sf^??f y8tflsn{rI < 263 S 

K22? “"Maureen’* MuB *o-e-Gram 8 (rt fe) 
{^raionlSo in tfi» 
2J» wpeleer John Whghf (r) (23762989) 

S5S andwealher (687893 33) ZMA 

2 ewscjj pa (91 SlSSfSs ReSomUWaSnmrtS 

(537 ^° } Z.«Th?HS?N^ 
,os 

, oo 3 -“ 

5 00 ^ h °^ BdS A W<Bh? ™e importance ol ©Shanes 
g™«We (544Q) SJ30 DeUa SlWrt SSZ? 
km Seasoral recipes (r). (Ceefax) ( 204 ) 

6.00 Def II: D Energy (a) (1171 ' 

SSr^SttrSf rr ^ 1 5 ? hus bromer - Directed by 
wraemo CWtard (Ceefax) (s) (20686136) ^ 
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of He-Man Canoon 
8-50 London Today 


Mao Tae-tung, portrait of a tyrant (BBC2,9.30pm) 
M * o TlKUa E^»»r 




ih-NFS 3 li! 81 ^i W ^-' ns T > ^ xl * ess bv Mart and Lenin 
than by to? 0 \d Chinese emperors. His 

^ He H U 3 !f- otjr enemics ihev Sll kjfl 

admired Stalin and was orobabiv 
.for even mure deaths. Sir Percy Cradodc 
former Bnnsh ambassador to a*kinJ^j s L S^k 

^^Spe^rroubte With Tradesmen 

SSPLfrSZ StronsIy in - ftul Gree ™' s consumer 
oepose bul they are not riding horses These an» 

SmSLJlS. P ro S nunm e also features a builder who 

S3^ f ^Tn.S W i^L^ r?CTon!h i ps a™* « still in 

Business. Irade assodanons claim to offer 

^?h^»5i rotect,orL ^ trouble is that cowboys 
say they belong 10 tom when they do not ^ 


tTV LONDON 


6.00 GMTV-Eahy mornng news and ertenanment 9.00 

SSn^lS.^T 9 ^ Ama " da 

9J5 Th* New Adventures 

adventures (9E5S223) 
o c = jasp*. ^ washer :36C5488| 

**887198?“ r “ S! ,OUf fUIuns,,c anmanons 

10-20 s!aJTir ’5 BiMte Shields and 

jphn Mills. Adventure yam about a car desioner's 
to^rter wtwtakes hs place m a dangeroiB desert 

mag dis^as^as a man alter he is talfed dunng a 
Si 57 R«i ** Andrew v. McLain 

SS.S u,ndon To^s, 

12^ Weather P 844575 ) 

2 ' 55 f *™*, id (T^G* 1 ) (2852594, 1^5 

Auafafen ^ senaL 

1 - 55 A Country Practice 

Meo^^jama set m to Austraian outback (s) 

120 ISSSSJ^!^ dane * fiy-on-the^yali senes 
vSl^?SEi U !I 4Ver3IIV ' iS; f1 7603730] 2^0 The 
^^Doctpra Australian h&sptfaJ. drama serial 

3^o News headlines (9625020) 3.25 London Today 

- v ' e3 ^ OS2439JJ 

330 Natty Gann (1906) starring 

f?2Jr usack 3041 Mwttft Safenger A Cten^ 
Sef 31 the: ** Depression, abouta 

meet^ lather. Directed by Jeremy 

tZwS£r£i!T* fr) (5760402) 

* , **2 CTeletexti ana wealher (779285) 

5S!i£I]? 0 ^ Ton,flM iTedefext) tgtai 2 j 

SJJ^Z ere , , S ^- 7 from «he 

Cayman islands. Liiehanmer. Norway's winter 
Pampas ve nue, and Jordan. fTetete*! (/) (2730 
Slreet (Teletea) {407} 1 

800 f 1 **® •* Game Show hosted by the 

8.30 WtS^iIJ^^I? Tno,e H'etetexi, (s){87^ 
bjo world In Action: Dangen>us Liaisons. A took at 

^fhangtfqr^ of rtten in sexual relationships 
■»mce the controversial date-rape trials (s) (7285) 


CHANNEL 4 


I’S?? 1 ® “3 Bre ®wa8t 00827) 

SJK 8 *® Am encan high school comedy 

uSSss®^ STjHiS- 

' "■ *“ 01 a ^-srabiw*, 

“ £***<**, canoon 

10,55 ^ ° misch ^ us ^ 

11-00 Strangers Episode one of a six-part New Zpaiavi 
dranjra serai about four fnends trying to solve the 
StaS 2«H n ^ a,B,9d rotlbe, y W (1223) 11.30 

Ses^l^ 01 » « 

i2M ?!"£****« White Fang Animated adventures 

Untaf9 I*”*"* canfcfKFB 
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Oben and Lang celebrate Christmas ( 8 J 30 pm} 
8^02 point 4 Children Family sitcom starrino RaUnrra 

00 J™ 0 p*«* News with Martyn Lewte (Ceefax) 

QinSlu 0 n ^lf! ws ^ (5049, 

9-30 Scro ° 9ed (1988) stamng Bill Murray A 
modem version of A Chnsfmas Carol the 


A dgorous test for the Silver Ghost ( 8 . 10 pm) 

"^"“VW-An Alpine CtaBengels) 

9-00 Newman and BaddM Chriatmas 

Seasonal fun. (Ceefax) (s) (6391J 


In Pieces. 

annr :r “' a l '^ (s; (B391J 

^ CHOtCeJ Cti^rman Mao - me Last 

10 ^N^rirffTEf^ C ^ fax) f 76730 ) 

11 ' ao ^'^^S? ab,e ^ peop, e “S® ^arna to illustrate 

«SS!. 1 gSS£Sa-I 

biys a retarded girl from her mother to orderto 


0 -- —■ • • wfHuurud KsafUr 

3 JP 01 ® P fesident of a network 
*V Conner. 


M .Carry On Doctor 

1105 r 5 ? '!! rtth „® a,ry Itemn. includes a review of 
Clint Eastwoods latest, which he #»ten h-kw* a 

Mfertrf (s) (674169). Northern Ireland* The 
Ba^Page 11.35 Film 9312.10am-1.40 Film: Cany 

71-35 P OCtor f196B ) ste^ Frankie 

nowerd. Sidney James and Kenneth Williams 
JJJJS “medy as a patent medicine man is 
adn« to hospital. Directed by Gerald Thomas 

M5WSS5* (6702841). Ends at 1.15 

3- 00 - 3 J 0 BBC Select: RCN Nursing Update (40792) 
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enthusfa5K tote 10 their vintage 

ws I 

«"»si^^4EaiS 

maL a Monte Carlo Rally and Le Mans24-hWS2 
£So^IL 77,e - cars ,ook 111 *ehonoureand 1 ^ 

teputeoon was sealed. This year for to 

dffiS.S ,veT f x ^ rnore tha8 40 GtS mSS 

to UOO-nmfo route. The cameras and the cheery Tonv 
Mason went with them. For 15 days men nvm to K 
fo CrmriTtet S 
^hair-raising descents and face to 
physical rigours of cranking by hand. 

Down and Out in Paris and London 

Channel 4.9.00pm 

JJLJJi °I N“* Danrieer^ sombre documentary 

“ ^ ,arch - is taken fr 001 CwrL 

mrilf ioJE“S? ^ lving araon 8 *e homeless in the 
cariy ,1930s. Danziger retraces Orwell's wm 1 ik»» 

?-v^rU ie a privileged background, 

like Orwell he tries to make friends among society's 
outcasts and to understand what it is to live on^u* 

Fr^aiKriJTlS ^ Vided account 

H?82fSSfiSi ,, J jB, !! B,!r “ncentrates on London. 
StayBdm - • Peter Waymark 



Tom Bell, as Sgt Otley, investigates (9.00pm) 

9 -°° Frfme Suspect III. Lynda La Plante's third murder 
‘nrafving Del Ch Insp Jw TeSE? 
Starring H^en Mirren and Tom Bell. Continues after 
-.« «« news ' l Telelex U (S) (1339, ^ 

^ wealh « (76198) 10.30 

“■ ““"8 

12J °^ 773 ) 8681 MuSlC m0vie ^Baane (s) 

iS (1576976) 

Ml* Bites. Quick reapes (5651976) 

2J0 Sport AM (53044) 

3J0 Videofashion (29228) 

4,00 S?T d Bep °" Sh ™hisme^ gossip W (s, 

430 5?j'JSa9f inBraa ’ Ciriema Amencan film reviews 

French drama serial (10063) 

5 - 30 1™ Morning News (95063). Ends at 6u00 


Show progress for Granpa and Emily (1425pm) 

^ ^ of The 
With the voice 0 / Refer Ustinov (r, <s) 

7h® E**«*y Duchm Story (1955} stamng 
Jrone ftjwer and Kim Novak. A biopic of to 
Wu^^nencan pamst/bandleader of the 1920s 

4.15 ?? 9e Skjn0y f 34164 ^) 

”2!S?-?iV ,me A Zealand short about an old 

4 ' 30 ™^Vjf °*te Fast-moving knock out general 

SS2? jfej" quesSty, - mas,er «»" 

5 ’ 00 ^^! La,e Show music and toptcaJ 

g^show. pteserned by Gay Byrne. (Teteto^, 

6 0 °A Wffarent World An hour-long special of the 
Amencan comedy which starts a new series on 
™* ^"*"0 Dwa ^ e threatens 
( 91 te 4 )* Whrtteys expens>ve wedding plans (s) 

75 n ^ Bletext ) ^ weather (104594) 

' 5 °SSS?' t i? ,n S McGee Questions metfe 
8 00 *¥!!S5 8neS8 (Feletext) (733204) 

. T °Pfoa( soap set in a suburban 
_ Mereeyslde dose. (Teletext) (s) (9020) 

8-30 JJjf mon o'*■ ^ot'th London comedy series starrina 
( 5627 ^ 86310(1 andCanT1er Murvoe. (TeleS)^ 

^^Outln Paris and U»ndon 


(ri 


™ Stereo and MW. XLOOam Bruno 
°"W 7 00 Mark Goodier 
?f? K S f , S n r. Maso Newsbest 

12 -« Jakki Srambbs 34W Stew VWi^it 

m Ihe Aflemoon B OO News 93 &30 
Evening Sesslor Madder Rose 9.00 
Wndbafls 9JO Glrtler and Twraied: 

s Noddy Holder reviews to 1970s 
10-00 Mark Raddttfe 12 . 00 - 4 . 00 am 

Lynn Parsons [FM only} 
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Stereo. 5 O 0 am Sarah Kennedy 
8.1S Pause lor Though! 7J0S Wake Up 
to Wcgan 9.15 Pause lor Thought 9 J 0 
Ken Bojcc IIJOJmrTty Young 2 O 0 pm 
'jlona Hunrwwa 830 Ed Stewart SOS 
John Du¥i 780 Hubert Gregg says 
Tranks lor the Memory 7.30 Alan Dell 
with Dance Band Days, and at <UX) Bra 
Band Era 830 Big Band Special 9X0 
Humpmey LyttaUon with the Bast ol Jazz 
10J» A Storing AHatr Bra Band vocal 
|**tsfcs 10 J 0 Martin Keiher 12JSam 
“gby Faiwaalher with Jazz Notes 1 J» 
Adrian Flnrghan with h&gtri Rida 3 . 00 - 
5.00 Ateti Lesler 
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wmam World Service &30 Morning 
muon 9M Take Five 9SG My Dad's a 
Bomg Nwd, by Joe Turner 10 X 5 
Jofwirte Wafer's Countdown to Chnst- 
mas 12 ^ 0 pm How Nigel and Earl Ruled 
toe World in 1993 1.10 The Crunch 240 
BFBS WartdwnJe 445 Jotn Inverdate's 
Cwe-ln 6L30 Tha Green Horr*H 7.15 
101 Oalmallons (3/71 7J» Champion 
Sport, including the 1968 Europe^ Cup 
Final beiween Mancheste Utd wtd 
Bentaa. and at 0J» Queens Park 
Rangers v Chelsea 10.10 Fabulous I 
12 . 00 - 12 .town News. Sport 


ANGLIA 

Aa London excant: 10 L 2 O Fkn; u* low* 

BUQ CS5S7B^rS»i50 TteGiS *£ 

^!»M17B0373(flS.l(WX0 Swot Or Wot? 
IfTBWOa 6.00 Home And Away (566914) 

«5a 7 ff i£ n |j” News f 424 ^ 10J0- 

And Weather (Bi 20011 
Spac “ P2M76) 
^*ten Tropfcd Hea (2277112) ixo 
3»n AM (9451421) 240 DocVue 
g^726Q 330 the Baa (1808518) 425 
MON Shill [56565995, 430 RMera 
(429671551 4S5-530 JoOfinder (733^ 

CENTRAL 

Aa London except 1020 Cartoon Tena 

fl2a»jyS Hhi CNps. iKr o£ 

(29706627] 1.58 Short land Slreet 
12411^4201 220 Farmhouse radwi 
(17603730) 2JHKJ20 A Counay RraSS 
o CMdr0n 01 Tte WWer 
(5780402) 6 X 0 Home And Away (566914) 
6j»-720 Central News (424575) 1030- 
1040 Central News (612001, 11.40 Flu- 
Tn» Gm (42717961) 2.05am Pro Box 
SgSSfflWlSIB 3X5 SaJ The World 
(K730131) 325 ProOe (70672570) 3X5 
^Rn*r (8545719 52WL30 Asnra Eye 


Baltimore-based 

44 drama senes. (Teletext) (s) (2440) 

Match (894223) 

S* 8 * Smafl-town America comedy 
12 W (s) 16084537) 

B, ° od Run Free. Black comedy set in an 

1 15 LA? 2 ??i^ Pi ! a, r (r? - fTsteteXl ^ (S) (7^709) 

1-15 2 L°I. B repeat series of the courtroom 

rirania ( 1 16204^. Ends at 2.10 



GRANADA 

As London except 1020 F*n; The Low 
BueP5557B2J) 12X8 Home And Away 
<28325941125-320 Fin: The Wnd Cannor 


Rradt«3874<58} 5.1IWX0 Shoriiand Sum 
P7B0402) 8X0 Home And Away (6431 6 X 0 
G«f«taTonVil (836310) BX5-7X0 Sock- 
"Ol*Rir Qwjnas (895285) 1020-1040 
Granada News ( 012001 ) 11/40 The Bin Rgm 
toaat (320676) 12Xflam Tropical Hea 
P277I12, 1X0 Sport AM. (B451421) 2X0 
Dorahue (9017266) 320 The Bear 
PBWSie, 42S Night ShHt I5956SP95) 420 
«Wa^42&67l55) 4X5-520 Jobthdar 

HTV WEST 

10J “ Rim; The Low 
a«^7848] 220220 Van Can Cook 
1175? 780 * 8X07X0 HTV News (918121 
& ™”ftar ( 612001 ) 
lt40«B T, op«aJ Hear (2277173 1 x 0 
^OrtJW (9451421, 2 X 0 DonaTu 

„SW! (59566995) 420 Rhriera 
(42967156) 4X5-520 Joofoder (7394773, 

HTV WALES 

A« HIV WEST ex ce p t 6X0 Wates Ai Sot 
(643) 820-7X0 PrimeUme (223) 1020- 
10X0 HTV Wales News A Wealher (612001) 

MERIDIAN 

Aa London except 1020 Fftrmw Low 
2.20 Housepariv 
M7603730) 2-50-320 Shortland Scert 


^«u^2i?£H.^SS fen T * 3ni 8N (643) 820- 
l Ml ?***° 1030-10X0 Mendian 
NWS * vvteather (612001) 11X0-1220pm 
The Tn^Oi Rosie O’Neil (900B33) 2 -»ar«. 
« Spori AM- (53044, 5X0-520 
Freesaeen (10083, 

TYNE TEES 

* J SS2!L*“*P' : 10J & F*»i- TTm Love 
220 Wish You Were Here ? 

Youreelt 

[8351440] SX5-7X0 Tyna Tees Todav 
n«6407] 11X0 PrtW Cal Bkx*H 

The Wor«(B5 11082 ) 

kDtofl Care (4002861 2X5 Ko** 
P®6773, 3X0 nv Chan Show (1802334, 
AX0-S20 JocflndBi [7S727271 

WESTCOUNTRY 

S* 10u2 ° F*n The Low 

Bug (25557846, 12.20pn>-12.30 
Wasiawry Latest (9844730] 1 x 5 The 
Voung Docm (20685372) 22 S Garttertna 
TJnrie (17602001) 2X5^320 A^MQy 
Practice (1219681) 32X320 Wteaicourwy 
Laos! (882:4381, BX0-7X0 W^SmC 

iMe (97812) 11 X 0 The Bo Frahr Speed 

P20B76J 12X0em Trepeal Hear (2277112) 
AM (9451421) 2X0 Donahue 
(9017366) 320 The Bear (1808518) 420 
RMera^42967i5S) 4X5-520 -kSfr^ 


YORKSHIRE 

eansept 1020 FUrri- The Love 
®54^T846) 220 WshYbu Ware Here •» 
(1762977B) 5X5-7X0 Catendar News 
11448407) 1020-10X0 Catenda, N^ 
(812001, 11 x 0 Prisoner. CeU Eflock H 
(36644Q) 1225am Sail The World (9511082) 
Fikn; Kiterg Cora (Jurgen Prochoow. 
Santejager, (400286) 2X5 Konk 
(9WW7^ 3X0 nv Chart S how ( 1802334 , 
A2D-520 Jobflnder (7672727) ‘ 

S4C 

Jte Bib Breakfast (90827, 
W» Sared By The Bel (86575) 920 Gnm 
^W9ttll7l 9X5 The Lore Ranger 
was, 10.15 Gnm Tates (1366049,1020 
And Hercules (29179331 10X5 Pore 
g®*W9,11X0 Grangers (IBS 1778] 1120 
« 0ff15865 > 12 JWpm 
ffi^tTo Reply (87168) 1220 Star Meurtm 
KfZ23) 1X0 Roaearme (93914) 120 
rangin 1 with Mr Cooper (23584J 2X0 Ftarv 
The LadyWiars 1683488) 3X0 The TTvee 
SlOOBOS (1922584) 4X0 Star 23 (2575) 5X0 
B*tian (9376) 520 Fifteen To One (372) 
5f°, l ^dt9on (689339) 620 Cwtem 
SOTh (825204, 825 Heno (422117) 7X0 
^pl Y Own (7152) 720 Y Byd Ar Bedwar 

^79,6X0 Fe Hollwyn l NadoNg (902Q, 820 

”^Am™Footoafi (155846) 12.15am 
"WteBS [169624, 
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*-0<temTheOJKai Straw(83747337 1 6X0 
umb Chop's Ptey^-Ltrag (8496933, 9X0 
Cannons (19827,920 Card Starks (53759) 
S2P en,ra0on <1257S ) 10 -» *-ow at 

R»S aghl (48339) 11X0 Sally Jessy 
gW (48488, 1 2X0 UrbSTpeS 
(^91,1220pm Paradise Beach ( 57575 , 
1X0 BamahyJones (45730) 2X0 Seventh 
Avmje (73204) 3X0 Anotfvr Wtorid 
ggW*)M 8 'Tl»lDU^KfflShoe (54^S? 
SOO &ar Trek: The Nad Generation (6575) 
^ 0 °i G f n ^ s „ Woftd I 3117 ) BJ» Paradfee 
ftoch (*«9) 7X0 Rescue (7204, 720 
Qrwrag Pates (6681) 9X0 Return to 
Lonesome Dwe First 0 < a tour-part mrf- 
senes [ 99575 , 10 X 0 Star Tiek The Ned 
Gworairan [55010)11X0 The Untouchables 
(5368D 12X0 The Streets of San Francisco 
Migtn Court (77315) 120 - 
2X0 Mareac Mansion (55024) 

SKY NEWS 


SATELLITE 


^7'™"**'*’ (1806) An American 
fann y s home e nwded t^r creanras from 

twwr rtenensrans (2348112). Ends at 620 

SKY SPORTS _ 

TXram FWme Bodes (BSB33) 720 Kick 
tod Hi (798n, 8 20 World Sports ( 92799 , 
920 Ugh Fm» 
1&4S7511020 The 
ftg Us&x (4619® 1220pm Fooibatt: 

v Aston Via (69049) 220 
100 Twinte 
i 4010 ! S-** Trucks 
n Tra ctor Power (6046) 6X0 Soccer New<: 
f®32556)8.i5 WWF Challenge (855556, 
TXO F ootoaJ 1 : OPR v Chefcsa (11325681) 
IWSSoccer News (5990491 1020 Goal' 
(420921 11X0 Rraaide 
»W«tog4ffii)i 200 Ftmbai 
(90247, 2XO-4.00am Terns ( 92773 , 

eurosport 


WORLD SERVICE 


Ak limes m GMT. 420am BBC English 
4.45 News and Press Review *1 German 
JLOO Motgenmagazin. Tips lurTounsten 
520 Europe Today 6X0 World News 
0-15 The Learning World 620 Europe 
Today 7.00 Newsdesk 720 The Divine 
Siraermarkel 8X0 World News 8.10 
Words Ol Faith 8.15 Health Matters 820 
Anything Goes 9X0 World News 9X5 
World Busraesa Report 9.15 (mages ol 
Bntara 920 Andy Kershaw's World of 
Muse 9X5 Spcrt3 Roundup 10.01 
Heritage 1020 The Wntage Chart Show 
11X0 Newsdesk 1120 BBC EngTish 
11X5 Mmagsmagazro Noon World 
News 12.10pm Words of Faith 12.15 
Hoa> 1245 Sports Roundup 1 X 0 
Newshour 200 News 205 Oul took 220 
Oft ihe Shelf: firm Btonf 2.45 The 
MvBirack Sessions 3X0 News 3.15 
Chris (mas Tukeys 4X0 News 4.15 BBC 
English 420 Heute ALfuell 5.00 News 
5X5 Wcrtd Business Report 5.15 BBC 
English 6X0 NewsdWL 620 Heute 
Akruef, 7.00 Naohnohlen 7.05 
Kafetdoskop 8X0 News 8.10 Words of 
Faith 8.15 The world Today 820 Europe 
Today 9X0 News hour 10X0 News 
10.15 Meridian 10.45 Sports Roundup 
11.00 News 11 x 5 world Business 

Report 11.15 On Screen 1120 
MuWracfc 1 Mtdrigttf Newsdesk 
12208m Quote. Unquote 120 World 
News 125 Outlook 120 Ft* Routes 
1X5 Health Matters 220 Newsdesk 
220 Hoax 320 World News 3.15 Sports 
Roundup 320 John Peel 4.00 Wbrfd 
News 4.15 Health Metters 


CLASSIC FM 


BXOam Nicf- Bailey 9.00 Henry Kelly 
■ 12X0 Susannah Stems 2XOpm 
Lunchtime Concerto Ravel (Piano Con- 
l " cenolnG GeorgesPludemwcher,320 
- Pelroc Tratawny 6.00 M»gaiei Howard 
.,••720 Close Encounters dl a Musical 
> V| Kin>3 Sir John Barblroft - 820 Evening 
Concert Chrtsonas m Venice John Elm 
Gardiner conducts a programme Of 
: Renaissance music 1020 Lfchael 
Map pin 120420am Andre Leon 


RADfO 3 




VIRGIN 1215 


.0.00am Ruse- and Jono 10.00 Richard 
-..‘•Skinner ixopm Kevin Greening 4X0 
k Tommy Vance 7.00 Mtich Johnson 
1020 Nick Abbot 2.00am Raul Coyta 


63am W aather 
720 On Air, presented by Andrew 
McGregor. Including Giovanni 
Gabrieli (AucBte prinopes); 
Banioch (The Witch of Atlas); 
Mozan (Horn Concerto No 11n 
D. K4ia; Telemann (Concerto 
in D for Three Tmmprns); 
Kraisler (Caprice wennofs, Op 
2; Tambourtn chinots. Op 3j; 
VrHa-Lobos (Guitar Concerto) 
9X0 An Advent Catendar. 
introduced by Hugh Keyle. 
Birmingham University 
Liturgical Choir under Colin 
Timms performs Trad (ZezuVca 
2 Lesa. The Boev's Head) 

9.10 Composer* of the Week- 
Musicians at the Court of 
Gustav llf of Sweeten. Curt 
Carteson presents a string 
quartet by Johan WHcmanson 
and a symphony by Joseph 
Martin Kraus 
10.10 Musical Encounters, with 
Chns Wines, including 
Humperdinck (Overture, 

Hansel and Gretef); Grilles 
(Four Roman Sketches): 

Mahter Abschied (pas ued 
von der Erde): GritfesJRiana— 
Sonala). Respighi "(The 
Fountains of Rome) 

1220 Strangs Adventure: The 
Mafeng oJ the Savoy Operas 
— From Princess Ida to the 
bitter end. Geoffrey Smith 
tools at the success of Gilbert 
and Sullivan and ihe 
differences between them 
120pm News 

1.05 BBC Lunchtime Concert Rve 

from St John's. Smith Square. 
London. The Sixteen under 
Harry Christophers performs 
muse for Christmas 
220 The BBC Orchestras: BBC 
National Orchestra of Wales 
under Grant Lleweffyn 
performs Schumann' 

Scherzo and finale, 

Mendelssohn (Vfofin 
in E minor: sototsf Young Uck 
Kan); Elgar (Serenade for 
Strings). Beethoven 
iSymphony No 7 m 

M5 Byrd Organ Music: 

Nicholson concludes Its 
survey of keyboard music by 

Byrd which s appropriate for 
toe organ 

4.30 Tima and SHence. Tomasz 
Starto. Brian Motion 
continues his survey of jazz in 
Poland. In Ihe fifth of six 
programmes he talks to the 


trunpeter about the last three 
decades 

520 In Tuna, with Andrew Green. 
Wolf (Nun wand're Maria; Die 
tor Bchwebet, Spanish 
Son^xwk); Ravel (Ma mere 
I oye — excerpts], Dvorak 
(Rondo for cello and piano. 

Op 94): Khachaturian (LuSaby. 
Gayaneh) l ^^ r ' 

7-30 15® 180 Sttraflus Cycle: See 

Choice (r) 

825 Said Short Stories The 
Reticence of Lady Anne. The 
first of five stones (his week is 
read by Peter HoweB 
920 EBU Inter na tional Concert 
Sartos: New Helsinki Quartet 
performs Sibelius (Siring 
Quartet in D minor, Voces 
intimae): Merikanto (Concerto 
lor violin, clarinet, horn and 
string sextet,; BartOk (Stnng 
Quartet No 5, 

10,45 San f^> and 

Mark Russell presenl a 
selection of music 

1120 Music Restored: The Flute at 
Court, presented by Nancy 
Hadden. Rachel Brown, Rule, 
Emfiy van Evera, soprano, 

Lucy Cardan, harpsichord, 

Erin Headley, viola da gariba, 
Stephen Stubbs, JutaAheortu, 
perform music by de la Barra 
Marais, PhiKdor, MontticJalr 
and Biavet 

1220am Nows 1225-12X5 An 
Advent Calendar (as 9am) 


RADIO 4 


525an Shipping Forecast 6.00 

News Briefing, nd 623 

Weaher 6.10 Farmmg Today 
625 Prayer tor the Day 520 
Tatey. mot 6X0, 7.00. 720. 
820. 820 News 6.45 
Business News 6X5,725 
Wealher 725.825 Sporte 
News 7X5 Thought for Ihe 
Day 825 The Week on 4 8X0 
Comic Heroes: Roy Porter 
^Heritors the comedians of 
toe 19506 828 Weather 
920 News 925 Start to Week, 
with Mehryn Bragg and Rosie 
Boycott With Trevor Nunn. 
Ptotessor Michael Argyie. Dr 
htoncy Lane and Professor 
^ Elizabeth Wrison 
1020-1020 The Mating Game (FM 
afiy): Lionel KeUeway chairs 
_ P^ 6 natural history que 
1020 News; Daily Service (LW 
only) 

mis The Bible (LW only). Nahum. 

by Dermot Crowley fr) 
1020 Woman « Hour, introctoced 
by Jenm Murray. Story: Those 
Sailing Ships of His Boyhood 
Dreams, by Moy MeCroy Ind 
11 jin Mnuur 

TLOTMooey Box Uve: 071-580 
A444. with Vincent Duggieby 
t£«s open from 10 am 
1220 News; You and Yours, with 
John Howard 

12-25pm My Music: John Amis and 
Frank Muir challenge lan 
Wallace and Denis" Norden in 


The 

1255 


CHOICE 




the musical 
chairman is 
Weather 

1.00 The World at One. with Nick 
Clarke 

!■%> T*e Archers (r) 155 Shipping 
220 News; Cinderella: The 
s' Theatre, London, 

"i a burlesque 
, . - j pantomime by 

H J Byron. Starring Patricia 
RoutJedge as the Fairy Queen. 
With Anne Jameson, Jane 
Leonard and Julia Sutton (rt 
320 Conversation Piece: Sue 
MacGregor talks to ihe pianist 
Alfred Brandel about ha Ufe 
and work 

420 News 4.05 Kal 

reviews Opera North's 
anniversary production of 
Britten's opera, Gfonana: and 
visits an exhfalian of the art of 
Hinduism 

. African Christmas in ihe first of 
fiw aorte featuring chemtet 
Nathan Swtrsky (rt 
520 PM with Chns Lowe and Jon 

S20 SbrO'Ctocfc News 

620 News Quiz of the Year Barry 

Took presents a seieetton of 
toe choicer Afews Quiz 
2 K3menls 1993 W 

I , 2SiJ?“ 7 - <,5TheA «*a« 

720 The Food Programme, 


News on Ifwhou 

S£sg E a , ms l S3 

BS51WLH* N«« 

01 J** Year (45372, 

430 News 3 rd Business ftoon (3S941 s»oo 

o^n 14 ?^!^' 30 7,10 Umc) y D * v7df> 
«223, 930 rsfthach (68681) 11 X 0 CSS 

Newu (50541) 1230m ABC World News 
[4t»47} 1 JO Trie Unholy Dririda (17732,2X0 

SS?* 1 °?S!i B 5 ns (234Ce) 3J0 TtMacfe 
The Unholy Dwtte (37044) 
5X04100 CBS News (24699) 

SKY MOVIES _ 

OXOem Showcase (S0408ffi) 
teXO Hmwniter When ( 1974 ) Jack 
warden remowcas about fas experiences 
Owing tie Second Worid War (12594575) 
12.10pm Loving Couples (I960) Slaty 
nes Cobun have artara 


LSO Sibelius Cyde. Radio3.730pm. 

a^aSffiStgesssa 



Jorma Hynmnen. we hear a choral version oSandfa. ^ ™ 

Daughters or Venice. Radio 4,7.45pm. 

Don Taylors play awash with carnival colour, baroque music and. 

Vivaidt s Venice. Il must be the Qrst radio play to speculate on what 
^ 1116 orphaned girls at the Ospedale della 
Pieta where the “Red Pnesf* tauehL He was later to becdmenMpSrn 
di camella - Vivaldi himself (piyed by Norman Rodway. roaring 
away Bee a Iron makes a late entrance, but inevitably becomes the 
play's philosophical core. . 


7.45 TJ» Monday Play: Daughters 
a ie SLyWwo. See Choice 

JSte£ Ro9e ' VB,te 

1020The World Tontaht 

10X5 Book at Bedtime. Bef Ami. 

is reads Guy da 
s story (6/12) 

-It Here First 

Second Thoughis, by Jan 
Etoerington and Gawi Peine. 
™to Jameg Boiam and Lynda 

11-30 SpiEffi* ot the Goons. 
Je Whist*ng Spy Enigma. 
Young Ned SeaaDoo is sent 
behind the iron Curtain to 
sabaage the Hungarian 
footbaiiteam. With Spike 
Mttgan. Peter Seflers and 
__ Harry Secombe 
12.00-l2.438m News, incf 1227 
WBato& 1223 Shaping 12X3 


Madiiria and Jamas _ 

"W integer partners ( 616681 , 

Amon - 

can wkhq docuneniary (93662) 

4X0 The Dfamond Trap (1388): Twnoy 
heif» solve a jewel robbeiy (22570778, 

Si6^r m,wr whM ** 

8X0 Turtte Beach (1992)- Grata Scacchi 
«*" Chen become fnends dunng ite 
^ peQplB “fc* (23410223, 
9X0 UK Top Ten (336407, 

10X0 Fuluraklck (1991) Maraal ans thriler 
witii Don WUacn and Meg Foster (42668271 
21-? ^ N fta_ Hood (199?TS 
poyfraod Inends confront the realtiy ol Me in 
Los Angeles With Cuba Goodrag Jr, Larry 
Feribume and tea Cube (796240, 

1, 2®« Ora® of ■ Sohoolboy H9B1I Tta 
fiiwis suroundteg the assassteauon of 
ArchdiAie Fenanand (600976, 

3.15 Tt»e Young Wanton (1967): Jrrres 

4-45 Vanishing VKld amo a e (as 2am) 
(1442605). Ends a fclS 

SKY MOVIES GOLD _ 

6J^m Sign trf the On** (1832, faW) 
undar Bra Romans f72846, 
MO (Bu* Stop (1B56): Mamyn Monroe a 
Sw^oflher fael hyDon Hurray (77^1) 
10X0 HtM Btood (1BB2J: John Rambo 
(tester Siaccne) takes umbraoe a a 
sadffllic shenfl (25136). Ends a 11J0 


7X0ani Sop Aerobes (991361 8X0 Atone 
Sh Jumptog (33285) 

2^L*J*»Jkanfl (87223, ixS 
M^sport jaOBO, 2X0 QoH (27372) 4X0 
Eurtte nTTBI 4X0 BHahton (261361 5X0 
O^ONbws (2407) 7X0 
Bmivq ^9117, 8X0 American Slock Car 
Racing (48865, 9X0 Boxnw (28001) 10X0 
Eurogoab (38485) 11 X0 EuroGotf (96049) 
1ZXO-1230W News [87062, 

UK GOLD _ 

7X0«m GP (78760 1 4, 7X0 Nnghbous 
P8W049, 8X0 Sons and Daighiere 
^^3]ia»to£rri9is (2SBl»fl94M 
U® 6*12556, 9X0 Nanny (13^5791 
Bae, “ fWOSOOl, 11X0 
RJ»da (7160020) 12.00 Sons and Oajgtv 
1230pm NeiehbcSre 
^^^•“EaslEndefe (7875265,1JO 
meBi 03127789 2X0 Never Mtod ihe 
ouaflfy. Feel (tie Wldtii (48S62BS, 2X0 
Shetey (7081M9, 3X0 Dates. (7177136, 
(7156643' SXO Blentely Blank 
snn^,,?^ 0 “>« US □ Ctoe (7052827) 
8X0 NfagNraure (7042440) 6X0 Eon- 
(7066030, 7X0 Narrav (8109339) 
BXONever Mnd Bra OuaSy, Feel the Width 
jfpSWS, 9X0 Sheley (4855556) 9X0 
R^efifte's Babies (8198223,10X0 The BIS 

IMOTh^ Y^n^S 

llf 0 IfP Pops PS7B914, 11JO Dr 

JJnDeaanr Ol Ihe Dateks ( 5030310 , 
J2JW»a RLW. Fnandfr Fereuasoi (1956) 

The Ojnl War aBeds a lamty ol Quakers. 
■™ G®y Cooper (72965518, 1XS4X0 
Video B<es (50701179) 

CHILDREN'S CHANNEL 

aXteroAek m the Bcw (97B8S3 7X0 flakan 
H (53933) 9X0 T-Ftex (48691, 9X0 
Brajerrons World (7E23) iqxo Pwraess 

S2L?? 1 SS r,,afc “ 110001110 - 30 Swamp 
p*ig (-,5665) 11X0 You Cant Do That era 
7£«sron (51B6S) 11X0 GhoMbuaere 
j gffjy Fa m} 166646) IXOpni Ttw 
ftesro (56020) 1X0 Rond the 
Bend (79310) 2X0 Ironman (4914) 2X0 7>ra 
Rndg__(33i4) 3X0 Pig^xjrB Fte 
wae0759j 3XS RarKan r (2138952) 3 Jo 

Ojnfc tine Gang (57S914X0 The Charito 

ara«i and Snoopy Show (7504, 4XOXXO 
Emlyns Moon (3779, ****** 

NICKELODEON 


As Wcrtd Service {LW only) 


RADI01:1053kHz/285m:10S9fvHz/275m; FM d7.&S9.8. RADIO 2: HI/I 88-90.2 n&nin t-nioiiqm. . --- 

BB3lcte/433m; 909kHzfl30m. LBC: 1152kHz/26lm; FM S7A. CApSaLHM^ £ a^piVbu frSSSSSff ™ RADIO 5: 

CLASSIC FM: FM 100-102. VIRGIN: MW 1215,1 1 97,1242 kHz. ™ ® A H^*2S£. SERVICE: MW 64flkHz/483m. 

COMPILED BY PETER DEAR AND GILLIAN MAXEY 


THE MOVIE CHANNEL 

S^Oara The Denver and Rio Oroide 

(1952) Rariroad companies baffle to can- 

ptoie Wati Ediiiond D'Oten (611981 
8X0 The ttegle Snownan (SSASBi 

10X0 Rancho Notorious (1952). Western 
wflti Martone Defnch (59933, 

12,00 The Sm-Chentad Forasr ChirtWs 
antoaea adusnuiB (ao« 9 , 
fOOpm Crin** Behavior (1992, Fam 
Fawcett defends a woman nnru^aq ol 
pawnrag a stolen diamond (3624071 
jWS^Th. Magic Snowman (as Bam, 

S.1S Fried Green TomMoeG at ttw Whlatia 
Stop Can (1882) Kathy Bates tons far 
arnienent. She finds it n Jessica Tandy's 
“* o* 9 rasiawani and te procnemre 
during tiw 1920s (656985561 
7X0 *po»ure, Film news (9391, 

8X0 Comma tor Hmdar (1993). Cybd 
Shepherd b one of Ken Ofcn's «mg pwHp ri a 
murder tovasuganon (16993594) 
late Bussy (1991). Gangster Warren 
Beany creates tile «y rf Las Vdgas. Vfth 
Arriote Bering (982263101 
ULSOam TJe CMier Side ol Low ( 1991 , 
Oreiyf Ladd (nos to took afler her rttiktiBn 
from befwid bars (261024) 

2X6 Ixt Him Have It (,99i,; Fax-based 
drama about Derek Bom ley (617315, 


AODwri C^n Parol (B3575) 7X0 Gufa 
8X0 Gef tf» Picture (SJ7301 9X0 
Rtsck (83001, 9X0 Spaed Racer 

02 551)93 0 wad SldB Shaw (345231 10X0 

Janwrirt Ctiaam (52117) 10X0 Tf* Wcrtd 
2LP** f S®®™ 3 ™ 11X0 Catodn 

«S2J5 (1«5) 11X0 Euraeka's Caste 
P°°1) tzxopm Rabbi Ears- We A| Han 
rates (45338, 1.00 The World of David tin 
£“!•'P®?^ 1 - 30 'W«*>m^*toa Gnomes 
Janosch'S Dream (4372) 2X0 
ReyCWB (3372) 3X0 Out of Cortrol (3407, 
3.30 Teenage Mutant Hero Turtles (5117, 
4X0 Capdot Cnaers (7952} 4X0 Speed 
RaoM (3136) sxo Ctanssa E'Vfaro K AI 
^f?^5 aTflePelure l 44a ^®X0Gul3 


^ Mr and Ms Srrwh 

tfacover they are nor reaOy 
^(906^7)2.15 Sm: To Hav^S 
Ham No l (1944 tVw): Huniphrey Bogart 
hecomas nvofved wtth ttie French resistance 
I&84348814X0 The Flying 

17U56843) 8X0 The Beverly HSdtes 

S' 30 7™ DcnrvaStoJaS 

1 Sw (8316594) 7X0 
arteqn (9194407, 8X0 FILM- The Blue 
-(JjgL &")'■ Ann Batter wakes up 
non 10 a dead mai (48484480) OXS Ou of 

^ Brawaj huSofST: 

Conknent (1968, • A shto s crew Is stranded in 
a prefuanrfc world (2461952) 11X0-12X0 
The Twttghl Zone (2838556) 

UK LIVING 


7Xaam Jajna and Mends (5109223, 8X0 

hane. Fortran and ftamance (7707317) 

Jjtarahairs Everytlay Yoga (3967407, 9X0 
Drwree Cote 15718598) 9X0 Ha Taoes 

WTtgBffla1 (8E5a«2} 11x0 On the House 
JJf? 08,18 Smith's Christmas 
3^®° Raaeal Livtiig (77312594) 

1X0 tofatuamn (8381198) 2X0 
S*? * JPW’STZ) 3X0 Agony 
Hour (47295<-a) 4X0 Crosswte (647^84) 
4Xptn)aluadon (B1B4608) BXO Hphfryrts ol 
Jayne , md Rtendc (ffi 17310, 8X0 Whars 

g°220“3) 7X0 Agony Hou (4326561) 8X0 
«1 Ihe Resnesa (225837119X0 
S 9881 - ^"based story of an 
J^etettenaksed Hunan errraandng on e new 

nxToffi M osa 

gy ggJ? Yoirt8 on tire Air withDr 

family channel _ 

jjXOpm The Wonder Years (8594) sxo 
Dmgar Bay (773® 6X0 Big Brotfax 
^3) WOCadtohrese & 

Purarl (8730) 7X0 AI Ctoed Up (4407,8X0 
Remmgion Steele (86049, 9X0 Neon ROer 
WKRP ■! Cteonnaj (37840) 
lO ^Th e Bob Newhan Show (46594)11X0 
”•»> The May T*a 
^ 12 ^ 1J,tere ^ 

MTV _ 

2-°?“ W* 1 Side (768169, 

VJ tego (752730) 12X0 &EB1SS Hfc 
IB8204J IXOpm VJ Snione (916681) 3X0 
Co^Cob^t (Sffi7407) 3X5 AI Ihe 
™vte (6685662) 4X0 News (5888914, 

'IBBMB 4X0 The Gax, 
(5136) SX O Hi bp Uh (19440, 7X0 
(79759) 8X0 Muac Non-Stop 
®407J 9X0 GrikUnt Hrs (68643, 10X0 
^ 00rt I 650480 ) 10.15 At tile 
Mates (848643) 10 x 0 News a Ntahi 
M30489J 1045 3 from 1 (451952, 11X0 
2SL®?* P 0662 ) TJBram Vj Ua£v 
(47773,2X04X0 Night Videos (8677088) 

TV ASIA _ 

Mttem Person Dawn (84391) TXOReom- 
bJ^TT 1 ,s1 575) 7X0 Asian Maning (268461 

s^Wwar (14020) loxopaastai 
HLM (758914) IXOpm Serial Muslatam 
[50846,1x0 Hnd FILM: tiaadal^m 

You (1827) 7X0 Face to Face (5488) 8X0 
ErtOfetii News (429759) 8.15 hfaid RAT 

gangw (50166643} 11.15 Serial. Chsena 
mook r 1 ^ — — 


f£99O06OJ 1.3S Sight and Sound (100087111 

TNT 


Jwne.Ai Irena Duma Btehdnr Tribute 

J’M’r 5 ”*' 01 “S*"" ****** 

A W0TOn E shunn «i ater her 
husbaid commtic suicide ( 16946381 ) 

^^T ^WhileCfiffa olDoaarijg^.y,,,! 

(4001,6X0-7X0wafeama Fre&fanan^^S) **** Vfah ' M3rtd 

DISCOVERY (19%SS- a girt 

4-00pm Eaihfie (7063333) 4X0 From Woocte ^ 

j4B7B4ffiTSX0 Go Bdmg (7^terei a ¥ r . a (552748891 

IS781339) SX9 Wr).A 


^aMwiflpssQTxoThe 

(4858643) 7X0 Stone Monkey (70606461 “*16 a 5X0 

6X0 pKtowry V/Hflada (8176001) 9X0 


£ .K 1 ®? 4 ® 1 PadBca: Talas from 
toe South Base (8391285) 10X0 Evered 
(81999521 11X0 Two Ways tyTook^Ta 
Ajtetrahan Nature (7155914) 11X0-12X0 

The Arabois (0834730) 

BRAVO 


CNN _ 

Twenty-tour hour news 

curt 


Coraitrymuwimmmrt^B^ 

QVC 


ia» Mary Harenan, May Henman Home shoppteg drannei 
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MANPOWER SURVEY 
GIVES CAUSE 
FOR OPTIMISM 


ASB fails 
to agree 
goodwill 

standard 

Eh' Sajrah Racnall 

THE Accounting Standards 
Board has (ailed to agree an 
accounting treatment for 
goodwill arising in takeovers, 
three years after the previous 
standard 'setter Jost the confi¬ 
dence of business over its 
failure to resolve the issue. 

The board's nine members, 
including industry representa¬ 
tives. are almost equally split j 
between two alternatives. I 
drawn from six treatments 
presented for discussion. But 
they insist one standard meth¬ 
od must be chosen. The ASB is 
calling on interested parties to 
help it decide. 

None of the choices would 
permit intangible assets such 
as brand names, publishing 
titles, trade marks or drug 
patents to be valued separately 
from goodwill in company 
accounts. This is practised by 
many big companies. 

New rules are needed be¬ 
cause the goodwill element in 
prices paid in bids and deals 

— the excess-of purchase cost 
over the fair value of fixed 
assets and net working capital 

— has grown sharply to aver¬ 
age more than 40 per cent 
Usually, a buyer immediately 
writes off goodwill against 
reserves, a method that pro¬ 
tects profits. The alternative of 
writing it off gradually against 
profits, proposed by the for¬ 
mer Accounting Standards 
Committee, is rarely used. 

In its discussion paper Good¬ 
will and Intangible Assets, 
published today, the board 
concentrates on two options: 

□ A combination of the ASC’s 

idea, that goodwill should 
generally be capitalised and L 

then amortised over no more v 

than 20 years, with a second- n 
ary option of making a com- b 

plex annual review instead to b 

see if the value of the goodwill k 
has fallen. Companies would 
then have to write down pi 

goodwill only when there had ir 

been a loss in value. In 1990. gi 

the ASC found that 93 per cent aj 
of respondents were against a 

its simple proposal, while 68 tc 

per cent supported the annual al 

review approach. a 

□ As a variant on writing off w 

goodwill immediately, it a 

would be transferred to a 
separate goodwill writeoff re- L 

serve on acquisition. n 

A survey of leading analysts w 

published in The Times today, ft 

shows a strong desire for an nr 

agreed reform. ai 
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Greg Dyke, chief executive, and Sir Christopher Bland, chairman, focus on Granada’s “thin and unconvincing” offer in their defence of LWT 

LWT attacks Granada 
for lack of experience 


By Jon Ashworth 


City seeks reform, page 33 
Graham Seaijeant, page 34 


LONDON Weekend Tele¬ 
vision has attacked Gra¬ 
nada’S hostile £600 million 
bid as an opportunist move 
by a conglomerate that 
knows little about television. 

In its defence document 
published today. LWT (Hold¬ 
ings) attacks Granada’s 
growth record and diversity, 
and criticises the lack of TV 
experience among its direc¬ 
tors. It makes no forecasts 
about profits or dividends, but 
confirms talks are under way 
with Yorks hire-Tyne Tees over 
a possible takeover bid. 

Sir Christopher Bland, the 
LWT chairman who angrily 
ngected Granada’S overtures 
when they became public a 
fortnight ago. said the argu¬ 
ments for the offer were “thin 
and unconvincing". Sir Chris¬ 
topher said: “The business 
case for their bid appears 
extremely weak. We believe 


■ LWT shareholders have seen a 631 per 
cent increase in the value of their investments 
since December 1989, compared with a 61 
per cent increase for Granada shareholders 


shareholders should not ex¬ 
change their investment in a 
television company as valu¬ 
able as LWT, either for shares 
in a conglomerateT>r for an 
inadequate cash alternative.’’ 

Granada said the defence 
document contained nothing 
new and would confuse LWT 
shareholders. It said the logic 
of a merger of the two com¬ 
panies was compelling. 

LWT will provide share¬ 
holders with a profit and 
dividend forecast for 1993 
early in the new year. The 
defence document confirms 
that LWT is holding prelimi¬ 
nary talks with Yorkshire- 
Tyne Tees over a possible 
takeover bid. but oners no 


dues to tiie state of a 
rumoured ‘East Coast Alli¬ 
ance". under which LWT 
would bid for Yorkshire while 
spinning off Tyne Tees to 
Anglia Television. Such a 
move would thwart Granida 
because no television com¬ 
pany is allowed to hold more 
than two franchises. 

LWT has seized on the “few 
apparent synergies” of Grena¬ 
da’s interests, which range 
from television rental and 
computer services to motor¬ 
way service stations, night- 
chibs. and Granada Televi¬ 
sion. It claims that rental, 
which represents more than 
50 per cent of Granada's 1993 
operating profit is in long¬ 


term decline. The market for 
television'sets and video re¬ 
corders is becoming saturated. 
“Granada has sought to adapt 
to tiie market trend towards 
sales rather than rentals, 
while cutting costs rigorously: 
the division is running hard to 
standstill." 

Granada’s profit record and 
dividend polity is singled out 
for attack. The group lifted 
pre-tax profits £61 million to 
£176 millian in tiie year to 
October 2. LWT says the 
growth followed a decline in 
profits in 1990 and “signifi¬ 
cant" losses in 1991. The 1993 
dividend of 8.75p per share is 
more than 10 per cent below 
Granada’s 1987 payout 

The value of LWTS shares 
has increased 631 per cent 
since December 1989. against 
a 61 per cent rise by Granada. 
But Granada can claim credit 
for boosting LWTS shares, 
which were trading at about 
375p before Granada took a 


Japan copies the spirit of Christmas 


ByIola Smith 


RICHARD POHLE 


JAPAN is turning its atten¬ 
tion to marketing Western 
culture. And it is starting 
with Christmas. At Felissimo 
department store on 5th Ave¬ 
nue, New York, and at a 
chateau on the outskirts of 
Paris, unique Japanese- 
made Christmas gifts are 
being sold. 

The products are based on 
an authentic Christmas ar¬ 
chive of60,000 items, includ¬ 
ing cribs, cards and 
decorations from eastern 
Germany and Poland, that 
the Felissimo Corporation of 
Osaka acquired in December 
1991 for £1 million from 
Count Andrew and Countess 


Maria von Staufer of 
Herefordshire. 

Felissimo promised to do 
some expensive restoration 
work and display the collec¬ 
tion. By honouring the com¬ 
mitment Felissimo is be¬ 
coming the biggest name in 
Christmas in Japan — and is 
breaking into the lucrative 
US and European Christinas 
markets. Countess von Stau¬ 
fer said: “Felissimo is plan¬ 
ning for the long term. It is 
starting by introducing 
giftware items aimed at the 
18-25 age group. Then, as 
they become parents. Christ¬ 
mas orientated toys will be 
produced." 







Share options make 
Fisons directors £5m 


By Philip Pangalos 


Count and Countess von Staufer with their collection 
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FORMER directors of Fisons, 
the pharmaceuticals and sci¬ 
entific equipment group, re¬ 
ceived £5.3 million as a result 
of past share option sales. The 
revelation comes a week after 
the company sacked Cedric 
Scroggs as chief executive and 
announced a large restructur¬ 
ing that will erase all this 
year's profits. 

The former directors bene¬ 
fited from Fisons’ inflated 
peak profits when earnings 
were boosted by the legal 
manipulation of profits, which 
encouraged wholesalers to 
take stock at the year-end 
through discounts, and book¬ 


ing the profits at a 70 per cent 
margin. 

In 1991. when the manipula¬ 
tion was at its height, a 
number erf senior executives 
and directors cashed in share 
options granted in 1988. About 
£2 million of the £5.3 million 
was shared by five directors, 
who exccrrised options in 
April 1991 at 253p and sold the 
shares at 49Ip, not far from 
1991* E5 peak.. The shares 
have since fallen to 1 L2p. Main 
beneficiaries included John 
Kcrridgje, former chairman 
and chief executive, said to 
have made £750.000. and Mr 
Scroggs. £380.000. 


WANING MOVE 


By Raymond Keene 
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ACROSS DOWN 

1 Activities ( 6 ) 1 Profundity (5) 

4 Take-off (4) 2 Zulu poiilica] movement (7) 

9 Betting game (5} 3 Feed to excess (5) 

10 Japanese tower-arranging 5 Deck Jack (5) 

f*) 6 Gratitude < 6 ) 

H R ash p erson (7) 7 Disc-flipping gnmc(b-5) 

12 Intermission >5} B Small nocturnal jumping 

13 Harmless pressure ouths rodent 16} 

(6.5} }4 Inurt { 6 } 

17 Dealings (5: 15 Feudal peasant (71 

19 Asthma-reix-vine apparatus 16 Racehorse far longer dis- 

lances ftrf 

22 Muslim IS Overturned (5) 

23 Kentish cas::c20 Board game with leaping 

24 Girl; OT booii ;45 pieces (5} 

25 Sprightly 21 Hazardous |5) 

SOLUTION TO NO 42 

ACROSS: I Card 4 Crackers 8 Charcoal 9 Also 10 As¬ 
pic II Cfasric 13 Turkey 15 Carrel 18 Nursery 20 
Squaw 23 Open 24 Gardenia 25 Presence 26 Tree 

DOWN: 2 Athos 3 Derrick 4 Grek 5 AH Black 6 Kvass 7 
Respire 10 Ac 12 Hydrjpen 14 Usurper 16 Request 17 
Low 19 Sinus 21 Afire 22Trcc 


This position is from the game 
Spraggett - Sped man. Has¬ 
tings Premier 1989/90. Here, 
White played I Ng3? missing a 
brilliant finish. Can you see 
how an alternative move of the 
white knight would have end¬ 
ed the game? At this year’s 
Hastings tournament. Eng¬ 
land is represented by John 
Nunn. Matthew Sadler. Mark 
llebdcn and Michael 
Hcnnigan. 


win 


£>31 


Solution, page 21 


By Philip Howard 


LAB ARUM 

a. An evergreen shrub 

b. The imperial standard 
c A monks’ library 
MARJMONDA 

a. The circumambient ocean 

b. A spider-monkey 

c. A globe; alias 


DEMOT 

a. An Athenian citizen 

b. To remain silent 

c A half bottle of port 
EROTESIS 

a Love melancholy madness 

b. Question expecting answer 
no 

c. A fever rash 

Answers on page 21 
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Abu Dhabi 
funds used to 
prop up BCCI, 

lawyers say 

By Patricia Tehan, banking correspondent 


stake in the company in June. 
LWTs shares dosed at 599p 
on Friday. Granada'S offer 
values the shares at 622p. with 
a S28pcash alternative. 

LWT claims to be the third 
largest ITV company by share 
of net advertising revenue. It 
attacks the timing of Grana¬ 
da’s bid, pointing to the pos¬ 
sible future relaxation of cross¬ 
media ownership rules that 
would allow companies such 
as Pearson to join the fray. 

Granada was dismissive of 
LWTS defence. Gerry Robin¬ 
son. chief executive, said: 
“LWT shareholders will be 
confused by this document 
LWT have admitted that in¬ 
creased scale is necessary, yet 
they are rejecting the oily 
logical combination in terms 
of advertising revenue, audi¬ 
ence size, financial strength 
and licence payments." He 
noted that 90 per cent of last , 
night’s prime-time shows on ] 
LWT were made by Granada. | 


LAWYERS acting for the rul¬ 
ers of Abu Dhabi, majority 
shareholders of the collapsed 
Bank of Credit and Commerce 
International, have proof that 
Abu Dhabi funds worth be¬ 
tween $2.6 billion and $3.9 
billion were used over a period 
of nine years to prop up the 
bank’s fraudulent activities. 

The evidence, uncovered by 
Simmons & Simmons, the law 
firm acting for tiie Abu 
Dhabis, in a search lasting 
two-and-a-half years, might be 
used in fixture actions against 
12 senior officials of the bank 
or against BCCI itself in tiie . 
form of action against its 
liquidators, from Touche 
Ross, the accountant 
Atm Dhabi claims to be one 
of BCCI's biggest creditors as 
well as the majority sharehold¬ 
er. with 77 percent of shares. 

The likelihood of litigation 
between tiie liquidators and 
the Abu Dhabis has increased 
since tiie Luxembourg appeal 
court rejected a $1.7 billion 
compensation agreement for 
creditors from Abu Dhabi. 

However, talks have restart¬ 
ed between the two sides, 
giving hope that a new agree- 
ramt can be reached. 

The Simmons & Simmons 
work was done to attempt to 
establish tiie credentials of tiie 
Abu Dhabi rulers’ claim that 
they rank as priority creditors, 
ahead of unsecured creditors. 

In April 1981. Sheikh Zayed 
bin Sultan al Nahyan and 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed al 
Nahyan opened a deposit ac¬ 
count with BCCI^ Cayman Is¬ 
lands operation. International 
Credit and Investment Com¬ 
pany (ICIQ. Between 1981 and 
1990, the Abu Dhabi ruling 
family put $ 2.6 billion into this 
portfolio account of private 
funds. The management of tiie 
account and investment of tiie 
funds was entrusted to Aj^ra 
Hasan Abedi. the founder and 
president of BCCL 
The instruction that Mr 
Abedi’s signature was re¬ 
quired for any transfer of 
funds from the account seems 
to have been ignored. He left 
its management to his most 
trusted deputy, Swaleh Naqvi. 

The Abu Dhabis believe 
most of the money, as well as 
accruing interest was misap¬ 
propriated by Mr Abedi Mr 


Naqvi and ten senior officials. 
Simmons & Simmons las 
built up 150 files of evidence, 
tracking the misappropriation 
of funds from the portfolio 
between 1981 and 1990. It has 
documents showing 100 trans¬ 
fers of funds from toe account 
Much of the evidence is in 
the form of file notes in the 
handwriting of senior BCCI . 
officials, apparently memos 
detailing where the money 
had actually gone. 1 

These often coincided with 
statements showing the same 
sums, sent to the Abu Dhabis. 
These statements contained a 
fictional summary of invest¬ 
ments. including -money on . 
deposit certificates of deposit. 
Treasury bonds. BCCI shares, 
and Credit and Commerce. 
American Holdings shares. 

David Sanely, a partner in . 
Simmons & Simmons, sakL 
“By the end of 1989. the 
portfolio was looted to extinc¬ 
tion." He said the money was 
used to fund non-performing 
loans, fictitious loans, finance 
for the Gulf Group, a loss- 
making BCCI client and to 
bolster up BCD’S loss-making .. 
treasury division. 

By 1990. Mr Naqvi was 
forced to explain the loss to the 
Abu Dhabis. because it be¬ 
came impossible to hide the . 
losses any longer. By then. . 
only $160 million remained in 
a UBS deposit account con- . . 
trolled fay Mr Abedi and $94 
million in deposit accounts in 
BCD and its subsidiaries. 

A progress report from Mr 
Naqvi to tiie Abu Dhabis on 
the handover of the portfolio 
account shows that assets 
worth $2336 bfllion had dis¬ 
appeared. Of the remaining 
supposed value of the account 
of $2-Q2billion, $1359 billion 
was in BCCI shares, which - 
wee effectively worthless. 

Civil proceedings brought 
on behalf of Sheikh Zayed and 
Sheikh Khalifa and tiie Abu 
Dhabi Investment Authority 
against i3 former BCCI execu¬ 
tives begin in Abu Dhabi 
today. The 13 are already an 
trial in tbe criminal courts. 

Mr Abedi is being fried in 
his absence. Mr Naqvi is in 
custody in Abu Dhabi. He has 
been charged with l9ajuntsof 
fraud and conspiracy by the 
United Arab Emirates. 


CASHING IN 
YOUR 

ENDOWMENT? 


WE BUY WITH PROFITS ENDOWMENTS AND 
WHOLE LIFE POLICIES AT SUBSTANTIAL 
PREMIUMS ABOVE SURRENDER VALUE. THE 
POLICY MUST HAVE BEEN IN FORCE FOR AT 
LEAST 7 YEARS. THERE ARE NO HIDDEN FEES. 


30% Above Surrender 
Value Often Paid 
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1 Insurance Company. 

2 Basic Sum Assured. 

3 Start Date of Policy. 

4 Maturity Date of Policy. 

5 Gross Monthly Premium 

6 Tola! Bonus Attaching... 

7 Surrender Value.. 


FOR AN IMMEDIATE QUOTE TELEPHONE. FAX OR RETURN 
THE COUPON WITH THE INFORMATION INDICATED. 
NAME f Mr/Mrs/Mixs).... 

ADDRESS. 


.POSTCODE. 


TELEPHONE NO:. 
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